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Foreword






As Commissioner of the National Basketball Association, it is my privilege to preside over the world’s most entertaining sport—a game that is truly international in its scope and appeal. NBA rosters currently boast 75 players who grew up (and up and up!) in 30 countries outside of the United States. We not only have the planet’s best athletes, we most assuredly have the tallest!


Were I to be a teacher (and as a league ambassador I suppose I could qualify for the title), I would award our sport four A-pluses for its athleticism, appeal, action, and for the adrenalin rush fans experience night after night watching games. Since you are reading this book, any more proselytizing would be unnecessary.


While I am awarding A-pluses to the game we love, Pat Williams and Michael Connelly have certainly earned theirs for this addictive collection, NBA List Jam! Like salted peanuts, you can’t stop consuming them after you have “eaten” one. These eclectic lists have been generated by executives, coaches, players, columnists, television and radio commentators, scouts and trainers, and they are sure to stir memories, enjoyment, interest, and debate. They run full-court, covering the league’s rich history to its present-day fastbreak action.


I do sense that I am “preaching to the choir,” for I am convinced, that just like NBA action, you are going to find this book to be “Fan-tastic!”


–David Stern,


National Basketball Association Commissioner







Introduction






From the peach basket to Jumbotrons, from the two-handed set shot to a two-handed tomahawk dunk, the game of basketball has evolved from its early days at a YMCA gym in Springfield, Massachusetts, into an international entertainment entity.


When James Naismith conjured up his notion of an indoor activity in 1891, never in his wildest dreams could he have imagined that his game would be played by athletes who stretch over seven feet in height, jump from free throw line to basket, and come from all corners of the world. From origin to current day, the manifestation of the sport has seen the game played by amazing athletes with vivid imaginations.


Within this spirit of both art and creativity, these players continue to astonish with their ability to manipulate the ball in a fashion that causes us fans to rise from our seats in awe and admiration. From a George Mikan hook shot, to a behind-the-back pass from Bob Cousy, to a Kareem Abdul-Jabbar skyhook, to a George Gervin finger roll, to a Dr. J cuffed dunk, to a Magic Johnson no-look pass, to a Tim Hardaway killer crossover dribble, to a Blake Griffin dunk performed as he looks down at the basket, Dr. Naismith’s game continues to evolve.


Since 1946, a wide range of individuals helped build the National Basketball Association into a worldwide sensation. From Spud Webb to Manute Bol, from Red Auerbach to Zelmo Beaty, the sport of basketball has been played at its highest level on a stage we know as the NBA. It is on this stage that the performers have shined beneath the big lights of the LA Forum and Gardens (Boston and Madison Square), bringing their talents to arenas from Toronto to Texas, from Portland to South Beach. Each autumn when the first ball is tossed up from center court, to the championship round later the next spring, the game is played with plot and climax, marvel and mystery, with acts that defy the boundaries of ordinary man.


NBA List Jam! is an effort to capture the game from origin to present, from backcourt to frontcourt, from front office to league office, and from the media to the fans. The book is comprised of lists that rank centers and point guards, dance teams and mascots, players from Texas and players from New York City, and everything in between. The goal of this book is to link the NBA from era to era, team to team, amazing feat to amazing feat, giving fans of the game the opportunity to agree or disagree while providing interesting points of discussion. The list of those who contributed to this book is so impressive, so diverse, and so special that the authors are humbled and honored to collaborate on this project with them. We hope that you enjoy the book as much as we enjoyed piecing this together.







Top 10 (Plus One) NBA Players from the State of Indiana :: by David Benner






David Benner is the director of media relations for the Indiana Pacers. In 2011, he and his staff were awarded the Brian McIntyre Award for public relations excellence by the Professional Basketball Writers Association. David has been with the Pacers since 1994. The Hoosier State holds a special place in basketball history, including its contribution of fine players to the NBA, like the guys on this list.


10 (tie). Tom and Dick Van Arsdale. Name a more successful twin combination in NBA history. They each played a dozen years in the NBA and split six All-Star appearances (three each) between them. Dick averaged 16.4 points per game and 4.1 rebounds while Tom averaged 15.3 points and 4.2 rebounds. Yeah, we know they make it 11 in a top-10 list, but you can’t split these two.


9. Scott Skiles. Considered one of the classic overachievers, Skiles makes this list for a number of reasons: his tenacity on the court, his 11-year NBA career, and his NBA-record 30 assists in a game on December 30, 1990, an Orlando 155–116 victory over Denver. Skiles was also named the Most Improved Player in the NBA that season, averaging 17.2 points and 8.4 assists—doubling his numbers from the previous year. He averaged 11.1 points and 6.5 assists per game over his career.


8. Terry Dischinger. Born in Terre Haute, the 6-7 forward was the NBA Rookie of the Year with the Chicago Zephyrs in 1963. He was also a three-time NBA All-Star who averaged 13.8 points and 5.6 rebounds per game during his nine seasons in the league.


7. Shawn Kemp. He played 14 seasons in the NBA and was a six-time NBA All-Star. Like George McGinnis (below), the 6-10 power forward was both powerful and smooth at the same time. His ability to go out on the floor created matchup problems for all opponents. He averaged 14.6 points and 8.4 rebounds per game and was a second-team All-NBA selection three times.


6. George McGinnis. After starting his pro career in the ABA, McGinnis in 1975 joined the Philadelphia 76ers, a team he represented in two NBA All-Star Games and with a first-team All-NBA selection in 1976. He later earned another All-Star selection with Denver. McGinnis put the power in the power forward position. Over his career, he averaged 20.2 points and 11 rebounds.


5. Dick Barnett. Born in Gary, the 6-4 guard played 14 seasons in the NBA and was part of two NBA championships with the New York Knicks. An NBA All-Star in 1968, he averaged 15.8 points in his career.


4. Clyde Lovellette. The 6-10, 234-pound center/power forward may not be familiar to many, but his record speaks for itself. He was part of three NBA championship teams (one with the Minneapolis Lakers and two with the Boston Celtics) and a four-time NBA All-Star. He averaged 17 points and 9.3 rebounds in his career.


3. Bob “Slick” Leonard. Played in the NBA, coached in the NBA, been a broadcaster in the NBA. But his impact in regards to the NBA rests with there would be no Pacers in the NBA if not for Slick and his wife, Nancy, conducting a telethon to save the franchise when things were dour.


1. Oscar Robertson and 1a. Larry Bird. Talk about the 1 and 1a of Indiana basketball, these two legends define that. The Big “O” was one of the most versatile players in basketball history, averaging a triple-double in a season (stop and think about that for a minute). Bird, well, like Oscar, he was one of the most versatile players in NBA history. With three NBA championships and three MVP Awards, Larry is a bona fide legend.







Top 10 Oklahomans Who Have Impacted the NBA :: by Berry Tramel






Berry Tramel has been a sportswriter and editor for the Oklahoman since 1991. He was born and raised in Norman. Long known as a hotbed of football talent, Oklahoma has actually produced a number of top basketball players, some of whom have gone on to fine careers in the NBA, especially these 10.


10. Richard Dumas (Tulsa). Drug-shortened career—just 102 games and 47 starts. But a terror for Phoenix in the 1993 playoffs, when he averaged 10.9 points off the bench in 23 postseason games.


9. Bryant Reeves (Gans). First draft pick in Grizzlies history, No. 5 overall in 1995, played six seasons and averaged 12.5 points and 6.9 rebounds per game for Vancouver.


8. Kevin Pritchard (Tulsa). Nondescript six-year playing career, but then a scout and player personnel director. In three years as Portland’s general manager (2007–10), remade the Blazer roster.


7. Jim Barnes (Stillwater). No. 1 overall pick in the 1964 NBA Draft, made All-Rookie in 1965 after averaging 15.5 points per game. Played seven years in the league and averaged 8.8 points a game.


6. Blake Griffin (Edmond). The 2011 NBA Rookie of the Year, a dunking machine who has averaged 22.5 points and 12.1 rebounds per game for the Clippers.


5. Wayman Tisdale (Tulsa). Low-post scorer with a patented turnaround jumper, Tisdale averaged 15.3 points per game over a 12-year career with the Pacers, Kings, and Suns.


4. John Starks (Tulsa). Fairy-tale story, Starks went from sacking groceries out of high school to the 1994 NBA Finals. Starks played 13 NBA seasons but was best known as the second-leading scorer (19.0 ppg) on the Knicks 1994 Eastern Conference champions.


3. Alvan Adams (Putnam City). The 1975–76 NBA Rookie of the Year spent 13 years as a Phoenix Suns center and averaged 14.1 points per game for his career. Averaged 17.9 points and 10.1 rebounds during the ′76 playoffs, when the Suns went all the way to the NBA Finals.


2. Mark Price (Enid). The 1993 first-team All-NBA guard and four-time All-Star was one of the best three-point shooters (.402 percent) in league history, and his .904 percent free throw shooting has him going back and forth with the still-active Steve Nash for top spot in that department.


1. Bob Bass (Tulsa). Jumped from coaching Oklahoma Baptist University to the ABA and eventually became a successful general manager who was twice named NBA Executive of the Year and built two solid franchises: the San Antonio Spurs and Charlotte Hornets.







Top 10 NBA Players from the State of Florida :: by Peter Kerasotis






Peter Kerasotis is a University of Florida alum and native of Merritt Island, Florida, who has covered college football and Major League Baseball for a number of publications, including the New York Times and Florida Today, where his work earned him the 2010 Best Columnist Award from the Football Writers Association of America. The author of the 2005 book, Stadium Stories: Florida Gators, has seen basketball grow in popularity in his home state over the past few decades, with Florida serving as home base for an NBA champion and an NCAA men’s basketball champion in the 21st century. Here he lists the top 10 NBA players of all time born and/or raised in the Sunshine State.


10. Neal Walk. A former Miami Beach High and University of Florida standout, Walk was the second overall pick in the 1969 NBA Draft and played eight seasons in the league. In 1988, the Florida Gators all-time rebounding leader was told he had a benign tumor encasing his spine. Following surgery, Walk was left without the use of his legs. He then played in the National Wheelchair Basketball Association. In 1990, a White House ceremony officiated by then-President George H. W. Bush honored Walk as the Wheelchair Athlete of the Year. The first basketball player to have his jersey (No. 41) retired by the Florida Gators has gone on to work in the community affairs department of the Phoenix Suns and to gain induction into the Jewish Sports Hall of Fame.


9. Darryl Dawkins. Was one of the first players to renounce his college eligibility and enter the NBA Draft straight out of high school. Dawkins attended Orlando’s Maynard Evans High School, where he led his team to the 1975 state championship. The Philadelphia 76ers made him the fifth overall pick in the 1975 NBA Draft. Dawkins went on to play 14 seasons in the league and one with the Harlem Globetrotters. Dawkins was noted for his colorful personality and nicknames, most notably Chocolate Thunder, and his propensity for shattering backboards via explosive dunks, leading to a new NBA rule and the modification of backboards.


8. Derek Harper. After a stellar prep career at West Palm Beach’s North Shore High School, where he led his team to the 1980 state championship and was a McDonald’s All-American, Harper was a standout for the University of Illinois. During his 17-year NBA career, he scored 16,006 points.


7. Mychal Thompson. Born in the Bahamas, Thompson spent his formative years in Miami, graduating from Miami Jackson High School. After a standout career at the University of Minnesota, Thompson was the first overall pick in the 1978 NBA Draft, becoming the first foreign-born player to achieve that honor. He made the All-NBA Rookie Team and later was part of back-to-back championship teams with the Los Angeles Lakers.


6. Otis Birdsong. Born in Winter Haven, Otis attended school at Winter Haven High School. He was a consensus All-American in 1977, when he led the Houston Cougars to the title game of the National Invitational Tournament. During his 12 NBA seasons, Birdsong made four All-Star teams and scored 12,544 points. He averaged a career-high 24.6 points per game for the Kansas City Kings during the 1980–81 season.


5. Amare Stoudemire. Went straight from Orlando’s Cypress Creek High School to the NBA, and then promptly won the 2002 NBA Rookie of the Year Award. Since then Stoudemire has been a six-time NBA All-Star and a first-team All-NBA selection in 2007. He won a bronze medal with the United States men’s national basketball team at the 2004 Olympic Games.


4. Mitch Richmond. The Fort Lauderdale native, who attended Boyd Anderson High School in Lauderdale Lakes, was a six-time NBA All-Star and a five-time All-NBA selection. Richmond was the 1989 NBA Rookie of the Year. For his NBA career, he averaged 21 points. As a player for Kansas State, Richmond was selected to the US men’s national basketball team, helping them win a bronze at the 1988 Summer Olympics. He was later a member of the US gold-medal team in the 1996 Olympics.


3. Tracy McGrady. The Auburndale native, and cousin to Vince Carter, went straight from high school to the NBA after being named USA Today’s prep player of the year. He was the ninth overall pick by the Toronto Raptors in the 1997 NBA Draft. McGrady leads all active players (and is fifth all time) with a 28.5 points per game average in the postseason. He has been selected to the All-Star Game seven times, and named first-team All-NBA twice.


2. Vince Carter. Born and raised in Florida, Carter was a 1995 McDonald’s All-American at Daytona Beach Mainland High School. He played three college seasons at the University of North Carolina before leaving for the NBA, where he has been an eight-time All-Star. The prolific scorer, who is known for his creative moves and dunks, earned the nickname Vinsanity. He, along with Julius Erving and Michael Jordan, is the only player to lead the NBA All-Star Game in fan voting three or more times. Carter has scored over 20,000 points so far in his NBA career.


1. Artis Gilmore. Born in Chipley, Gilmore is the only player in the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame to have been born and raised in Florida. In college, he led tiny Jacksonville University to the 1970 NCAA Championship Game against powerhouse UCLA. At JU, Gilmore twice led the nation in rebounding and posted a college career average of 22.7 rebounds per game, which is an NCAA record. During his 17-year pro career, he made 11 All-Star teams—five during his time with the ABA and six in the NBA. He was both the ABA’s MVP and Rookie of the Year in 1972, and helped the Kentucky Colonels win the 1975 ABA championship. Gilmore, who scored 24,941 points in his pro career, holds the NBA career record with a .599 field goal percentage.







Top 10 New York City Basketball Players to Play in the NBA :: by George Vecsey






George Vecsey is a longtime sports columnist (and now a contributor) with the New York Times. He was a junior at Jamaica High in Queens when that school won the city title in 1955. His big moment came when he got in a schoolyard game with Alan Seiden and two other members of that championship team. His side lost.


Vecsey believes he faced a unique challenge in compiling this list, asserting: “Technically, New Yorkers did not invent basketball. However, everybody knows we perfected it, in the old cigar-befouled Madison Square Garden. Our coaches are smarter, our fans are more passionate, and our homegrown players are trickier.


“Tough town. We produced so many basketball players that Tommy Davis of Boys High and Sandy Koufax of Abraham Lincoln High turned to baseball. So narrowing down our great players into a top-10 list is virtually impossible. But if we really had to, here are 10 New Yorkers who could take on the world.”


10. Bernard King. Not everybody gets to come home, but Bernard King did. From Alexander Hamilton High in Brooklyn and the University of Tennessee, he played six different tours in the NBA, missing nearly two years after a gruesome knee injury. With his hometown Knicks from 1982 to 1985, he was one of the most explosive small forwards in history.


9. Chris Mullin. The ultimate gym rat from Xaverian High in Brooklyn, he stayed home at St. John’s. He rarely left the gym, perfecting his shots in endless practice. Mo never did play for the Knicks, scoring most of his points for Golden State, but the Garden always came alive for his annual return.


8. Connie Hawkins. Blessed with legendary wingspan, he played even taller than his 6-8. From Boys High in Brooklyn and the University of Iowa, he saw his pro debut held back because of his suspension for accepting favors from gamblers. He represents other great city players caught in gambling scandals—Roger Brown of Wingate and Dayton, who was confined to the ABA, and Sherman White of Long Island University, who never made it to the pros.


7. Nate Archibald. All New Yorkers are essentially point guards—a mix of artist and control freak. Dick McGuire, Mark Jackson, Kenny Anderson: Tiny Archibald stands for all of them. Out of DeWitt Clinton High in the Bronx, he went to Texas El Paso and into the NBA, moving as fast as the A train on the express run between 59th Street and 125th Street. In the 1972–73 season, Tiny became the first and only player to lead the NBA in scoring and assists.


6. Billy Cunningham. The Kangaroo Kid. That nickname says it all. He came out of the pouch leaping, went to Erasmus Hall in Brooklyn (right after Streisand took the Underground Railroad to North Carolina). Then he dominated the NBA and ABA until he blew out a knee at 32. With modern surgery, he could have played more years.


5. Lenny Wilkens. He chose to play in the Catholic Youth Organization as a sophomore and junior, and then started only half a season for Boys High. After starring at Providence, he became a silky guard who willingly gave up the ball for four pro teams. Opponents knew the lefty would not drive right, but nobody could stop him anyway. Smart and gentle, he became a great coach.


4. Dolph Schayes. Out of DeWitt Clinton High in the Bronx, Schayes stayed home at New York University, and then eluded the Knicks to play in upstate Syracuse. He brought a new element to pro ball—a big man who could shoot. At 6-8 he could pop a set shot, and also drive to the basket, particularly the year he played with a cast on his reset wrist.


3. Bob Cousy. This slender magician from Andrew Jackson High in Queens and Holy Cross brought elegance to the clumsy, earnest NBA with his thoroughly functional blind passes, bounce passes, and behind-the-back flips. In the schoolyard, if you got too flashy, a teammate could wither you with one word: “Cousy!”


2. Julius Erving. All right, he came from Roosevelt High on Long Island, but if the city cannot claim Brooklyn-born Michael Jordan, then it has territorial rights to Doctor J. Also, he played at the Rucker, the ultimate city tournament. After a stay at UMass, he validated the ABA, and then won an NBA championship (and dunk contests) with the 76ers. His baseline levitation from behind the basket in the 1980 NBA Finals—around Kareem—remains an NBA classic.


1. Kareem Abdul-Jabbar (aka Lew Alcindor). He left New York for UCLA after drawing national attention at Power Memorial High in Manhattan, but he always remained a son of the city, identifying with Jackie Robinson and Wilt Chamberlain’s joint in Harlem, Small’s Paradise. Fate provided great teammates wherever he played, and Kareem became the dominant big man of his era.







Top 10 NBA Players Born in Chicago :: by Ryan Baker






Ryan Baker is a native of the south suburbs of Chicago and graduate of the University of Illinois. He serves as the longtime sports anchor for the CBS affiliate in the Windy City.


10. Derrick Rose. The Simeon Career Academy graduate was the 2009 NBA Rookie of the Year for the Bulls, the youngest MVP in NBA history (age 22 in 2011), and possibly the most athletic point guard in NBA history.


9. Dwyane Wade. Grew up on the South Side of Chicago and attended Harold L. Richards High School. Was the fifth pick of the 2003 NBA Draft and proceeded to lead the Miami Heat to the 2006 NBA championship while winning honors as the Finals MVP. He is a seven-time All-Star, 2010 All-Star Game MVP, two-time All-NBA first team selection, and 2009 NBA scoring champion.


8. Terry Cummings. The Carver High School great went on to star at DePaul University before entering the NBA. He was the 1983 NBA Rookie of the Year with the Los Angles Clippers, a two-time All-Star, and finished his career averaging 16 points and 7 rebounds per game.


7. Cazzie Russell. Student of Carver High School, Russell went on to be the first overall pick of the 1966 NBA Draft by the New York Knicks, won a championship with the Knicks in 1970, and was an NBA All-Star.


6. Glenn “Doc” Rivers. The Proviso East High School superstar went on to become an NBA All-Star, winner of the J. Walter Kennedy Citizen Award, NBA Coach of the Year, and NBA champion coach for the Boston Celtics.


5. Maurice Cheeks. The Chicago native, who attended DuSable High School, is 10th on the all-time NBA assists list, was an NBA champion with the Philadelphia 76ers, a four-time All-Star, four-time All-Defensive first teamer, and served as head coach of the Portland Trail Blazers and Philadelphia 76ers.


4. Mark Aguirre. Born and raised in Chicago, Aguirre attended George Westinghouse College Prep before leading DePaul University to the Final Four. The top overall pick of the 1981 NBA Draft (by the Mavericks), he became a two-time NBA champion with the Pistons, three-time All-Star, and ended his career averaging 20 points per game.


3. Tim Hardaway. The Chicago native who attended Carver Area High School was a five-time NBA All-Star, an All-NBA first-team pick, and a player posted career averages of 17 points and eight assists per game.


2. George Mikan. Born in Joliet, Illinois, Mikan attended Chicago Archbishop Quigley Preparatory Seminary before matriculating to DePaul University. He went on to the NBA and was voted into the Hall of Fame. He won seven NBA titles, Rookie of the Year, MVP, four NBA All-Star selections, a spot on the 50 Greatest Players in NBA History list, and inspired the “Mikan Rule.”


1. Isiah Thomas. The great point guard grew up on the West Side in North Lawndale and attended St. Joseph’s School. He went on to become a Hall of Famer, two-time NBA Champion with the Pistons, NBA Finals MVP, 11-time All-Star, two-time All-Star Game MVP, three-time All-NBA first team pick, 50 Greatest Players in NBA History honoree, NBA head coach with the Indiana Pacers and New York Knicks, and front-office executive for the Toronto Raptors and New York Knicks.







Top 10 NBA Players from Philadelphia’s Big 5 :: by Dick Jerardi






Dick Jerardi is the longtime and highly decorated college basketball writer for the Daily News in Philadelphia. This list represents his take on the top 10 NBA players to come out of Philadelphia’s top five collegiate men’s basketball programs—La Salle, St. Joseph’s, Villanova, Temple, and the University of Pennsylvania—famously known as the Big 5. Despite having conference affiliations in the Big East, Atlantic 10, and Ivy League, these Big 5 teams take the time each season to compete against one another in a round-robin city series that showcases the City of Brotherly Love’s fierce rivalries and tradition of developing great basketball players.


10. Lionel Simmons (La Salle University). Only the great Paul Arizin had a better start to his pro career than the L-Train, the seventh overall pick in the 1990 NBA Draft. Playing for Sacramento, Simmons averaged 18.0 points and 8.8 rebounds in his first season, 17.1 points and 8.1 rebounds in his second, and 17.9 points and 7.2 rebounds in his third. A great passer for a forward, he filled up box scores, getting 135 steals and 132 blocks in his second season. Very bad knees limited him to seven seasons and 5,833 points.


9. Kerry Kittles (Villanova University). Scored 7,165 points in seven seasons for New Jersey and one injury-plagued, shortened season for the Los Angeles Clippers. He averaged between 12.9 points and 17.2 points a game in his Nets career. One of the fastest guards of his era, he played in the 2002 and 2003 NBA Finals and had a career average of 14.1 points a game.


8. Jameer Nelson (St. Joseph’s University). The Philly point guard in the Guy Rodgers tradition has scored over 6,500 points and dealt over 2,500 assists in his first eight NBA seasons, all with Orlando. He made the 2009 All-Star team after leading the Magic to an NBA-best 33-8 record at midseason. The 2004 National College Player of the Year is a great leader who shoots 46 percent overall, nearly 40 percent from the arc and 81 percent from the foul line.


7. Jim Washington (Villanova University). A double-double machine in his 11 seasons with St. Louis, Chicago, Philadelphia, Atlanta, and Buffalo. Scored 8,168 points and had 6,637 rebounds. He averaged a double-double in four different seasons. In the 1967–68 playoffs for the Bulls, he averaged 17.2 points and 15.0 rebounds.


6. Mike Bantom (St. Joseph’s University). Scored 8,568 points in nine seasons for Phoenix, Seattle, Indiana, Philadelphia, and the Nets. He averaged 12.1 points and 6.4 rebounds. In 1976–77 for the Nets he averaged 18.6 points and 8.6 rebounds. A key member of the United States 1972 Olympic team, he was strong, tough, and relentless around the glass.


5. Tom Gola (La Salle University). A big man with little-man skills, Gola played 10 seasons for his hometown Warriors and then for the Knicks. He played in four All-Star Games, scored 7,871 points, and had 5,617 rebounds. He averaged 11.3 points, 8.0 rebounds, and 4.1 assists, and appeared in five NBA All-Star Games between 1960 and 1964. Was elected to the Hall of Fame, as much for his wonderful college career (NCAA and NIT championships), as for his solid NBA career.


4. Larry Foust (La Salle University). Scored 11,198 points in 12 NBA seasons. He played in seven NBA All-Star Games in the 1950s. Over his NBA career, he played for Fort Wayne, Minneapolis, and St. Louis. He averaged nearly a double-double for his career, with 13.7 points and 9.8 rebounds per game. Was an incredibly reliable player who could be counted on to put his numbers up just about every night.


3. Guy Rodgers (Temple University). Brilliant point guard played for Philadelphia, San Francisco, Chicago, and Milwaukee over 12 seasons. Scored 10,415 points and had 6,917 assists. Rodgers was a great passer who was unstoppable with the ball on the fast break. The Philadelphia native played in four All-Star Games during the 1960s. He averaged 18.6 points and 10.7 assists in his eighth season, and then 18.0 points and 11.2 assists in his ninth.


2. Eddie Jones (Temple University). Played 14 seasons, scoring 14,155 points while averaging double figures for 12 consecutive seasons, mostly for the Lakers and Heat. For his career he averaged 14.8 points. Over five seasons from 1999 to 2004, he averaged 20.1, 17.4, 18.3, 18.5 and 17.3. Great defender (1.620 steals) and amazing athlete who made 1,546 threes. He was a three-time All-Star.


1. Paul Arizin (Villanova University). Member of the All-Star team in each of his 10 NBA seasons for the Philadelphia Warriors and was named MVP of the 1952 All-Star Game. He scored 16,266 points while averaging 22.8 points and 8.6 rebounds in his Hall of Fame career. He was a three-time first-team All-NBA selection. Arizin was at his best in the postseason, averaging 24.2 points in 49 playoff games. He was a great shooter, scorer, and one of the league’s earliest stars. He was selected as one of the 50 Greatest Players in NBA History.







The 10 Most Impactful NBA Players from the Big Ten :: by Clark Kellogg






Clark Kellogg played basketball for Ohio State University, where he was named Big Ten MVP for the 1981–82 season. The eighth overall pick of the 1982 NBA Draft, Special K made the league’s All-Rookie team and established himself as a fine NBA player, averaging 18.9 points and 9.5 rebounds per game for the Indiana Pacers before his playing career ended after only five seasons due to knee problems. The Cleveland native then moved into broadcasting, working for Prime Sports, the Big East Network, ESPN, and CBS, where he’s served for almost two decades and risen to the position of lead college basketball analyst. Kellogg has also been a TV analyst for the Indiana Pacers since 1990. Here, he lists the best 10 players that the Big Ten has contributed to the NBA over the years.


10. Mychal Thompson (University of Minnesota). The Gopher was a two-time All-American before becoming the first overall pick in the 1978 NBA Draft by the Portland Trail Blazers. He was selected to the NBA All-Rookie Team and was a two-time NBA champion (1987 and 1988) with the Los Angles Lakers.


9. Glen Rice (University of Michigan). The all-time leading Wolverine scorer, Rice led his Michigan team to the 1989 NCAA championship. He was selected fourth overall in the 1989 NBA draft by the Miami Heat. He went on to become a three-time NBA All-Star and one-time champion (in 2000 with the Los Angeles Lakers) while scoring over 18,000 points for his career.


8. Chris Webber (University of Michigan). The leader of the famous Fab Five at Michigan, Webber led the Wolverines to the NCAA Finals in 1992 and 1993. He was the first overall pick in the 1993 NBA Draft. He became a five-time NBA All-Star, the Rookie of the Year in 1994, and averaged over 20 points a game during his 831-game career.


7. George McGinnis (University of Indiana). The Hoosier was a six-time ABA/NBA All-Star who scored over 17,000 points during his career in the two leagues. He led the Indiana Pacers to two ABA championships (1972 and 1973).


6. Walt Bellamy (University of Indiana). Bellamy was the first overall pick of the 1961 NBA draft by the Chicago Packers. The four-time All-Star scored 20.1 points for his career and claimed 13.7 rebounds a game. He was voted into the Hall of Fame in 1993.


5. Kevin McHale (University of Minnesota). Considered by some as the greatest low-post player in NBA history, the Gopher joined the Celtics in 1980 as the third overall pick in the draft and formed one third of Boston’s famous Big Three with Larry Bird and Robert Parish. Over his Hall of Fame career he won three NBA championships while scoring over 17,000 points.


4. Jerry Lucas (Ohio State University). Jerry Lucas was a three-time All-American in Columbus, Ohio. In the NBA he was a six-time All-Star and won a championship with the New York Knicks in 1973. He was inducted into the Hall of Fame in 1980 and later voted one of the 50 Greatest Players in NBA History.


3. Isiah Thomas (University of Indiana). The point guard from Chicago led the Hoosiers to the 1981 NCAA championship. Drafted by the Detroit Pistons with the second overall pick in the 1981 draft, Thomas became a 12-time All-Star, led the Pistons to two championships (1989 and 1990), and was voted into the Hall of Fame.


2. John Havlicek (Ohio State University). Part of the famous Ohio State 1960 NCAA championship team, along with Jerry Lucas and Bobby Knight, “Hondo” was drafted by the Boston Celtics and became a 13-time NBA All-Star. A key part of eight Celtic championship teams, he eventually earned Hall of Fame induction and inclusion on the 50 Greatest Players in NBA History roster.


1. Magic Johnson (Michigan State University). The Spartan led his team to the 1979 NCAA championship over Larry Bird and Indiana State, and then came to the NBA, where he revolutionized the game with his Showtime skills in Los Angeles. Johnson’s Laker teams won five championships while he gained three MVP Awards, a dozen trips to the All-Star Game, Hall of Fame induction, and a nod as one of the 50 Greatest Players in NBA History.







Top NBA Players from Original Big East Teams :: by Bill Raftery






Bill Raftery, the former La Salle University basketball captain and head coach of Seton Hall, has become one of the great ambassadors for college basketball during his over three decades as a television broadcaster. He started his TV career on ESPN’s NCAA Tonight during the 1980 men’s basketball tournament and currently calls Big East games on the network’s Big Monday. He’s also worked for CBS as an NCAA basketball and NBA analyst, called New Jersey Nets games for over two decades for Fox Sports, and worked for the Big East Network. He was given the Curt Gowdy Media Award by the Basketball Hall of Fame in 2006.


Below, Bill offers his expert take on the best NBA players to come out of the Big East. Founded in 1979, the conference quickly established itself as an elite men’s basketball power and training ground for pro players. The league has had numerous ups and downs and realignments over the years. For this list, Bill focuses on players who came into the NBA from one of the original seven Big East members—Syracuse, Connecticut, Boston College, Seton Hall, Providence, St. John’s, and Georgetown—since the conference was established.


14 (tie). Roy Hibbert (Georgetown University) and Rudy Gay (University of Connecticut). Hibbert is a Hoya who was drafted by the Toronto Raptors in 2008, and then traded to Indiana, where he is on the verge of a double–double career in the pivot. Rudy Gay was drafted in 2006 by the Houston Rockets, and then traded to Memphis, where he has developed into a go-to guy who averages over 17 points a game.


12 (tie). Caron Butler (University of Connecticut) and Ben Gordon (University of Connecticut). Caron Butler starred at UConn before making his way to the NBA as the 10th overall pick (by the Miami Heat) in 2002. He has averaged over 16 points a game over his first decade in the league. Ben Gordon was born in London, grew up in New York, and starred at UConn. In the NBA he is instant offense. He was voted the NBA Sixth Man of the Year in 2005.


10. Derrick Coleman (Syracuse University). The power forward with limitless talent was a force to be reckoned with when he wanted to be reckoned with. He was NBA Rookie of the Year in 1991 and played on some of the best New Jersey Nets teams. Five times in his career he averaged a double-double for a season.


9. Richard Hamilton (University of Connecticut). The most outstanding player in the 1999 Final Four, Hamilton was drafted by the Washington Wizards, won a championship with Detroit, and has played in three NBA All-Star Games.


8. Mark Jackson (St. John’s University). The point guard from Brooklyn stayed at home to play college ball before bringing his game to the NBA, where he dished out over 10,000 assists and scored over 12,000 points with a variety of shots, including a teardrop from the paint.


6 (tie). Alonzo Mourning (Georgetown University) and Dikembe Mutombo (Georgetown University). The two Hoya centers brought their game to the NBA after stellar college careers. Mourning played in seven All-Star Games, was twice named Defensive Player of the Year (1999 and 2000), and won a championship with Miami (2006). Mutombo was four-time Defensive Player of the Year (1995, 1997, 1998, and 2001), warding off would-be shooters with his wagging finger.


4 (tie). Ray Allen (University of Connecticut) and Allen Iverson (Georgetown University). Ray Allen might be the greatest shooter in NBA history. He owns the three-point shooting record and earned himself a ring in Boston. Allen Iverson thrilled fans at Georgetown and for years in Philadelphia with his fearless and relentless attacks of the basket. Over his NBA career he scored almost 25,000 points, and was Rookie of the Year (1997) and league MVP (2001).


3. Carmelo Anthony (Syracuse University). His stay in upstate New York was brief but impactful. After leading the Orangemen to the national championship in 2003, he was drafted third overall by Denver, where he starred for eight years before being traded to the Big Apple, where he hopes to bring the Knicks their first title since the 1970s.


2. Chris Mullin (St. John’s University). Born to shoot, the left-hander from New York stayed home at St. John’s before matriculating to Golden State, the Dream Team, and Springfield, Massachusetts—where he was inducted into the Hall of Fame in 2011.


1. Patrick Ewing (Georgetown University). The first overall pick in the 1985 NBA Draft didn’t disappoint. He never won a ring but did everything else for the Knicks. He played in 11 NBA All-Star Games, scored almost 25,000 points, and grabbed over 11,000 rebounds while thrilling all at Madison Square Garden.







The 10 Players from the SEC Who Had the Greatest NBA Careers :: by Jeff Turner






Jeff Turner was a star at Vanderbilt in the early 1980s. In 1984, he won a gold medal on the Bobby Knight-led US Olympic team. The New Jersey Nets made him the 17th overall pick of that year’s NBA Draft. He stayed in the NBA for 10 years and played in three postseasons, including in 1995, when he contributed to Orlando’s run to the NBA Finals. On the task of putting together this list, he said, “This turned out to be much more difficult than I had first thought. This list leaves out many former SEC standouts who went on to have great NBA careers.”


10. Dale Ellis (University of Tennessee). I spent three years in college chasing Ellis off of screens! Thank goodness we didn’t have a three-point line in college at that time. Dale went on to play 17 years in the NBA and finished his career with 19,004 points. He is top 10 all time in three-point FGs made and attempted. In 1987 he was selected as the league’s Most Improved Player after improving his scoring average from 7 to 24 points per game.


9. Pat Riley (University of Kentucky). Pat’s nine-year playing career was highlighted only by being a part of the 1972 NBA champion Lakers. His significant impact on the league comes from his 24 years as the head coach of the Lakers, Knicks, and Heat. Riley is the only coach to take three different teams to the NBA Finals and has won five championships—four with the Lakers and one with the Heat. He was selected NBA Coach of the Year three times.


8. Cliff Hagan (University of Kentucky). Hagan played 10 seasons with the St Louis Hawks and was selected to the NBA All-Star team five times. In 1958 he combined with Bob Pettit to lead the Hawks to the NBA championship over the Boston Celtics. He scored 14,780 points in his Hall of Fame career.


7. Dan Issel (University of Kentucky). The Horse comes in at No. 7 on my list based on his 15-year NBA/ABA career. Dan was a seven-time All-Star who put up big scoring numbers throughout his Hall of Fame career. He ranks ninth all time on the combined NBA/ABA scoring list, with 27,842 points.


6. Bernard King (University of Tennessee). Admittedly, it is hard for me as a Vanderbilt Commodore to vote for another Volunteer, but I will put aside my bias for King. A four-time All-Star in his 14-year NBA career, King was a scoring machine, leading the league in 1984–85 at 32.9 points per game. He finished his career with 19,655 points.


5. Pete Maravich (LSU). Hall of Famer, Pistol Pete played 10 years in the NBA after a legendary three years at LSU. Arguably, the greatest ball handler of all time, Pete brought fans to the games to see what amazing things he would do with a basketball. He inspired players of my generation to try new skills that were previously branded as “showboating.” Pete finished his career with 15,948 points and was an All-Star five times.


4. Bob Pettit (LSU). Played 11 years in the NBA and in 11 All-Star Games! Petit was one of those special players whose work ethic and talent combined to make him the NBA’s Rookie of the Year in 1955, a two-time NBA Most Valuable Player, and eventual Hall of Fame selection. He led the St. Louis Hawks to the NBA title in 1958. He scored 20,880 points in his career, which works out to 26.4 points per game, and pulled down 12,849 rebounds, which works out to 16.2 rebounds per game.


3. Dominique Wilkins (University of Georgia). The most spectacular slam dunk artist ever, I swear I saw the bottom of his shoes as he jumped over me one time! The Human Highlight Film was a two-time NBA Slam Dunk Contest champion whose high-flying dunks overshadowed the fact that he was one of the most prolific scorers in the 1980s. He led the NBA in scoring in the 1985–86 season, averaging 30.3 points per game. Dominique was selected to the All-Star team nine times in his 15 NBA seasons and finished his career with 26,668 points and a Hall of Fame induction.


2. Charles Barkley (Auburn University). Listed at a generous 6-6, Sir Charles was one of the most unique power forwards to play the game. His strength and power around the basket combined with his ability to run the floor made him a matchup nightmare. Voted the league’s Most Valuable Player in 1993, Charles was an 11-time All-Star. In his 16-year career, Barkley amassed 23,756 total points and pulled down 12,541 rebounds.


1. Shaquille O’Neal (LSU). This is the easiest choice of all. In 19 seasons, Shaq won four NBA championships, two scoring titles, one league MVP, three Finals MVPs, and was selected to the All-Star team 15 times! His combination of power and speed made him almost impossible to stop one-on-one, which opened up shots for teammates like me. He ranks sixth on the all-time NBA scoring list with 28,596 points.







Top NBA Players from Texas Colleges :: by Bob Hill






Bob Hill served as an NBA head coach for the Indiana Pacers, New York Knicks, San Antonio Spurs, and Seattle SuperSonics. In the 1994–95 season, Hill led the Spurs to the best record in the league, 62-20.


14. Ricky Pierce (Rice University). The Texas native attended Rice University before starring in the NBA, where he was the two-time Sixth Man of the Year (1987 and 1990) and scored almost 15,000 points during his 16-year pro career.


13. Terry Teagle (Baylor University). Teagle scored 2,189 points for the Baylor Bears before his 11-year pro career, during which he scored almost 8,000 points for the Lakers, Houston, Detroit, and Golden State.


12. LaMarcus Aldridge (University of Texas). Aldridge was a McDonald’s All-American, matriculated to Texas, and then was drafted second overall by Portland, where he has averaged over 17 points and over seven rebounds a game in his first six seasons.


11. LaSalle Thompson (University of Texas). Thompson played at Texas in the early 1980s before heading to the NBA, where he played in 985 games and scored 7,806 points.


10. Zelmo Beaty (Prairie View University). Beaty was selected by the St. Louis Hawks with the third overall pick in the 1962 NBA Draft. He played in both the NBA and ABA. During his career he played in five All-Star Games and won an ABA championship with the Utah Stars while scoring over 15,000 points.


9. Luke Jackson (University of Texas-Pan American). Jackson was a forward/center on the 1967 NBA champion 76ers. Luke averaged 11.0 points and 11.7 rebounds in the 15-game postseason during Philadelphia’s run to the title.


8. Maurice Cheeks (West Texas State). Cheeks came to the 76ers in the second round of the 1978 NBA Draft and became one of the greatest point guards of all time in the NBA. He led Philadelphia to a 1983 NBA championship.


7. Slater Martin (University of Texas). Martin scored 49 points in a 1949 game against TCU for the Longhorns, who later retired his No. 15. In the NBA he won five championships—four with the Minneapolis Lakers and one with the St. Louis Hawks. He played in seven NBA All-Star Games and is a member of the Hall of Fame.


6. Tim Hardaway (University of Texas-El Paso). The five-time NBA All-Star came out of UTEP in 1989 and electrified NBA fans with his killer crossover dribble, drives to the basket, and dishes to teammates Chris Mullin and Mitch Richmond as part of the Golden State triumvirate known as Run TMC.


5. Kevin Durant (University of Texas). The Longhorn burst onto the NBA scene as an immediate superstar, revitalizing the Seattle SuperSonics/Oklahoma City Thunder while making those teams viable contenders. He won the NBA scoring three times in his first four years in the league and also won the 2008 NBA Rookie of the Year Award.


4. Nate “Tiny” Archibald (University of Texas-El Paso). Tiny Archibald had one of the great seasons in NBA history in 1972–1973, when he led the league in both scoring and assists. Tiny was a six-time All-Star and won an NBA championship with Larry Bird in Boston in 1981.


3. Clyde Drexler (University of Houston). Clyde the Glide swooped into the NBA from Houston and wowed fans in Portland with his cutting attacks to the hoop and graceful play. After a stellar career in the Northwest, he went home to Houston where he gained selection to his ninth and tenth All-Star Games, and won an NBA championship in 1995 with the Rockets.


2. Elvin Hayes (University of Houston). The Cougar center averaged over 31 points a game in college and slayed Lew Alcindor in the Astrodome before bringing his game to the NBA, where he eventually migrated to Washington and led the Bullets to a championship in 1978 with his deadly turnaround jump shot from the elbow. The Hall of Famer scored over 27,000 points and played in 12 All-Star Games.


1. Hakeem Olajuwon (University of Houston). A charter member of Phi Slamma Jamma, the Houston Cougar center was drafted by the Houston Rockets first overall in 1984 and proceeded to lead his team to consecutive NBA championships in 1994 and 1995. During his pro career Hakeem was a two-time Defensive Player of the Year, a one-time NBA MVP, a two-time Finals MVP, and a 12-time All-Star.







Top 10 NBA Players from Utah Colleges :: by Tom Nissalke






Tom Nissalke has been a coach and announcer in the NBA for five decades. He was named Coach of the Year in the NBA (for the 1976–77 season with the Houston Rockets) and in the ABA (for the 1971–72 season with the Dallas Chaparrals). He also coached both the ABA’s Utah Stars and the NBA’s Utah Jazz. He later became an announcer for the Utah Jazz broadcasts. Here, he details the long, proud, and vastly underrated contributions of Utah colleges to NBA rosters.


10. Jimmer Fredette (Brigham Young University). It would take about 10 pages to list all of Jimmer’s awards during his brilliant career at BYU. He was the country’s leading scorer, National Payer of the Year, Wooden Award Winner, Naismith Award winner, the Oscar Robertson trophy winner, and on and on! Can he be like the others on this list and make a name for himself in the NBA? The jury is out on him right now, but I think he will do well. A star? Maybe not.


9. Nate Williams (Utah State University). Nate was built like Superman and could have gone the same route as Cornell Green, another former Aggie great who turned to football. He played during some of Utah State’s greatest years. Williams was picked in the 1971 NBA hardship draft and played almost nine years in the league. His best season was 1973–74, when he averaged 16 points per game with the Kansas City Kings.


8. Fred Roberts (Brigham Young University). A terrific college player at BYU, along with Danny Ainge and Greg Kite, Fred played his entire four years in college, averaging 15 point per game during some very good years at BYU. He was a very successful journeyman, playing 13 years in the NBA. His most productive were the five seasons (1988–93) he spent with the Milwaukee Bucks.


7. Andrew Bogut (University of Utah). Bogut was another former Utah collegian to be named Player of the Year, All-American, Wooden Award winner, All-Conference, and whatever other honors were out there. After his brilliant career at Utah he was picked first overall in the 2005 NBA Draft by the Milwaukee Bucks. As a pro he is considered one of the best passing big men in the game. Because of some injury problems, he has lost significant playing time. If he stays injury-free, he could be among the top centers in the NBA for years to come.


6. Mike Newlin (University of Utah). Tough, feisty, hard-nosed—these adjectives were applied to Mike during his career at the University of Utah, and later during his 11-year pro career. Newlin was All-Conference at Utah, besides being a fine student. Most of his NBA playing days were spent in Houston, where his Rockets backcourt partners were Hall of Famer Calvin Murphy and John Lucas. He finished his playing days in New York with the Nets, and later the Knicks. His top scoring output in a game was 52 points during his time with the Nets.


5. Mel Hutchins (Brigham Young University). The only “old-timer” on my list played in another era but was a standout. At BYU he was an NCAA All-American and was the second overall pick in the 1951 NBA Draft by the former Tri-Cities Blackhawks (later the Milwaukee franchise). He was the NBA Co-Rookie of the Year in 1952, played in four All-Star Games, and was forced to retire in 1958 due to a knee injury after a seven-year career.


4. Andre Miller (University of Utah). Looking for a fine point guard to run your team? Andre has been that for 14 years in the NBA. He became a starter as a freshman at Utah, and then became the team leader and an All-American. He led the Utes to the 1998 NCAA championship game, which the Utes lost to Kentucky, 73–69. George Karl, his head coach in Denver, said Andre is the smartest point guard he ever coached.


3. Keith Van Horn (University of Utah). Keith is considered by many to be the University of Utah’s greatest player. He was All-Conference, All-American, and the all-time leading scorer for the “U” and the conference. He was the second overall draft pick and was a major contributor to both the Nets and Mavs’ conference championship teams. Could he have been even a better pro? Maybe? Though 16 points per game was pretty good.


2. Tom Chambers (University of Utah). Tom was a very good player at the “U” but became an even better player as a pro. He led the San Diego Clippers in scoring his rookie year and was traded to Seattle, and later to Phoenix, where he achieved NBA stardom. He was the MVP of the 1987 NBA All-Star Game and was selected to four All-Star teams. During his Phoenix years Chambers and future Sacramento Mayor Kevin Johnson were one of the great pick-and-roll duos in the league.


1. Danny Ainge (Brigham Young University). What hasn’t Danny Ainge done? He was a great student and athlete at BYU, a two-time NBA champion and standout with several teams, and is now the Majordomo with the Boston Celtics. As an All-American at BYU he is best remembered for his coast-to-coast drive to beat Notre Dame in 1981. In the NBA Danny was a key player on two great Celtic teams, as well as for the Suns and Blazers. He later coached the Suns, was an NBA TV broadcaster, and was selected as the 2008 NBA Executive of the Year.







Top NBA Players from the Ivy League :: by Fran Dunphy






Fran Dunphy coached the University of Pennsylvania men’s basketball team from 1989 to 2006. During his 17-year tenure, he won 310 games, including one in the NCAA tournament over Nebraska, and 10 Ivy League championships. Coach Dunphy is currently the head coach of Temple University, but remains a scholar of Ivy League basketball history.


13. Matt Maloney (University of Pennsylvania). The guard with a coach for a father (John Maloney assistant at Temple) played the game with a high basketball IQ. As a Houston Rocket, Maloney started at point guard as a rookie. He was named to the second team All Rookie squad in 1997. He played six years, scoring over 2,000 points and registering almost 900 assists.


12. Ernie Beck (University of Pennsylvania). The 1953 All-American was chosen by the Philadelphia Warriors with their territorial selection in the 1953 draft. He went on to play in the NBA for seven years, winning a championship with the Warriors in 1956.


11. Jeremy Lin (Harvard University). After the 2010 Harvard graduate was waived by Golden State and Houston he arrived in New York and electrified not only Madison Square Garden, but the entire NBA. His Lin-sane game was a surprise to everyone in the sports world except himself.


10. Dave Wohl (University of Pennsylvania). The Quaker point guard led his college team to a No. 3 national ranking in 1971. He was drafted in the third round of the 1971 NBA Draft and proceeded to play in the league for seven years, scoring over 2,500 points and dishing out almost 1,500 assists. After his playing career he coached the New Jersey Nets for three seasons and was an executive with the Miami Heat.


9. Chris Dudley (Yale University). The Bulldog center was chosen in the fourth round by the Cleveland Cavaliers in 1987. He went on to have a 16-year NBA career in which he recorded over 1,000 blocks, 5,000 rebounds, and almost 3,500 points.


8. David “Corky” Calhoun (University of Pennsylvania). This Quaker led his college team to a three-year record of 78-6 before the Phoenix Suns made him the fourth overall pick in the 1972 NBA Draft. He played in the NBA for eight years, winning a championship with the Trail Blazers in 1977.


7. John Hummer (Princeton University). The Tiger played for Pete Carril at Princeton before being drafted by the Buffalo Braves in the first round of the 1970 NBA draft. He enjoyed a six-year NBA career with Buffalo, Chicago, and Seattle.
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