
[image: cover]


THE

ELIZABETH II
POCKET BIBLE

TERESA PADDINGTON

[image: images]


THE POCKET BIBLE SERIES

The Allotment Pocket Bible

The Baking Pocket Bible

The Camping Pocket Bible

The Cat Lover’s Pocket Bible

The Christmas Pocket Bible

The Cook’s Pocket Bible

The Cricket Pocket Bible

The Dad’s Pocket Bible

The DIY Pocket Bible

The Dog Lover’s Pocket Bible

The Elizabeth II Pocket Bible

The Football Pocket Bible

The Gardener’s Pocket Bible

The Golf Pocket Bible

The Jane Austen Pocket Bible

The Knitting Pocket Bible

The London Pocket Bible

The Mum’s Pocket Bible

The Outdoor Pocket Bible

The Pregnancy Pocket Bible

The Railway Pocket Bible

The Rugby Pocket Bible

The Traveller’s Pocket Bible

The Vegetarian Pocket Bible

The Wedding Pocket Bible

The Wine Pocket Bible




The Elizabeth II Pocket Bible

Teresa Paddington



This epub edition is published in 2012 by Crimson Publishing

Crimson Publishing, Westminster House, Kew Road, Richmond, Surrey TW9 2ND



© Crimson Publishing, 2012



Epub edition 2012     ISBN: 978 1 907087 875



The author has asserted her moral rights to be identified as the author of this work in accordance with the Copyrights, Designs and Patents Act 1988.



British Library cataloguing in Publication data

A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library



All rights reserved under International and Pan-American Copyright Conventions. By payment of the required fees, you have been granted the non-exclusive, non-transferable right to access and read the text of this ebook on-screen. No part of this text may be reproduced, transmitted, downloaded, decompiled, reverse engineered, or stored in or introduced into any information storage and retrieval system, in any form or by any means whether electronic or mechanical, now known or hereinafter invented, without the express written permission of Crimson Publishing ebooks.



Epub file created by RefineCatch Ltd, Bungay




ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

I would like to thank Murray, the best cocker spaniel in the world, for keeping me sane while writing this book.

Thanks to Holly Ivins at Crimson Publishing for all her help and for always being on the end of the phone in times of trouble.

My biggest thanks go to the woman who this book is about. When I came to write this book, if you had asked me, I would have said that Queen Elizabeth is a good queen but it’s not as though she has a proper job! After researching this book, if asked I will say that I am full of admiration for someone who could do this role for so long, with such dedication and always with a smile.


INTRODUCTION

‘Most people have a job and then they go home. In this existence, job and life go on together because you can’t really divide it up.’

Her Majesty, The Queen, Elizabeth II (1992)



The Queen is such a familiar part of our lives; we see her image every time we spend money or lick a stamp and we see photographs of her in our newspapers. But how much do we actually know about her?

This book will tell you all you need to know about the Queen’s life, her interests and her family. Packed with lesser known and interesting facts and insightful quotes from people who have met and worked with her. The book will also tell you about the Queen’s life, from where she was born, her childhood, her marriage and how a 10-year-old girl suddenly found herself next in line to the throne, and Queen at the age of just 25.

The role and powers of the monarchy have been eroded over time, and today it is sometimes difficult to understand their relevance in this modern age. This book will outline the powers the Queen has today and how she still fulfils two very important roles as Head of State and Head of the Nation.

The Queen could not carry out these duties without the help of the Royal Family and the royal household. In this book you will find profiles of members of the Royal Family. It will also take you inside the royal household and describe how this well-oiled machine organises the Queen’s official duties and will tell you who is responsible for the day-to-day running of ‘the Firm’.

Throughout the year the Queen attends a number of royal events that are full of colour, tradition, pomp and circumstance. This book details these events and where and when they take place. It is important for the Queen to look like a queen when attending these events, and although her style has changed over the years she still stands out in a crowd, whether dressed in a lovely gown with her crown or more informally with her trademark hats and handbag. This book will describe a few of the more outstanding outfits as well as detailing some of the stunning Crown jewels and the Queen’s private collection.

We’ll also look at what it means to be the Queen, from having your image on currency and stamps, to the films and television programmes made about her life, as well as describing the ‘real’ Queen and some of her hobbies.

From the day of Queen Elizabeth’s coronation over 60 years ago, her life has been dedicated to serving the country and her people. Despite the number of hands she has shaken and people whom she has spoken to during her reign, the oath she took on the day of her coronation is still as strong today:



‘I have in sincerity pledged myself to your service, as so many of you are pledged to mine. Throughout all my life and with all my heart I shall strive to be worthy of your trust.’


1



BIOGRAPHY

Over the past 60 years no other woman has had so much written about her life. This chapter will highlight and bring together some of the significant moments of the Queen’s life as well as giving insight into the real Queen, her hobbies, and her interests when she is not representing the longest reigning monarchy in the world.

BIRTH

Queen Elizabeth II was born on 21 April 1926 at 2.40am at 17 Bruton Street, Mayfair, London, the home of her maternal grandparents, the Earl and Countess of Strathmore. The birth of Elizabeth is commemorated by a plaque on the wall of the office block that replaced 17 Bruton Street in 1937.


Pocket fact

During her labour, the Duchess of York was attended by the then Home Secretary Sir William Joynson-Hicks, to ensure that there was no baby-swapping. The custom came from the accusation that in 1688, Mary Modena, the wife of James II, smuggled a changeling in a warming pan.



The birth of the future queen was greeted with much joy by the public, who were suffering from the economic deprivation of the 1920s and so were glad to have something to celebrate. The baby was christened Elizabeth, after her mother, Alexandra after her paternal great-grandmother Queen Alexandra, and Mary after her maternal grandmother Queen Mary, in the private chapel in Buckingham Palace on 29 May 1926.

Elizabeth was christened in the silver gilt lily font (which can be seen in the Jewel House at the Tower of London). The font was commissioned by Queen Victoria in 1840 because she did not want her children christened in the same font as the illegitimate children of King Charles II. The font has been used for every royal christening since then with the exception of Princess Beatrice (who was christened at Sandringham).

A RELATIVELY ORDINARY FAMILY LIFE

Because Elizabeth was the daughter of the second son of George V there was very little likelihood of her inheriting the throne. This meant that her home life was relatively ordinary for the daughter of a duke.

The family originally lived in White Lodge in Richmond Park (now the home of the Royal Ballet School) and when Elizabeth was one year old, the family moved to an elegant 25-bedroom 18th-century town house at 145 Piccadilly. As befitting her father’s status and in accordance with the lifestyle of the aristocracy in the 1920s, Elizabeth had a suite of nursery rooms supervised by her nanny Clara Cooper Knight and her nursery maid Margaret Macdonald, affectionately known as ‘Bobo’, as this was the first word Elizabeth spoke.


Pocket fact

Bobo went on to become Elizabeth’s dresser and remained in her service for 67 years. When Bobo died in 1993 at the age of 89, she had become Elizabeth’s closest confidante, daily companion and one of the very few people outside the family to call her ‘Lilibet’. It is believed that Elizabeth took Bobo a cup of tea in bed on her birthday every year.



A BABY SISTER

Elizabeth became a big sister when Princess Margaret was born in 1930. Although there was four years between Elizabeth and Margaret they were very close, especially as their parents often were away on official royal duties. Contemporary accounts described Elizabeth as thoughtful, happy, intelligent and poised, and Margaret as playful and the joker of the family.

Unlike many royal and aristocratic families, the Duke and Duchess of York were very hands-on parents for the times, spending time with their children whenever they were not travelling on official trips. They liked to bathe their daughters, play with them and read to them. It was not unusual for the family to gather around the piano for a sing-song.

The Duke of York was also a keen amateur photographer and there are many touching pictures taken by him, just like any proud parent, of his daughter Elizabeth, with her blonde curls, piercing blue eyes and smiling face. When the Duke and Duchess undertook a six-month overseas tour to Australia and New Zealand, in early 1927 they were kept up to date with their young daughter’s progress with regular photographs.


Pocket fact

The young Elizabeth had difficulty in pronouncing her own name, calling herself ‘Lilibet’ instead. This became the family name for Elizabeth.



THE DUKE OF YORK BECOMES GEORGE VI

Given the extraordinary pressures of becoming a king, it was normal for the eldest son to be prepared from a young age for the responsibility. Thus, Elizabeth’s uncle Edward had been groomed for the throne, and when he decided to abdicate in 1936 it came as a shock not only for the nation but also for his shy and quiet brother. The Duke of York had a speech impediment and had not been prepared for the role now thrust upon him.

Edward VIII had been courting the twice-divorced American Wallis Simpson and wanted to marry her, but as head of the Church of England, which did not recognise divorce, this was not possible. On 11 December 1936 Edward VIII broadcast to the nation announcing his decision to abdicate saying that he ‘found the burden of heavy responsibility too great to bear’ without the support of the woman he loved.


Pocket fact

King Edward VIII is the only British monarch to have abdicated the throne.



Elizabeth’s father the Duke was happiest mixing with ordinary people out of the limelight, and had attended Dartmouth Naval College in 1909 and joined the navy as a midshipman in 1913. In 1916 he sailed on the HMS Collingwood and took part in the Battle of Jutland, one of the largest sea battles in naval war history. He was popular with his men and was mentioned in despatches.


Royal remarks

It is said that when Edward was signing the Instrument of Abdication, the Duke of York turned to his cousin Louis Mountbatten and said: ‘I never wanted this to happen. I am quite unprepared for it. David [Edward] has been trained for this all his life.’



Although christened Albert, the Duke of York was crowned King George VI on 12 May 1937, in honour of his father and to create a sense of continuity of the monarchy. As soon as the abdication had been announced the quiet family life enjoyed by the Duke and Duchess of York ended. They moved to Buckingham Palace and 10-year-old Elizabeth became the next in line to the throne.


Pocket fact

As the eldest daughter of the monarch, Elizabeth’s title was Heir Presumptive and not Heir Apparent. Elizabeth’s right to become the next monarch was because her father did not have a son and she was the eldest child. If George had had a son, even though he would be younger than Elizabeth, he would have become the heir apparent.



EDUCATION

Elizabeth did not go to school but was educated at home by her governess Marion Crawford, ‘Crawfie’, who taught her history, arithmetic, geography, grammar, literature and writing. When her father became King and Elizabeth the Heir Presumptive, Elizabeth’s education was increased to include lessons in the role of monarch from her father plus constitutional history and law, taught by the Vice-Provost of Eton College. She was also taught religious studies and canon law by the Archbishop of Canterbury (Cosmo Gordon Lang).

Elizabeth and Margaret were taught French from Mrs Montaudon-Smith, ‘Monty’, and Vicomtesse de Bellaigue. Elizabeth studied art and music and learned to swim at the London Bath Club in Dover Street (now closed).


Pocket fact

It was at the Bath Club that Elizabeth won the over-9 and under-14 Children’s Challenge Shield and Margaret the under-9 Challenge Cup. The cups were for swimming one length of the pool in backstroke, breaststroke, one dive and a life-saving demonstration.



The King and Queen had just come back from an official visit to America and one of the first events they attended was their daughter’s swimming competition where the Queen awarded the prizes.

ROYAL GIRL GUIDES

Elizabeth’s nurse Marion Crawford started a Girl Guide Company to give Elizabeth and Margaret more opportunity to mix with girls of their own age. In 1937, the Buckingham Palace Guide Company, known as the 1st Buckingham Palace, was formed with 20 Girl Guides drawn from cousins, friends and palace employees. A Brownie Pack was also created for Margaret, made up of 14 girls, as she was only seven and therefore too young to join the Girl Guides.


Pocket fact

Elizabeth was elected at the first meeting as second in command in the Kingfisher patrol, while her cousin Patricia Mountbatten was elected as leader.



The Girl Guides met in the summer house in the garden of Buckingham Palace and used Windsor Forest for trekking, bird watching and camp fires. When Elizabeth finished Girl Guides in 1943 she enrolled as a Sea Ranger on SRS President III and in 1945 became a Sea Ranger Commodore.


Pocket fact

Some of the badges gained by Elizabeth as a Girl Guide were for cook, child nurse, needlewoman and interpreter.



ROYAL DUTIES AT A YOUNG AGE

The most important part of Elizabeth’s education as Heir Presumptive came from watching and taking part in official duties with her parents and her grandmother, Queen Mary. Even before her father became king, Elizabeth was used to being in the public eye. From a very early age she was expected to behave with dignity and decorum. The media interest in the Royal Family is not a 21st-century obsession, and crowds would gather outside 145 Piccadilly to watch her and Margaret play. When Elizabeth wore a particular colour as a baby it then became the fashion.


Royal remarks

Winston Churchill met Elizabeth when she was just two years old and he noted that ‘she had an air of authority and reflectiveness astonishing in an infant’.



In 1929, aged three, Elizabeth appeared on the cover of Time magazine and in May 1930 aged just four she attended the Naval and Military Tournament at Olympia with her grandmother Queen Mary. Elizabeth saw how her grandmother, father and mother dealt with the public and the constant media attention. Although a shy man, her father set his daughter an example of duty and responsibility that was to stay with her for the rest of her life. Her mother’s charm and way of engaging with the public endeared her to the British people during the Second World War and beyond, and could not have set Elizabeth a better example.


Pocket fact

With the popularity of cinema growing in the early part of the 20th century, the Royal Family’s private and public life was shown on newsreels all over the world as never before.



GEORGE VI’S CORONATION

George VI’s coronation took place in 1937 when Elizabeth was 11 years of age. The pomp and ceremony of the coronation and Westminster Abbey crowded with thousands of people, all dressed in their finery, would have been overwhelming for an adult let alone an 11-year-old girl.


Royal remarks

Elizabeth and Margaret were not excluded from the ceremony and even though Elizabeth was used to grand occasions, the sight of the abbey on the day of the coronation impressed the young princess as she describes Westminster Abbey in an essay she wrote for her parents: ‘The arches and beams at the top were covered in a sort of haze of wonder as Papa was crowned; at least I thought it was.’



On the newsreel pictures of the coronation it looks as if her grandmother Queen Mary is explaining the service to her granddaughter, but the essay Elizabeth wrote about the coronation reveals that they were counting the pages to the end of the service because ‘it had got rather boring as it was all prayers’.

After the coronation, the Royal Family appeared on the balcony of Buckingham Palace with thousands of people lining the Mall leading up to the palace.

Elizabeth continued to accompany her parents on official visits and in 1938 at a National Service at Windsor she watched a march-past by Girl Guides dressed in her own Girl Guide uniform.

THE SECOND WORLD WAR

Following the outbreak of the Second World War in 1940, at the age of 14 Elizabeth made her first live broadcast on radio on the BBC’s children’s programme to all the children of Great Britain and the Commonwealth. The broadcast was particularly for the children being evacuated due to the danger of German bombing. Elizabeth spoke of:



‘feeling so much for you as we know what it means to be away from those we love most of all’.



Whether this referred to being separated from her parents during the war, as Elizabeth and Margaret were sent to Windsor Castle, or when her parents were away on official duties, is unclear.

It was suggested that Elizabeth and Margaret should be sent to Canada for safety but their mother Queen Elizabeth said: ‘The children won’t go without me. I won’t leave without the King and the King will never leave.’


Pocket fact

During the Second World War, Elizabeth had to carry an identity card and a ration book just like any other British subject. Ration books contained coupons which shopkeepers cut out or crossed through when customers paid for rationed items such as food and clothing. Elizabeth’s ration books survived the war and have been preserved in the Royal Archives at Windsor Castle.



WORK AND THE BEGINNING OF OFFICIAL DUTIES

On 25 April 1942, just four days after her 16th birthday Elizabeth registered at the Windsor Labour Exchange, as the law stated that all girls over the age of 16 were expected to work (Elizabeth was not expected to undertake any work but she still had to register). In 1943, Elizabeth carried out her first official solo duty when she spent the day with a grenadier tank battalion.


Pocket fact

It wasn’t all official duties for Elizabeth from 1941 to 1944. Christmas pantomimes were regularly performed in the Waterloo Chamber in Windsor Castle for the Royal Family, servants and pupils from the Royal School at Windsor. In 1943, Elizabeth and Margaret took part in Aladdin and in 1944 in Old Mother Red Riding Boots.



Elizabeth’s life as patron of many charities now began in earnest. She was particularly interested in organisations that involved young people and she was made president of the Queen Elizabeth Hospital for Children in Hackney and the National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children.

During the war everyone in Britain was expected to plant food in every spare acre of land and the Royal Family did their bit too. In 1943 the news showed Elizabeth and the King, Queen and Margaret riding around the Sandringham House estate on bicycles inspecting the harvest of corn, oats and rye from the fields that had replaced the golf course and lawns.

In 1944 whilst her father was touring the Italian battlefields, Elizabeth was appointed Counsellor of State. During this time Elizabeth carried out some of the duties of a head of state such as receiving an address from the House of Commons and replying on behalf of the throne. In September 1944, Elizabeth accompanied her parents on her first official tour of Scotland and undertook her first official opening ceremony – of the Aberdeen Sailors’ Home.


Pocket fact

The Counsellor of State is appointed from one of five members of the Royal Family, to temporarily carry out some of the sovereign’s duties in their absence, due to sickness or a trip abroad. The current counsellors are the Duke of Edinburgh, Prince Charles, Prince William, Prince Harry and the Duke of York.



LIFE IN THE MILITARY

Elizabeth was keen to get into one of the military services and in February 1945, aged 18, she joined the Auxiliary Territorial Service (ATS) as No. 230973 Second Subaltern Elizabeth Alexandra Mary Windsor, 5 feet 3 inches, eyes blue and hair brown. The new recruits were sent to army camps for basic training, where at the end of four weeks they completed written and practical tests to see which job they were suited for.


Pocket fact

In October 2003, at an exhibition in the Imperial War Museum to commemorate the efforts of British Women in wartime, Elizabeth was reunited with six former members of the ATS. One of the women remembered that during training Elizabeth ‘found it very strange to be working with a lot of people. I’m quite certain that’s why she sent her daughter to a public school because she enjoyed being with others.’



Elizabeth trained as a driver and motor mechanic. The many pictures of the young and attractive Princess Elizabeth in uniform, with a greasy spanner in hand and her head stuck under the bonnet of a lorry was an enormous boost for recruitment into the ATS. The King and Queen came to watch their daughter fixing an engine, and when they returned back to her after visiting the other areas of the camp, the King joked with her saying ‘haven’t you got it mended yet?’ By the end of the war she had been promoted to junior commander and had passed out as a fully qualified driver.


Pocket fact

Because she trained as a driver in the ATS, Elizabeth is the only monarch to have held a proper driving licence. Although all members of the Royal Family have to take a driving test it is not a legal requirement for them to have a licence.



END OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR

On Victory in Europe Day on 8 May 1945, as the crowds packed the Mall, Elizabeth appeared once again on the balcony of Buckingham Palace, this time dressed in her ATS uniform, with the King, Queen, Margaret and Winston Churchill to celebrate the end of the Second World War.


Royal remarks

Elizabeth and Margaret left Buckingham Palace to mingle with the celebrating crowds. Elizabeth said: ‘We asked my parents if we could go out and see for ourselves … I remember lines of unknown people linking arms and walking down Whitehall, all of us were just swept along on a tide of happiness and relief.’



Now that the war had ended, Elizabeth’s official duties as heir to the throne began in earnest. In 1947 Elizabeth accompanied the King, Queen and Margaret on her first official overseas tour to South Africa. It was from Cape Town on her 21st birthday that Elizabeth made a radio broadcast where she pledged to the Commonwealth:



‘I declare before you all that my whole life, whether long or short, shall be devoted to your service and the service of our great imperial family to which we all belong.’

COURTSHIP AND MARRIAGE

COURTSHIP

Elizabeth and Philip had known each other since childhood because of their close family connection; Elizabeth is Philip’s third cousin through Queen Victoria and the son of Prince Andrew of Greece. Therefore it was inevitable that their paths would cross, which they first did at the wedding of the Duke of Kent in 1934. Elizabeth was eight years old, and a bridesmaid at her uncle’s wedding, while Philip was 12.

In 1939 Philip enrolled as a cadet at the Britannia Royal Naval College in Dartmouth, Devon. The Royal Family had decided to take the Royal Yacht Victoria and Albert on a short trip, calling in at Dartmouth where the King had been a naval cadet. Because of his relationship with the Royal Family, Philip was asked to dine on the Royal Yacht and spent time over the weekend playing games with the young princesses. According to many reports it was love at first sight for the 13-year-old Elizabeth.


Royal remarks

In a documentary to celebrate Prince Philip’s 90th birthday, Lady Mountbatten describes Elizabeth’s feelings saying, ‘I think early on she was quite smitten, quite early on, when they first met. Of course his background was not very different at all from the Queen’s background so he wasn’t overawed or worried by it.’



During the war years Philip continued to serve in the Royal Navy. In 1941 he saw action on HMS Valiant, was mentioned in despatches and later awarded the Greek Cross of Valour.

The couple corresponded while he was away, and when Philip was in Britain he would call in for a meal. He spent Christmas at Windsor Castle in 1943, sitting in the front row to watch that year’s performance of Aladdin starring Elizabeth as Aladdin.

In 1946 Philip visited Balmoral Castle (the Royal Family’s private Scottish home) and proposed to Elizabeth and was accepted. Elizabeth’s father felt that at 20 she was too young for a formal engagement and persuaded the couple to wait until after Elizabeth’s 21st birthday to be formally engaged.


Pocket fact

Prince Philip’s Greek nationality would have been a stumbling block to the engagement, but he had become a British subject in 1947 and changed his name to Philip Mountbatten, an anglicised version of his maternal grandfather’s name Battenberg.



Elizabeth and Philip announced their engagement on 10 July 1947. The engagement ring was made of platinum with a large three-carat, square-cut diamond and five smaller diamonds on the side. It was designed by Philip. The diamonds for Elizabeth’s engagement ring were taken from a tiara owned by Philip’s mother Princess Alice.

Prior to the wedding George VI appointed Elizabeth a Knight of the Garter (the highest order of chivalry in Britain that dates back to 1348) and bestowed the title of His Royal Highness, the Duke of Edinburgh on Philip. George appointed Philip the Duke of Edinburgh a week later so that Elizabeth had seniority.

THE WEDDING

The wedding took place at Westminster Abbey on 20 November 1947 and there was much discussion as to how lavish it should be, given that the country was still experiencing rationing and still bore the scars of the Second World War. Prince Philip was against a lavish occasion but many felt that a return to the pageantry of a royal occasion was just what the country needed.


Pocket fact

One newspaper polled its readers to see which they would prefer and 86% of the readers voted for ‘the traditional gaiety of a gala public event’.



Thousands of people turned out to watch the pageantry and colour of a royal occasion, the first they had seen since the end of the war and in some instances the watching crowd were 50 deep. After the ceremony, Elizabeth and Philip made the traditional appearance on the balcony of Buckingham Palace to the crowds waiting in the Mall. After her marriage Elizabeth became known also as the Duchess of Edinburgh.
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