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WELCOME LETTER



Hello, there! I imagine you picked up this book because, like me, you’re a fan of cryptids. Or perhaps you just want to know more about these mysterious creatures. Either way, let’s start with the basics. What is a cryptid?


Cryptids are animals whose existence is disputed or not yet substantiated by science.


You’ve probably heard of a few, like the Loch Ness monster and Kraken.


Well, did you know there are people who make it their life’s goal to find these mysterious creatures? Cryptozoology is the study of “mystery” or “hidden” animals that witnesses say they’ve seen but have not been proven to exist, and a cryptozoologist is someone involved in the studying of and/or searching for these animals.


This is where we come in. Using the science and technology discussed in this book, we’ll join the search and hopefully, finally, locate some of these cryptids! A word of caution, though: proving a cryptid exists will not be easy. For starters, merely seeing one of these animals isn’t enough to prove it exists—not when we can’t trust our eyes to be 100 percent accurate.


You see, scientists studying the accuracy of eyewitnesses have explained that our brains often play tricks on us. When we look at an object, our brain takes what is being reported by our senses and fills in the blanks to complete the image. The process is automatic—we don’t even know it’s happening. This means that, while we might 100 percent believe we saw a black-and-white cow run up a tree, the truth might be different. Very different. Lighting, distance, and how long we looked at the object play a role in accuracy, as does our emotional state. Were we anxious? Afraid? Distracted? Surprised? If so, our ability to accurately report what we saw decreases.


In other words, to prove a cryptid isn’t the result of our trick-playing brain or a figment of our imagination, we have to do more than spot it lurking about. We need to collect scientific evidence of its existence. Only at that point will we be able to determine once and for all what people are seeing.


In the past, cryptid-hunting expeditions depended a lot on luck. Cryptozoologists trekked to an often hard-to-reach or remote location where someone had reported seeing a creature, hoping they’d be lucky enough to see it, too.


Well, we’re not going to rely solely on luck for our search. Technological advances have made a huge impact on wildlife science. With cutting-edge tech, scientists can more easily explore previously hard-to-reach territory—like rugged grasslands, the depths of the ocean, and dense jungle. Innovative technology has also helped scientists gather intel on creatures notoriously difficult to find—like nocturnal animals that aren’t out and about during the day.


Applying this tech to our missions will be a game changer! We’ll be able to learn more about the cryptid and its habitat before we make our trek into the field. In essence, by using science to pinpoint a cryptid’s potential home, we’ll improve our chances of finding it.


What tech we use will depend on the cryptid, of course. Underwater robots aren’t going to be much help in the desert, and unless scent-detection dogs are secretly fantastic swimmers, they’re not going to be useful in the ocean. So, in order to select the appropriate (or most useful) tech, we’ll first have to get to know our cryptids a little better. Then we can determine which technology lends itself to our mission and develop a search protocol.


Sound good?


Then what are you waiting for? Turn the page and let’s get to it!
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INTRODUCTION:



ARE THERE REALLY CRYPTIDS TO CATCH?


I sense your skepticism. While you’re excited about the idea of finding a cryptid, you’re also hesitant. You can’t help but wonder, “If cryptids are real, wouldn’t they have been caught by now?”


Good question.


Short answer: not necessarily.


Animals, it turns out, are really good at hiding.


Anyone who has ever visited a wildlife park, farm, or zoological garden has probably had the experience of not being able to find an animal in its “designated” area. We’ll peer into the animal’s space from every possible angle, hoping to glimpse a tail, a paw, or something that will guide us to the animal’s location.


Our frustrating one-sided game of hide-and-seek is just a peek into an animal’s tendency to remain hidden. This elusiveness isn’t an accident, either. Study after study shows the same thing: animals deliberately choose to conceal themselves from people.


Ever try to pet a squirrel and have it race off in the other direction? Or get close enough to feed a bird on a fencepost only to have it dart into the sky? Even tiny garter snakes slither away if you try to catch them.


Research shows that most animals, if they had their way, would have absolutely nothing to do with people. In an experiment to test animals’ reactions to humans, scientists broadcast human voices into areas containing mountain lions, bobcats, opossums, and skunks. Mountain lions abandoned their kill, skunks and opossums foraged less, and bobcats became solely nocturnal.


However, when scientists broadcast frog noises, the animals did not change their behavior.


Some animals want to avoid humans so badly they’ll alter their daily routine. Tigers at a national park in Nepal started sleeping during the day to avoid humans walking on trails. And in one study, when badgers were exposed to human voices, they chose to stay in their burrows longer than when exposed to animal sounds. Even pumas kept their distance and slowed their movements when confronted with human voices.


An animal’s ability to avoid humans is so great that scientists regularly come across animals thought to have gone extinct because no one had seen them in years.


Like the night parrot. Between 1912 and 1979, the little green Australian bird went unseen, which led scientists to believe it was extinct. In 1979, a possible sighting was reported, but then the parrot disappeared again until the 1990s. Sporadic possible appearances followed, and then in 2015, sound recordings of the bird were captured, confirming its presence.


So, what happened? How could a bird not be seen for nearly 70 years? Turns out the night parrot is quite elusive. It only comes out after dusk and goes to bed before dawn. It also flies low, often sticking to the ground.
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Then there’s the Fernandina giant tortoise, last seen in 1906 until one was spotted over 100 years later in June 2019. In 2021, scientists confirmed the turtle was the species thought to have gone extinct due to volcanic activity on its home island in the Galápagos.


The night parrot, Fernandina giant tortoise, and other “rediscovered” animals show it is possible for creatures to “hide” for decades.





BUT I THOUGHT YOU WERE DEAD?!



Scientists have confirmed the existence of quite a few species that were once thought to be extinct. Here are some other “rediscovered” animals.


















	ANIMAL

	LAST SEEN

	REDISCOVERED

	TIME LAPSE






	Jerdon’s babbler (bird)

	1941

	2014

	73 years






	Pinocchio lizard

	1960s

	2005

	45 years






	La Palma giant lizard

	1500s

	2007

	500+ years






	Kashmir musk deer (small deer with fangs!)

	1948

	2014

	66 years






	Black kokanee or kunimasu (salmon)

	1935

	2010

	75 years






	Pygmy tarsier

	1921

	2000

	79 years






	Ivory-billed woodpecker

	1944

	2022

	78 years






	Cuban solenodon or almiquí (mole-like animal)

	1890

	1974

	84 years






	Bermuda petrel (bird)

	1603

	1951

	348 years










“But that’s different!” you might be thinking. “No one was looking for that tiny bird or old turtle, so of course they missed it. People have been looking for the Loch Ness monster and some of these other cryptids for years. Doesn’t that make it more likely they would have been found if they exist?”


Short answer: again, not necessarily.


While it’s probably true you weren’t seeking out the night parrot or the Fernandina giant tortoise, studying habitats, finding new species, and working to protect ecosystems is what some scientists do. It’s all they do. Yet animals repeatedly evade detection.


Take, for example, the giant panda. In 1869, a French naturalist who had been exploring China brought back with him remains of a black-and-white panda. This was the first time Western countries became aware of its existence, and they were enthralled with the creature. Museums immediately dispatched expeditions to the area in hopes of obtaining a live panda for their exhibits.


They failed. Keep in mind, we’re not talking about a small animal here. Giant pandas stand 2 to 3 feet tall at the shoulder when on all fours and 4 to 6 feet tall when on their hind legs. They can weigh up to 330 pounds. Yet, despite their size and the fact that the panda’s general location was known, the panda remained undetected by experienced explorers for 60 years, until 1929, when one was found in a tree.


The giant panda isn’t the only animal that was able to escape detection by people directly searching for it. Did you know several animals we recognize today were once considered cryptids?
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CRYPTIDS HAVE BEEN FOUND BEFORE


You’ve heard of the platypus, right? At one point, people were adamant it couldn’t exist. Unbelievable? Well, what would you think if you were given the following description?




[image: image] It’s about 2 feet long.


[image: image] It has a bill like a duck.


[image: image] It has a flattened tail like a beaver.


[image: image] It has feet like an otter.


[image: image] It has ½-inch spurs (picture a dog’s canine teeth) on its ankles.


[image: image] Oh, and venom shoots out of those spurs.





What? A large duck-beaver thing that shoots venom? Yeah, there’s no way that could be real.


Which is exactly what Europeans thought long ago. Since the platypus lives only in eastern Australia, no one from Europe had ever seen the creature. In the late 1700s, when European travelers sent the hide of the supposed platypus back home as evidence, they were accused of creating a hoax. Even the European zoologist who eventually examined a complete specimen wondered if someone was playing a trick on him. He used scissors to try and find stitches, thinking someone might have sewn a duck’s beak on the body of a beaver-like animal. Ultimately, he concluded the animal was genuine and gave it the name platypus.


A more recent example of an animal losing its “cryptid” classification and becoming recognized as a real animal is the Sri Lanka devil bird. This bird has been part of the country’s folklore for centuries. According to legend, it lives in the forest and produces a bloodcurdling shriek at night. Locals believe the bird’s cry is an omen predicting death. Few reported ever seeing it, but those who did described a massive bird with a large tail and horns protruding from its head. It had black, glowing eyes that supposedly stared into their souls.


Yikes. A bloodcurdling shriek? Large horns? Black, glowing eyes? Surely if an animal like that existed, it would be easy to find.


Nope. It took until 2001, when the unusual spot-bellied eagle-owl was discovered deep inside Sri Lankan forests. Upon further study, the consensus became that this bird was the cryptid rumored to have existed for centuries, because its characteristics matched those from the legend.
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[image: image] BLOODCURDLING SCREAM? The spot-bellied eagle-owl utters a mournful mewing scream that rises and then falls in pitch. It also booms low-registered hoots that travel far distances.


[image: image] SIZE? At 20 to 26 inches tall, it is the tallest of the Sri Lankan owls and is the sixth-longest owl in the world.


[image: image] NIGHT ACTIVITY? Like other owls, it is nocturnal and spends its days hidden in the foliage of large trees.


[image: image] BLACK EYES? Its eyes are black.


[image: image] HORNS? The spot-bellied eagle-owl has sweeping sideward-facing “horns” that jut out the top of its head. (These horns are called plumicorns, meaning “feathered horns,” because they consist of feathers yet look like horns.)






I KNEW I WAS REAL!




More animals once labeled cryptids until their existence was confirmed:




BONDEGEZOU: Confirmed to exist in 1994, this tree kangaroo in Australia with black-and-white fur looks like a little man because it walks on two legs.


KOMODO DRAGON: Tales of “land crocodiles” and “giant lizards” were dismissed until this creature was confirmed in 1926. It can grow up to 10 feet long and is considered the largest lizard in the world.


MOUNTAIN GORILLA: Tales of “ape men” were rejected for centuries until one was shot and captured in 1906.


OKAPI: Like the platypus, people were quick to dismiss reports of a creature that appeared to contain parts of several different animals, including the zebra. It wasn’t until 1901 that the okapi was confirmed by science. It is the only known living relative of the giraffe, sharing a similar body structure and its characteristic long blue tongue.








Scientists identify hundreds of new species every year, and there are animal discoveries all the time. In 2021, scientists located a new species of chameleon in the jungles of Madagascar. In 2022, zoologists discovered not one, not two, but several new species of sunbirds in Indonesia. In 2023, scientists found a new species of giant spider in the forests of Australia. Similarly, in 2024, scientists published their research regarding a new species of alligator lizard found in Mexico (a multiyear study involving four expeditions!). With advances in technology that now allow easier access to notoriously hard-to-reach or unexplored places, who knows what will be discovered next?


Perhaps the cryptids discussed in this book are out there waiting for us. Or perhaps, while searching for our cryptids, we’ll stumble upon a new species. We’ll never know unless we get started.


Adventure awaits, so let the search begin!
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