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				INTRODUCTION

			

		

		
			
				In January 2021, while the COVID-19 pandemic continued to spread across the globe, Olivia Rodrigo became the world’s most popular teenager and the planet’s most famous popstar. 

			

		

		
			
				For many of her newfound fans it was an overnight success. For Olivia, it was the wish fulfilment of a decade-long dream that began with writing songs in her bedroom at the age of five. 

				In just one month, Olivia’s deliciously autobiographical and authentic debut pop-rock track ‘drivers license’ launched Olivia not only to the top of the U.S. charts (with the rest of the world charts quick to follow) but also into the homes of billions – yes, billions! – of streamers whose hearts had been smashed into smithereens, just like Olivia’s. They had found a new soundtrack to their heartache. 

				Skip forward to the start of 2022, a year after the release of her breakout single, and six months after her critically acclaimed and record-breaking debut album Sour, Olivia’s universe – and the social media spaces occupied by her and her new fans, or Livvies, as they love to be labelled – had changed beyond all recognition. 

				Olivia Rodrigo, the songwriter, was now everyone’s favourite new star. 

				‘drivers license’ became the biggest streamed/viewed and downloaded song of the year, breaking all sorts of world records in the process, and Sour impressed pretty much everyone with its songwriting power and prowess, quickly ensuring Olivia became Time magazine’s Entertainer of the Year. This prestigious accolade was an absolutely astonishing accomplishment for a Filipina-American teenager, the first (hopefully the first of many) to receive such a recognition. 

				These achievements were just the start of what would turn out to be a truly life-changing twelve months for Olivia Rodrigo. Come the close of the year, Olivia stood proud as the most-nominated artist at the American Music Awards, as well as being the frontrunner for seven(!) nominations at the Grammy Awards. Wow. 

				Of course, as we all know now, before Olivia blossomed into a musical behemoth, the quiet and kind teenager was an aspiring actress who “grew up on set”, before becoming the breakout star on TV shows such as High School Musical: The Musical: The Series and Bizaardvark. 

				But when boredom and isolation struck during the COVID-19 lockdowns of 2020, Olivia, alone in her childhood bedroom, reached 
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				for the stars to find herself. All she had to do was sit at her piano and pour her heart out. She did and the songs that fell out soon became too big to be contained in her bedroom. Destiny was waiting.

				From bedroom musician to aspiring actor to Disney TV star to legitimate singer-songwriter (don’t call her a pop princess!), Olivia’s road to fame has been as surprising as it has been inevitable. She is a pop paradox; hers is a story as unbelievable as it is true. 

				From representing millions of Filipino-Americans, to representing a new breed of self-made superstar, as well as being a down-to-earth artist who demands complete control in every aspect of her life, Olivia is so much more than your average child star Disney+ pop princess. As she said, “If I am ushering in a new generation of pop stars that aren’t afraid to speak their mind, that’s cool… I’m just doing my thing, though.” 

				As has become very quickly apparent in such a short few years, Olivia Rodrigo is waking up every day and working hard to make her fairy-tale come true. And she’s only just started. 

				Welcome to the super sweet (and Sour) world of Olivia Rodrigo…

			

		

		
			
				* 6 * 

			

		

		
			
				“I’m so happy for the first time in so long, I just don’t want to f*** with it, you know what I mean? I just love my girlfriends and love my job and am exactly where I’ve always wanted to be. Everything else is just icing on the cake.”
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				ABOVE: Olivia, aged 13, attends Amazon’s celebration of Gortimer Gibbon’s Life on Normal Street, California, 8 July 2016.

			

		

		
			
				“I’m a teenage girl. I write about stuff that I feel really intensely and I think that’s authentic and natural. Do you want me to write a song about income taxes?”

			

		

		
			
				* 7 * 
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				RIGHT: Olivia performs ‘good 4 u’ and ‘drivers license’ at the 2021 American Music Awards, 21 November 2021, California. 
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				Olivia Rodrigo’s world record-breaking, sweet-and-sour songwriting, all-singing-and-dancing career began, as so often these stories do, in the teenage bedroom of her childhood California home dreaming of a fairy-tale. It was there Olivia had “the best childhood ever”, an upbringing that planted the foundations of her fairy-tale until it was ready to come true. The rest is, well…

			

		

		
			
				Born on 20 February 2003, and raised in Temecula, California – “the suburbs of the suburbs,” as Olivia once described it – it didn’t take Olivia’s parents, Sophia and Roland, long to see that their only child was a star waiting to be wished upon. Before Olivia could even string sentences together, the infant’s desire to compose songs and sing to an audience – even if it was just to her pet snake, Stripes – was strong. (“They kept a f***ing snake in my bedroom when I was three years old!” Olivia said of her first friend.) Of course, Olivia didn’t want to be a singer-songwriter straightaway. When playing with her American Girl dolls, and contorting them into positions, Olivia’s first career dream was to be an Olympic gymnast. “I was terrible at it — terrible!” she says of her first dream now.
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