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INTRODUCTION


National 5 Modern Studies


Welcome to your revision of National 5 Modern Studies.


Working your way through this Exam Practice book should help you to maximise your marks in the knowledge and understanding and evaluating sources sections of your SQA exam.


Section 1 will provide general advice on what is required for the five styles of questions you will answer (describe, explain, support and oppose views, provide support for valid conclusions, and give justification for decisions). This will include exemplar student answers with relevant advice on what you need to do to improve your grades, followed by a range of exam questions with marked examples on pages 3–21.


Section 2 includes two full exam papers with marking instructions for you to practise on. You may wish to time yourself to make sure that you can answer questions in the time allotted. This will improve your time management and help you avoid having to rush your questions, or even worse, miss out some questions.


A summary of the exam course follows but, first, here are some common-sense tips to prepare you for the exam.


Study skills – what you need to know to pass exams


When you study and revise, do you use the time wisely and productively, or do you find you cannot concentrate and look for excuses to do something else instead?


Start your revision in good time and do not leave it to the last moment. Make a revision timetable that sets out a balanced plan of study and ‘you time’.


So, good – you have started early! This gives you time to organise the first stage of revision. You should use the following: an up-to-date textbook, class notes/handouts and slide shows. Find a copy of the course outlines of the topics your exam will cover – you should make sure that there are no gaps in your knowledge and skills.


Make sure you know what to expect in the exam by being able to answer the following:





•  What type of questions will be asked, and how much time should you devote to each question?



•  Which topics are your strongest and which are your weakest?





How the exam paper is structured


You are now ready to begin the second stage. You should make short summary notes from your textbook or course materials for each of your three topics. You may type them out or write them using different-coloured pens. Remember to use mind-maps etc., as these are excellent memory aids. This will be time-consuming, but will be worth it as these will be the only notes you will use for your future knowledge revision. You should also practise skills-based questions from previous exam papers.


You are now ready for the third stage, which will take place close to your exam. Research has shown that we feel more positive and retain information better if we are active. Music stimulates the brain and provides a good feeling. So you could begin each revision session by walking or dancing around your room, listening to your favourite songs. Try it, it works! Sitting gazing at notes will lead to daydreaming – your mind will wander and you will find it hard to focus.


‘The thing that matters most must never be at the mercy of the things that matter the least.’


JW von Goethe (nineteenth-century German writer)


Personal checklist/action plan





•  Get your materials ready.



•  Always know what you are trying to learn.



•  Get rid of distractions.



•  Maintain focus.



•  Think about it.



•  Revise from the beginning.



•  Take notes.



•  Use this book to Practise, Practise, Practise!
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Your National 5 Modern Studies award is an externally marked assessment. It consists of two parts:


National 5 question paper: 80 marks


National 5 assignment: 20 marks


The marks you achieve in the question paper and assignment are added together and an overall mark will indicate a pass or fail. From this, your course award will then be graded.
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The exam


The exam paper is split into three sections:





•  Democracy in Scotland and the United Kingdom



•  Social Issues in the United Kingdom



•  International Issues.





You will usually have studied one topic from each of the three sections above, and the knowledge and understanding questions will be on the topics shown in the table below.
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To gain the course award, you must pass all units and course assessments.


The question paper


You will have 2 hours and 20 minutes to complete the question paper, with a total of 80 marks allocated. There are 30 marks available for evaluation of sources questions and 50 for knowledge and understanding questions. One section, for example Democracy in Scotland, may have 28 knowledge marks and the other two sections 26 knowledge marks each.


As stated, the paper will be divided into three sections. For each section, you will answer three knowledge and understanding questions and one evaluation of sources question. The three knowledge and understanding questions will be as follows:





•  Describe (worth either 4 or 6 marks)


For example:


Describe, in detail, two ways in which the police try to reduce crime levels.


6 marks



•  Explain (worth either 6 or 8 marks)


For example:


Explain, in detail, why many people in the UK live in poverty.


You should give a maximum of three reasons in your answer.


8 marks



•  Evaluation of sources (worth 10 marks each)


The three styles of questions are:







    •  Using a range of sources of information to support and oppose views, for example:


‘The 2015 General Election was a massive disappointment for the Labour Party.’ David Trotter







        –  Give evidence to support David Trotter’s view.


        –  Give evidence from the sources opposed to David Trotter’s view.







    •  Using a range of sources of information to give detailed justifications for decisions, for example:


Which option would you choose?


Give reasons to support your choice and explain why you did not choose the other option.


    •  Using a range of sources of information to give detailed support for valid conclusions, for example:


You should reach a conclusion about the Electoral College results of 2016 compared to 2012.





Good luck!





KEY AREA INDEX GRID
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PRACTICE QUESTIONS


Practice makes permanent


In the first part of this section you will receive advice on how to unlock the marks for the knowledge and understanding questions (‘describe’ and ‘explain’) and the evaluation of sources questions.


For each style of question, you will be given an example, followed by the opportunity to answer a range of questions.


In your SQA exam you will answer five ‘describe’, four ‘explain’ and three evaluation of sources questions. More marks are awarded for knowledge and understanding than evaluation of sources questions, so it is crucial that you have a sound grasp of the content.


The knowledge and understanding questions






	Tips for success

	Things to avoid






	Be aware of the different requirements of ‘describe’ and ‘explain’ questions.

	Don’t confuse the different question types by, for example, giving a ‘describe’ answer to an ‘explain’ question.






	Only answer the exact question that is set.

	Don’t turn the question into something it isn’t – you won’t receive any marks for details or examples that are not relevant.






	Develop the points you make with detail.

	Don’t just write a list of facts – you can only gain a maximum of 2 marks.






	Use recent examples to illustrate your knowledge and understanding.

	Dated examples should be avoided.






	Use the number of marks allocated to each question as a guide to how much you should write.

	Don’t write too much for the 4 marks answer – you may run out of time on the questions worth the most marks.
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Top Tip!


One very developed ‘describe’ answer can gain 3 marks, and one very developed ‘explain’ answer can gain 4 marks.
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‘Describe’ questions
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HOW TO ANSWER


These are the more straightforward type of knowledge and understanding question, and are worth between 4 and 6 marks. All that is required is that you provide the detailed factual knowledge relevant to the question. All ‘describe’ questions must cover two descriptions.


For a 4- and 6-mark answer, you can be awarded up to 3 marks for a description that is relevant and has exemplification. Two descriptions are necessary for full marks.
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Look at the ‘describe’ question below and see what you need to do to get full marks.


The Scottish Parliament has a range of devolved powers.


Describe, in detail, two devolved powers of the Scottish Parliament.


6 marks


OR


The UK Parliament has a range of reserved powers.


Describe, in detail, two reserved powers of the UK Parliament.


6 marks
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Top Tip!


As stated, you need to be aware of the new powers given to the Scottish Parliament by the UK Parliament, such as income tax and a range of Social Security payments such as pension credits.


You need to have sound knowledge of the respective powers of the two parliaments, and be aware of the most recent welfare powers granted to the Scottish Parliament. A useful tip is to choose two of the more important powers for your answer.


Below is a list of some of the main devolved and reserved powers:






	Devolved

	Reserved

	Shared






	Education

	Defence

	Social Security benefits






	Health

	Immigration

	 






	Law and order

	Terrorism
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HOW TO ANSWER


ANSWER 1: Scottish Parliament


The Scottish Parliament is responsible for a wide range of powers such as education, health, housing, refuse collection, social work and local government. Children go to nursery, then primary school, followed by secondary. Some then go on to university. We all make use of our health services including visits to the doctors.


Comment


This is a very weak answer with basic exemplification. No marks for first sentence. Some basic information is given for education and health, each worth 1 mark. Overall this answer is a fail: 2/6.


What can we do to improve Answer 1? One approach is shown below.


ANSWER 2: Scottish Parliament


One power granted to the Scottish Parliament is education. This means that the Scottish government is responsible for staffing and changes to what is taught. We have Curriculum for Excellence in Scotland, which is taught in all Scottish schools from nursery to secondary and we have a different exam system from the rest of the UK. The Scottish Government at present is giving schools in challenging areas extra funding to try to raise standards.


A second power is health. This responsibility covers all aspects of health from doctors’ surgeries to hospitals. Policies have been introduced to try to improve health and reduce health inequalities. Smoking is banned in public places and free prescriptions are available for all. In England many people, including students, have to pay for their prescriptions.


Comment


This answer provides detailed exemplification of both education and health. In education it covers Curriculum for Excellence and the financial help given to schools. In health it provides wide coverage of policies to reduce health inequalities. Overall, each description is worth 3 marks, so this answer gets 6/6.


ANSWER 3: UK Parliament


Two powers which the UK government is responsible for are defence and income tax. In defence the UK government is responsible for all the armed forces and the range of equipment available. The UK government makes the decision on whether to send troops abroad, as it did when it sent troops to Iraq. Recently the UK Government decided to renew the Trident nuclear programme. The Scottish Government does not support this decision but does not have the power to stop it.


The UK Government is responsible for the economy of the UK and sets the trade rules with other countries and organisations. All of the taxation decisions in the UK, such as income tax, are made by the UK Government.


Comment


The first paragraph is excellent. It describes, in detail, a range of UK responsibilities with up-to-date exemplification of the Trident nuclear programme – easily worth 3 marks. One mark is awarded for the first sentence of the second paragraph. The remaining information given is incorrect: income tax has been devolved to the Scottish Parliament since 2018. So overall this answer gets 4/6.


To improve this answer, a correct second power such as immigration should be chosen.


Now have a go at improving answer 3.
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Test your knowledge and understanding: practice ‘Describe’ questions


Democracy in Scotland and the UK





1  Committees have an important role in the Scottish Government.


Describe, in detail, two of the roles of committees in the Scottish Government.


MARKS: 4



2  The House of Lords has an important role in the UK Government.


Describe, in detail, two of the important roles of the House of Lords in the UK Government.


MARKS: 4



3  The Additional Member System (AMS) used to elect MSPs has many strengths.


Describe, in detail, two strengths of the Additional Member System (AMS).


MARKS: 6



4  The First-Past-the-Post System (FPTP) used to elect MPs has many strengths.


Describe, in detail, two strengths of the First-Past-the-Post System.


MARKS: 6





Social Issues in the UK: Social Inequality





5  Governments try to reduce social inequality.


Describe, in detail, two ways the Governments try to reduce social inequality in the UK.


MARKS: 6



6  There are many causes of social and economic inequality in the UK.


Describe, in detail, two causes of social and economic inequality in the UK.


MARKS: 4





Social Issues in the UK: Crime and the Law





7  Scotland has its own criminal courts.


Describe, in detail, two criminal courts in Scotland.


MARKS: 4



8  The work of the police in Scotland involves a variety of roles.


Describe, in detail, two roles of the police in Scotland.


MARKS: 6






International Issues: World Powers





  9  World Powers can have a military influence on other countries.


Describe, in detail, two ways the world power you have studied can have a military influence on other countries.


MARKS: 4


In your answer, you must state the world power you have studied.



10  All governments respond to a social inequality.


Describe, in detail, two ways the world power you have studied has responded to a social inequality.


In your answer, you must state the world power you have studied.


MARKS: 6





International Issues: World Issues





11  A range of social and economic factors are important causes of an international conflict or issue.


Describe, in detail, two socio-economic causes of an international conflict or issue you have studied.


In your answer, you must state the world issue you have studied.


MARKS: 4



12  Other countries are affected by international conflicts and issues in many different ways.


Describe, in detail, two ways other countries have been affected by an international conflict or issue.


In your answer, you must state the world issue you have studied.


MARKS: 6
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Top Tip!


In your exam, the knowledge and skills questions for International Issues will not refer to a particular country or issue. You will be expected to base the ‘describe’ or ‘explain’ answer around your knowledge and understanding of the world power or world issue you have studied.
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‘Explain’ questions
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HOW TO ANSWER


These are the more challenging type of knowledge and understanding question, as your answer must go beyond simple description to provide reasons. ‘Explain’ questions are worth between 6 and 8 marks. Depending on the marks allocated, you will provide either two or three explanations.


For a 6- and 8-mark answer, you can be awarded up to 4 marks for an explanation which is relevant with exemplification. In an 8-mark answer you can receive credit for three explanations, but only two will be accepted for a 6-mark question.
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Now look at an ‘Explain’ question and see what you need to do to get full marks:


Some victims of crime are affected more than others.


Explain, in detail, why some victims of crime are affected more than others.


MARKS: 6
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Hint!


Obviously, the consequences of crime impact on all its victims. Some groups, such as the elderly, may be affected more than others because of their vulnerability. Young people may feel more threatened by the gang and knife culture that might exist.
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HOW TO ANSWER


ANSWER 1


Victims of crime may be any age or gender, and come from all neighbourhoods. They may experience theft or assaults and suffer from anxiety and a lack of security. Knife crime, especially in England, is a major problem for young people while it may not impact on older members of society. Again, if you are a victim of crime and live in a high crime area, you will feel more vulnerable and insecure than a person who lives in a more prosperous and safe area.


Comment


This is a very weak answer with basic exemplification. No marks for first sentence. Some basic information is given for linking knife crime to young people and the different neighbourhoods that people live in. So overall this answer is a fail: 2/6.


What this candidate needs to do is to really answer the question by choosing a group in society and explain why they may be more affected. Answer 2 concentrates on the elderly.


ANSWER 2


Victims of crime may be any age or gender, and come from all neighbourhoods. The elderly are especially more vulnerable and can suffer devastating consequences because they tend to be more frail and can be easy victims of mugging and injuries. They are regarded as an easy target because they may not be able to put up much of a struggle. Even in their own homes the elderly are not safe. Some may be in a confused state and are more likely to be the target of internet fraud or be taken in by ‘cowboy’ builders and tradespeople. The impact of crime can be devastating for the elderly and some may be too afraid to leave their home.


According to the annual Scottish Crime and Justice survey, property crime causes the most annoyance, followed by violent crimes. Victims also reported experiencing shock and anger.


Comment


The first paragraph of this answer provides a detailed explanation of why the elderly may be more affected. It highlights their frailty and vulnerability to a range of crimes – so this excellent answer would be worth 4 marks. The second paragraph provides interesting official statistics but is not relevant, so gets no marks. Overall 4/6.


To improve this answer and gain full marks, the candidate should choose another group that is more affected by crime, for example young people or people living in poorer areas, as outlined below.


ANSWER 3


Victims of crime may be any age or gender, and come from all neighbourhoods. The elderly are especially more vulnerable and can suffer devastating consequences because they tend to be more frail and can be easy victims of mugging and injuries. They are regarded as an easy target because they may not be able to put up much of a struggle. Even in their own homes the elderly are not safe. Some may be in a confused state and are more likely to be the target of internet fraud or be taken in by ‘cowboy’ builders and tradespeople. The impact of crime can be devastating for the elderly and some may be too afraid to leave their home.
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