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Notes on features in this book



Exam style Exercice


Exam-style exercises have been included to help you familiarise yourself with the format of the exam. Where these are specific to either Level 1 or 2, the following icons are used. All other exam-style exercises are relevant for both levels.


Level 1 exercises Level 1


Level 2 exercises Level 2


Exercises originally designed for specific skills are shown by these symbols, although, of course, many exercises can be used in several different ways.


Listening
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Reading
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Speaking
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Writing
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Introduction



About this book


French for Common Entrance Two completes the French for Common Entrance course. It is designed to provide enough practice in Common Entrance French to challenge high achievers, as well as providing all students with a thorough grounding in the basics. French for Common Entrance will therefore also serve as a good basis for those wanting to move on to more advanced study and take French in the Common Academic Scholarship exams, although teachers will be well aware that schools setting their own papers will have different requirements, reflected in their examinations’ format.





1 C’est comment?



This chapter, and the next, will help you understand people’s opinions about the places they go and the things they do; you will also begin to learn about comparison.
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Les départements et les régions


Just as in the UK we have counties (for example Kent and Lancashire) and areas (for example the Highlands and East Anglia), France is divided up into départements and régions. There are 101 départements. At one time there were many more régions (up to 27) but, for administrative reasons, these were reduced in 2016 to 13 (for mainland France and Corsica), when several were combined into larger ones. Most départements and régions are in mainland France (France métropolitaine), but some are overseas.


Vendée is a département, situated in the Pays de la Loire région. For purposes such as postcodes, each département has a number, based on alphabetical order. Var is 84, Vendée is 85 and Vienne is 86, for example.


A postcode will feature this number, followed by three more figures. La Roche-sur-Yon is the ‘capital’ of Vendée and has the postcode 85000.


Exercice 1.1
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La boîte en argent (suite)
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Study the vocabulary, then listen to the audio and do the exercise that follows.






	je ne sais plus

	I don’t know any more






	ne … plus

	no more, no longer






	la documentation

	the paperwork






	un tiroir

	a drawer






	un bureau

	a study, a desk






	quand même

	after all, anyway






	une serviette

	a briefcase






	lui

	to him, to her






	pauvre

	poor






	le sud

	the south






	l’année dernière

	last year






	se souvenir (de) (irregular, like venir)

	to remember






	les gosses

	the kids






	les nouvelles

	the news






	la Belgique

	Belgium






	elle a l’air triste

	she looks sad







Choose the correct word to complete each sentence.





1  Peter is …’s email correspondent. (Magali/Chloé)



2  Peter is coming to France in … (October/September/August)



3  Albertine is an old friend of … (Magali/Maman/Mamie)



4  Albertine probably now lives in … (Belmont/Belgrade/Belgium)



5  When speaking, Mamie seems … (lively/distant/sad)






C’est comment? – What is it like?


Understanding basic descriptions of events and places


In text, you may come across people describing places they have been to or experiences they have had. You will often hear c’est … (‘it’s …’):






	
Je vais à Paris; c’est formidable!

	I’m going to Paris – it’s brilliant!






	
Je vais au Futuroscope: c’est passionnant!

	I’m going to Futuroscope: it’s exciting!







Here are some ‘opinion’ words that can follow c’est:






	passionnant

	exciting






	intéressant

	interesting






	formidable

	brilliant






	agréable

	pleasant






	bizarre

	strange






	amusant

	fun






	ennuyeux

	boring






	affreux

	ghastly






	sympa

	nice






	moche

	ugly







Exercice 1.2
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Translate these opinions into English:





1  Visiter Angers, c’est formidable!




2  Un repas au restaurant, c’est délicieux!




3  Faire les magasins avec Chloé, c’est amusant!




4  Faire du ski dans les Alpes, c’est passionnant!




5  Visiter le musée du Louvre, c’est intéressant!






Exercice 1.3
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Listen as you read.


Chloé et Magali sont de nouveau* chez Mamie.






	Chloé.

	Bonjour, Mamie. Qu’est-ce que c’est?






	Mamie.

	Bonjour, les enfants. Ça? C’est une lettre.






	Magali.

	Alors?






	Mamie.

	Ce n’est pas Albertine qui m’écrit.






	Chloé.

	Ah bon, pourquoi? Elle est morte?






	
Mamie.


	Mais non! Mais elle n’habite plus en Belgique.






	Magali.

	Chouette! Elle est en France!






	Mamie.

	Non plus. Elle habite à l’étranger.






	Chloé.

	À l’étranger! Zut!






	Mamie.

	C’est un voisin qui m’écrit.






	Magali.

	Qu’est-ce qu’il dit, le voisin? Où est-elle?






	Mamie.

	Le voisin n’a pas son adresse. Mais on ne sait jamais …






	
* de nouveau

	again







In the dialogue above, find the French expressions for:





1  It is not Albertine who is writing to me.



2  Is she dead?



3  She no longer lives in Belgium.



4  What does he say?



5  You never know.





Exercice 1.4
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Using Exercice 1.3 to help you, try writing in French:





1  It is not Chloé who is writing the message.



2  Is she French?



3  We no longer live in England.



4  What do they (m.) think?



5  One never finds the answers.





Direct object and subject pronouns


Level 1


Here is a reminder of the simple pronouns we have used so far:
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Exercice 1.5
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Study the following examples and try repeating them several times to get used to the sound; then translate them into English:





1  Tu me regardes.



2  Il nous cherche.




3  Elle vous écoute.




4  Je te retrouve.*




5  Il les oublie.**










	
* retrouver


	to meet (up with)






	
** oublier


	to forget







For variety, change the pronouns in each sentence and see if they make sense! But remember, the order is always the same:






	


1  subject pronoun




	(je, tu, il, elle, etc.)







	


2  object pronoun




	(me, te, le, la, etc.)







	


3  verb




	 







So far, you have learnt quite a few pronouns, all of which have a definite job to do; so they are all together in a clear table in the section on pronouns in the ‘Grammar summary’. We must not forget the reflexive pronouns, so they are there as well.


La comparaison – How to compare people and things


Look at the pictures.


Tochiko est plus grande* que Mina, mais elle est moins grande que Pascal. Pascal est plus grand que Tochiko et Mina.


* Note that adjectives used for comparing agree with the word they refer to as usual.
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Comparison (comparing things or people) is a good thing to be able to do when describing. In English we can often do this just by altering an adjective (for example ‘it is colder than yesterday’). In French this does not happen. Instead there are three words to use, which can be put before nearly any adjective or adverb. They must be followed by que (or qu’ before a vowel or silent ‘h’):






	plus (…) que/qu’

	more (…) than






	moins (…) que/qu’

	less (…) than






	aussi (…) que/qu’

	as (…) as







Exercice 1.6


Translate the following sentences into French. Don’t forget to make the adjectives agree, where necessary.






	


1  The restaurant is bigger than the café.




	restaurant (m.), grand, café (m.)







	


2  Marie is taller than Pierre.




	grand







	


3  Your brother is smaller than my sister.




	frère (m.), petit, sœur (f.)







	


4  In Paris it is* warmer than in** London.




	Londres







	


5  February is colder than July.




	février, froid, juillet







	
* weather: il fait … chaud


	 






	
** in (+ city/town) = à


	 







Exercice 1.7
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Study the vocabulary before listening to the audio, then answer the questions.






	comme avant

	as before






	une autoroute

	a motorway






	la mairie

	the town hall, the mayor’s office in a village






	un parking

	a car park






	une église

	a church






	rouler

	to go (in/on a wheeled vehicle)






	monter à cheval

	to ride on horseback






	un feu

	a fire






	des feux

	traffic lights






	une école maternelle

	a nursery school






	une supérette

	a mini-supermarket






	une ferme

	a farm






	à cette époque-là

	at that time






	agricole

	farming (adj.), agricultural










1  What is the first difference Mamie mentions?



2  In what way were people different?



3  Give two things that were not there when Mamie was young.



4  How many car parks are there in the village now?



5  Who had the only car when Mamie was young?





Exercice 1.8
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Work in pairs. Help each other make a French sentence comparing two people (real or imaginary!). Use some of the adjectives below, or any others.


Be ready to say your sentence in class.


Remember the ways to compare people and things in French:


plus … (adjective) … que = more … than;


moins … (adjective) … que = less … than;


aussi … (adjective) … que = as … as


For example:






	Pauline est aussi grande que Claire.

	 






	Pauline is as tall as Claire.

	 






	intéressant/intéressante

	moderne






	actif/active

	tolérant/tolérante






	loyal/loyale

	strict/stricte







Exercice 1.9
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Read the passage aloud and then answer the questions.


Ce jour-là, Mamie continue à raconter les fêtes de sa jeunesse. Les enfants écoutent attentivement. Pendant qu’elle parle, Chloé et Magali essaient d’imaginer le village dans le passé. Magali veut poser des questions à Mamie sur la guerre. Mamie ne veut pas parler de cette période. Elle dit seulement que c’est une époque triste. Mais Chloé veut en savoir plus. Une fois rentrées à la maison, elles parlent de Mamie et de la boîte en argent, des fêtes au village, d’Albertine Lévy et du passé. Après le dîner, Chloé et Georges décident de faire des recherches sur le village. Les filles essaient d’abord de trouver des informations sur internet, mais Chloé propose à sa sœur d’aller à Nantes chercher des informations à la bibliothèque.






	aller chercher

	to go and get






	la jeunesse

	youth






	attentivement

	attentively, carefully






	pendant que

	while






	poser une question

	to ask a question






	la guerre

	the war






	curieux

	curious






	le passé

	the past






	faire des recherches

	to do some research






	proposer

	to suggest






	la bibliothèque

	the library






	une fois rentrées

	once they had come home







Match the two halves of each sentence:
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2 Le centre-ville, c’est loin?



In this chapter, you will learn more to help you speak and write about finding your way in a French town or city and using transport.
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Exercice 2.1
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Listen as you read:






	Chloé.

	Zut! Il y a tellement de monde!






	Magali.

	Oui! Où est la bibliothèque?






	Chloé.

	Je ne sais pas. Je ne connais pas bien la ville.






	Magali.

	C’est vrai?






	Chloé.

	Je téléphone à Tochiko et je lui demande de venir.






	Magali.

	Pourquoi?






	Chloé.

	Pour nous aider.






	Magali.

	Super.






	* * *

	 






	Magali.

	Où est-ce qu’on la retrouve?






	Chloé.

	On a rendez-vous à dix heures, à l’office de tourisme.






	Magali.

	Chouette. Mais … où est l’office de tourisme?






	Chloé.

	Attends. Quelle heure est-il?






	
Magali.


	C’est toi qui as la montre.






	Chloé.

	Tu m’embêtes. Ouf! La voilà. Il est dix heures moins dix.






	Magali.

	Donc, on a dix minutes.






	Chloé.

	J’ai une sœur intelligente.











	tellement de monde

	so many people






	je lui demande de (+ infin.)

	I ask her to …






	avoir rendez-vous

	to have an arrangement to meet






	embêter

	to annoy







Now work in pairs. Prepare and perform the sketch.


Exercice 2.2
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Choose a single word from the box below to fill each gap. One of the words given is not needed.





1  Magali et Chloé veulent … la bibliothèque.




2  Chloé … téléphoner à Tochiko.




3  À la gare, il y a … de …




4  Elles … aller … l’office de tourisme.




5  Tochiko … être à l’office de … à 10 h.




6  Chloé … qu’elle … une sœur intelligente.
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Exercice 2.3
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Listen to the audio and check the vocabulary, then answer the questions in English.






	pour aller à …?

	how do I get to…?






	le/la plus proche

	the nearest






	ensuite

	next (in a series of events)






	en face de

	opposite






	de rien

	you’re welcome






	désolé(e)

	sorry






	d’ici

	from here






	tu peux demander

	you can ask






	il y en a deux

	there are two of them







	loin

	far, a long way






	
assez

	quite; fairly






	descendre de

	to get off (a bus, etc.), to get out of (a car)
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