
[image: cover]







[image: images]




www.hachettechildrens.co.uk



 

 

For the marvellous Celia



[image: images]




Special thanks to Valerie Wilding




 


[image: images]






[image: images]






[image: images]






[image: images]






 

 

 


[image: images]



An Enchanted Valley lies a twinkle away,

Where beautiful unicorns live, laugh and play.

You can visit the mermaids, or go for a ride,

So much fun to be had, but dangers can hide!

Your friends need your help – this is how you know:

A keyring lights up with a magical glow.

Whirled off like a dream, you won’t want to leave.

Friendship forever, when you truly believe.
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Chapter One

A Mean Girl

Emily Turner knelt in the sand and picked up her yellow spade. “Oh, I do like to be beside the seaside,” she sang.

“Me, too,” said her best friend, Aisha Khan, as she turned her bucket upside down.

The girls and their parents had all come to spend a day by the sea. They had hired a beach hut, and Mr Khan was busy preparing a delicious picnic. People all around were having fun paddling, playing games or whizzing frisbees to each other.

Emily and Aisha were building an enormous sand palace.

Mrs Turner strolled down to take a look. “That’s amazing!” she said.

“Thanks, Mum!” said Emily. “We’re going to make it even better. Just wait and see!”

“It looks magical,” her mum said. “What imagination you girls have!”
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Aisha and Emily shared a smile. They couldn’t tell Mrs Turner they were building a copy of a real palace – Queen Aurora’s palace!

Aisha and Emily shared a wonderful secret. There was a beautiful place called Enchanted Valley which they often visited, using magic! The girls had enjoyed so many adventures there. They’d made friends with dragons, elves, mermaids and lots of other fantastic creatures. But their very special friends were the unicorns, including Queen Aurora, who ruled over Enchanted Valley.

“I’ll let you know when the food’s ready,” Emily’s mum said. She bent to rub sun lotion into each of their noses, and then went back to the beach hut.

The girls upended their buckets to create two towers. “Let’s do the turrets,” said Aisha. These were tricky. Aurora’s palace had golden turrets that twisted like unicorn horns! They shaped the damp sand with their hands.

When they were finished, Emily and Aisha sat back and looked proudly at the sand palace.

Just then, a girl with pretty dark curls ran over. Emily looked up and smiled.

“Hello,” said Aisha.

The girl didn’t reply. Instead, she glared at their sand sculpture. She took a step back, and another – then she took a running jump straight into the middle of the sand palace. The towers and turrets collapsed. Then she laughed.

The girls stared in shock.

Emily leaped to her feet. “What did you do that for?” she cried.

“We worked really hard on that!” said Aisha. She felt so cross and upset.

The girl laughed again. “Who cares?” she said. “It was a rubbish sandcastle.” The girl flicked sprays of sand over the ruins with her toes. Then she strolled away, laughing.
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Aisha stared after her, open-mouthed. “You’re mean and nasty!” she shouted.

Emily was so tearful she couldn’t speak. She fished in her shorts pocket for a tissue, but her eye was caught by a soft glow coming from inside.

“Aisha, look!” she said.

The crystal unicorn keyring in her pocket was glowing!

Aisha quickly checked her own jumpsuit pocket. Her keyring was glowing too!

The keyrings were gifts from Queen Aurora. When they glowed, the girls knew she was calling them back to Enchanted Valley.

Aisha’s eyes shone. “This means a new adventure!” she cried, but Emily raised a finger to her lips. The mean girl was still nearby, laughing at them. It wouldn’t do to let her hear about their secret!

“Come on, Aisha,” Emily said loudly, so the girl could hear. “Let’s get an ice cream.”

“Great idea,” said Aisha. They told their parents where they were going then walked over to the ice cream van.

Instead of joining the queue, the girls ducked out of sight behind the van. They were off to Enchanted Valley! No time passed in the real world while they were there, so no one would know they were gone.

When Emily held her keyring out towards Aisha’s, it felt as if powerful magnets were pulling them together. The unicorns’ horns touched, and brilliantly coloured sparkles seemed to explode into the air. The sparkles whirled and swirled, and the beach disappeared from view. Then the girls felt their feet lift off the ground. They clutched each other in excitement.
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Firebright’s special
healing magic looks after
the inside of the body -
everything from a cold
to a tummy ache.

Twinkleshade’s healing
crystal has the power to
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and help everyone
feel calm.
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Ripplestripe uses
her amazing magic
to heal the heart.
She helps to mend
friendships after
arguments.
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