



[image: image]









[image: ]






 


OCR is pleased to confirm that a review of this resource has been undertaken to confirm that the specification content has been covered fully. This is an innovative resource that teachers can use as part of a range of teaching and learning resources in order to ensure a balanced course, which is always recommended. As a result of full engagement with the History community, including in this case BASA, this independent resource is a valuable addition to the literature on this topic, which is an exciting and new subject for study at GCSE level. Please note OCR has not paid for the production of this resource, nor does OCR receive any royalties from its sale.


Every effort has been made to trace all copyright holders, but if any have been inadvertently overlooked, the Publishers will be pleased to make the necessary arrangements at the first opportunity.


Note: The wording and sentence structure of some written sources have been adapted and simplified to make them accessible to all pupils, while faithfully preserving the sense of the original.


Although every effort has been made to ensure that website addresses are correct at time of going to press, Hodder Education cannot be held responsible for the content of any website mentioned in this book. It is sometimes possible to find a relocated web page by typing in the address of the home page for a website in the URL window of your browser.


Hachette UK’s policy is to use papers that are natural, renewable and recyclable products and made from wood grown in sustainable forests. The logging and manufacturing processes are expected to conform to the environmental regulations of the country of origin.


Orders: please contact Bookpoint Ltd, 130 Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 4SE. Telephone: (44) 01235 827720. Fax: (44) 01235 400454. Email education@bookpoint.co.uk Lines are open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday to Saturday, with a 24-hour message answering service. You can also order through our website: www.hoddereducation.co.uk


ISBN: 978 1471 86287 8
eISBN: 978 1471 86288 5


© Hakim Adi, Dan Lyndon, Marika Sherwood and Martin Spafford 2016


First published in 2016 by


Hodder Education,


An Hachette UK Company


Carmelite House


50 Victoria Embankment


London EC4Y 0DZ


www.hoddereducation.co.uk


Impression number    10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1


Year     2010 2019 2018 2017 2016


All rights reserved. Apart from any use permitted under UK copyright law, no part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording, or held within any information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publisher or under licence from the Copyright Licensing Agency Limited. Further details of such licences (for reprographic reproduction) may be obtained from the Copyright Licensing Agency Limited, Saffron House, 6–10 Kirby Street, London EC1N 8TS.


Cover photo © Hulton-Deutsch Collection/CORBIS


Illustrations by Ron Dixon, Peter Lubach and Dan Prescott


Typeset by White-Thomson Publishing Ltd


Printed in Italy


A catalogue record for this title is available from the British Library.





Prologue: The historian’s mind-set
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How historians work


If you think that history means reading a lot of information from a textbook and then memorising it, you are wrong. If you try to learn history in this way, you will probably end up feeling a bit like the picture above! Even historians get overwhelmed by the amount of historical information to be found in books, archives and other sources. They use a range of techniques to help them make sense of it all.


Focus


No historian can study every aspect of a period of history. To make the subject manageable, historians each focus on particular areas. This book does the same – each of the studies focuses on selected parts of the story. In taking this approach, we miss out other historical information, such as people’s health and daily lives.


Ask questions


Historians are investigators rather than just collectors of information. They search for new information about the past in order to tackle important questions.


Historians have different interests. They do not all investigate the same questions. So when investigating people who came to settle in England from other places in the Middle Ages, Historian A may be most interested in what their daily lives and occupations were like, but Historian B may concentrate on why they came and how they were received by the authorities. A bit like two different builders, they use the same or similar materials but they ask different questions and tell different stories.
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You will follow the same sort of process when preparing for your history exam. You need to learn the content of the specification, but you also need to practise using this content to answer important questions. The text in this book, as well as the Key Questions and tasks for each topic, are designed to help you think in this way.


Select


Another vital technique that historians use is selection. From all the material they study, historians must select just the parts that are relevant and useful to answer a question.


Selection is hard for a historian, but it may be even harder for you under the time pressure of an exam. You have learnt a lot of history facts and you want to show the examiner how much you know – but this is the wrong way of thinking. To begin with, you risk running out of time. Even more serious, you may end up not answering the question clearly because you have included things that are not relevant or helpful. Compare this process to a wardrobe full of clothes. You never wake up in the morning and put on every item of clothing you own! You choose what to wear depending on different factors:





•  the weather



•  what you will be doing that day (going to school, or to a wedding, a Saturday job, a sports match).
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Organise


Once historians have selected the relevant information, they then have to choose what order to present it in to create a coherent argument. You must do the same. If you are responding to the question ‘Why were there riots in the port cities in 1919?’, you need to do more than simply list all the reasons. You must build an argument that shows what you think is the most important reason. Listing all the events that happened leading up to 1919 does not necessarily explain why the riots happened. You need to link the events to the outcomes.


Fine tune


But don’t stop there. Even the most skilled historians make mistakes when they write, and you might too. When you have finished writing, re-read your text and fine tune it to make it as clear and accurate as possible. When you are about to go out, what is the last thing you do before you leave the house? Check your hair? Check your make-up? That is fine tuning. It is a history skill too, and could make a real difference to how much an examiner enjoys reading what you write.


So remember:





•  focus



•  ask questions



•  select



•  organise



•  fine tune.





Keep these points in mind as you work through your course. Good luck!
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Features of this book
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Topic summary


The Topic Summary appears at the end of every topic. It condenses the all the information you have just read into a few points, which should help you get your bearings in even the most complicated content.
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Key question


These are the questions that take a really big view of a topic. They will be similar to the big questions at the end of your exam. However, the Key Questions here are usually a bit broader than the questions you are likely to get in an exam.
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Focus


At the start of every topic there is a Focus box. This sets out the main events and developments that will be covered in the topic. It also highlights the issues and questions that we will help you think about and develop your views on.
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Practice questions


These questions come at the end of major sections. They are designed to help you think about the kinds of questions you may come across in your exam. We do not know the exact questions you will be asked, but we know the style of question. Usually we have shown you the marks that might be available to give you a sense of how much time to spend on it. The question types are explained in the Assessment Focus sections.
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The big picture


At the start of each topic in Part 1, we summarise the big picture – in fact, since the whole thematic study is a big picture we probably should have called it ‘the really big picture’! This looks at the big questions that historians ask about this period and their thinking about those questions. We hope that it will help you keep an overview of the period in your head and that it will be a useful revision tool.
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Factfile


Factfiles are more or less what they say – files full of facts! These give you important background information to a story, without interrupting the narrative too much.
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Profile


Profiles are essentially factfiles about people, summarising the key facts about a historical figure.
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Margin questions


These useful questions are designed to keep you on track. They usually focus in on a source or a section of text to make sure you have fully understood the important points.
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Activity


Activities are designed to help you think through a particular question or issue.
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Assessment focus


These sections take you through the types of questions in the exam paper, how they are assessed and possible ways to answer them.
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Glossary and Key Terms


Glossary terms are highlighted LIKE THIS and defined in the Glossary on page 214. Key terms are listed at the end of each chapter.
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Part 1 British thematic study:
Migration to Britain c1000–c2010
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Introduction to the thematic study
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Thus from a mixture of all kinds began,


That het’rogeneous thing, an Englishman:


[…]


From whence a mongrel half-bred race there came,


With neither name, nor nation, speech nor fame.


[…]


The Scot, Pict, Britain, Roman, Dane, submit,


And with the English-Saxon all unite:


And these the mixture have so close pursu’d,


The very name and memory’s subdu’d:


[…]


Fate jumbled them together, God knows how;


What e’er they were they’re true-born English now.


The wonder which remains is at our pride,


To value that which all wise men deride.


For Englishmen to boast of generation,


Cancels their knowledge, and lampoons the nation.


A true-born Englishman’s a contradiction,


In speech an irony, in fact a fiction.


‘The True Born Englishman’ by Daniel Defoe, 1701
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At any time in the last 1,000 years a similar poem could have been written about the people of Britain. Most of us are MIGRANTS some time in our lives, usually in search of work or safety, and we are all descended from IMMIGRANTS who came here from overseas to live. This course traces the story of all of us. Although you will study the movement of people to Britain over the past 1,000 years, to fully understand the topic you first need to go much further back in time.


Early Britain: the diverse population of our islands before 1000


In August 1901, people digging in a street in York made an extraordinary discovery. They found the 1,700-year-old stone coffin of a woman. She had been buried with some of her possessions, including beads, earrings, jet and ivory bracelets, and a glass mirror. Fascinated by these objects, history detectives at the time realised that the woman was one of the high-ranking elite in the important Roman city of Eboracum (modern-day York) in the late fourth century. They were only interested in the grave goods and took very little notice of the skeleton.


In 2010, however, ARCHAEOLOGISTS from the University of Reading told the world of an even more important discovery. They had used the latest forensic technology to analyse the skull of this woman and had discovered that she was of North African descent. They were even able to create a reconstruction of what she looked like (see Source 1).
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Source 1 A reconstruction from the skull of the female skeleton discovered in York.





Roman Britain was culturally diverse, with people from all over the empire – high class and poor, urban and rural. Some were soldiers who stayed for a time and then left, while others settled permanently (see Figure 2). A thousand years before our course starts in 1000 CE, these islands were absorbing people, goods, culture, knowledge and ideas from all over the world.
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Bulgaria: A cavalry officer buried in Colchester.
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Greece: A merchant called Demetrius in London.
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Croatia: Soldiers who built Hardknott Fort.
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Austria & 
Hungary: Men, women and children buried in Penrith.
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Syria: Barates, who made a memorial to his British wife in South Shields.
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North Africa, Germany & the Netherlands: Soldiers on Hadrian’s Wall.
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Spain: A wealthy woman in London.
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France: A cavalry officer buried in Colchester.
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Mauritania: Victor, a freed slave.
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Algeria: A Berber governor of Britain.
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Libya: Septimius Severus, Roman emperor, who died in York.
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Figure 2 A diagram showing some of the people who lived in Roman Britain. This shows the modern names of the places they came from, but most had different names 2,000 years ago.
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1  Why did the ‘Romans’ in Britain come from so many different places?
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Our changing picture of who the British were and where they came from


Until fairly recently, a commonly held view of Britain’s early history went as follows:
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The people living here before the Romans arrived in 43 CE were Celts, who had originally migrated from central Europe. The Roman invasion was a surprise. The Romans defeated the Celts and pushed them back towards Wales, Scotland and Cornwall. The Romans all left in 410 CE. They were replaced by Anglo-Saxon invaders. The Anglo-Saxons were the first ‘English’ and most English people are descended from them. There was very little, if any, contact with places outside Europe before the eleventh century.
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We now know that much of this is incorrect. These are exciting times for historians because our understanding of the distant past is being transformed. Archaeologists and GENETIC BIOLOGISTS working together on projects at the universities of Leicester and Oxford are making important discoveries on a regular basis.
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Long before the Romans invaded, people were migrating, trading goods and exchanging ideas not only across Europe but with North Africa and Western Asia, using sea travel. This continued unchanged for centuries and was still happening at the time of the Norman Conquest.
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The original inhabitants of Britain probably came mainly from south-west and south-east Europe, with later migration in the Neolithic period from Scandinavia and Western Asia by sea and the Balkans overland.
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Studies of the teeth of skeletons show that people migrated here from North Africa and southern Spain and Portugal between 1100 BCE and 800 CE. The skeleton of a 14-year-old girl who died in Roman London shows that she was born in North Africa, but her DNA links her with sub-Saharan Africa and Western Asia.
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The people known as the Celts came later, probably from what is now northern Spain (the Basque country). By the time the Romans invaded, people had many cultures and languages, mostly descended from those first settlers.
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There was Roman influence in Britain before the invaders came. Most British people stayed where they had always lived: they were not ‘pushed back’.
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The ‘Romans’ came from all over Europe, Western Asia and North Africa, and many settled and mixed with the local population. They were relatively small in number. In cemeteries near York between 11 per cent and 38 per cent are of African descent, rising to 51 per cent in one high-status cemetery.
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Norse Vikings settled in the north and east but were also still a minority. However they, as well as the Angles and Jutes, had a big effect on the language and culture. In their daily lives, people mixed many cultural influences.


[image: ]







[image: ]


Roman influence lasted for hundreds of years after 410 CE. There were Saxons already living in Britain before the Romans left. In their daily lives, people mixed early British, Roman and Saxon belief and culture.
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Angles and Jutes from Germany – along with Saxons, Franks and Frisians from Denmark – migrated in greater numbers than the Romans, but were still a minority of the population. Many were still descended from the early British.


[image: ]







[image: ]


A visitor travelling round the south of England in 1000 would have heard many languages, including Norse, Anglo-Saxon, Welsh, Cornish and Norman French, and would possibly have seen traders from southern Europe and North Africa.
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There is still a lot we do not know about the peopling of these islands in the distant past. The diagram on the left shows what we understand at the time of writing.


In The Origins of the British (2006), historian Stephen Oppenheimer examined evidence from DNA and the study of language. This showed that most English people are descended from the very first settlers who arrived here before farming began. He concluded: ‘After all, Celts, Angles, Jutes, Saxons, Vikings, Normans and others, we are all minorities compared with the first unnamed pioneers, who ventured into the empty, chilly lands so recently vacated by the great ice sheets.’ Most British people are not descended from the English. It is a mistake to refer to the English as Anglo-Saxon, as they are only a minor part of the DNA, sharing space with all the other migrations – including Jewish, Flemish, Irish, Italian, African, Huguenot, German, Indian, Caribbean, Chinese and Polish – that have mixed with the DNA of those ‘unnamed pioneers’ who may have come from what is now Spain.


Their stories – our stories – make up this course. Through migration stories we can understand how the great events that shaped Britain’s relationship with the world over 1,000 years affected the lives of ordinary people in extraordinary ways.


The story of migration before 1000 was about continuity – people, goods and ideas coming here in much the same way for hundreds of years. It was also about change – new ways of life (language, food, clothing, customs and beliefs) brought by invaders and settlers, and combined with existing ways of life.


Migration to and from Britain is nothing new. While numbers of immigrants have never been huge, their significance has often been massive. The English and the Vikings may have been in a minority but they ruled, transformed the language and gave us most of our place names. So although migration has been constant, it has always been what one historian has called ‘a laboratory of change’.



The OCR course: explaining the modern world


In this course you will look at the story of immigrants to Britain, focusing on these key themes:





•  Why people migrated.



•  What their lives in Britain were like and their actions.



•  How they were treated.



•  The impact of immigration on Britain.



•  How immigration affected ideas of ‘identity’.



•  How Britain’s relationship with the wider world affected migration.





To answer the assessment questions you will need to:





•  know about the key themes in every period (Question 1 in the assessment: 4 marks), including:







    –  where people came from and why


    –  how they were received and their actions


    –  the impact they had on life in Britain


    –  what their stories tell us about Britain’s relationship with the world.








•  explain how and why events and changes happened (Question 2: 8 marks)



•  judge the significance of different migration stories and their impact (Question 3: 14 marks)



•  analyse the extent of change or continuity over long periods of time (Question 4: 24 marks).





Most of the assessment marks are for your judgement and analysis of significance, change and continuity. These are assessed in Questions 3 and 4, and you will be expected to show well planned extended writing.


Bristol in the 1450s: a journey back in time


To help you become familiar with the key themes, we travel back in time to the Middle Ages in Bristol in the west of England.


Often, the first view of Bristol is of the ships in the harbour, loading up English cloth to sell in Europe and unloading Spanish wines. Walking through the narrow, crowded streets a visitor can hear people speaking English, Welsh, Irish, Dutch, French and even Icelandic.


With as many as 10,000 people, Bristol is England’s third-biggest town and lies close to Wales. The Welsh mix with the English at all levels of society. Henry Vaghan, from one of Bristol’s richest families, might explain that the hostility the Welsh suffer in other parts of England is not found here. In fact, the Welsh are at the heart of the life of the city.


This is not the case for the Irish. They are no longer allowed to join trade GUILDS or hold public office. They have to pay 50 times as much as the English to be allowed to trade freely. Many came here to escape war in Ireland, but although officially they are subjects of King Henry they still have to pay the new tax on foreigners.
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Source 3 Bristol in the late Middle Ages.





Robert Londe is an Irish priest who has taught for many years in Newgate School. He might tell you that 20 years ago, when all the Irish were told to leave, he had to buy a special licence. Even the Devenyssh family – one of whom was mayor of Bristol – are taxed as aliens. But the Irish are well organised and fight back: they collects money to lobby parliament in London and manage to stop this DISCRIMINATION against them. In the school translation book he makes for his students in 1420, Londe writes: ‘To Bristol, which is a port town, come more strangers than Coventry, which is not a port town, but both are equally good.’
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ACTIVITY


This imaginary description of immigrants in Bristol in the Middle Ages is based on history – all the people really existed and are mentioned in tax records from the time. Your task is to identify in this story examples of:





•  reasons for migration



•  experiences of migration



•  impact of migration.








1  Make a copy of the table below and fill it out as you read the story.
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2  Using the information you have collected, write a short summary paragraph in answer to each of these questions:







    a  Who came to Bristol and why?


    b  What were their experiences?


    c  What was their impact on life in Bristol?
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Like every corner of England, Bristol has people from overseas in all walks of life. The Dutch and Flemish left the poverty and wars of their countries to look for a better life. Here in Bristol they may well have brewed the beer you drink, worked the leather for your shoes, made the laces to tie up your clothing, created the gold jewellery worn by the wealthy or be seen herding cattle from the surrounding fields. There are Scottish labourers and even French bakers, in spite of England’s difficulties with those foreign countries. One, William de la Motte from Brittany, is being held in the city gaol.


As Bristol’s trade is mostly controlled by English MERCHANTS, there are very few foreign merchants. In spite of the brisk trade, Spaniards prefer to stay in their own country, where wages are higher. There are a few French merchants, but others are arriving from Gascony after the wars with France. William Lombard had to escape from Bordeaux, but in order to stay here had to get a letter of DENIZATION that allowed him to become a subject of the king. This is now his home.


There are sadder stories, too. You may notice fair-haired boys who speak very little English working as servants for some of the town’s weavers. They are from Iceland and were forcibly kidnapped or bought from poverty-stricken families. Nearly all are given the surname ‘Iselonde’ and sold on, not only in Bristol but as far away as Coventry and Northampton. More and more are arriving. Bristol was transporting Welsh and English slaves to North Africa 300 years ago, and the tradition continues.
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Source 4 A French bakery, one of many trades provided by immigrants to the people of medieval Bristol.





Immigrants here may be a small number, but they settle, become part of the city and provide services. Resentment seems to be growing, though. Many in the Weavers’ Guild are beginning to complain that there are fewer jobs for local people, and some are forced to beg on the streets. When times are hard, immigrants are seen as a threat in spite of their small numbers, and then they face dangers. A dark reminder of this is Brandon Hill to the west, where you can find tombstones and the remains of a ritual bath – echoes of the Jewish community that once thrived here.



Notes and definitions


England, Great Britain and the United Kingdom


As you read through this book you will see that we sometimes call the country England, sometimes Great Britain, sometimes the UK and sometimes Britain. This is because its name and composition have changed many times over the last 1,000 years. We use the names in the following way:






	England

	Used for the period from c1000 to 1707, when England was a separate kingdom (although after 1603 it was ruled together with Scotland by one monarch).






	Great Britain

	Used for the period from 1707 to 1800, after the Act of Union that officially brought England and Scotland together as one kingdom.






	United Kingdom (UK)

	Used for the period from 1800 onwards, after a second Act of Union that included Ireland (and later only Northern Ireland).






	Britain

	Used when we are referring to the whole period, or any longer period including more than one of the above.

Used if we mean the whole geographical island that includes Scotland, Wales and England.









Definitions of migration


This book covers 1,000 years of history and you may come across words and ideas that are new to you. These key terms (in capitals) are defined in the glossary on pages 214–17. However, here are some definitions concerning the topic of migration that is the primary focus of the thematic study:





•  migration: when people move from one place to another to take up residence.



•  immigration: people arriving as migrants.



•  emigration: people leaving to find a better or safer place to live.



•  economic migration: when people migrate to find work or a better standard of living.



•  forced migration: when people are forced to migrate against their will.



•  step migration: when people migrate to one place and then move on to another.



•  chain migration: when people migrating from one region are joined by others from the same region who follow them.





‘Race’ and racism


At several points in this book you will come across references to RACISM – a term that people use today in many different ways. The authors of this book understand racism to be what the Institute of Race Relations calls ‘the belief or IDEOLOGY that “races” have distinctive characteristics which gives some superiority over others.’


Biologically there are no different ‘races’ – just human beings with common ancestors and a wide variety of cultures, beliefs, languages and physical characteristics such as skin colour or hair type. However, at different times in our history powerful people spread racist ideas such as some groups having inferior cultures or intellectual ability. These groups are then discriminated against. This has happened, for example, in the case of ANTI-SEMITISM, anti-Irish racism and ISLAMOPHOBIA. The enslavement of Africans and the COLONISATION of Asia, Africa and the Americas were justified by racism based on skin colour.


By the nineteenth century the idea that there was a HIERARCHY of races based on colour – with darker skin at the bottom and lighter skin at the top – was promoted as a science. This PSEUDO-SCIENTIFIC RACISM has no basis in fact: racism has been used throughout history to justify the actions of the powerful against the less powerful.


Some problems and exciting opportunities


It is very difficult to find out how migrants to Britain really lived. This is a history mainly of ordinary people living everyday lives. Most were part of the working poor, just getting on with their daily lives, and until the twentieth century most could not read or write. We only know the stories of those who appear in a parish record, a court report or a newspaper – in other words, the minority for whom something unusual happened. The lives of the majority are hard to trace. In addition, for much of our history people’s ethnic origins were not recorded. When we see a name in a parish register or a court report, we often have no idea whether they were African or Flemish or Irish.


What you will read in this book is based on the little we do know. There is so much that we still do not know. An exciting fact about this history is that new discoveries are being made all the time, and there is much more to find out. As historians and archaeologists uncover new evidence, our understanding changes of how people lived in the past and where they came from. By the time you read this, some of the information in this book may already be out of date! By researching records in your local archive or exploring your own family history, you can add to our growing understanding of the stories of the people who came to and settled in Britain.
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KEY TERMS


Make sure you know these key terms and can use them confidently in your writing.





•  anti-Semitism



•  archaeologists



•  colonisation



•  denization



•  discrimination



•  DNA



•  guilds



•  ideology



•  immigrants



•  Islamophobia



•  merchants



•  racism
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1 Migration in the Middle Ages c1000–c1500



Introduction to the period: The Middle Ages c1000–c1500


During the Middle Ages, most people in England lived in villages. Under the FEUDAL SYSTEM, they farmed land owned by the Crown, the Church or by noblemen and knights who provided the king with armies in return for that land. The king was the ruler and laws were made by him. However, kings were not always secure and some were overthrown by rebellious barons (rich, powerful noblemen, often with their own private armies). Civil wars were common. Ordinary people had no say in government, but at times they rose up against their rulers to demand better conditions. The Church had a great deal of political power. England belonged to CHRISTENDOM – the CATHOLIC Christian world – and was in close contact with the rest of Europe. England was famous for the quality of its wool, which provided over half of the country’s wealth by 1297. The guilds – associations of merchants and craftsmen controlling the trade of their products – had great influence. They opposed anything they saw as a threat to their own business.


During the Middle Ages, English armies conquered Wales and began to colonise Ireland. England also controlled a large part of France, but during the Hundred Years’ War most of this was lost. Although few people travelled widely, there was regular movement of goods, culture and ideas into and out of the country. This was also a period of wars in western Asia, which were known in the West as the CRUSADES and in the Arab world as the Frankish invasions. These conflicts caused great tension between the Islamic world and Christendom. However, they also resulted in a flow of culture and ideas from east to west.
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FACTFILE


Key dates c1000–c1500.





•  1066 Norman Conquest.



•  1070 First written record of Jews in England.



•  1189–90 Massacres of Jews in London and York.



•  1265 Italian bankers allowed to charge interest.



•  1270 Henry III ordered expulsion of all non-weavers.



•  1290 Expulsion of the Jews.



•  1440–87 ‘Alien subsidies’ – taxation of foreigners.
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England before the Normans: many cultures


Around the year 1000, England was in turmoil. For 200 years Viking Danes and West Saxons had fought for control of this land that was inhabited mainly by the descendants of those ‘first people’. For a long period England had been divided, with the north and east ruled by the Danes. In 1000 the Danes were regularly raiding the south coast, and the West Saxon king, Aethelred, was forced to pay tribute to the Danish king, Sweyn. In 1002, Aethelred ordered the massacre of all Danes in his kingdom and many, possibly including Sweyn’s sister, were killed. Sweyn invaded England and Aethelred was forced to flee to Normandy. Although he eventually regained his kingdom, by 1016 all of England was ruled by the Danish king Cnut. It was not until 1042 that a king who was Saxon by birth, Edward the Confessor, ruled again. When the Normans invaded in 1066, England had been under Saxon rule for only 24 years. Its people, however, were a mix of many cultures.


Until recently, what we understood about the people who lived in England before the Norman Conquest was based largely on histories written by monks living at the time or soon afterwards. They concentrated on battles and kings. However, recent archaeological, FORENSIC and genetic research has led to a more accurate understanding of these people and their migration stories:





•  Objects buried with women include jewellery from Norway and clothes from Germany. Clothing fashions varied widely, and through these we understand how domestic lives were being changed by migration.



•  Chemicals in skeletons tell us about diet and drinking water, which can reveal where people lived. Many of those buried in England had lived in Scandinavia, southern Europe and North Africa. Skeletons of Africans have been discovered by archaeologists, including a man in Stratford-upon-Avon from the seventh century and a young woman in Fairford (Gloucestershire) from the tenth or early eleventh century.





There is strong evidence that the people of the British Isles had been in touch with the wider world for centuries by this point. One example of such evidence lies close to the River Deben at Sutton Hoo in Suffolk. Here there is a cluster of mounds made by people in the seventh century, when the area was settled by Saxon migrants from Germany. In 1939, archaeologists found a fine wooden ship inside the biggest mound. It had been used to bury a dead ruler – possibly the Saxon king Raedwald. Inside the ship were gold and silver objects for the king to carry to the afterlife. Most important of these was a magnificent warrior helmet (see Source 1). Seen by many as one of our earliest English treasures, the helmet (now in the British Museum) is also a mirror to the rest of the world. Its design and the objects with it show links across Europe and into Asia (see Factfile).
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Source 1 The Sutton Hoo helmet.





The eighth-century gold coin in Source 2, now in the British Museum, was minted for Offa, the king of Mercia in England. It is a copy of a Muslim coin, with a very inaccurate imitation of Arabic script! Other Arab coins have been found. In the Wirral in north-west England, people were using coins from Byzantium in the sixth century.
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Source 2 Offa’s coin, eighth century.





Cultural links came not only with objects but also through ideas. An example of this was Adelard, a monk from Bath who was born soon after the Norman Conquest in 1080. He was a highly educated scholar and translator, who travelled all over Europe and western Asia. He devoted himself to the ‘studies of the Arabs’ at a time when Islamic Baghdad (Iraq) and Cordoba (Spain, then called Al-Andalus and under Islamic rule) were the most advanced places for the arts, sciences and technology. Adelard translated many Arabic texts as well as the work of the Ancient Greek mathematician Euclid. He was one of the first to introduce Arabic mathematics into England. Inspired by Arabic thought, he supported the idea of using human reason to solve scientific questions.
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1  Look at the map. How might these objects and styles have come to Britain?



2  What does the coin in Source 2 tell us about England’s links with the wider world?
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FACTFILE


A map showing origins of parts of the Sutton Hoo helmet and objects found with it.
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The Sutton Hoo helmet and hoard found in Suffolk.


Helmet design and ship burial tradition from Sweden.


Celtic hanging bowl from West Britain.


Gold coins from France.


Mounted warrior on one plaque based on Roman images.


Silver spoons with Greek Christian inscriptions.


Silver bowls from Byzantium.


Garnets making the eyes of flying beasts from Sri Lanka or India.
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Source 3 A medieval illustration from Adelard’s translation of a book by Euclid. It shows a woman teaching geometry to student monks. She has a set-square and dividers to measure lengths on a diagram.





 


1.1 The Norman Conquest
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FOCUS


In this topic, you will look at the invasion of England by the Normans, who took control of the country in 1066. In particular, you will investigate:





•  how the Normans changed England



•  what kind of migration this was – whether it was similar or different to other migrations you will study in this course.
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KEY QUESTIONS





A  How did the Norman Conquest affect England?








    The table below lists some of the areas in which the Normans had an impact on England and its people. As you work through this topic, look for examples of each effect and record them in a copy of the table. The first has been started for you.









	 

	What did the Normans do?






	land ownership

	They seized most of the land from Anglo-Danish lords. They also collected information about…






	daily life

	 






	law and order

	 






	religion

	 






	personal freedom

	 






	names

	 






	language

	 






	rebellion

	 










B  How different was the Norman Conquest from the other migrations in this story?








    Your task will be to compare the Norman arrival with the migration you read about in the Introduction, and then to decide how similar or different they were. Look again at the description of medieval Bristol on page 11. Copy the table below and complete column 2. As you work through this topic, complete column 3.









	 

	Immigrants in fifteenth-century Bristol

	Normans in the eleventh century






	reasons for coming

	 

	 






	experiences and actions

	 

	 






	impact
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The big picture
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Who came and why?
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Norman invaders came to take control of England.
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How did England’s relationship with the wider world affect their decision to come?


[image: ]





Norman, Danish and Saxon rulers all claimed the right to rule England.
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What were their experiences and actions?
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They took total military, political and economic control of the country. They experienced continual resistance to their rule and dealt with it harshly.
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What was their impact?
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They caused considerable change in the language, culture, economics and politics of England.
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The Norman invasion of 1066


The year 1066 is perhaps the most famous in the history of the British Isles. The Battle of Hastings marked the start of the Norman invasion and conquest of England. William, Duke of Normandy, landed with an army, as well as followers from Brittany, Flanders and other parts of his kingdom. Many of these people ended up settling in England.


The Normans were descended from earlier migrants from Scandinavia, who had conquered parts of northern France in the early tenth century. In the 70 years before the Battle of Hastings, Danes and others from Scandinavia had often invaded England. Edward the Confessor, who became king in 1043, had lived in Normandy for 25 years and his mother was a Norman. He also appointed a Norman as Archbishop of Canterbury. During Edward’s reign a struggle developed between his Norman friends and the Anglo-Danish nobles such as the powerful Godwin family. When Edward died without a son to succeed him in early 1066, both Harold Godwinson and William of Normandy claimed the English throne. William defeated Harold at Hastings and conquered the whole of England in the next few years. He promised land and wealth to the nobles who joined his invasion force, and he honoured that promise. He gave them land that once belonged to the Anglo-Danish lords, making them the major landholders in England.
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1  Some historians describe the Battle of Hastings as a fight for power between migrants. Do you think this is accurate? Why, or why not?
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The population of England at the time has been estimated at no more than 2 million. At about 100,000 (5 per cent of the population) the number of Norman migrants was small, but enough to have an impact on the country’s language, culture and political institutions. Political and economic control of England passed almost totally to the Normans and their allies from France.
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Source 1 A scene from the Bayeux Tapestry, showing William’s fleet setting sail for England.






How the Normans changed England


The information below summarises some of the changes the Normans brought to England:
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William consolidated the feudal system that was already developing before 1066.
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He seized the land from Anglo-Danish lords and gave it to his Norman lords.
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Normans took control of the tax and justice systems, although they did not change much.
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William took control of the Church, replacing Anglo-Danish bishops with Norman ones.
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He set up the Domesday survey in 1085 to record who owned land, what is was worth and who lived on it.
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Normans abolished slavery after the Domesday survey, which had shown that about 10 per cent of the people were slaves.
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They introduced the system of surnames to show people’s occupations or where they had migrated from.
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They introduced a new language, a dialect of Old French, although for some time only the conquerors would have understood it. There was one language for the rulers and another for the ruled. Over time, however, Old English and Old French came together in one language.
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However, for most people in England living on the land, life did not change very much. Most people still had few rights and little or no land of their own. Around 70 per cent of people were serfs, forced to work on the land and in constant conflict with the local landholders and the law.
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Source 2 A Derbyshire version of the Domesday Book, dating from 1241, has this figure on one of its pages.





Repression and resistance: the rebellion of 1069


Resistance to Norman colonial rule continued in England, Scotland and Wales for many years. Some of the Anglo-Danish nobles joined an unsuccessful invasion of England led by King Sweyn of Denmark in 1069. Others took refuge in Scotland. King William was forced to suppress resistance up and down the country, and he laid waste to much of northern England in order to end the constant REBELLIONS. Nevertheless, resistance continued from the SILVATICI or ‘green men’ – the anti-colonial resistance fighters of the forests. The most famous is probably the English landholder Hereward, who based his GUERRILLA operations in the fens of the Isle of Ely. It became so dangerous for the Normans that they reintroduced murdrum, which was a special law dating from the time of the Danes (the English word ‘murder’ is derived from it). If a Norman was assassinated, a collective fine was imposed on all those living in the area unless the murderer was caught within five days.
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Source 3 A woman and child watch as William’s men burn down their house, in a scene from the Bayeux Tapestry (designed by William’s supporters). The words in Latin say ‘This house is on fire.’





As you will see in the Depth Study (Part 2 of this book), England was itself colonising other places 500 years later. What the peoples of Africa, Asia and the Americas went through then may not have been so different from what the English experienced after 1066, being invaded and colonised by Normans.
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Source 4 Orderic Vitalis, an English monk and historian writing sometime between 1123 and 1131.


My narrative has frequently had occasion to praise William, but for this act which condemned the innocent and guilty alike to slow starvation I cannot commend him. For when I think of helpless children, young men in the prime of life, and hoary grey-beards alike perishing of hunger, I am so moved to pity that I would rather lament the griefs and sufferings of the wretched people than make a vain attempt to flatter the perpetrator of such infamy.
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1  Study Source 2. Below are three interpretations of this image by historians. Which do you think is most likely and why?







    a  The fact that a Black man is in a book listing people and land shows that Black people were present, doing useful work.


    b  The Black man is wearing a short tunic (a sign of low status) and striped clothing (a sign of a troublemaker). It is a negative portrayal, suggesting someone disruptive.


    c  The artist has just chosen an eye-catching image alongside all the others in the book of mythical animals and long-dead people from history. Perhaps the artist had seen Black people, perhaps not. It is not necessarily positive or negative.








2  What impression of William’s actions do Sources 3 and 4 give? How useful are they for historians wanting to find out about his actions?
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KEY QUESTION REVIEW





A  How did the Norman Conquest affect England?








    Look at the table you completed on page 16 and use it to answer this question:


    Describe the ways in which the Normans had an impact on people in England.









B  How different was the Norman Conquest from the other migrations in this story?








    a  The Norman conquerors were very different migrants from those we met in medieval Bristol. Using the table you completed, write three sentences comparing their reasons, experiences and actions, and impact.


    b  Look back at the definitions of different kinds of migration on page 13. Do any of these apply to the Norman Conquest? If so, to what extent and why?


    c  ‘The Norman Conquest was very different from other medieval migrations.’ Do you agree? Explain your answer.
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PRACTICE QUESTIONS





1  Describe two ways in which the Norman invaders exerted control over England after 1066. (4)



2  Explain why the Normans invaded England. (8)



3  Explain how William the Conqueror dealt with rebellions against his rule. (8)



4  ‘The Norman Conquest did not really change England very much.’ How far do you agree? (24)
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TOPIC SUMMARY


The Norman Conquest





1  Before the Norman Conquest, the people of England had many different cultures and languages. There was a continuous pattern of migration. The ruling Anglo-Saxons and Danes had themselves been immigrants. People in England were in contact with goods and ideas from other parts of the world.



2  William the Conqueror and his Norman army invaded England so that he could be king.



3  William dealt violently with rebellions, especially those in the north and east of England.



4  After their successful invasion in 1066, the Normans took total control of the land and government of England. They were foreign colonisers, speaking a different language. Over time, however, the languages and cultures mixed and Norman rulers came to think of themselves as English.



5  Although the Normans changed England in many ways, the lives of most ordinary people living on the land did not change a great deal.
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1.2 Jews in the Middle Ages: A hatred created
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FOCUS


In this topic, you will investigate the story of Britain’s Jews in the early Middle Ages following the arrival of the Norman invaders. It is a story in two parts:





•  Settlement and impact: The Jews were invited to settle in England by the Norman kings, who needed their skills. You will consider the impact the Jews had on England.



•  Persecution and expulsion: Although they were invited to England, after two centuries they were violently persecuted and expelled from England. You will try to understand and analyse how and why this happened.
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The big picture
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How did Britain’s relationship with the wider world affect Jewish immigration?
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European Jews migrated to England as a result of the Norman Conquest, invited by King William.
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Who came and why?
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Jews from parts of Europe, mainly France, were invited by the king to organise his finances and lend him money.
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What was their impact?
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It was thanks to the Jews’ skills and investment that many Norman castles and cathedrals were built. The way they were treated had an impact on the lives of Jews all over Europe: the ‘Blood Libel’ (see page 22) started in England and spread across the continent, leading to many Jews being murdered.
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What were their experiences?
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A few become wealthy moneylenders. Many others were poorer and worked in a range of occupations. While they were useful to the authorities, they were protected. However, when the rulers stopped having any use for them, Jews were persecuted and discriminated against. They were finally expelled from England after a wave of anti-Semitism stirred up by the Church and the Crown.
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KEY QUESTIONS





A  What was the impact of Jewish migrants in early medieval England?








    William the Conqueror invited Jews to settle in England for a reason. He knew they could help him. As you read this topic, make notes to answer these questions:







    a  How were Jewish settlers useful to the monarchy?


    b  How were Jewish settlers useful to the Church?


    c  What services did Jewish settlers provide for the wider population?








B  Why were England’s Jews expelled in 1290?








    The story of England’s Jews in the Middle Ages is a terrible one: they were invited, protected, attacked, abandoned and then expelled. As you follow what happened, think about why people in England turned against the Jews and what caused the anti-Semitism. Who was to blame for what happened? Copy and complete the table below to record your findings.









	 

	Reasons why they turned against the Jews

	Were these reasons religious, political or economic?






	monarchs

	 

	 






	Church

	 

	 






	wider population
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Invitation and settlement of the Jews 1070s–1189


In 1987, a small chamber cut into the rock above a warm spring was discovered in Bristol. It had a Hebrew inscription. Archaeologists are not sure whether it was a ritual bath or a place for washing bodies before burial, but it is a sign of the thriving Jewish community that settled in Bristol and across England after the 1070s.


There may have been a few Jews in England before the Norman Conquest, but most were invited from Normandy by William because they could read, write and do accounts at a time when not even kings were literate. He needed them to help him control the land he had seized. They settled in towns, living together in small communities called Jewries. In a country where everyone else followed the same faith, they were the only religious minority.


Christians were told by the pope that it was a sin to lend money and gain interest. However, kings and bishops wanted to borrow money to build castles and cathedrals, so Jews were pressed to become moneylenders. To encourage them to do this, laws were introduced that banned them from many other occupations. Some – such as a man called Aaron in Lincoln and a woman called Licoricia in Oxford – became very rich indeed. But there were also many poorer Jews working in a wide variety of occupations: we know about a fishmonger, a doctor, a goldsmith, a crossbow maker, an artist, a ladder-maker and a cheese-maker. Through their kehila (community council) Jews organised mikvehs (communal bathhouses), synagogues for worship, study centres, cemeteries and kosher food preparation.
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FACTFILE


A map showing Jewish communities in early medieval England.
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Treatment of Jews in the Middle Ages


At first Jews were allowed to trade and mix freely. King Henry I gave them a CHARTER of Liberties. For as long as they needed and could use them, monarchs protected Jews by allowing them access to castles if they were in danger – but they had to pay higher taxes in return. This meant that they had to charge high rates of interest, and many Christians felt they were on the side of the hated Norman rulers. Ill-feeling grew. All Jews, not just the wealthy moneylenders, were starting to be seen as ‘the other’ because they were the only people living in England who were not Christian. In 1095, instigated by the pope, Christians began to fight what became known as the Crusades, with the aim of expelling Jerusalem’s Muslim inhabitants. Muslims and Jews were now labelled as non-believers.



‘Saint’ William of Norwich and the start of the ‘Blood Libel’


In Norwich on Good Friday 1144, the dead body of a boy called William was found wearing only his jacket and shoes. A local priest and the boy’s family accused the city’s Jews of the murder and the body was moved inside the cathedral. Although money lent by Jews had helped build the cathedral and the Jewish residents held many different occupations, including doctors and teachers, the townspeople turned on them and the sheriff had to offer them safe shelter in the castle.


Not long afterwards a book appeared, written by a local monk called Thomas of Monmouth. The book was full of hatred, attacking Jews. He claimed to have ‘insider knowledge’ from a Jewish convert to Christianity called Theobald. He said that Jews were planning to ritually murder a Christian child every Good Friday to commemorate the crucifixion of Jesus. This is known as the BLOOD LIBEL. Monmouth also said that Jews had bribed the sheriff, whom he referred to as ‘Protector of the Jews’. He claimed that miracles had happened around William’s coffin and demanded that the boy be made a saint.


Why did Thomas write his vindictive book? Historians suggest he did it to boost the reputation of his monastery. He was originally from Wales and a fairly new arrival in Norwich so perhaps he was also promoting himself. We may never know who really killed William.


Church and government propaganda


Instead of crushing this dangerous rumour, the Church encouraged it, through the use of PROPAGANDA. For example, William was buried in a prominent place inside the cathedral. Church paintings showed the boy as a saint in heaven or being murdered by Jews. These paintings, produced over 100 years after William’s death, can still be seen in Norfolk churches today (see Sources 1 and 2).
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Source 1 William of Norwich being tortured and killed, c1500.
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Source 2 William of Norwich as a saint, 1500s.







Meanwhile the Blood Libel rumour spread across England and then all over Europe. In countries as far apart as France, Germany, Spain and Slovakia, Jews were accused of child killings and were themselves murdered. This racist slur – started deliberately by Thomas of Monmouth – is still repeated even today.


It was not just the Church that spread propaganda about the Jews; the government did as well, as Source 3 shows.
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1  What impression of Norwich’s Jews and the death of William is given by Sources 1, 2 and 3?



2  Sources 1, 2 and 3 were all produced many years after William’s death. What does this tell us about the impact of the ‘Blood Libel’ accusation?



3  Thomas of Monmouth’s book is the only written account that survives of what happened in Norwich. Why is this a problem? Does it mean that his book has no value for historians?
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Source 3 This cartoon showing Norwich’s Jews is at the top of a tax roll from 1233. It shows Isaac with three heads and the couple Arveghaye and her husband Moses Mokke in Norwich Castle with demons.






Persecution of the Jews from 1189 to 1290: descent to disaster


By the end of the twelfth century, hatred of Jews was being encouraged and organised by people in government (kings and lords) and by priests and bishops in the Church. This may often have been because they did not want to pay back (with interest) the money they had borrowed. Emphasis on the role of Jews as well as Romans in the death of Jesus on Good Friday was spreading throughout Europe, and began to be reflected in church paintings of the time. This religious anti-Semitism was taking hold.
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Source 4 An artist’s impression of the massacre of the Jews in York in 1190.





For London’s Jews, 3 September 1189 was a terrible day. King Richard was to be crowned and they prepared to offer gifts. Jews had lived happily under the protection of his father Henry II, but the world was changing. Two years earlier, Muslim armies had retaken Jerusalem from the crusaders and Richard was preparing to lead an army of knights to Jerusalem. A mood against ‘the other’ was sweeping England and Jews were seen as an enemy, especially by knights who borrowed from them to travel and fight. Meanwhile, fears were spreading that the world was ending, based on stories of the Last Judgement told in the Bible. Religious hysteria, crusading violence and debt were a dangerous mix. When Jewish leaders arrived at Westminster Hall for the coronation they were stripped, beaten, chased and killed. The next day, vicious mobs ran through the Jewish quarter. Jews fought back bravely for hours, but 30 Jews and some of their Christian servants were murdered.


The killing spread across England. Worst of all was what happened in York in March 1190. Barons who did not want to pay back debts to Jews stirred people up against them, so their families fled to the castle – the traditional place of safety. There they were surrounded by a mob holding swords and torches, calling on them to come out and convert to Christianity or be burnt alive. Those who surrendered were murdered. The rest committed mass suicide, cutting each others’ throats.


The situation became progressively worse for English Jews, as the timeline shows.





•  1210 King John seized Jewish property, killing or torturing those who resisted.



•  1218 Jews were made to wear a distinctive yellow cloth.



•  1230S Jews were expelled from many towns and not allowed to own anything except their houses.



•  1255 A new ‘Blood Libel’ when the body of a boy called Hugh was found at the bottom of a well in Lincoln. All Jews were accused of planning ritual murder. Henry III arrested 90 Jews and hanged those who protested, taking their property.



•  1263 400 Jews murdered on Palm Sunday.



•  1264 1,000 Jews beaten to death in London.



•  1265 The pope allowed Italian bankers to charge interest. Jewish moneylenders no longer needed.



•  1275 Edward I made a law (the Statute of Jewry) that Jews were not allowed to collect interest. Most became so poor that they were forced to ‘clip’ the edges of coins and melt down the metal to sell.



•  1278 680 Jews arrested; 293 of them hanged.



•  1290 All Jews expelled from England






A terrible choice


Across the country, Jews were given the option of converting to Christianity, and some did. In 1290, Edward I decided to expel the remaining 3,000 Jews, who were so poor that they were ‘prowling about the city like dogs’. They were forced to walk to the coast and take boats to Europe. This was an early example of ETHNIC CLEANSING. Jews had lived and worked in England for over 200 years, but now they were REFUGEES. Many suffered terribly on the way to the continent. One sea captain dumped his passengers on a sandbank and left them to drown when the tide rose. Edward I made a handsome profit from the EXPULSION of the Jews. He seized their homes and gave them to his favourites. He took their money and spent it on his father’s tomb and windows in Westminster Abbey.
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Source 5 The expulsion of Jews from France in 1182, by a French artist in the 1320s, 20 years after a similar event in England.





England’s rulers had forced Jews to wear a piece of yellow cloth, made racist laws, organised state-sponsored massacres and, finally, expelled the Jews. A few stayed behind, hiding their identity, but apart from these, Jews would not return to England for more than 350 years.
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KEY QUESTION REVIEW





A  What was the impact of Jewish migrants in early medieval England?








    Look back at your notes and use them to answer the following question:


    Explain why the Norman authorities invited Jews to come and settle in England.









B  Why were England’s Jews expelled in 1290?








    You have collected reasons why people of different classes turned against the Jews in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries.







    a  Explain the religious reasons why Jews were attacked.


    b  Explain the political reasons why Jews were attacked.


    c  Explain the economic reasons why Jews were attacked.


    d  ‘The main reason for what happened to England’s Jews in the Middle Ages was economic.’ How far do you agree? Explain your answer.
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PRACTICE QUESTIONS





1  List four ways in which Jews were persecuted in the early Middle Ages. (4)



2  Explain how Norman England benefited from the Jewish presence. (8)



3  What was the significance of the ‘Blood Libel’? (14)



4  ‘Kings were mainly to blame for anti-Semitism in medieval England.’ How far do you agree with this statement? (24)
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TOPIC SUMMARY


Jews in the Middle Ages





1  The Catholic Church did not allow Christians to lend money and charge interest, so many Jews survived by becoming moneylenders. Sometimes it was the only occupation allowed for them.



2  William the Conqueror invited Jewish people to come and settle in England so that he could borrow money for projects such as castle-building.



3  The Church also borrowed from Jewish moneylenders to build churches and cathedrals.



4  Jews settled in many English towns. Some were moneylenders and some were wealthy. Many were not rich and had a wide range of occupations.



5  At first Jews were given special protection by the Crown. They were also heavily taxed, which meant that moneylenders had to charge high interest rates. This made many people resent them.



6  In the twelfth century, at the time of the Crusades, anti-Semitic feeling grew and was stirred up by the Church.



7  In Norwich in 1144 and again in 1255, Jews were falsely accused of the ritual murder of Christian boys.



8  From 1189 onwards, English Jews suffered massacres, attacks by the authorities and increasingly harsh laws. The Crown no longer protected them.



9  The king later banned Jews from moneylending. They were forced into poverty and criminalised.








10 In 1290, all Jews who refused to become Christian were forced to leave England. King Edward I seized all their property. A few Jews stayed secretly.
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1.3 England’s immigrants in the Middle Ages
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FOCUS


In the Introduction, you read about the wide range of foreign-born people living in medieval Bristol. In this topic, you will take a closer look at immigrants to England in the Middle Ages and look at the impact they had, especially economically. You will see how there was disagreement at the time over whether immigration was good or bad for the country.
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The big picture
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How did Britain’s relationship with the wider world affect immigration?
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Two factors driving immigration were war and trade. Irish migrants came because of conflict caused by English colonisation. Immigrants from Gascony and Brabant migrated as a result of the upheaval caused by the Hundred Years’ War between England and France. Flemish and Dutch weavers were encouraged to come by kings who wanted to change England’s trading relationship with the rest of Europe.
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Who came and why?
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Most were artisans and craftspeople who came in search of work – often welcomed by the authorities – but some were refugees from war. Wealthy merchants and bankers came to make money from trade and investment.
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What was their impact?
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Medieval immigrants – weavers and other craftspeople, as well as merchants and bankers – played a key role in England’s transition from an economy producing raw materials to a manufacturing economy. At times, English artisans felt that the arrival of immigrants from Europe threatened their jobs. This led to conflict between their guilds and some monarchs, and occasionally to violence.
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What were their experiences?


[image: ]





Immigrants were dispersed throughout the country, even in the smallest villages, and it appears that they usually settled in well. However, there was resentment from craft guilds, who felt that immigrants were a threat to employment, and this occasionally exploded into violence. Sometimes measures were taken against immigrants, including the ‘alien subsidy’ tax on all foreign-born residents.
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KEY QUESTIONS





A  How widespread were England’s immigrants in the later Middle Ages?








    Thanks to the England’s Immigrants project at the University of York, we know that immigrants were widely dispersed all over England. As you read this topic, create a list of evidence for the following:







    a  Immigrants came from many different places.


    b  Immigrants came from different social classes.


    c  Immigrants settled in many different parts of England.


    d  Immigrants had many different occupations.








B  How welcome were they?








    Look at the following statements. As you study the topic, look for evidence to support each opinion.







    a  Immigrants settled happily in towns and villages and were easily accepted.


    b  Anti-immigrant feeling was common and sometimes exploded into violence.








C  What was their impact on England?








    As you read this topic, make notes on the following impacts of immigration on medieval England. Include positive and negative impacts.







    a  The economic impact of immigration on life in England (hint: weaving skills, taxation, the Steelyard).


    b  The social impact of immigration (hint: first printers and opticians).


    c  The political impact of immigration (hint: tension between guilds and monarchs, riots).


    d  the impact of ideas – cultural and scientific – from overseas (Hint: Islamic medicine)
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Immigration in the Middle Ages


In the 1440s, about one in every 100 people in England was foreign-born. In London, it was about six people in every 100. As immigrants had been arriving for centuries, many English people were partly descended from migrants. They settled all over the country, from the biggest towns to the smallest villages. They included:





•  many Dutch and Flemish from Flanders and Brabant, bringing a wide range of crafts, escaping war and poverty



•  English and Welsh from other parts of the country, moving for work



•  Scottish and Irish – some as a result of wars



•  Jews from France, invited to come and lend money to kings and bishops
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