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				Introduction


			


		


		

			

				The FA Official England Women’s Fact File celebrates the achievements of the amazing players who have represented the nation since the team’s first official match kicked off in 1972. 
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				In this book, you will read about legendary Lionesses from past seasons, meet today’s talented squad and discover young players tipped to be future stars. One thing they all share is the feeling of pride each time they have pulled on the shirt bearing the Three Lions. 


				Included are all the important facts, stats and records, so whether you are a lifelong England fan or are just joining the squad members on their 


				journey, a feast of football awaits. Look back at England’s performances at the FIFA Women’s World Cup and the UEFA Women’s EUROs and discover more memorable moments in the Lionesses’ history. 


				Fifty years on from their official debut, and with a home EUROs to contest in 2022, the future of the current England side has never looked brighter.
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				Building the Dream


			


		


		

			

				Women’s football in England was huge during and after the First World War, drawing crowds of more than 50,000 fans in a golden age for the sport. But from 1921 to 1971 women were banned from playing on pitches that belonged to member clubs of the FA, as the game was deemed “quite unsuitable for females”.


			


		


		

			

				Momentum for women to play again began to build after the England Men’s victory at the 1966 FIFA World Cup, but it wasn’t until 1972 that England Women kicked off their first official match. Pitches and facilities were poor, kits and equipment were second hand and women were not paid to play for their country – until as recently as 2009. It was clear that many strides were needed to be taken to make up for those lost 50 years. 


				Although the ban in the women’s game rippled across Europe, the wilderness years had put England’s rivals a few steps ahead. England Women qualified for just one of the first four FIFA World Cups, while they have yet to win a UEFA Women’s European Championship.


				Over the short history of the England Women football team, a host of pioneers – players, coaches, officials and more incredible women and men behind the scenes – have helped pave the way for the next generation of women and girls to play the game they love. Now women in football can play professionally, and England can boast one of the strongest women’s international teams in the world. The Lionesses play with passion, pride and for you – the fans.
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				England Women: A Timeline


			


		


		

			

				1920


			


		


		

			

				The first unofficial women’s international game is played. Dick, Kerr Ladies FC beat a French side 2-0. 


			


		


		

			

				1921


			


		


		

			

				The FA bans women from playing on its members’ grounds, claiming football is “unsuitable” for females.


			


		


		

			

				1971


			


		


		

			

				Fifty years later, the ban is finally lifted in England.


			


		


		

			

				1972


			


		


		

			

				England Women beat Scotland Women in the team’s first official fixture.


			


		


		

			

				1984


			


		


		

			

				England finish as runners-up in a European Competition for women’s football, contested by four nations. 


			


		


		

			

				1998


			


		


		

			

				Hope Powell is appointed as England Women’s first full-time coach.


			


		


		

			

				2005


			


		


		

			

				The 2005 UEFA Women’s Championship is played in England, attracting record attendances and millions of TV viewers.


			


		


		

			

				2009


			


		


		

			

				Hope Powell masterminds contracts for England players, paying them a salary for the first time. The team finish as runners-up at the Women’s EURO in Finland. 


			


		


		

			

				2015


			


		


		

			

				The Lionesses record their best ever run at a World Cup, finishing third in Canada.


			


		


		

			

				2017


			


		


		

			

				England reach another semi-final, at the EURO tournament, hosted by the Netherlands. 


			


		


		

			

				2019


			


		


		

			

				England win the SheBelieves trophy and finish fourth at the World Cup in France.


			


		


		

			

				2021


			


		


		

			

				The Lionesses go unbeaten in all of their competitive fixtures, scoring an impressive 53 goals.


			


		


		

			

				2022


			


		


		

			

				England host the UEFA Women’s EURO 2022, with support for the team at record levels. 
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				Steph HOUGHTON


			


		


		

			

				Leading Lionesses


			


		


		

			

				stats


				Born: 23 April, 1988 (Durham)


				Position: Defender


				Caps: 121


				Goals: 13


				Debut appearance: March 2007 v Russia


				Debut goal: March 2009 v South Africa
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				Steph’s Story 


				From the moment she could walk, Steph Houghton was always kicking a ball around with her dad, brother or friends in the north-east of England. She was first scouted aged nine, while on a football camp at Sunderland FC during the school holidays. At that time there was no proper academy, so Steph joined the under-16s team. 


				Steph was barely a teenager in her first season with Sunderland’s first team, and then played as a midfielder. Training was part-time, kits were handed down from the men’s teams and women had to pay to play. Steph pushed herself hard and in 2007 she won the FA Young Player of the Year award. 


				Her first senior England call-up came at the age of 17. Under manager Hope Powell, Steph was determined to become a better player – the fittest and best version of herself. But days before the England squad were about to fly out to the World Cup in China, she suffered a devastating leg break in training. Steph worked her way back to fitness, but was seriously injured again just before the Women’s EURO 2009 squad was announced. It took two and a half years for her to return to full fitness.


				Steph’s first taste of a World Cup was in 2011, when she came on as a sub in England’s final game of the tournament. EURO 2013 came two years later, but England disappointingly finished bottom of their group. In January 2014, after winning a host of trophies with Arsenal, Steph was named captain of England Women at the age of 25. Steph, now playing in defence, quickly grew into the role, showing strong skills as the Lionesses’ leader. It was under her captaincy that England reached their first ever World Cup semi-finals, at the 2015 tournament in 


				Canada. In doing so, the team inspired thousands of women, girls and fans to get involved in football. 


				Steph led England to a second semi-final in a row at Euro 2017, losing out to hosts the Netherlands. Then, in 2018, she earned her 100th international cap. 2019 was an unforgettable year for Steph, now Phil Neville’s choice of skipper, and England Women. The defender scored a fantastic free-kick against world champions the USA, earning a point that helped the Lionesses to win the SheBelieves Cup. The World Cup followed that summer, with England again reaching the semi-finals. Steph’s goal against Cameroon saw the Lionesses progress to the quarter-finals, but a stronger opponent, the USA, stood firm in the semis. England’s dreams of reaching their first World Cup final were ended as Steph saw her penalty saved late in the game. It was heartbreak for England, as the holders went on to win the World Cup. 


				Steph has always been passionate about inspiring the next generation of young girls and boys to get into football and live their dreams. While she knows her playing career won’t last forever, her legacy as a leader of the Lionesses certainly will.
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