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So, I was having a quiet evening eating my favourite


tea – a fish-finger sandwich (yum!) – when all of a


sudden, there was a loud BANG!


Followed by an even louder FIZZ!


And, finally, a huge POP!


Then all the lights went out.


Mum shouted, “Duck!”


Dad cried, “Intruder!”


There was no way I was going to let an intruder get


between me and my sandwich! I jumped up on the


coffee table, scattering magazines all over the floor, to


scan the dark room.


My older sister, Jemima, was EVEN MORE irritated


than I was. No light meant she couldn’t do her


homework, and that made her angrier than an angry


weasel having a bad day.


“Hey, I’ve got homework to do!” she yelled.


Jemima loves doing homework. All kinds of homework.


She would probably even do my homework if she ran


out of her own. She actually prefers homework to


fish-finger sandwiches! Yes, really!







There was a loud rustle in the corner. When the light


still didn’t come back on, Jemima dived across the


room to try to grab whatever was making the noise.


Unfortunately, all she did was bump into Grandpa,


who was fast asleep in his favourite armchair.


“Nothing!” she said in a disappointed voice. She then


whispered: “At least I didn’t wake Grandpa up.”


“I’m taking charge of this!” announced Dad. “Time


for a net!” He proceeded to throw a large mosquito net


in the direction of the noise – except it just ended up


landing on Mum.


“Help!” shrieked Mum, who was now in a total


tangle. “Get this thing off me!”


Now seems like an appropriate time to mention


that we Smedleys are more than just your regular,


everyday family. We have a little secret.







In fact, it’s an enormous, amazing, incredible secret.


We are also a crack team of crime-busting football


ninjas! Together, we are experts in foot-jitsu – an


ancient combination of football skills and traditional


martial arts.


So, when there is an unexpected power cut, my


parents immediately fear the worst. Perhaps


somebody wants to steal our ninja secrets?


We were all poised, like ninja panthers, ready to


pounce. Then we heard the rustle again. This time it


was even louder.


It was time for some foot-jitsu! I quickly jumped up on


to the sideboard, and used my foot to flip a torch into


the air.


“We’ll soon see who you are,” I cried as I caught the


flying torch.







Except, when I put the torch on, there was no super


villain waiting to strike. No minion plotting their next


move.











































