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Chapter One

Top Secret Files
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Crashing into the furniture, British Secret Agent Paul Carter grappled with Hauptmann Spiegel. But Spiegel managed to reach a switch on his desk and smack it with his palm.

Alarm bells rang throughout the building.

Paul summoned his strength, slammed Spiegel against the wall, sunk a clenched fist into the Hauptmann’s face and then renewed his grip around his neck. A twist, a snap and the burly Nazi went limp in Paul’s grasp. He let the body slide gently to the floor.

Paul lunged for the window and leaped out, grabbing hold of a metal rung on the fire escape’s ladder. He was three floors up with his legs pedalling in the air, his body swinging precariously. It was too high to jump from, but at any moment he might be spotted and shot. He gained a footing and began clambering down, until he could wait no longer.

Paul let go and dropped into the alley below. He landed, knees bent, and rolled just as he had when parachuting into France a month earlier. Scrambling to his feet, he sprinted along the narrow alleyway. As he approached the street he slowed down to avoid attracting to much attention.

Paul’s accomplice, Jacques Dupuis, was waiting across the street by a lamppost as agreed. He was reading a newspaper, trying not to look suspicious.

Jacques had heard the alarm and now saw Paul swiftly heading his way. He ought to have felt relieved that Paul got out alive, but he didn’t. All he felt was dread. It was the look of terror on Paul’s face. Paul’s work wasn’t over yet, either. The handover still needed to be deftly executed, a sleight of hand worthy of any great magician.
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