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0.1 Your exam: What is assessed and how






	 

	Paper 1: Understanding the modern world

	Paper 2: Shaping the nation






	What is assessed?

	
Section A: Period study

This focuses on key developments in a country’s history over at least a 50-year period



	
Section A: Thematic study

This looks at key developments in Britain over a long period of time (at least 800 years)








	
Section B: Wider world depth study

This focuses on international conflict and tension over a period of 20–25 years



	
Section B: British depth study including the historic environment

This focuses on a period of British history over a short period of time (under 40 years) and includes the study of a specific historic environment








	How is it assessed?

	Written exam: 2 hours

50% of your GCSE (84 marks)


Section A – 6 compulsory questions (40 marks) (see opposite)


Section B – 4 compulsory questions (40 marks plus 4 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar)



	Written exam: 2 hours

50% of your GCSE (84 marks)


Section A – 4 compulsory questions (40 marks)


Section B – 4 compulsory questions (40 marks plus 4 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar)
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This book prepares you for the Period study: Germany, 1890–1945: Democracy and dictatorship


It focuses on key developments in Germany during a period of dramatic change. You will study:





•  the development and collapse of democracy



•  the rise and fall of Nazism.





[image: ]









	Part

	Key content (topics)

	Review pages






	PART 1: Germany and the growth of democracy, 1890–1923

	


•  Kaiser Wilhelm II and the difficulties of ruling Germany



•  The impact of the First World War



•  Weimar democracy




	pages 38–39







	PART 2: Germany and the Depression, 1929–34

	


•  The impact of the Depression and the growth in support for the Nazi Party



•  The failure of Weimar democracy



•  The establishment of Hitler’s dictatorship




	Page 63







	PART 3: The experiences of Germans under the Nazis, 1933–45

	


•  Economic changes



•  Social policies and practice



•  How Hitler kept control




	pages 92–93
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Revision Tip


Break down your revision into manageable chunks


The nine topics in the book cover the nine bullet points in the table above. At the end of each topic, make sure that you revise what you have just covered. The ‘Exam Practice’, ‘Recall Challenge’ and ‘Review’ tasks at the end of topics help you to do this.
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	Type of question

	Guidance

	Marks

	Timing

	Advice and practice






	
Questions 1–3 will be based on two written interpretations. The authors of these interpretations will have been present when an event took place, but they will have written their interpretation of the event a number of years later.






	1

	How do interpretations differ?

	The focus is on identifying differences in the content or attitude or viewpoint of the two interpretations.

	4

	5 minutes

	Pages 51, 82







	2

	Why do interpretations differ?

	In order to explain these differences, you will need to focus on the provenance (authorship) of each interpretation:



•  Who wrote it?


•  Where did they get their information from?


•  When was it written?


•  Why was it written?





	4

	5 minutes

	Pages 51, 82







	3

	Which interpretation is the most convincing?

	You will need to use your knowledge and understanding of the period to judge which interpretation is the most convincing. For each interpretation, focus on how far it matches your contextual knowledge of the period – is it typical of what was happening at the time?

	8

	10 minutes

	Page 51







	
Questions 4–6 focus on second order concepts such as causation or change.






	4

	Describe

	You will need to describe two key features or characteristics of a topic you have studied.

	4

	5 minutes

	Pages 15, 23, 39, 43, 63, 65, 73, 76







	5

	Explain

	You will need to explain in what ways a group or development was affected by something.

	8

	10 minutes

	Pages 18, 19, 24, 39, 43, 63, 67, 69, 73







	6

	Evaluate

	You must write an essay weighing up two bullet points. They might be causes (e.g. which played the most important role in causing a development) or consequences (e.g. which was affected most by …).

	12

	15 minutes

	Pages 36, 37, 39, 50, 54, 63, 91, 92
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Revision Tip


Make exam practice part of your revision


Exam Tips give you step-by-step guidance on how to tackle each type of question. Effective revision is not just learning the content. You need to understand what each type of question is asking you to think about in the exam and to practise delivering it.


Take responsibility


Reflect on your strengths and weaknesses. What question types do you struggle with? Take responsibility: spend more time practising the types of question you find most difficult. Use feedback from your teacher to improve your approach.


[image: ]






0.2 The Big Picture: Identify the big questions




[image: ]


Reflect


The following topic summaries identify the people and big questions the book will cover. However, top history students do not answer only other people’s questions, they also ask questions of their own! As you read the summary of each topic, note down your own questions (large or small) about this topic.
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	PART 1: Germany and the growth of democracy






	
Topic 1: Kaiser Wilhelm and the difficulties of ruling Germany
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Germany was formed in 1871. Germany soon became one of the most powerful countries in Europe. In 1888, Germany was led by Kaiser Wilhelm II (pictured). He had great power, but ruling Germany was not easy.
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Topic 2: The Impact of the First World War
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In 1914 when war broke out, many Germans, including Adolf Hitler (pictured), celebrated in the streets and rushed to join the German army.


Four years later, things were very different. The First World War brought economic problems, food shortages and defeat. The Kaiser was forced out and a new democratic government was set up. Its leaders signed the Treaty of Versailles. This treaty made the economic problems caused by the First World War even worse.
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Topic 3: Weimar democracy
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From 1918 to 1933, Germany had a new political system, known as the Weimar Republic. It was very democratic, but it was not supported by everyone. Some groups tried to overthrow the new government by force.


However, the Republic survived and enjoyed a period of prosperity between 1924 and 1928, helped by the policies of Gustav Stresemann (pictured) and loans from the USA. This period became known as the Golden 20s and saw major changes to Weimar culture as new forms of art, film, music and theatre became popular.
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	PART 2: Germany and the Depression






	
Topic 4: The impact of the Depression
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In 1929, the Wall Street Crash in the USA led to a major economic depression in Germany. The Weimar government struggled to cope. Support for the Nazi Party grew. Men like Albert Speer (pictured) liked Hitler’s promise to make Germany great again.


By 1932 the Nazis were the most popular party in Germany.
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Topic 5: The failure of Weimar democracy
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During the Depression years, the parties governing Germany struggled. Chancellors lost support of the Reichstag and politicians plotted against each other.


In the November 1932 elections, the Nazis gained 33 per cent of the vote. Hitler did not have enough support to form his own government but a deal with Franz von Papen (pictured), of the Centre Party made him Chancellor.
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Topic 6: The establishment of Hitler’s dictatorship
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In January 1933, Hitler became Chancellor, but was in a weak position. President Hindenberg could sack him at any time. Hitler even faced threats from his own party. Ernst Röhm (pictured), leader of the SA (Nazi storm troopers), challenged Hitler’s leadership.


However, in just 18 months, Hitler seized control of the Reichstag, the Nazi Party and the German army. His opponents were dead or in concentration camps.
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	PART 3: The experiences of Germans under the Nazis






	
Topic 7: Economic changes
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Hitler put Hermann Goering (pictured) in charge of the economy. His job was to make Germany ready for war.


In 1939, Germany invaded Poland which started the Second World War. German people faced food shortages and bombing campaigns that reduced some German cities to rubble.
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Topic 8: Nazi social policy and practice



[image: ]




Hitler wanted his ‘master race’ to be made up of Aryans (whom he called ‘pure Germans’). Jewish people, like Victor Klemperer (pictured), found their lives turned upside down by Nazi policies. Six million Jewish people were murdered during the Holocaust.
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Topic 9: How Hitler kept control
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The Nazis controlled Germany through propaganda and terror. Heinrich Himmler (left), helped to create a police state to frighten German people into obedience. Joseph Goebbels (right) used censorship and propaganda to brainwash German people into supporting Nazi ideas.
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0.3 Key features: How this book works


The tasks in this book will help you learn what you need to know and how to apply your knowledge to answer exam questions effectively. They are your ‘Steps to success’.
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Revision Tips





1  Don’t delay revision until just before the exam



Revision should be an ongoing process. You need to revisit topics that you have studied regularly. Otherwise, as the graph shows, you will quickly start to forget key topics.



2  Retrieval practice makes your memory stronger



When you recall what you have previously studied, your brain strengthens connections and makes it easier to recall this information in the future.



3  Spaced practice helps you remember for longer!



At the end of each topic, we test you, not just on that topic but on previous ones as well. You should regularly return to the Review tasks from previous topics and test your knowledge of ‘older material’. As the graph shows, this should improve recall and stop you forgetting.
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Apply Recall Challenge




1  Know your individuals


How much can you remember from the ‘big picture’ of Germany 1890–1945? Match each of the key individuals with his correct description.









	Individual

	 

	Description






	Kaiser Wilhelm II

	 

	Nazi in charge of propaganda and censorship






	Franz von Papen

	 

	Leader of the SS who became head of the Nazi police state






	Heinrich Himmler

	 

	Nazi in charge of the German economy from 1936






	Adolf Hitler

	 

	Leader of Germany between 1888 and 1918






	Gustav Stresemann

	 

	Leader of the SA (Nazi storm troopers) until he was murdered in 1934






	Joseph Goebbels

	 

	Important politician during the time of the Weimar Republic






	Hermann Goering

	 

	Leader of the Nazi Party






	Ernst Röhm

	 

	Politician from the Centre Party who helped Hitler become Chancellor









2  Know your key words


Match each of the key words with its correct definition.









	Key words

	 

	Definition






	The Depression

	 

	The German parliament






	The Reichstag

	 

	A period of economic prosperity during the time of the Weimar Republic






	Police state

	 

	A time of economic problems during which many German firms went bankrupt and unemployment increased dramatically






	The Treaty of Versailles

	 

	The political system that existed in Germany between 1919 and 1933






	The Weimar Republic

	 

	A system used to frighten the German people into obedience






	Aryan

	 

	Spreading ideas that are designed to get people to support your own beliefs
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