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Introduction



About Paper 3


Paper 3 Civil rights and race relations in the USA, 1850–2009 combines a depth study of emancipation and moves towards greater equality with a broader thematic study of changing perceptions of race relations, 1850–2009. Paper 3 tests you against two Assessment Objectives: AO1 and AO2:


AO1 tests your ability to:





•  organise and communicate your own knowledge



•  analyse and evaluate key features of the past



•  make supported judgements



•  deal with concepts of cause, consequence, change, continuity, similarity, difference and significance.





On Paper 1, AO1 tasks require you to write essays from your own knowledge.


AO2 tests your ability to:





•  analyse and evaluate source material from the past



•  explore the value of source material by considering its historical context.





On Paper 2, the AO2 task requires you to write an essay which analyses two sources which come from the period you have studied.


Paper 3 is worth 30 per cent of your A-level.


Structure


Paper 3 is structured around two themes and five key topics.


The exam is divided into three sections, which relate to different aspects of your course:






	
Aspect of the course 

	Exam






	
Topic 1: ‘Free at last’, 1865–77

Topic 2: The triumph of ‘Jim Crow’, 1883–c1900


Topic 3: The New Deal and race relations, 1933–41


Topic 4: ‘I have a dream’, 1954–68


Topic 5: Obama’s campaign for the presidency, 2004–09
 

	Section A (AO2) and Section B (AO1)






	
Theme 1: The changing geography of civil rights issues

Theme 2: Changing portrayal of civil rights issues in fiction and film
 

	Section C (AO1)







The exam


The Paper 3 exam lasts for 2 hours and 15 minutes, and is divided into three sections.


Section A and Section B test the depth of your historical knowledge of the five topics:


Section A requires you to answer one compulsory question concerning a single Source. You should spend 15 to 20 minutes reading the Source and planning your answer, and around 35 to 40 minutes writing the essay.


Section B requires you to write one essay from a choice of two. As this is a depth paper, questions can be set on single events. Section B essays usually tests your knowledge of a shorter period than Section C. You should spend 35 to 40 minutes on Section B.


Section C requires you to answer one question, from a choice of two. Questions in Section C will focus on the two themes. Questions will cover at least 100 years. Questions can focus on either themes, or may test knowledge of both themes. You should spend 35 to 40 minutes on Section C.


How to use this book


This book has been designed to help you to develop the knowledge and skills necessary to succeed in this exam. The book is divided into seven sections – one for each of the Aspects in Depth, and two for the Aspects in Breadth. Each section is made up of a series of topics organised into double-page spreads. On the left-hand page, you will find a summary of the key content you need to learn. Words in bold in the key content are defined in the Glossary. On the right-hand page, you will find exam-focused activities. Together, these two strands of the book will take you through the knowledge and skills essential for exam success.


There are three levels of exam focused activities.





•  Band 1 activities are designed to develop the foundational skills needed to pass the exam. [image: ]




•  Band 2 activities are designed to build on the skills developed in Band 1 activities and to help you achieve a C grade. [image: ]




•  Band 3 activities are designed to enable you to access the highest grades. [image: ]






Each section ends with an exam-style question and model high-level answer with commentary. This should give you guidance on what is required to achieve the top grades.





1 ‘Free at last’, 1865–77



Reasons for, and importance of, the 13th Amendment (1865)


Background


Although the American Declaration of Independence (1776) said ‘all men are created equal’, most white Americans had considered black Americans inferior from the time slaves were first imported into America in the seventeenth century. The American Constitution (1787) accepted the existence of slavery, which further confirmed black inequality. White Southerners considered slavery essential because slaves seemed the ideal solution to the problem of the labour-intensive plantation agriculture that dominated the South.


Over 90 per cent of black Americans lived in the South and white Southerners feared that if they were freed they might prove hostile, compete for paid work, and threaten white racial purity and white supremacy.


As there were no plantations in the North, the Northern economy did not depend upon slaves, so by the early nineteenth century slavery had been abolished in most Northern states.


Northern and Southern disagreements over the continued expansion of slavery led to the American Civil War (1861–65), in which President Abraham Lincoln’s Unionists (the North) eventually defeated the Confederates (the South).


During the Civil War, President Lincoln issued a preliminary Emancipation Proclamation (September 1862). It said:





•  slavery could continue in states that returned to the Union before January 1863



•  after that, all slaves in enemy territory conquered by Union armies would be free.





In January 1863, Lincoln proclaimed that the freedom of all slaves in enemy territory was now a Union war aim, ‘an act of justice’ as well as of ‘military necessity’.


Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation because:





•  Union commanders needed clarification on the status of the 500,000 refugee slaves in Northern army camps



•  the Union could use freed slaves and more slaves would be encouraged to flee and thereby weaken the Confederacy



•  it might halt British aid to the Confederacy.





Reasons for the 13th Amendment


Congress approved the 13th Amendment during 1864–65, and by December 1865, sufficient states had ratified it.


There were several reasons for the 13th Amendment:





•  Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation (January 1863) did not end slavery throughout the United States, so abolitionists campaigned for a constitutional amendment to end slavery, e.g. the Women’s National Loyal League’s petition for an amendment had 500,000 signatures.



•  Lincoln worried about the constitutional status of slavery, because the Constitution of 1787 recognised slavery and his Emancipation Proclamation was a war measure that might not be considered constitutional in peace time. A constitutional amendment was the most effective way to clarify the status of slavery.



•  Republicans felt that slavery had caused terrible conflict and might do so again if retained.



•  Many slaves had run away during the Civil War, so the restoration of slavery was impossible.



•  Many Northerners recognised the freed slaves’ contribution to the Union war effort and did not want to see them returned to slavery.
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Below is a sample exam-style question and a paragraph written in answer to this question. Why would this paragraph not get high praise? What is wrong with the focus of the answer in this paragraph?




How far do you agree that the Civil War was a war fought to end slavery?
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Before the Civil War, Lincoln said that although he did not want to see slavery spread westward, he did not seek to end slavery in the Southern states. In the years 1861–65, Lincoln’s Northern states fought the slave–owning states of the Confederacy. The victory of the North owed much to the military brilliance of General Ulysses S. Grant and to Lincoln’s political skills. In 1863, Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation. This was a war measure rather than any reflection of any great Northern opposition to slavery. After the North defeated the South, the North’s determination to end slavery was evident in the 13th Amendment (1865).
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[image: ] Support or challenge?      [image: ]


Below is a sample exam-style question which asks you to what extent you agree with a specific statement. Below that is a list of general statements which are relevant to the question. Using your own knowledge and the information on the opposite page, decide whether these statements support or challenge the statement in question.




How far do you agree that the main reason for the 13th Amendment was the abolitionists’ campaign?









	STATEMENT

	
SUPPORT 

	
CHALLENGE 






	Lincoln was worried about the constitutional status of slaves.

	 

	 






	The Women’s National Loyal League’s petition gained 500,000 signatures.

	 

	 






	Slaves had run away during the Civil War.

	 

	 






	Republicans blamed slavery for the Civil War.

	 

	 






	The National Convention of Colored Men’s meeting at Syracuse, New York, supported Lincoln for president and demanded black equality.
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The importance of the 13th Amendment (1865)


The 13th Amendment was extremely important in that it ended slavery, but also in that it did nothing to solve the problems of black economic, social and political inequality. Indeed, the 13th Amendment was important in that it generated acute social and political divisions.


The economic position of ex-slaves and the development of sharecropping


The 13th Amendment transformed the economy of the South. Without any slaves, plantation owners had to find workers and to pay them. Most freed slaves only knew how to farm, but they had no land. As a result, most freed slaves became sharecroppers (white landlords provided land and equipment, the sharecropper did the work, and both shared the crop profits). Sharecropping perpetuated black poverty and economic inequality. So, the 13th Amendment had ended slavery but had not solved the problem of black economic inequality.


Social tensions


The 13th Amendment generated social tensions. Southern whites were bitter at the loss of the war and resentful of freed blacks, particularly when they demanded greater equality. Much violence resulted when blacks demanded more rights and whites sought to maintain their racial supremacy, e.g. a Memphis mob killed over 40 black men in the race riots of the summer of 1866. So, the 13th Amendment had ended slavery, but had not solved the racial tensions that resulted from black freedom.


The need for a political settlement


The 13th Amendment and the freeing of the slaves raised the question of black political rights. White Southerners did not want blacks to be able to vote, but white Northerners were more sympathetic – especially Republicans, who knew that new black voters would vote Republican, the party of Abraham Lincoln. The 13th Amendment had helped create a great political problem.


President Andrew Johnson’s response


After Lincoln’s assassination (April 1865), Vice President Andrew Johnson became president. Johnson’s greatest problem was what to do with the defeated South. The South’s political, social and economic systems had been ruined and needed to be revived – this process is known as Reconstruction. Radical Republicans had been pleased with Johnson’s wartime declaration that Confederates merited harsh punishments. However, as president, Johnson sided with the old Confederate elite because:





•  he was a Southerner



•  he wanted to ensure Southern white loyalty to the United States



•  he believed in states’ rights



•  he considered black Americans inferior



•  he thought the restoration of the old Confederate elite would assure his own re-election.





Johnson introduced what became known as ‘Presidential Reconstruction’. He allowed any Southern state that accepted the end of slavery to return to the Union. Naturally, Southern whites reasserted their supremacy. One way in which they did this was through the introduction of ‘Black Codes’ that maintained black economic, social, political and legal inequality. Black Codes were designed to make it impossible for black Americans to





•  purchase or rent land



•  vote



•  obtain an education



•  receive meaningful protection from the law.
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Below is a sample exam-style question and a paragraph written in answer to this question. Read the paragraph and identify parts of the paragraph that are not directly relevant to the question. Draw a line through the information that is irrelevant and justify your deletions in the margin.




How accurate is it to say that President Johnson’s sympathy for the defeated white Southerners was unsurprising?
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In some ways, Johnson’s version of Reconstruction was a surprise. Radical Republicans had been impressed when the former slave-owner took a consistently tough wartime stance on the future of leading Confederates. In 1864, Johnson had said, ‘Traitors must be punished and impoverished’. However, there are many factors that explain the sympathy Johnson demonstrated to the defeated Confederate elite during 1865. He was a typical Southerner. He had been born into poverty in North Carolina and had had a successful career as a tailor. Johnson shared the typical Southern white belief in black inequality. As politician and president, he wanted to ensure Southern white loyalty to the United States and to him – he thought the restoration of the old elite would help ensure his re-election. In the 1865 elections, the newly elected Southern congressmen included the Vice President of the Confederacy, 58 Confederate congressmen, and four Confederate generals. Finally, he was a firm believer in states’ rights. For all these reasons, his sympathetic ‘Presidential Reconstruction’ was not surprising.
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[image: ] Complete the paragraph      [image: ]


Below is a sample question and a paragraph written in answer to this question.


The paragraph contains a point and specific examples, but lacks a concluding analytical link back to the question. Complete the paragraph, adding this link back to the question in the space provided.




How far do you agree with Frederick Douglass’s assertion that ‘The work does not end with the abolition of slavery, but only begins’?
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The abolition of slavery was essential if black Americans were to achieve equality. Without freedom of movement, slaves had lacked control over their own destiny. However, Douglass was right to suggest it was only a beginning, because freed slaves suffered economic, social and political inequality. They had no land and few marketable skills. Southern whites resented their defeat in the war and remained convinced of white supremacy. Former Confederates were also opposed to black Americans being given the vote. Overall, …


___________________________


___________________________


___________________________
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Radical Reconstruction 1867–77, part 1


President Johnson had hoped to restore the South to the Union before Congress met in December 1865. However, Northern Republicans in the new Congress opposed his ‘Presidential Reconstruction’ and were resentful that the newly elected Southern representatives included the Vice President of the Confederacy, 58 Confederate congressmen, and four Confederate generals. The Republican majority





•  refused to allow those members of the old Confederate elite to take their seats in the Congress



•  refused to recognise the new Southern state governments (these were also dominated by the old Confederate elite)



•  soon clashed with Johnson, e.g. over the 14th Amendment.





The 14th Amendment


The Republican-controlled Congress passed the 14th Amendment in 1866. The aim was to reinforce the 1866 Civil Rights Act. That Act and the 14th Amendment





•  struck down the Black Codes



•  guaranteed all citizens equality before the law



•  allowed federal government intervention if any states denied citizens their rights



•  banned most of the old Confederate elite from holding office.





However, the old Confederate states of the South refused to ratify the 14th Amendment.


By this time, Northerners were disgusted by a combination of





•  the Southern states’ rejection of the 14th Amendment



•  the summer 1866 race riots in Southern cities, e.g. Memphis, New Orleans



•  the growth of violent white supremacist organisations, e.g. the Ku Klux Klan (see page 14).





As a result, the Republican-dominated Congress decided to impose Congressional Reconstruction (aka ‘Radical Reconstruction’ or ‘Black Reconstruction’) on the South. This imposition was to be done through the provisions of the Military Reconstruction Act (1867).


The impact of military rule in the South


The Military Reconstruction Act had three main provisions:





1  It removed the old white Confederate elite from the US Congress and from state governments.



2  It said the Southern states could only return to the Union if they




•  adopted constitutions that allowed black voting



•  ratified the 14th Amendment



•  forbade office-holding by former Confederate office holders.








3  It imposed government by military commanders upon the former Confederate states.





Military rule provoked different viewpoints. White Southerners and President Johnson considered it disastrous. They believed that the black population was given too much power under the military commanders. Black Southerners found military rule beneficial. It enabled them to vote and occupy public office, although it did not solve all the problems of inequality – especially economic inequality.


The 15th Amendment


Republicans (including Ulysses S. Grant, president in 1869–77) were keen to ensure that their party received the black vote in the South, so they promoted the 15th Amendment. The 15th Amendment said black Americans should have the vote, although it did not guarantee or safeguard that right. Black Americans in the South invariably voted Republican, because





•  a Republican president had issued the Emancipation Proclamation



•  a Republican-dominated Congress had supported the 14th and 15th Amendments and introduced the Military Reconstruction Act.





The 15th Amendment was ratified in 1870.
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The following source relates to Radical Republican support for Congressional Reconstruction. Having read the material on the 14th and 15th Amendments, write an exam style question using the source. Remember, the question must focus on two enquiries.




Assess the value of the source for revealing


___________________________


and


___________________________


Explain your answer, using the source, the information given about its origin, and your own knowledge about the historical context.
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SOURCE 1


From a speech in support of Congressional/Radical Reconstruction by Radical Republican leader Thaddeus Stevens in Congress, 3 January 1867.


Since the surrender of the armies of the Confederate States of America a little has been done toward establishing this Government upon the true principles of liberty and justice; and but a little if we stop here. We have broken the material shackles of four million slaves. We have unchained them from the stake so as to allow them locomotion, provided they do not walk in paths which are trod by white men. We have allowed them the unwonted privilege of attending church, if they can do so without offending the sight of their former masters. We have even given them that highest and most agreeable evidence of liberty as defined by the ‘great plebeian’ the ‘right to work’. But in what have we enlarged their liberty of thought? In what have we taught them the science and granted them the privilege of self-government? We have imposed upon them the privilege of fighting battles, of dying in defence of freedom, and of bearing their equal portion of taxes, but where have we given them the privilege of ever participating in the formation of the laws for the government of their native land? By what civil weapon have we enabled them to defend themselves against oppression and injustice? Call you this liberty? Call you this a free Republic where four millions are subjects but not citizens? … Twenty years ago … twenty million white men enchained four million black men. I pronounce it no nearer to a true Republic now when twenty-five million of a privileged class exclude five million from all participation in the rights of government …


No Government can be free that does not allow all its citizens to participate in the formation and execution of her laws … Every man, no matter what his race or colour; every earthly being who has an immortal soul, has an equal right to justice, honesty, and fair play with every other man; and the law should secure those rights. The same law which condemns or acquits an African should condemn or acquit a white man … This doctrine does not mean that a negro shall sit on the same seat or eat at the same table as a white man.
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Radical Reconstruction, 1867–77, part 2



The significance of the presence of black representation in federal and state legislatures


When black Southerners were given the vote, it enabled them to vote for candidates sympathetic for their needs – and particularly for black candidates. During Reconstruction, 700,000 black males were registered to vote in the South. They outnumbered the 600,000 white males (many old Confederates were disfranchised). These new black voters usually voted Republican.


Large-scale black voting had both positive and negative significance.


Positives





•  Many black Americans were elected to federal and state offices in the South. This was a revolutionary advance.



•  Between 1869 and 1877, 16 black congressmen and two black senators were elected to the US Congress, over 700 black males served in state legislatures and around 1,000 were elected to local posts such as sheriff.



•  Black legislators naturally contributed to the passage of laws that helped black Americans, e.g. by increasing expenditure on education and requiring equal access to public facilities such as transportation.



•  The opportunity to participate in the political process increased black confidence, political awareness and organisational skills.





Negatives





•  The proportion of black officials was way below the proportion of Southerners who were black.



•  Despite the large number of elected black Republicans, white Republicans dominated state politics in the South.



•  No black state governor was elected.



•  No Southern state Senate had a black majority and only South Carolina (65 per cent black) had a black majority in the lower house.



•  One of the two black US senators, Charles Caldwell of Mississippi, was assassinated by whites.





Some early twentieth-century historians suggested that what they called ‘Black Reconstruction’ was a period of political domination by illiterate and corrupt black representatives. However, black representatives were neither worse nor better than their white contemporaries. Furthermore, while black representation constituted a political revolution, black Americans never dominated Southern politics because:





•  they lacked education, organisation and experience



•  they were accustomed to white leadership and domination



•  they were in the minority everywhere apart from South Carolina and Mississippi



•  the black community was divided (free-born blacks looked down upon ex-slaves)



•  the Republican Party was sure of the black vote and favoured white candidates, because they would attract more white votes



•  most white Republicans considered black people less competent than whites



•  Southern black leaders were usually moderates with no desire to exclude whites from office.





The Civil Rights Act (1875)


In this Act, the Republican-controlled Congress aimed to prevent discrimination in public places such as railroads, hotels and theatres (but not schools). However, the Act was unsuccessful because





•  it had been passed by the outgoing Congress, and the new Democrat-influenced Congress was not interested in monitoring legislation that helped the Southern black population



•  the burden of enforcement was placed upon black litigants, and litigation was too expensive for most of them



•  in 1883, the Supreme Court ruled it unconstitutional on the grounds that civil rights issues were the responsibility of each individual state.
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[image: ] Simple essay style      [image: ]


Below is a sample exam-style question. Use your own knowledge and the information on the opposite page to produce a plan for this question. Choose four general points, and provide three pieces of specific information to support each general point. Once you have planned your essay, write the introduction and conclusion for the essay. The introduction should list the points to be discussed in the essay. The conclusion should summarise the key points and justify which point was the most important.




How accurate is it to say that Congressional Reconstruction gave black Americans political equality in the South?
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[image: ] Spectrum of importance


Below is a sample exam-style question and a list of general points which could be used to answer that question. Use your own knowledge and the information on the opposite page to reach a judgement about the importance of these general points to the question posed.


Write numbers on the spectrum below the list to indicate their relative importance. Having done this, write a brief justification of your placement, explaining why some of these factors are more important than others. The resulting diagram could form the basis of an essay plan.




How far were black Republicans responsible for white Republican domination of Southern politics during Congressional Reconstruction?








1  Black familiarity with white leadership and domination.



2  Black community divisions.



3  Black education, organisation and experience.



4  Black legislators’ competence.



5  Black voters.



6  White voters in the South.
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The Backlash, part 1


After the Civil War, many white Southerners





•  perceived freed black males as dangerous



•  continued to believe in black inferiority



•  thought the black population intellectually unfit to vote



•  felt victimised by Congressional Reconstruction.





These beliefs led Southern whites to adopt violent methods in order to retain control.


The Ku Klux Klan


In 1866, armed white supremacist groups sprang up in most of the old Confederacy. The most famous was Confederate General Nathan Bedford Forrest’s Ku Klux Klan. Forrest estimated that the group had around 500,000 members across the South by 1871.


The Ku Klux Klan targeted black officials, schools and churches because Klansmen recognised that office-holding, education and membership of an organisation empowered freed slaves. In Mississippi, the Klan destroyed 25 black schools and murdered 50 black teachers after a Mississippi state law promoted black education in 1870.


Republican-controlled state governments in the South legislated against the Ku Klux Klan but enforcement proved difficult because





•  Southern Democrats sympathised with the Ku Klux Klan



•  it was difficult to convict Klansmen, because they provided alibis for each other and were frequently jury members.





Southern Republican state governors appealed to the US Congress for assistance. Congress responded with the passage of three Enforcement Acts (the Force Acts) in 1870–71. These acts protected the black American right to





•  vote



•  hold office



•  serve on juries



•  have equal protection under the law.





The third of the Acts (the Ku Klux Klan Act) gave President Grant the legal and military power to crush the Klan. This ended most of the Klan violence, but others such as the White League continued to use violence and intimidation.


The White League


The first White League was established in Louisiana after a disputed election led a black militia to hold the town of Colfax for a fortnight. Over 100 black Americans were killed in the ‘Colfax Massacre’ of 1873. The democratically elected government of Louisiana was a Republican regime elected primarily by black voters and protected by federal forces and black militias. However, a government elected by whites and supported by the White League dominated the countryside. In 1874, the Republicans threw out the voting results from many Democrat areas, which led the White League to assassinate several Republican officials and President Grant reluctantly to send in federal troops to help keep the corrupt Republican government in power in Louisiana.


White Leagues soon sprang up in other Southern states. Their declared aim was to maintain public order but in reality they sought to overthrow Republican governments and exclude blacks from public life.
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Below is a sample exam-style question and a paragraph written in answer to this question.


The paragraph contains a point and specific examples, but lacks a concluding analytical link back to the question. Complete the paragraph by adding this link back to the question in the space provided.




How significant was the Ku Klux Klan in the years 1865–77?
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