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Collect them all!
Why not try these other Books for Boys:

 

Robin Hood’s Best Shot

A Footballer Called Flip

There’s a Spell up my Nose

Boy Racer

Aliens Stole my Dog

The Boy who had (nearly) Everything

Alex, the Walking Accident
Through the Cat-Flap

The Knights of the Brown Table

The Secret Superhero

Ghost Striker at the Football Club

Save that Train!

From Burglar to Football Star

The Footballer from Outer Space

Rory’s Piratical Leg
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My New Beginning

My first text message to the boy read:
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That was before I learned about commas or full stops or capital letters.

Still, it wasn’t bad, was it? Not for a hamster.
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Allow me to introduce myself. My name is Goldy. I am 13 centimetres long. I have a band of white round my middle but I am mostly golden. My tail is rather short but Ludo says I have ears like tulips and a beautiful nose. He also says I am a genius.

I was born in a laboratory with three brothers and four sisters. They were taken away before I got to know them and then I was given a cage to myself, one of a long row. Professor Sedley was my friend. He kept my cage clean, changed my straw and filled my water bottle. He was especially keen to know how different kinds of food changed my behaviour, so I had plenty to eat.
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He would sit and study me for hours. He watched me run on my whizz-wheel. He was interested in the way I made my nest with different materials. He gave me seeds and vegetables and watched. I carried on as before. He tried me on insects. I liked them, but didn’t do anything unusual. He watched what I did after eating dried cat food. There was no difference.
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Finally he made the Special Mixture for me. I’m not sure what was in it. At first I didn’t like the taste of it or the smell of oily fish. But I got used to it and then I grew to love it. I filled my cheek pouches to bursting and stuffed so much of it into my nest that there was hardly room for me. And wow! It changed me!
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The Special Mixture made me feel strong and full of energy. More than that, it made me feel brainy. I started thinking and having clever ideas about all sorts of things.


I began to whizz faster and faster on my wheel and try out things with my toys. Soon I found that I could do backward flips and balance a cotton reel on my nose for ages. That got Professor Sedley very excited. He ran to bring other white-coats to see me. A flock of them arrived holding shiny pads. I didn’t know then what these pads were but I thought: “Woah! Careful, Goldy! Think! If you show these humans how clever you are, you could be in this cage for the rest of your life!”






You see, I had already decided I would like to leave my cage and explore the Outside.
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