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  Summary (920-1250)


  By 920, the last of the Carolingian rulers had died; Magyars still ranged in the east, Vikings had begun to settle down in the West, and the Fatimids were occupying North Africa up to and including Egypt. In France, feudal nobles chose Hugh Capet as king in 987, since he was the weakest of nobles and not a threat to them. He and his successors had to act within the feudal system, using it to gradually attain more power, land, and prestige. By the late 1000s this process was moving along well enough such that Louis VI (1108-1137) was able to be supreme to other feudal lords in strength as well as title. Louis VII (1137-1180) had to deal with the Angevin Empire, an English-west French state based upon Anjou, Normandy, and England that was ruled by the Plantagenets. England had been conquered by William the Bastard in 1066, after which the top of Anglosaxon society was replaced by Normans. Thus, the Angevin Empire, based upon marriage alliances, was a real threat to French kings, and only in the time of Philip II Augustus (1180- 1223) was the French crown able to overcome their rivals, particularly at the Battle of Bouvines in 1214, when John of England and Otto IV of Germany were defeated. John went home in disgrace to face a baronial revolt forcing him to accept the Magna Carta (1215). France, under St. Louis IX (1226-1270) was the feudal kingdom par excellence. He used the feudal system to be a supreme, powerful, well-organized ruler with a reputation for justice and piety.


  Germany of the 930s-1050s was a comparatively strong monarchical state. Feudalism was shunned by the rulers from Otto I (937-973) onwards. After defeating the Magyars at Lechfeld in 955, he went on to rule based on reliance on and cotrol of the Church to get around nobles. He was drawn into Italy by rulership aspirations and Papal conflicts, and was crowned Holy Roman Emperor in 962. Otto II and Otto III were likewise crowned, appointing Popes, side-stepping nobility, and supporting Church reform. The arrangement led to Papal reform emerging from monasteries, which claimed that the Pope should have strict control of internal church affairs and that no secular ruler should meddle in church policy or appointments. This new tension led to the Papal- German Investiture Controversy during the period of Gregory VII ( 1073- 1084) and Henry IV (1056- 1106). Over the course of the controversy, the Emperor was deposed and the Pope ended up dying a Norman hostage, but by the 1130s it was gradually accepted by European sovereigns that only Popes could nominate high prelates, though kings could approve these appointments if they were strong enough. By 1100, the Papacy had become strong enough, well-organized enough, and prestigious enough, to call for a Crusade. Ever since the accomplishments of Byzantine Emperors from the 960s-1025, the Empire had entered a period of total internal decline. The Seljuk Turks' defeat of Byzantine forces at Manzikert (1071) made this decline an external one as well, and opened up Asia Minor to large-scale Turkic infiltration. The Eastern Church, in Schism from the Catholic west since 1054, seemed in danger, as did pilgrimage to Jerusalem. The First Crusade (1096-99) captured Jerusalem, and Crusader States stretching from Antioch to Ascalon were set up under western feudal nobles. By the 1140s, Muslim leaders had made a comeback, and the Second Crusade (1147) accomplished nothing. Jerusalem was lost to Salah al-Din al-Ayyubi in 1187. The Third Crusade (1189-91) was likewise unsuccessful. The Fourth Crusade (1202-1204) was diverted by its Venetian and Frankish leaders, and, feuding over unpayed ransom, ended up sacking Constantinople, and setting up Latin sates that lasted until the Byzantine ruler could return in 1261.


  The German monarchy had been weakened by its dispute with the Papacy, and only in the rule of Frederick I Barbarossa (1152-1190) was the crown able to make a comeback, under the Hohenstaufen dynasty. Recognizing feudal reality, he was able to make the lords view him as their feudal sovereign, usually exacting their loyalty. He went into Italy to put down the communes and first to aid the cause of the Popes, then to meddle in Papal succession controversies. Italian towns and the Papacy felt hemmed in by him, and thus combined to defeat his forces at Legnano (1176). He died during a successful command of German forces in the Third Crusade (1190). His son was Frederick II (1215- 1250), king of Germany and Sicily by marriage into the Norman house. An extremely cultured man, he earned the opposition of the Papacy and Italian towns for his policies of aggrandizement in Italy, as well as his repeated postponement of a Crusading venture. Eventually, he went east in 1229, but since he was able to acquire Jerusalem by negotiation and not conquest, he was excommunicated by the Pope Innocent IV. For the rest of his reign, he had to fight Papal and Italian town scheming against him. Jerusalem was finally regained for the last time by Muslim Khwarazmshah troops fleeing Mongol invaders in 1244. Around the same years the Spanish Reconquista under Castilian kings had gained two-thirds of the Iberian peninsula, just as anti-clerical and heretical movements were petering out in France.


  Context


  The history of Europe from 950-1250 is one of political, territorial, cultural, and economic expansion to a degree hardly conceivably at the beginning of the tenth century. Though broad ranging, this evolution is most easily visible in military-territorial terms. While the Europe of 900 was under siege by Magyars from the Southeast, Arab Muslims from the West and South, and Vikings from seemingly all directions, by 1100 at the latest it was the European polities that were on the move, hemming in or taming their neighbors and opponents. That individual European elites and monarchs could contemplate military campaigns in the Middle East, and then make good on these contemplations, is stark evidence of strides in manpower and motive forces. Of course, this reinvigoration is closely related to political and ideological evolutions distinguishing the post-1000 era from the 700-900s in such a manner that the later period appears to us as a much more mature phenomenon.


  In terms of political evolution, all the pre-850 states, with the extremely notable exception of Byzantium, crumpled under the foreign military onslaughts. Unitary sates--in the form of the Carolingian Empire--were unable to maintain stability, and a seemingly irreversible process of feudal localization of political, economic, and judicial power set in. During the first half of the High Middle Ages, though, the picture begins to change. In Germany, Henry the Fowler came to power and was able to begin holding back the Magyars. His descendents, in the form of the Saxon dynasty of Germany, instituted the "Ottonian System," a system of reliance on and control of the clergy, providing a monarchical administration that sidestepped the various duchies' leaders and thereby neatly avoided a full descent into localized feudalism. The nobles revolted throughout the period, but were never, until 1100, as strong as or as wealthy as the Church-reliant monarchy. In France, Hugh Capet and his descendants were forced to take another route, since the feudal localization of power was most advanced there, with counts and dukes allowing the monarchy's continuation only because its occupants were deemed quite weak. The Capetian dynasty gradually became stronger by working within and through the feudal political system. Eventually seen as the highest feudal lord, they used ties of vassalage and notions of feudal legal propriety to build up their power and wealth to the point that St. Louis IX could rule supreme in a French domain much larger even than the domains belonging to the Western Carolingians'. Spain in turn, while not renouncing feudalism in its Christian parts, was also a variation in that to attract settler-warriors for the Reconquista, Spanish sovereigns in Castile, Aragon, and other areas were quite liberal in the exemptions from feudal dues that they gave their subjects. In sections of Italy, the feudal model breaks down further, as urban communes wrested self- control from surrounding petty nobles, then forced the nobles into the cities. The communes continued to resist control from above, even when the opponent was the Pope or Holy Roman Emperor.


  Ideologically, too, this period shows an expanding horizon. Building on a foundation of monastic reform begun in the 900-1000s, the Papacy itself began to spearhead a reform of the Church as a whole, targeting clerical marriage and purchasing of prelate positions. Ultimately, the reform logic proceeded to demand that the Pope be the supremely recognized controller of the whole Church through a powerful administration in Rome, and that the Church, in the person of the Pope, have freedom untrammeled by elite laymen in all ecclesiastical matters. The Church began to demand that there be no secular political interference in the form of investiture of bishops or nomination of popes. This policy, of course, brought the Church into continuing conflict with secular kings, the German monarchy in particular. For its part, the German monarchy (as well as other kings) still aspired to that supposedly perfect union of Church and state exhibited by Charlemagne, who controlled his church. On the one hand, this desire exacerbated conflicts on the intellectual and political level, but it would also inspire monarchs to support both Christianization along the margins and campaigns against internal heretics. Whereas on individual matters Church and state often found themselves at odds, the entire intellectual structure of the time culminated in making the Crusades a viable notion in the minds of Church, kings, and feudal lords. This idea grew so powerful, it was able to capture the efforts and attentions of these various groups for centuries, even though the results, with the exception of Spai,n were ultimately so much less than had been hope.


  Less obvious, but instrumental to Europe's expansion, was the economic development from the late 900s. This process is visible primarily in town- development in central Europe, as well as in the flowering of commercial city- states in the Italian peninsula. Urban development in northern and Western Europe provided the financial backing for monarchs as well as feudal lords in the form of taxes and customs, and also provided new constituencies in support of further commercial expansion. This development would have great import past 1250, all the way into the seventeenth century. In more immediate terms, this entire period saw the initially plodding, then gradually faster development of Italian coastal cities organized by traders, for trade. Venice was the most conspicuous example of such a city-state, ruled as it was by a commercial oligarchy headed by the Doge. Its foreign policy consisted almost entirely of the effort to open up more areas for trade. To Venice must be added Amalfi, and later Pisa and Genoa. Of course, the Crusades aided in the economic expansion, as Latin warriors, and an impoverished Byzantine state, needed the maritime city states to provide naval forces, transportation, and much-needed commodities. The model that the Italian merchant states set, of establishing trade enclaves throughout the Aegean and Mediterranean that were politically tied to the center, would later be emulated by the Portuguese and Spanish in North and West Africa, hinting at the future Voyages of Discovery.


  Also important in this period is the gradual eclipse of Byzantium. From 900- 1261, the Empire rose to heights unknown since the rule of Heraclius in 628 and then fell prey to internal decay and external contraction, falling to its lowest point when it was occupied by Latin knights in the most profound perversion of the Crusades idea. In every respect though--in its bureaucracy, diplomatic skill, theological accomplishments, philosophical speculation, understanding of Islam, and wealth the Byzantine Empire remained far ahead of the West. We must attribute its difficulties during this period to yet another wave of nomadic migrations onto its soil (the Turks) combined with the unwillingness of indigenous elites to look out for anything but their own interests at a time when they no longer had the luxury to do so.


  In some ways, all this does not exhibit a protean change from the Europe of the 7-800s, and neither was there a paradigm shift. The relationships between king and feudal lord, church and state, and distrust of the Muslims that animated the High Middle Ages certainly existed in the Medieval era's early years. The Carolingians of the 650s-800s had risen because of personal lord-vassal relations, and saw them as totally legitimate. Similarly, Charles Martel, Pepin, Charlemagne, and Louis the Pious had definite ideas regarding the church-state link, and they all felt they knew best how to protect and mentor Christianity, while taking advantage of its worldly components. In turn, Popes of that era used secular leaders to shore up their positions, and claimed the right to overlordship over them, with just as little sustained success. Finally, part of the era's Christian identity involved anti-Muslim animus, and the military fight against them. Of course, in the High Middle Ages as well as in the early Medieval period, hatred of the other in one's midst--be it heretic, or more often Jew--was a rampant disease.


  This points to the inexcusable darker side of medieval life: intolerance was the rule, the policy. With a Christian frame of mind seeing itself as the only correct way, anything else was not simply wrong, but consigned to necessary extermination (as was the case for heretics or excessively speculative philosophers) or to subsistence in abject penury, ignominy, and social disability, as was the case for Jews. With the exception of more tolerant climes such as Muslim and early Christian Spain and Sicily, the intolerant approach was ubiquitous, tempered only by practical concerns such as the financial benefits of squeezing the out-group dry. At times, especially among the almost universally illiterate, uneducated, and superstitious masses, anti- Jewish animus exploded into an orgy of plundering and murder, as in the Peasants' Crusade. In this respect, medieval society from the 400s through the 1500s progressed not at all.


  Important Terms, People, and Events


  Terms


  
    Theme - Military district in Anatolia. From Heraclius onwards, commander combined administrative and military roles, with a peasant-soldier population.

  


  
    fursten - Princes set up German monarchs to help in urban administration and sidestep nobles. Became nobles.

  


  
    enqueteurs - Philip Augustus' agents sent out to monitor local officials.

  


  
    Cluny - In Burgundy, earnest monastics convinced William the Pious of Aquitane to found the Cluny monastery around 910. It was endowed generously from the start, so that it would not be dependent on secular rulers. Additional gifts of land or provisions would not be in return for feudal services, but would be recompensed by the monks' prayers. The monks received the right to elect their own abbot, putting the position beyond lay interference. Cluny's founders tried to eliminate any potentially idle time by instituting heavy schedules of communal liturgical prayer services, in addition to fieldwork and manuscript reproduction. Cluniac monks attained a high level of sustainable piety and discipline throughout the tenth century and into the eleventh.

  


  
    Constitution of Melfi - Frederick II's new code of Law for Sicily. The king's total authority as legislator and adjudicator was underscored. Nobles saw prerogatives limited, and all major cases were assigned to royal courts. Sicily was administratively divided into provinces, and local officials were supervised by the central government. To encourage trade, customs duties were decreased.

  


  
    Curia - Papal cabinet of sorts, invigorated under Urban II to help him centrally administrate Church.

  


  
    Carthusian - Part of the monastic revival movement of the 1100s. Bernard of Clairvaux was one.

  


  
    Cathari - Heretical movement coming first from Anatolia and then Bulgaria. Manicheans seeing the Catholic Church as the incarnation of the Devils' rule. Also called Albigensians, focused in Languedoc.

  


  
    Kingdom of Asturias - Small kingdom in northern Spain. Christian, emerges in 700s.

  


  Names


  
    Muawiya - First Ummayad Caliph, comes to power by defeating Ali in 661. Starts naval incursions into Byzantium.

  


  
    Bulgars - Pagan people that moved southwest from Caspian are and began raiding Byzantium from 500s. Created state in 700-800s. Destroyed by Basil II.

  


  
    Leo the Isuarian - Byzantine Theme General who took power in 717 and then fought off the second Muslim siege. Inaugurated Iconoclasm.

  


  
    Irene - Byzantine Empress at end of 9th century. Rejected Iconoclasm and was financially profligate. Overthrown in 802.

  


  
    John Tzimisces - Brilliant Byzantine general, on December 10, 969 murdered Nicephoras Phocas. Major concerns dealt with his neighbors to the north and east, such as Sviatoslav of the Russians, who was finally defeated at Dristra on the Danube, in July 972. In 975, John turned his full attention to the East, campaigns here would represent the furthest extent of Byzantine reconquest for all the state's history. By the fall of that year, most of Palestine, Syria, and Lebanon were under Byzantine control.

  


  
    Sviatoslav - Russian leader and general, led men south of the Danube in 970s. Imperial forces utterly defeated the Russians at Arcadiopolis. In 972, John Tzimisces led armies to the old Bulgarian capital of Preslav and engaged the Russians in a fierce battle. The Russians broke, and so Preslav was later occupied by Greek forces around Easter 972. Sviatoslav fled and was finally defeated at Dristra on the Danube, in July 972.

  


  
    Fatimid - Shi'i Muslim dynasty emerging from Tunisia to conquer Egypt in 969. Controlled Palestine during Crusades to 1170s.

  


  
    Basil II - Byzantine Emperor, 976-1025. Destroyed Bulgars, held up eastern defenses. Most glorious ruler of Byzantium after Heraclius.

  


  
    Vladimir of Rus - Head of Russian Kiev state. Helped Basil II retain power early on; married Basil's sister in return for conversion to Greek Orthodoxy.

  


  
    Otto I (r. 936-973) - Saxon emperor of Germany. Defeated Magyars, settled Papal matters, was crowned emperor. Ruled without feudal relations.

  


  
    Henry III (r. 1039-1056) - German Emperor descending into Rome to install mostly reform popes.

  


  
    Pope Leo IX (1048-1054) - Pope installed by Henry III, supported papal autonomy from secular rulers and was a reforming bishop.

  


  
    Henry IV (1056-1106) - German Emperor during Investiture Controversy. German nobles had gained power during his long minority, and as emperor he faced a revolt of nobles in league with the papacy. Eventually put both down, but the effort weakened the German monarchy.

  


  
    Pope Gregory VII (1073-1085) - Hildebrand, reforming pope, and chief Church protagonist in Investiture Controversy. Died as a Norman hostage. Began many ideas that later emerged in Crusades.

  


  
    Pope Urban II (1088-1099) - Had been a secretary to Gregory VII. Brought Papacy back to Rome. Was a Cluniac Prior. Articulated Crusader idea, launched the first one. Established a better central papal bureaucracy.

  


  
    Alexius Comnenus - Byzantine Emperor from 1080-1118. Appealed to West for help post-Manzikert. Reclaimed western Asia Minor lands after First Crusade.

  


  
    Godfrey of Bouillon - Crusading leader in First Crusade, became king of Jerusalem for one year in 1099.

  


  
    Bohemond - Norman adventurer-crusader from First Crusade. Became Count of Antioch in 1098.

  


  
    Zengi - Seljukid Amir of Mosul who began Muslim comeback in Crusades. Took Edessa in 1144.

  


  
    Salah al-Din al-Ayyubi - Overthrew Fatimids in Egypt, setting up Ayyubid dynasty and uniting Egypt and the Fertile Crescent. Defeated crusader armies at Hattin in 1187 and took Jerusalem back in 1188. Muslim personage of great chivalry value to western medieval legend.

  


  
    Seljuks of Rum - Turkic principality focused on Anatolia. Under nominal suzerainty of Great Seljuks in Baghdad. Defeated Byzantine forces under Manuel Comnenus in 1071 and 1176.

  


  
    Manuel Comnenus (1143-1180) - Byzantine Emperor, insisted on Crusader states recognizing his imperial status. Allowed more privileges to westerners in empire. Was defeated by Seljuks at Myriocephalum in 1176.

  


  
    Philip I (1060-1108) - French king, began turning the tide of feudal decomposition in France by insisting on his crown rights and using all means to increase his power.

  


  
    Philip II Augustus - French king, 1180-1223. Saw to institutional growth of French monarchy; reined in feudal nobles. Fought Angevins and beat John of England at Bouvines, bringing much of France back to crown control. Participated in Third Crusade.

  


  
    Louis IX - St. Louis, French king 1226-1270. French monarchy at strongest relative to nobles. Known for piety, justice. Crusaded twice, got all Plantagenet lands back except for Gascony.

  


  
    Ferdinand I of Leon - Important Reconquista personage. Began appointing French monks as Spanish bishops from the 1050s. These monks were not as impressed with Muslim grandeur as the Spaniards had been, and the Church reformation gave the Spaniards a reinvigorated Christian identity, highlighting confessional differences from the Muslims.

  


  
    Barbarossa - German emperor, 1152-1190. Attempted over twenty years to reassert German control in Italy, over towns and Popes. Extremely activist, but was unable to control the independent Italian towns. Died during Third Crusade.

  


  
    Arnold of Brescia - Leader of Italian commune in 1050s. Anti-sacerdotal, called on Church to return to apostolic poverty. Captured and executed by Barbarossa.

  


  
    Frederick II - German Emperor (1215-1250), king of Sicily through mother. Highly cultured and of eclectic interests, knew Arabic, more Sicilian than German, espoused feudal laissez faire policies in Germany but aspired to close central control in Italy. Opposed by Pope for his Italian interests, and excommunicated when negotiated return of Jerusalem in 1229 rather than its military liberation. Fought the resurrected Lombard league, was never able to pacify north-central Italy.
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