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				Hi, pleased to meet you.

			

		

		
			
				We hope you enjoy our book about football!

			

		

		
			
				I’m VARbot with all the facts and stats!

			

		

		
			
				SIMON

			

		

		
			
				DAN
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				introduction

			

		

		
			
				Are you one of the BILLIONS of people in the world who loves the world’s NUMBER ONE sport? 

			

		

		
			
				FOOTBALL RULES THE WORLD brings you the most incredible stories about the BIGGEST GAME on the planet . . . 

			

		

		
			
				If you are, then this is DEFINITELY the book for you!
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				From pioneering players and the greatest ever goals to the most magnificent matches in history, welcome to . . .

			

		

		
			
				FOOTBALL RULES THE WORLD!
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				CHAPTER 1

			

		

		
			
				history

			

		

		
			
				makers

			

		

		
			
				– big moments from ye olden days
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				25 December 1914 – the first Christmas of World War I. On that day, so it is said, thousands of British and German soldiers called a truce and the fighting stopped. 

				Instead, they shared food and drink, told jokes . . . and played football in the mud. 

			

		

		
			
				THE CHRISTMAS TRUCE

			

		

		
			
				merry christmas old chap!

			

		

		
			
				frohe weihnachten!
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				There are stories of an organised match, which the Germans won 3-2, but the history books say this probably didn’t happen. 

				But even if the soldiers only played kickabouts, it shows that sometimes – football is so much more than a game.
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