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CHAPTER 1



Beat the Heat


Ladies and gentlemen, thrill seekers from all over the globe and parts of lowa… step right up and brave the most terrifying water ride this side of a broken fire hydrant. You’ll plummet down steep drops, hit speeds guaranteed to make you hurl, and land face-first into a churning pool of frothy water and oily suntan lotion residue.
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Hold on to your swim trunks!
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The water is rougher than expected! Notice the way it winds wildly around the craggy curves and through the rocky crevices.
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Wait a minute! Those are just rivers of sweat running down Grampa’s wrinkly forehead. You see, a horrible heat wave had hit Gingham County and it had forced Grampa to sit around in his underwear all day—actually, he does that anyway.
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It was so hot that Gramma had to cool off Paco the goldfish’s bowl with ice cubes.
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Merle was forced to eat fish-flavored ice cream instead of his usual Kitty Kutlets cat food.
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Jubal and I tried to play in the sprinkler, but all that came out was hot steam.
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“This is hopeless,” I said.


“Oh well,” said Jubal. “At least I can use this opportunity to steam some veggies.”


“I give up,” said Grampa. “The AC’s not workin’, it’s a hundred and three degrees in the shade, and my butt’s stuck to the chair. It’s so hot, the jalapeños are complaining! I think I’m just gonna melt into a big puddle of goo right here.”


“Oooh!” said Gramma. “Then I’d better go get the mop.”


[image: image]





CHAPTER 2



Emergency Blues Flash!


The news wasn’t getting any better.
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“Hi, folks! This is Blue Norther coming to you live in leopard print bikini briefs. Why, you ask? Cuz it’s hotter than habanero horseradish, that’s why. Officials say there’s a shortage of drinking water, and local 7-Elevens say they’re desperately low on blue raspberry Slurpees. Have a wonderful day!”


Then our prayers were answered. We saw an amazing, tantalizing, exhilarating commercial for Gingham County’s best water park, Castle Waterhösen.
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