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1 Introducing the Norman Conquest



On the evening of 14 October 1066 William of Normandy stood on the battlefield of Hastings. He must have been exhausted, relieved and uncertain about what would happen next. He had won the battle, but one victory did not give him control of the whole of England. Over the next few years the English rebelled time and again, but William always proved successful. William dominates this book so the best place is with William himself when he set sail to conquer England. He was nearly 40 years old. What qualities and experience did he have to help him conquer England?



1.1 William of Normandy
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William as shown in the Bayeux Tapestry. Despite William’s fame we know very little about what he looked like. No one at the time wrote a detailed description of his appearance. None of the illustrations of William, such as this one from the Bayeux Tapestry or those on coins, look lifelike. They were created to show William as a powerful ruler, not to be realistic. He may have been about five feet and ten inches tall but that depends upon whether a thigh bone in his tomb is really his! The rest of the skeleton disappeared when his grave was ransacked in 1562 and we cannot be certain the thigh bone was William’s. It is likely that he was very strong, as chroniclers suggest he could fire arrows from a heavy bow while on horseback, steering the horse with his legs. They also tell us that he had a harsh, rough voice, which probably added to his commanding appearance.
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WILLIAM’S EXPERIENCE BEFORE 1066





1  Draw your own version of the table below which shows the qualities William needed to conquer and remain in control of England.









	Qualities needed to conquer and control England

	Evidence that William had developed these qualities before 1066






	1 Military skills

	 






	2 Keep the kingdom peaceful and secure

	 






	3 Ability to organise a system of government

	 






	4 Ability to win the support of his nobles

	 






	5 Ability to raise money when needed

	 






	6 Maintain a good relationship with the Church

	 






	7 Produce an heir to inherit the kingdom

	 










2  Read the text on William’s life before 1066 on page 3. Identify the qualities William possessed and add evidence of them to column 2 of your table.



3  Draw the continuum line below. Using your completed table, decide where to place each of the qualities on the line.
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4  Which of William’s qualities do you think were most valuable for:







    a)  winning the Battle of Hastings and defeating rebellions?


    b)  establishing long-term control over England?
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Normandy


Normandy means ‘land of men from the north’, because the area was taken over by Vikings. One of the Viking leaders, Rollo (William’s great-great-great grandfather), created the Duchy of Normandy in the 900s. By the time William became Duke in 1035, the people of Normandy were culturally French. This means that they spoke the French language and followed the Christian religion. Normandy also had close links with the country of France but was an independent state. Duke William enjoyed absolute power over his land.
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Nowadays the country of France contains Normandy, but in the eleventh century France was a much smaller kingdom and Normandy, Anjou and Flanders and others were independent states.
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This page focusses on William to introduce the theme that acts as the spine of the book. However, you are about to learn a great deal about England and its people on the next few pages and Chapter 2.
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William’s life before 1066


William was born about 1027, the son of Robert, Duke of Normandy, and Herleva, the daughter of an undertaker and tanner. His parents were not married, which is why he is sometimes referred to as ‘William the Bastard’. William became Duke of Normandy before he was eight after his father’s death in 1035. Violence then erupted between Norman lords and knights who fought over land and power, putting the young Duke in danger. On occasion he was hidden in poor people’s cottages to keep him safe. William finally won complete control of Normandy in 1047 when his army defeated his cousin’s who was trying to take over Normandy.


Controlling Normandy


William stamped out opposition ruthlessly. When the town of Alençon rebelled against him, he chopped off the hands and feet of 32 of its inhabitants. However, William also won support by giving important positions to local landowners. They realised there were benefits in supporting William – if they didn’t, he would take their land away and exile them. William also won the support of religious leaders who were very influential. He appointed Odo, his half-brother, as Bishop of Bayeux, one of the most powerful positions in the Norman Church. William was deeply religious, attending Mass most mornings, and he built spectacular cathedrals and monasteries in Normandy.


Building Normandy’s power


William’s first objective as duke was to make Normandy more secure. He was especially concerned about the threat from the Count of Anjou, whose lands lay to the south of Normandy. In 1049, he led his army to defeat Anjou and in the 1050s he twice defeated invasions by the combined forces of Anjou and France. On one occasion, he attacked as his enemies were crossing a river, making it hard for them to deploy their forces effectively. William proved himself a brilliant strategist, especially skilled in building and capturing castles. William ensured that other rulers in northern France supported Normandy by conquering Maine and defeating Brittany. By 1060, William was secure from attacks by other rulers and dominated northern France. He could not have considered invading England if Normandy had still been threatened.


Marriage and heirs


William married Matilda, daughter of the Count of Flanders, a powerful landowner in northern France. The marriage therefore added to William’s power and influence. William and Matilda had nine children, four of them boys.
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Visible learning


Improving your vocabulary


One of the keys to success in history is communicating clearly and precisely. We return to this on page 9 but, as a starter, make sure you understand the highlighted words and phrases and also identify any other words you do not understand. This will get you ready to tackle the Word Wall on page 9.
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1.2 The Big Story of England, 1060–88


Pages 4–5 provide an outline history of the events you are studying. Starting with this outline – the Big Story – helps solve one problem some students have. They know the details of individual events but they cannot ‘see’ the whole story of the Norman Conquest. This makes it harder to link events together to explain their causes and consequences and to assess the impact of the Norman Conquest.
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THE BIG STORY OF ENGLAND, 1060–88


We want you to dive into the Big Story of England, 1060–88, and then retell it yourself. These questions will help you create your own outline account.





1  a)  Why did people risk their lives to invade England?







    b)  Why did William have the opportunity to become England’s king?


    c)  Was it inevitable that William would win the crown? Give two reasons for your answer.


    d)  Identify three ways in which William’s rule changed life in England.








2  Was William’s conquest completed in a) 1066 b) 1071 c) 1075 d) 1087? Justify your answer.



3  Look back to your table of William’s qualities on page 2. What other evidence of his qualities can you identify on this page?



4  This is the core activity on this page! You have up to two minutes to tell the outline story of the Norman Conquest. Work in a group of three to plan and tell your story. Use each of these words or phrases:


opportunity    turning point     consequences    rivals     succession crisis








5  a)  After you have told your story – write it down! This is important to help it stick in your brain. Think about how to make it memorable by using headings, colours and illustrations to identify key moments.







    b)  Describe or draw one illustration to go with each section of your story.
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SAXONS, ANGLOSAXONS AND ENGLISH


The words ‘Saxon’, ‘Anglo-Saxon’ and ‘English’ are all used in this book and they mean the same thing: the people born in England in the eleventh century who spoke English as their native language.
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The King and his country in 1060


England was ruled by Edward the Confessor who had been king since 1042. England was a wealthy country. There was a flourishing system of trade in towns and overseas and the Anglo-Saxons were excellent farmers, trading the produce and animals they farmed. The King’s most powerful supporters were the earls, who owned huge areas of land. The most powerful were two brothers from the Godwin family, Harold and Tostig Godwinson.
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Check you know the meaning of the highlighted words.
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The Godwin brothers become rivals


Tostig was Earl of Northumbria, but in 1065 his people rebelled against him because of his cruelty. Some of the rebels marched south to discuss their issues with Edward, who asked Tostig’s older brother, Harold, Earl of Wessex, to meet them. After the meeting Harold advised Edward to listen to the rebels and remove Tostig to avoid civil war. Tostig fled abroad angry that his brother had opposed him. Now the brothers were enemies, but Harold was even closer to the king.
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A silver coin, one of many in circulation during King Edward’s reign, used for trade. It is stamped with a picture of Edward in profile.






The succession crisis


Edward and his wife, Edith, had no children. A succession crisis was looming and there seemed to be at least four possible successors. Two were Englishmen – Harold of Wessex, the most powerful man in England, and fourteen-year-old Edgar Aethling, Edward’s great-nephew. There was also William, Duke of Normandy, and, to add to the crisis, Tostig was encouraging Harald Hardrada, King of Norway, to vie for the crown.


The battles of 1066


At the end of 1065, King Edward fell into a coma. He died on 5 January 1066. Next day the Witan (the powerful lords and bishops who were the king’s advisers) agreed Harold of Wessex should be king and he was crowned immediately. When this news reached William he made plans to invade as did Harald Hardrada. In September, King Harold’s problems arrived all at once. The Norwegian army landed and, at the Battle of Fulford, defeated Edwin and Morcar, Harold’s loyal earls in the north. Therefore, King Harold, who had been guarding the south coast, had to march his army north to stop Hardrada over-running the north. King Harold did beat the Norwegians at the Battle of Stamford Bridge, but as soon as he had done that he heard that William had landed in the south. After another rushed march, Harold was defeated and killed at the Battle of Hastings.


Taking control of England


On Christmas Day 1066, William was crowned King, but he only really controlled the south-east corner, a small part of England. He certainly feared rebellions and tried to avoid pushing the English into rebellion. He allowed many Englishmen to keep their lands and the leaders of the Church to remain as bishops.


However, rebellions did break out and between 1067 and 1071 William seemed constantly on the march, dealing with rebels. In 1069 his hold on England seemed to waver when there was a large rebellion in the north, supported by a Danish invasion. William put down the rebellion with great brutality and gave the lands of Anglo-Saxon landowners to his nobles and knights. Even then, rebellions were not over as another broke out – unsuccessfully – in 1075.


A different England?


William built castles throughout England as protective bases for his soldiers and all the cathedrals were rebuilt on a much larger, dominating scale. William needed a strong Norman government because he spent most of his time in Normandy after 1072, putting down rebellions there and defending Normandy from attacks by neighbouring lords. In England, new laws punished attacks on Normans and higher taxes were collected. Normans replaced Englishmen as bishops. Government and church services were conducted in Latin, which was incomprehensible to many Anglo-Saxons, though gradually Norman-French words were added to people’s everyday language. In 1085 William’s power was demonstrated when he ordered the great Domesday Survey, identifying who held each piece of land in the country and how much it was worth. Even so, historians still argue that there was much from Anglo-Saxon society that continued despite William’s rule. In many ways, William built on ideas and government methods alreadyin existence.


William’s death


William died in 1087 while on campaign against a French enemy. His second son, William Rufus, was crowned King of England, but was briefly challenged by rebellious nobles who wanted Rufus’s older brother, Robert, as king. The Normans had clearly conquered England as it was now Normans, not Englishmen, fighting each other forthe crown.
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This is a simple outline. It is not the complete story. You will learn many more important details later in the book.






1.3 Introducing the key characters
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WHO WERE THE KEY CHARACTERS?


Below you can see the main people you’ll meet in this book. Some of their names will be familiar from pages 2–5.





1  Draw your own large copy of this chart and add biographical details to each person – use the Big Story, your own knowledge and research to help you. Include each person’s main role in the events of 1060–88.



2  Add lines to your chart showing family links such as brothers or parents and children.



3  Asking questions about the past is an important historical skill to develop. Make a list of at least five questions you want to ask about the people on this page. These question starters may help.






	What …?

	To what extent …?






	Who …?

	What happened …?






	Why …?

	How significant …?






	How …?

	What effects …?






	When …?
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William I
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Visible learning


Remembering the people


Some students find it hard to remember the names of all the people in this topic, especially as we do not have pictures or descriptions of them to stand out in our memories. However, it is important for your exam that you know who all the people were and what they did.


Therefore, the chart and activities help you start on what may be a difficult task. You won’t remember all the individuals straightaway, but if you keep returning to the chart you’ll be surprised how soon you do know ‘who’s who’.


You could do this activity physically in the classroom with each of you ‘playing’ one of the characters and telling the others who you are, which others you are connected to and what your role was in the Norman Conquest. And, if you’re brave enough, explain what you thought of William!
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Visible learning


Why we are making learning visible?


Studying history isn’t always straightforward. When you meet new information it’s easy to feel puzzled, even totally confused! When you feel puzzled it is vital to identify exactly what you don’t know or understand. These ‘visible learning’ boxes will help you by identifying common problems that students have – make misunderstandings visible – so you can identify your own problems and then put them right.
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1.4 Was William really almost six feet tall?


You read about William’s appearance on page 2. The exact words were:


He may have been about five feet and ten inches tall but that depends …


The key words above are ‘may have been’ and ‘that depends …’. They reveal that we are not certain about William’s height because there is not enough good evidence to allow is to be certain.


William’s height is a helpful example of an important issue when we study this period of history:


We are often uncertain about the answers to questions about the Norman Conquest.


The activity below provides an example of the problems of using sources for this period to explore one of many important questions.
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THINKING ABOUT THE SOURCES


You can see below details of six sources that provide evidence about the Norman Conquest.





1  Imagine you are trying to answer the question:


How fairly did William treat the English after he became King in 1066?


Where would you place each source on the continuum line below?
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2  Explain your placing of two of the sources.



3  Why do you think it is difficult to provide certain answers about some aspects of the Norman Conquest?



4  Identify two questions about the Norman Conquest that you think could be answered with some certainty using one or more of these sources.
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A The Bayeux Tapestry was embroidered in the 1070s. Historians believe that William’s half-brother, Odo, asked for the Tapestry to be made. It was embroidered by nuns in England. It shows the events leading up to William’s invasion and then the Battle of Hastings.
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D William of Poitiers was a Norman priest. At one time he was Duke William’s personal priest and regarded him as a hero. In the 1070s he wrote a history called: The Deeds of William, Duke of the Normans and King of the English.
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B William of Jumieges was a monk who lived at the abbey of Jumieges in Normandy. He wrote a history of the Dukes of Normandy in 1070. William may have spoken to men who were at Hastings, including William the Conqueror who visited Jumieges in 1067.
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E The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle was a year-by-year record of events that had been kept since the 870s. There were different versions, each slightly different, written by monks in several monasteries. In 1066 two monasteries were still keeping their chronicle up to date.
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C Orderic Vitalis was born near Shrewsbury in England in 1075. He had an English mother and Norman father and was sent to live in Normandy when he was a boy. He became a monk in Normandy and wrote his history around 1125. His account of the events of the 1060s was partly based on the histories written by William of Jumieges and William of Poitiers but his account from 1071 is his own work.


[image: ]







[image: ]


F John of Worcester was an English monk who lived in the monastery at Worcester. He wrote a history of England about 70 years after 1066. The early parts o John’s chronicle are the same as the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, but John wrote his own account of the Norman Conquest. He took his information from other English accounts that had been written earlier.
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1.5 Concluding the Introduction!


Part 1: Language is power!
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Glossary words


When you see a box like this on a page it contains an explanation of what a word means. You can also look up highlighted words in the Glossary on pages 124–125.


[image: ]







[image: ]




We mentioned the Word Wall on page 3 so here it is – or the beginning of it. While you work on this topic, create your own Word Wall, maybe on a large piece of A3 paper. Add new words after each key topic in the book. Building your own Word Wall helps you to:





•  understand the meaning of technical words and phrases that relate to life in the eleventh century



•  communicate clearly and precisely when you describe or explain historical events; this definitely helps you do well in your exams



•  spell these important words correctly.





You will give yourself the best chance of doing well in your exams if you take responsibility for your own learning. You need to identify words:





•  whose meaning you are not sure of



•  you can’t spell correctly every time





and make sure you find out their meaning.
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BUILDING YOUR WORD WALL





1  Copy the wall above but use different colours to highlight:







    a)  technical words and phrases that relate to life in the eleventh century


    b)  words that help you communicate precisely when you explain the causes or consequences of events.








2  Add to your wall at least two more words from this chapter that you expect to be useful when writing about the Norman Conquest.
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PART 2: HOW SHOULD WE REMEMBER WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR?


Later in this book we will return to William himself and sum up the evidence that helps us answer the question above. A good way to keep track of the evidence is to create a diagram like the one below.
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A great king who made important and beneficial changes to life in England


A ruthless and cruel king whose reign caused great hardship for the people
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Think back over Chapter 1. Which events would you place on the set of scales or on the sheet alongside it?
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KEY TOPIC 1
Anglo-Saxon society and the Norman Conquest, 1060–66
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This key topic contains three chapters which tell the story of the first stage of the Norman Conquest. Here are the questions you will be exploring:





1  How should we describe Anglo-Saxon society?



2  Why was there rivalry for the throne in 1066?



3  Was William’s leadership the main reason for the Norman victory at the Battle of Hastings?
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Visible learning


Separating the detail from the ‘big picture’


You do not need to remember events before 1060 for your exam. What you need to remember is the ‘big picture’ of the links between the countries and of the nationalities of the kings.
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England – a separate country?


First, however, this page explores two misunderstandings which make it harder for students to make sense of what happened in 1066. Here are those misunderstandings:
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A


England and Normandy were entirely separate countries which had little contact.


B


It was very unusual for England to be ruled by a foreign king.


ROYAL NATIONALITIES


Edward the Confessor King of England 1042–1066


Edward’s father was English – King Ethelred


Edward’s mother was Emma of Normandy. Duke William was her great-nephew


Harold Godwinson King of England in 1066


Harold’s father was English – Earl Godwin


Harold’s mother was Princess Gytha of Denmark
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ENGLAND – A SEPARATE COUNTRY?





1  Identify the information on this page that shows statements A and B are wrong.



2  Rewrite A and B to give an accurate picture of the links between countries.



3  Which information suggests that other countries might become involved in events in England when King Edward died in 1066?
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1002


King Ethelred II of England married Emma, the sister of the Duke of Normandy.


1015


Vikings, led by King Swein of Denmark and his son Cnut, invade England. Emma sent her son Edward to Normandy to keep him safe.


1016


King Ethelred of England and his son, Edmund Ironside, died. Cnut of Denmark became King of England. He was married to an English noblewoman called Aelgifu and they had a son known as Harold Hare-foot.


1017


King Cnut married Emma (the widow of King Ethelred) although Aelgifu remained Cnut’s lover. Cnut and Emma had a son called Harthacnut.


1035


King Cnut died. He was succeeded by his son Harold who was half-English, half-Danish.


1040


King Harold Hare-foot died. He was succeeded by Harthacnut who was half-Danish, half-Norman.


1042


King Harthacnut died. He had no children, so his half-brother Edward (the Confessor) was crowned King of England. Edward was the son of King Ethelred (English) and Emma (Norman).
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2 Anglo-Saxon society


What pictures do you have in your mind about Anglo-Saxon England? You may have seen the beautiful jewellery discovered at Sutton Hoo. This treasure suggests the Anglo-Saxons had very sophisticated skills. You might have been to the rebuilt Anglo-Saxon village at West Stow, where the homes may look simple and primitive.


‘Sophisticated’ and ‘primitive’ are good descriptive words but they are generalisations – words that make very general statements about a period or people. In this chapter you will look at Anglo-Saxon society more closely and decide how best to describe a variety of aspects of English life. These aspects cannot have been both ‘sophisticated’ and ‘primitive’. So what are the best words to describe each aspect of society in the chart below?
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DESCRIBING ANGLO-SAXON ENGLAND





1  Draw a copy of the table below. Allow plenty of space to add words and phrases in the topic boxes.



2  Choose two or three words from the Word Wall below to describe each topic and pencil them into your table. Use pencil because you may wish to change them later. Don’t be tempted to look ahead in the chapter yet; we want you to base your answers on what you think you know now.



3  Read pages 12–20. After reading about each topic, decide if you want to change any of your original words and make a final choice of five words for each topic.



4  Choose evidence to support your choice of words. For example, if you chose ‘small’ to describe villages, what evidence from pages 16–17 shows this word is accurate?
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2.1 The social system


Anglo-Saxon society was hierarchical, which means it was arranged in a clear order of rank or status. Everyone knew their status, and what was expected of them. This page sets out the social ranks, the work people in each rank did, and their responsibilities.


A person’s status could increase if they paid for it. A slave could save up and buy his freedom to become a peasant. A ceorl could become a thegn if he built up a large estate. People could move down in status if they committed a crime. Anglo-Saxon law ruled that some crimes were punishable by being made a slave.
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The king’s most important tasks were to defend his country from attack, to pass good laws and to make sure the laws were obeyed. He also had power over the Church.
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The earls were the most powerful lords and owned huge areas of land. There were usually no more than six earls. They were the king’s advisers, ensured the king’s laws were enforced in their regions, and raised men for the king’s army. They were expected to protect people on their lands from attack.
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Thegns (less than one per cent of the population) were nobles, but less powerful than earls. They were primarily warriors who defended the king. In return he granted them land. They carried out local duties such as guarding tax collectors from attack and organising the repair of fortifications, roads and bridges.
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Ceorls (roughly ten per cent of the population), sometimes called freemen, owned their own small area of farmland. Being free meant they did not have to work for their lord every week, unlike the peasants and slaves. All male ceorls had to serve in an army if needed.
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Peasants (over 70 per cent of the population) had to work on the lands of their lord for up to three days a week and do any job he requested, such as taking animals to market. On other days they farmed their own rented land to grow enough food to survive and pay their rent (which could be paid in money or goods, like pigs, eggs or milk). Every male peasant could be asked by their lord to fight in wartime.
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