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Introduction





Cambridge Checkpoint Lower Secondary English Student’s Book 7 is the first in a series of three books designed to cover the Cambridge Lower Secondary English curriculum framework.


This Student’s Book will introduce you to a wide and varied range of English experiences and assignments, which are then built on and broadened in Stages 8 and 9.


We hope the work you do in this book will be enjoyable and challenging, whether it sets you up for further study in English or provides valuable practice for your use of English in everyday situations.


You will cover a range of activities to practise your reading, writing, speaking and listening skills.


Each chapter also contains key skills sections which hone in on a specific topic. Some of these may be revision activities, such as revisiting paragraphs and topic sentences, but some may introduce newer areas of learning such as creating distinctive voices. The texts and activities become more challenging as you work through each book to match your growing understanding of English.


You will find a variety of genres in the reading texts, drawn from a range of cultures, geographical locations and authorial voices. There should be something interesting here for everybody and you may find new styles of writing you haven’t encountered before!


We hope you enjoy the exercises and activities in this book alongside your studies of Cambridge Lower Secondary English. Ask for help if you need it but try hard first. Studying English stretches and develops your skill set and it can be very rewarding!












How to use this book






The chapter opener pages give you a snapshot of all the exciting reading, writing, speaking and listening skills you will practise in the chapter, along with the key skill(s) you will focus on, and introduce the new topic with a discussion.
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Activity


These boxes allow you to explore and practise skills in pairs or groups.
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Exercise


These boxes allow you to practise and consolidate skills on your own.
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Author, poet or playwright


These boxes provide extra information about the creators of texts. This is often useful when a text has been created in a particular social, historical or political context.
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KEY WORDS


These boxes explain all the literary and grammar terms. The key words are repeated in the glossary pages at the back of the book for easy revision.
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[image: ] LET’S TALK


These activities offer opportunities to discuss the content in pairs, groups or as a class.
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Spelling


These boxes encourage you to think about the spelling rules and patterns you have learned in previous stages.
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These boxes ask questions for you to think about as you read through the texts. You may prefer to try answering these on your second or third reading or after attempting the activities or extracts.
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WORD ATTACK SKILLS


These boxes ask you to look at vocabulary and language in context. This includes working out the meaning of unfamiliar words, looking at a writer’s choice of language and discussing linguistic and literary techniques.
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HINT


These boxes guide you to think about specific things.
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Spotlight on


These boxes ask you to think about specific aspects of the text, such as purpose, audience, historical context and theme.
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The Reviewing section at the end of each chapter lets you evaluate the texts you have read, suggests similar or contrasting texts for further reading and asks you to reflect on your learning in the chapter.
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This means that there is a listening activity, with an audio track reference. All audio is available to download for free from www.hoddereducation.com/cambridgeextras
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EXTENSION


These are more demanding tasks or tasks that help you to practise a wider range of skills.
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GLOSSARY


This box gives you the meaning of any words from the text that may be new or challenging.
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The reading cycle






Follow these three steps to read actively:




	
1  Before reading

It may sound silly to prepare your brain to read a text, but knowing what the text type or genre is and what subject you are reading about helps you to comprehend what you read and to make connections to past learning and/or experiences.




	
•  Look for clues about the text type or genre.


	
•  Read the title and subtitle to find out what the text is about.


	
•  Use skimming and scanning techniques to look for:



	
•  the layout of the text


	
•  heading levels and/or numbering of headings or subheadings


	
•  emphasis given through the use of different colours, key words, italics or bold


	
•  artwork, illustrations and/or photographs and their captions


	
•  graphics and graphs, diagrams, charts or maps


	
•  key words or specific details.











	
2  During reading

These activities will help you to analyse the structure and language features in more detail.




	
•  Use the Word attack skills boxes to work out the meaning of words using contextual clues, the word families they are from, the morphology or root of the words.


	
•  Ask questions while you read. Use the questions that appear alongside the texts.


	
•  Make notes of main and supporting ideas.


	
•  Visualise what is being described (particularly in descriptive writing).


	
•  Pay attention to the way the creator of the text has used language and grammar to enhance the meaning in texts and to create effects.








	
3  After reading

These activities will help you to understand the meaning of the text.




	
•  Think about the purpose and audience of the text. What was it supposed to do? Who was it written for?


	
•  Evaluate the impact of the text on you. What is your opinion of the text?


	
•  Evaluate and discuss different interpretations of the text.


	
•  Think about texts that are similar to, or contrast with, the text.


	
•  Exercise critical language awareness:



	
•  Distinguish between facts and opinions.


	
•  Compare direct (explicit) and implied (implicit) information and meaning.


	
•  Determine the social, political and cultural background of texts.


	
•  Identify emotive and manipulative language such as stereotyping and bias.
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The writing cycle








	
1  Generate ideas by brainstorming, writing your ideas on paper or talking with others or doing research. Think about:



	
•  your audience – who will read your work? Who is your text for?


	
•  the intended purpose of your writing – is it to entertain, inform, persuade or a combination of those things?


	
•  the writing features you will use to suit the text type or genre.








	
2  Organise your ideas by planning your writing.



	
•  Use different planning methods to shape your ideas, such as a mind map, a storyboard or an online template.







	
3  Write a draft. Think about:



	
•  the tone and register (formal or informal) you should use (see page 30)


	
•  developing distinctive voices for your characters (see page 43).








	
4  Revise your draft. Think about:



	
•  the types of sentences you could use: simple (page 44), compound (page 44), complex (page 44) or compound-complex sentences (page 99) and using different types of sentences to avoid monotony


	
•  the range of punctuation you could use: ellipses (page 118), colons (page 6), semi-colons (page 137) or dashes (page 6)


	
•  using appropriate connectives or beginning sentences with interesting connectives (page 124)


	
•  the range of language you could use to make your writing more interesting, such as using better adjectives (page 40) or adverbs (page 49).








	
5  Edit your writing.



	
•  Evaluate your writing by checking your language, grammar, spelling and the structure of your writing.


	
•  Ask a partner to read your writing and do the same.


	
•  Correct any mistakes.








	
6  Proofread your writing.



	
•  Rewrite or type your work. Think about different layouts and decide which one will best suit your purpose: handwritten, printed or onscreen.


	
•  Read through your work carefully to make sure that you have corrected all your mistakes.








	
7  Present your writing.
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1 Is that a fact?








IS THAT A FACT?
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Reading




	
•  Advertisements


	
•  Tourist guides


	
•  Timetables


	
•  Sport rules


	
•  Online encyclopedias


	
•  Advice columns
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Speaking and listening




	
•  Listening for factual information


	
•  Discussing recipes and visual texts


	
•  Giving clear information
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Writing




	
•  Instructions on how to make a box kite


	
•  Information brochure about a theme park


	
•  Using fast, accurate handwriting to make notes
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Key skills




	
•  Word families


	
•  Paragraphs and topic sentences


	
•  Punctuation: dashes, colons and brackets


	
•  Bias
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[image: ] LET’S TALK


There are texts all around us, from advertising billboards to the destination indicator boards on local buses, from direction signs at road junctions to the menu selections on display in restaurant windows.




	
•  What is the function or purpose of these texts?


	
•  What are the features of a good factual text?


	
•  Do you think that factual texts are easier to write than fiction ones? Why do you say so?
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Reading





Writing that gives factual information


Writers convey factual information in different ways and for different purposes. This chapter is about how writers use language to give information and instructions, and how they describe, advise and entertain – and sometimes show bias. You will explore the information in advertisements, recipes, timetables, brochures and encyclopedias. You will read an advice column and an information text designed to entertain. You will also look at how writers organise their texts to provide this information clearly.
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Spotlight on: purpose


When you read a text, always first consider what its purpose is. Why was it written?
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WORD ATTACK SKILLS


Discuss what the highlighted words in the advertisement mean and how you pronounce them.
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Extract: Advertisement




	
•  Three-bedroom townhouse


	
•  10 m2 living room


	
•  Dining room with parquet floor


	
•  Original wooden staircase


	
•  Good size bathroom with shower


	
•  Fireplace in main bedroom


	
•  Attic space – potential for further bedroom


	
•  Cellar


	
•  Broadband connection, electricity and gas


	
•  Close to local amenities and golf course


	
•  Station/airport less than 30 minutes’ drive
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[image: ] LET’S TALK




	
1  Do you think the description of the house in the advertisement gives enough information to someone who might be interested in buying it? Think about the purpose of the text before you answer. Is there any information that could be added?


	
2  Discuss the layout of the advertisement. What punctuation has the writer used? Why? What do you notice about the length of the phrases? Is this useful for the reader? Do you have any other suggestions about how this text could be organised?
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KEY WORDS


factual information information that is accurate, true and can be checked


purpose the reason or intention for writing the piece, e.g. to amuse, to inform, to entertain
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Activity 1.1


Work in a pair and write your own advertisement for a house or apartment that you would like to buy. Give at least 10 pieces of factual information about the house. Consider how you can present the text to make it easy to read. Punctuation is important, so think about how you will use it.
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EXTENSION


The advertisement you have read gives information but it does not use language to attempt to persuade the reader. Work in a group and discuss what you could add to the advertisement to make the house seem more attractive.
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Listening





Listening for factual information
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Geysers throw up jets of hot water at regular intervals
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Spotlight on: factual texts


Factual texts often have numbers, dates and they use precise vocabulary. Make a note of any of these that you think are important as you listen to the text about geysers.
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WORD ATTACK SKILLS


You will have heard these words in the text:




	
[image: ]  dormant


	
[image: ]  prone


	
[image: ]  fissures





Listen to the text again and discuss the meanings of these words with a partner.
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Activity 1.2
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A geyser is a hole in the ground from which hot water and steam burst out at irregular intervals. Look at the photograph.




	
1  Work in a small group and quickly describe what you think you would experience if you saw a real one. What would you see, hear and feel?


	
2  Listen to a text about geysers in Iceland.
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[image: ] LET’S TALK




	
1  What can make a dormant geyser erupt again? Why?


	
2  How would you know when a geyser was about to erupt?
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Exercise 1.1


Look at the first notes you made, then listen to the text again. Write down five facts about geysers in Iceland from this text. Write one short paragraph using these facts. Then, read and evaluate the notes your partner made. You could use this checklist:




	
•  Was the handwriting clear and easy to read?


	
•  Did your partner cover all the main ideas in the time available?


	
•  Were the notes short, with clear meanings?
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KEY WORD


paragraph a group of closely related sentences that develop a central idea
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HINT


You will have to write quickly while you are listening. Make sure that your notes are clear, accurate and easy to read. If your notes are not precise or easy to read, you could make errors in your paragraph.
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Reading





An online encyclopedia


Read this text about a world-class tennis player by yourself.
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Extract: Serena Williams
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Serena Jameka Williams was born on 26 September 1981 in Saginaw, Michigan in the USA. She is a professional tennis player who has spent much of her career ranked world number one in singles and world number one in doubles with her sister (Venus Williams). She first became world number one on 8 July 2002. Ranked world number one by the Women’s Tennis Association (WTA) eight times, she is considered one of the greatest champions ever. In 2012 she won Olympic Gold Medals both in the women’s singles and also in the doubles competition in which she was partnered by her sister Venus Williams. She has won 39 Grand Slam titles in singles, women’s doubles and mixed doubles as well as four Olympic gold medals.


Vital statistics:






	
Height: 5’ 9” (1.75 m)

	
Pro since: September 1995







Plays: Right-handed (two-handed backhand)
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WORD ATTACK SKILLS


Some of the vocabulary is very specific to the world of tennis.


Do you understand what these words mean?




	
[image: ]  singles


	
[image: ]  doubles


	
[image: ]  ranked


	
[image: ]  mixed doubles
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Activity 1.3


In a pair, find a subject or person that you and your partner are both interested in.




	
1  Discuss what information you would expect to find in an encyclopedia entry about your subject.


	
2  Discuss what information you would expect to find in an opinion piece like a newspaper article or a blog about your subject.


	
3  Find an encyclopedia entry and an opinion piece about your subject.



	
a  Review and discuss the information in each text.


	
b  Take one text each and quickly make notes about the main ideas in each text. Spend 5–8 minutes making the notes.








	
4  Discuss the differences in the information and how it is presented.


	
5  Which text did you enjoy the most? Can you say why?
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Spotlight on: encyclopedias


The purpose of an encyclopedia is to provide accurate factual information on a wide range of topics.
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[image: ] LET’S TALK


After you have read the text about Serena Williams, talk about the features of this type of information text.




	
1  Look at the way the text is organised.



	
•  Why is some of the information given in point form under a heading?








	
2  What can you say about the language?

	
•  Which verb tenses are used?


	
•  Are the sentences long or short?


	
•  Are there any similes or other literary devices?
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KEY WORD


verb a word that describes an action
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A tourist guide
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Activity 1.4




	
1  Look at the following text quickly and write down in one sentence what you think it is about.


	
2  Work in a pair.



	
a  Discuss the purpose of this text. Who will read the text (who is the audience)? Will you find facts or opinions in this text?


	
b  Look at and comment on the way the text is organised. Are the headings useful? Is the text organised in sections or paragraphs? What punctuation has been used?








	
3  Read the brochure in detail.
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KEY WORD


audience people who read a text (or watch a performance)
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Extract: Hong Kong travel tips
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A visit to Hong Kong can be VERY confusing if it is your first visit. Here are some tips which will help you to prepare for your trip – and keep you safe!


Climate


There are four seasons In Hong Kong. This means that you can experience different weather conditions at different times of the year.


Winter (from mid-December to February): Temperatures may be as low as 6 °C. Many people find this a good time to visit as the weather is cool and comfortable without much rainfall.


Spring (from March to mid-May): Temperatures range from 18 to 27 °C. The evenings can still be cool so a light jacket or sweater would be useful.


Summer (from June to August): Temperatures rise to +30 °C, humidity soars and there are frequent thunderstorms.


Autumn (from September to December): Humidity falls and temperature levels are more tolerable, so this is also a very good time to visit.


Language


The official languages in Hong Kong are Chinese and English. Many people understand and speak English well, but there are also many who do not. You will find that some restaurants have their menus only in Chinese. If you are planning to use public transport or taxis, it is a good idea to ask your hotel to write the hotel’s address and your destination details in Chinese, as well as in English, before you leave – and you won’t get lost!


For more visitor information, you can go to the following official website: http://www.discoverhongkong.com/eng/index.jsp
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Spotlight on: brochures


Brochures give factual information. Sometimes the text includes opinions too.
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WORD ATTACK SKILLS


Work out the meanings of the following words from the context:




	
[image: ]  range


	
[image: ]  soars
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Exercise 1.2




	
1  At what time of the year would you plan to travel to Hong Kong? Give a reason for your answer.


	
2  Why might it ‘come in useful’ to have the name and address of your hotel written down in both Chinese and English?
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Key skills





Punctuation: dashes, colons and brackets


A dash (–) is a short horizontal line that is placed in the middle of a line of text. Dashes are sometimes used instead of commas to give more emphasis to words or phrases in a sentence. They can also introduce an opinion.


Attic space – potential for further bedroom


Here are some tips which will help you to prepare for your trip – and keep you safe!


Dashes are also used to show ranges between numbers. (Note: there is no space before or after the dash in these examples.)


It erupts every 8–10 hours.


A colon (:) consists of two dots. It is used to introduce information (in a list or a paragraph sometimes). This helps to organise information and can make a text easier to read.


Winter (from mid-December to February): Temperatures may be as low as 6 °C.


There are three more ingredients we need to make the cake: flour, butter and chocolate.


Brackets can be used to separate words and numbers or to give additional information.


Because of the high temperature of volcanic rock (around 200 °C), the trapped air is heated to high temperatures.
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HINT


Don’t confuse a dash with a hyphen (-) or an underscore (_) on your keyboard. We often use hyphens to make compound words.


A dash can be an effective device to use in your writing but you should not over-use it.
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Exercise 1.3




	
1  Rewrite these sentences using dashes where appropriate to give emphasis or to show a range of numbers.



	
a  Ranked world number one by the Women’s Tennis Association (WTA) eight times. She is considered one of the greatest champions ever.


	
b  It can get very hot in summer, more than 30 °C.


	
c  Temperatures range between 21 and 25 °C in spring.


	
d  I really like this apartment. Lots of potential!
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Activity 1.5


Work in a pair and discuss how you can use punctuation to make this factual text easier to read.


Draft a revised text with a better layout. Cut some words and use dashes, colons or brackets.
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The Kalahari Desert which is also known as the Kgalagadi Desert is a large area of desert and grassland in southern Africa. The area forms part of Botswana, Namibia and South Africa. The area is covered in red sand and there is little permanent surface water.


The climate of the area is harsh. There is little rainfall. The area gets between 110 and 500 millimetres per year and the temperatures in summer are very high. The total area of the desert is about 900,000 square kilometres.


The traditional inhabitants of the area are the San people. They have lived in the Kalahari for 20,000 years. They live off the land and get water from plants.


The flora of the area consists of trees such as acacia, herbs, grasses, kiwano melon, African horned cucumber, jelly melon.


The fauna of the area consists of migratory birds, snakes, insects, elephants, giraffes.
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HINT


Use key words to list key information. For example:


Area: about 900,000 square kilometres
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Reading and speaking





A bus timetable
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Activity 1.6


In a small group, discuss the information in the timetable below.




	
1  What is the purpose of this text?


	
2  How is the information presented? What do you need to read first in order to understand it?
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Extract: City Safari


Penrose City Attractions offers a bus shuttle service to and from the city.


From City








	 

	Time

	 

	Location

	Pick-Up Point










	6.00 p.m.

	7.00 p.m.

	8.00 p.m.

	Lakeside Hotel

	Bus stop outside park (north gate)






	6.03 p.m.

	7.03 p.m.

	8.03 p.m.

	Yates Heights

	Bus stop outside shopping mall






	6.05 p.m.

	7.05 p.m.

	8.05 p.m.

	Park View Hotel

	Outside hotel lobby






	6.10 p.m.

	7.10 p.m.

	8.10 p.m.

	Penrose Plaza

	Bus stop on south of plaza






	6.12 p.m.

	7.12 p.m.

	8.12 p.m.

	Luxe Aparthotel

	Bus stop opposite hotel






	6.15 p.m.

	7.15 p.m.

	8.15 p.m.

	Central Hotel

	Taxi stand at Gosport Lane






	6.20 p.m.

	7.20 p.m.

	8.20 p.m.

	City Hotel

	Bus stop opposite hotel on Waldorf St






	6.25 p.m.

	7.25 p.m.

	8.25 p.m.

	William Road (near fountain)

	Bus stop outside Jones store (west entrance)






	6.30 p.m.

	7.30 p.m.

	8.30 p.m.

	Canada Hotel

	Outside hotel lobby






	7.00 p.m.

	8.00 p.m.

	9.00 p.m.

	City Safari

	 









To City








	Time

	Location

	Pick-Up Point










	Every half hour, from 9.00 p.m. to 11.30 p.m.

	City Safari

	At the bus stop outside the City Safari















	Fare Type

	Adult

	Child










	Single Trip

	$4.00/trip

	$2.00/trip






	Daily Pass

	$12.00/day (24hrs)

	$6.00/day (24hrs)
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Exercise 1.4


Work in a pair. Ask and answer questions about the timetable. Here are some examples to get you started.




	
•  How much would it cost you to travel from the City Safari to Penrose City and back again?


	
•  Where would you have to go to meet the bus if you were staying at the Canada Hotel, and how long would it take to get to the zoo?
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Spotlight on: layout


Some information is best presented in a table or a diagram. This makes it quick and easy to read.
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Reading





Writing with factual descriptions
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Activity 1.7




	
1  Work in a pair. Skim the text quickly, reading the headings and the captions under the photographs. Discuss briefly what the text is about.


	
2  Take turns to read the text aloud to each other, paragraph by paragraph. Identify what you think are the main ideas.
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Spotlight on: informative descriptions


Informative descriptions give readers facts, descriptions and illustrations or diagrams to help them to understand information.
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HINT


You do not have to understand every word in the text to get the gist (main idea) of the meaning. Focus on getting the gist first, then go back and read again in more detail.
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Exercise 1.5


Read this text silently to yourself. As you read, write down what you think are the key words. For example: Pompeii (Roman city), Mount Vesuvius, volcano, eruption.
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Extract: Pompeii




[image: ]



Pompeii as it looks today








In the first century CE, Pompeii was a large and busy Roman city on the Bay of Naples in the Mediterranean. It was destroyed when the volcano named Mount Vesuvius erupted. Many of the inhabitants of the city were killed as a result of the eruption but the city remained covered in volcanic ash, leaving behind a perfectly preserved example of city life in Roman times.


The eruption of Mount Vesuvius that took place on 24 August 79CE destroyed not only Pompeii but also nearby cities such as Herculaneum. Like Pompeii, Herculaneum was entirely covered by the volcanic ash and hot mud which Vesuvius belched forth. It was only 1,600 years after the eruption that these cities were rediscovered when archaeologists began to excavate the sites. Many of the buildings and streets have now been revealed and large numbers of artefacts giving evidence of the everyday life of the ancient inhabitants have been discovered, but the process of excavation continues. There are still many areas to excavate and explore.


What was Pompeii like before the explosion?


Pompeii had a population of about 20 000 people and it was a sophisticated city: houses had indoor running water and there was a lively marketplace, an amphitheatre for different types of entertainment and a well-organised local government. There were many wealthy people living there as we can deduce from the beautiful works of art found in many of the houses. As in other Roman cities, there were public baths, cobbled streets, sidewalks and a large number of shops selling everything the population would require.
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This is a street food shop in Pompeii










[image: ]



Ancient graffiti in Latin on the street walls








What happened when the volcano exploded?


Before the actual eruption, there had been rumblings coming from Vesuvius (which is not uncommon in volcanic areas) and people recorded seeing a very large cloud resting above the mountain. We now know that this was a cloud of volcanic ash and cinders, but at the time people thought this cloud was harmless. Volcanic ash, however, is thick, heavy and falls in huge amounts, accompanied by hot cinders and rocks; it chokes and suffocates all breathing beings and this is what happened to so many of the residents of Pompeii and Herculaneum. Pompeii and Herculaneum were buried beneath 3 metres of ash and debris. Few people managed to escape.


We know what happened when Vesuvius erupted because a Roman official and writer called Pliny the Younger witnessed it and he described what he saw to his friend, who was the historian Tacitus. He also helped to rescue some people there.
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An ash and rock volcanic eruption like the one that destroyed Pompeii
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Exercise 1.6




	
1  Refer to the list of key words that you made. Make short notes from the text, using bullet points, of all the factual details about Pompeii and the people who lived there before the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 79CE.


	
2  Now write a second group of notes containing all the facts about the eruption of Mount Vesuvius and its effects on the surrounding area.
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EXTENSION


Work in a small group. Compare the notes you have written for questions 1 and 2 with the original article.




	
•  What parts of the original article have not been included in your note versions of the events?


	
•  Do you think that these ‘missing’ parts help to make the communication of the facts more interesting to a reader? Give reasons for your answer.
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HINT


Make sure that your handwriting is clear even though you are writing fast or making rough notes!
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Key skills





Word families


Words in a word family have the same main part or root. For example, the words erupt, eruption, erupted and erupting all belong to the same word family.


We add prefixes or suffixes to a root to add meaning to the words. For example:




	
•  Add -ing or -ed to show verb tenses like the present continuous or a past tense.


	
•  Form different parts of speech like nouns, adjectives and adverbs by adding suffixes such as -able, -ness, -ish or -ly.


	
•  Make words with opposite meanings by using prefixes such as non- and un-.


	
•  Make comparative adjectives and adverbs by adding -er and -est.
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KEY WORDS


noun a word that gives the name of a person, place, thing or abstract idea


adjective a word that describes a noun


adverb a word that gives more information about an action or an adjective
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Why is this important?


If you know what erupt means, you can work out what the other words in the family mean.


If you know how to spell erupt and the suffix -ion, you can work out how to spell eruption.
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Activity 1.8


Read the following informative description in a pair.




	
1  Use your knowledge of word families to work out the meanings of the words in bold.


	
2  Say if each word is a noun, an adjective, an adverb or a verb. If the word is a verb, say what tense it is in.
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Herculaneum was an ancient town, located in Campania, Italy. The city was destroyed and buried under volcanic ash and pumice in the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 79CE. The city was blanketed in thick ash which preserved it and protected it against looting. Excavations have revealed a town with many luxurious villas, characteristic of a wealthy population. Only part of the city has been excavated, and much attention is given to the preservation of the excavated parts. Rules for visiting the site are strictly enforced.
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Exercise 1.7


Use your knowledge of word families to write the words in brackets in the correct forms.
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Other disasters also struck Pompeii


There have been other natural disasters that (affect) Pompeii. In 62CE, only 17 years before the (erupt), the city had to be (build) after (suffer) an earthquake.


In the year 202CE, Vesuvius (erupt) again and this time the (erupt) lasted for a whole week. There was another major eruption in 1631CE, which killed about 3,000 people, and there were further eruptions in 1631, 1913 and most (recent) in 1944. Vesuvius remains an active and (potential) (danger) volcano.
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Reading and speaking





Instructional texts
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[image: ] LET’S TALK


What is your favourite meal? Find a recipe for the meal in a recipe book or online and bring a copy to your group. Discuss the recipes: comment on the layout of the recipes (how the information is organised).




	
•  Which one is easiest to read? Why?


	
•  What type of punctuation is used in each recipe? How does this help us read the information?


	
•  Look at the instructions. Which verbs are commonly used? What form are they in?
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Spotlight on: instructional texts


Instructional texts explain how to make or do things. They use layout features such as numbering or bullet points to organise information.
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Activity 1.9


Read the chocolate brownie recipe in a pair.




	
1  Explain briefly to your partner how to make chocolate brownies.


	
2  Make your own notes about the features of recipe texts, for example, layout, vocabulary, punctuation and illustration.
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A recipe
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Extract: Chocolate brownies




[image: ]




Makes 6 large pieces


Ingredients:


200 g dark chocolate


100 g unsalted butter, softened


250 g caster sugar


4 eggs, beaten


1 tsp vanilla essence


60 g plain flour


60 g cocoa powder


Directions:




	
1  Preheat the oven to 165 °C and grease and line a 15 cm by 15 cm square brownie tin or baking tin.


	
2  Break up the chocolate into small pieces in a heatproof bowl and melt it down over a pan of gently simmering water. Remove from the heat and leave to cool until needed.


	
3  Whisk the butter and sugar together until they are light and fluffy and then gradually beat in the eggs. Add the vanilla essence and mix well.


	
4  Fold in the melted chocolate mixture and then sift in the flour and cocoa.


	
5  When the mixture is well combined, transfer to the prepared tin and cook for 25 to 30 minutes – the brownies should still be soft in the middle.


	
6  Transfer to a wire rack to cool and then cut into pieces.
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Exercise 1. 8


Rewrite the following recipe in a way that makes it clear and easy to follow.
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How to make a healthy toastie


Toasties are delicious and can be quite healthy too. All you need is some good bread, cheese and then perhaps some pickles, tomatoes or other veggies. They only take a few minutes and you can make them in a special machine or in a frying pan. Slice the bread and cheese – add some butter if you like. Piling the ingredients between the slices of bread is the fun bit! Then you can enjoy. Cooking should take about 5 minutes – until brown and gooey!
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HINT


You need to think about layout, punctuation and sentence structures. Pay attention to the order (sequence) of instructions and make sure the instructions are clear.
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Information that entertains
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Exercise 1.9


Bill is an agony uncle. This is somebody who gives personal advice to readers in a magazine, newspaper or online.


Read the following letter to the column and Bill’s reply, then answer the questions.




	
1  What is the purpose of this text?


	
2  Who is the audience (who is it written for)?


	
3  What information does Bill give in the reply?


	
4  Do you think this reply is helpful or not? Give a reason for your answer.


	
5  Write your own answer to this letter.
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Spotlight on: information texts that entertain


Some texts can entertain while providing information. Think about the advice columns online or in magazines, for example.
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Extract: Advice column
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Dear Bill


I need some advice. It’s about my dad. He just loves to play a game that he says is called Pokémon GO. It’s so embarrassing to go out with him. He’s always looking at his phone and chasing things around. I’m worried he is going to knock someone over! What is this game and what should I do?


Deirdre
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Dear Deidre


My advice to you is to download the game and play it with your dad. It’s fun – I have played it myself! Then you can also help your dad to stay safe. Bumping into others while you play can be a problem. You can find out more about the game and how to play it online.


Uncle Bill
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Extract: The rules of cricket
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•  You have two sides, one out in the field and one in.


	
•  When you are in the side that’s in, you stay in until you are out and then the next player comes in.


	
•  When you are all out, the side that’s out comes in and the side that’s been in goes out and tries to get those coming in out.


	
•  Sometimes there are players still in and not out.


	
•  When both sides have been in and all the players are out (including those who are not out), then the game is finished.
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Activity 1.10




	
1  Read the extract below, which explains the rules of cricket. Try reading it aloud with a partner.


	
2  Did you understand or were you confused? If you know the rules of cricket, can you explain them to your partner in a different way? Look for some help online if you are not sure.
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HINT


Try to read ahead as you read aloud. This can help you understand what you are reading.
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Key skills





Bias


If you show bias, it means you show prejudice against a thing, a person or a group of people in a way that is not fair. For example:




	
•  Racism is bias against people of other racial groups.


	
•  Sexism is bias against people of different genders.


	
•  Ageism is bias against older or younger people.
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