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1 Investigating the twentieth century




Hiroshima


This series starts each book by studying an event which the author team thinks defines the age – the event which says most about what the period was like and best gives us a sense of the period. For this book, we have chosen the dropping of the atomic bomb on Hiroshima; pages 2–3 will give you a chance to consider what it tells us about the times. 


The British scientist Ernest Rutherford had first ‘split the atom’ in 1917, although he thought that hopes that this might produce large amounts of energy were ‘moonshine’.


He was wrong, of course, and during the Second World War the famous scientist Albert Einstein wrote to President Roosevelt of the USA warning him that the Nazis in Germany were trying to make an atomic bomb of immense destructive power. In 1942, the Manhattan Project – a research team assembled under US physicist Robert Oppenheimer – was set up and tasked to make an atomic bomb. On 16 July 1945 it successfully conducted a test explosion in the desert of Alamogordo, New Mexico.


At 8:15 a.m. on 6 August 1945, the American B29 bomber Enola Gay dropped the first atomic bomb (nicknamed ‘Little Boy’) on the Japanese town of Hiroshima. On 9 August the Americans dropped a second bomb (‘Fat Man’) on Nagasaki. 


A
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▲ The Children’s Peace Monument in Hiroshima. 






B




A description of the human effects of the atomic bomb
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▲ A telegram sent 30 August 1945 by Fritz Bilfinger of the International Red Cross. 









In the shadow of Hiroshima…


The atomic bomb changed history forever. 


The immediate effect was that Japan (which had been promising to fight to the death) surrendered, ending the Second World War. Later, the horrific effects of radiation poisoning became evident among the survivors.


In international politics, the bomb drove a permanent wedge of enmity between the USA and its superpower ally, the USSR (Russia). After 1949, when the USSR had also developed an atomic bomb, the world was thrown into a ‘Cold War’, in which the two rival superpowers had enough nuclear weapons to destroy every living thing on earth many times over. 


C
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▲ Until the USSR collapsed in 1991, humanity lived in fear of a ‘nuclear armageddon’, and there were many ‘Ban the Bomb’ marches in the 1950s and 1960s. 








Activity



	1  Discuss whether, and how, Hiroshima cast ‘a shadow’ on the world.



	2  Working in a group of two or three, study the information on pages 2–3. Select what for you are the THREE most significant facts. For each, explain what it tells us about life in the twentieth century. Coming together as a class, compare the facts you selected and discuss: ‘What does Hiroshima tell us about the twentieth century?’ 









D




[image: image]

▲ The Genbaku Dome of the Hiroshima Products Exhibition Hall (above) was just about the only building in Hiroshima to survive the blast, because it was directly underneath the explosion.








The Hiroshima bomb exploded with the force of 20,000 tonnes of TNT. 




	●  The mushroom cloud rose 15,000 metres into the air. 



	●  The blast swept outwards at 500 miles per hour, flattening almost everything in a two-mile radius. 



	●  The temperature in the centre of the explosion reached 300,000°C (fifty times hotter than the surface of the sun). People were vaporised, leaving nothing but their shadow. 



	●  The Americans estimated that, of a population in Hiroshima of a quarter of a million, the bomb killed 66,000 and injured 69,000. 



	●  ‘Now, I am become Death, the destroyer of worlds’, commented Robert Oppenheimer.



	●  ‘We had adopted the moral standards of the barbarians in the dark ages,’ complained US Chief of Staff Admiral Leahy.










Welcome to the twentieth century


Earlier in your course you studied a period usually called ‘the Middle Ages’, and then a period which many people term ‘the Early Modern Era’. Later, you studied the years 1745–1901, a time which is often called the ‘Industrial Revolution’. In this book, you are going to form an opinion about the twentieth century.


When, in 1930, the British historians W.C. Sellars and R.J. Yeatman wrote their comedy history 1066 And All That, their final chapter – entitled ‘A Bad Thing’ – was very short. It said simply that, after the First World War: 


AMERICA was thus clearly top nation, and History came to a .


Of course, History did not come to a full stop in 1918, but it is true that Britain’s dominance in the world did come to an end. In this respect Section 10 (about the end of the British Empire) sets the tone for the book. You will study certain events in Britain, but most of this book is about the world beyond Britain.


So what was the twentieth century like? In a century of two world wars, it is hard to disagree with the French writer Albert Camus, who called it ‘an age of murder’. 


Given the horrors of the Holocaust (see Section 5), and the anxieties of nuclear annihilation during the Cold War, some authors have gone even further, calling the period the ‘century of genocide’ and even ‘the age of extinction’. 


Much of the conflict during the century was caused by vicious political ideologies. For that reason, the socialist historian Eric Hobsbawm called the twentieth century ‘the age of extremes’.




Activity



	
1  Where on the timeline would you mark:



	a)  The Norman Conquest 



	b)  The execution of Charles I 



	c)  The Great Exhibition



	d)  Hiroshima?








	2  Comparing your life to that of the people in the nineteenth century, what is your initial feeling – was the twentieth century an age of progress? 
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An Age of Progress?


But was everything bad? You have in your pocket a mobile phone with computing power as great as the computers which put a man on the moon, and access to knowledge more extensive than the largest Victorian library. So, when you study Section 6 on everyday life, you will see that the same technologies which murdered millions also led to improvements in living standards and human rights way beyond anything the world had ever seen. For this reason, the century has been called ‘the age of information’, but also ‘the age of equality’, ‘the century of women’ and even ‘the century of leisure’.


In 2008, the American historian Walter G. Moss wrote An Age of Progress? He looked at the century’s economic and technological miracles, and listed its disasters of war, politics and culture. His conclusion was that wisdom and morality had failed to keep pace with technological change. What is the point of a television, he asked, which could make truth and wisdom available to the masses … when all it does is offer whiter teeth and fresher breath?


As you study this book, you will want to keep the title of Moss’s book – with its question mark – in mind. Was the twentieth century An Age of Progress? 


Does the timeline show all of British history?


No! People have been living in Britain for many centuries.
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This photograph shows ancient fields grouped around the site of a Celtic roundhouse (dating from about 400 BC) at Bosigran Farm in Cornwall. The present-day farm (top-left in photo) dates from the Middle Ages, but can you suggest where the Celtic roundhouse was situated (at the hub of the field system)?


Work out how far off the edge of page 4 this site would come on the timeline. 
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Meet the people of the twentieth century


The people of the Middle Ages divided themselves into people who fought, prayed, and worked. The Early Modern Era ranked people by their status. The Victorians classed people as upper, middle or lower class. 


Modern sociologists still identify social classes in British society, but group people into seven classes. These range from the ‘elite’ at the top (6 per cent of the population, with money, a ‘cultured’ lifestyle and ‘important’ friends) down to a deprived ‘precariat’ at the bottom (15 per cent of the population). Other scholars, however, say that abstract ideas of ‘class’ are meaningless in our multicultural, internet world, and have identified the twentieth century as ‘the age of individualism’.


The twentieth century saw the rise of social subgroups. Here are some of the more remarkable: 
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Activity



	1  From the descriptions, can you work out which people in the illustrations come from each sub-culture? Match the description to the letter above the illustrations.



	2  Mark the different subcultures on a timeline; what do you notice?



	3  Discuss as a class: how has the internet affected society? 










A cataclysmic century


What do you know about the twentieth century? Below are some of the headline events: 
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Activity


Working as a whole class:




	1  Have you heard of any of the headline events on pages 8–9? (Don’t worry if you have not.)



	2  List together any other things you think you know about the twentieth century. 










Studying the twentieth century


When historians study early history – for example, prehistoric times – the problem is, usually, lack of evidence. When you study the twentieth century, the problem is exactly the opposite! You are overwhelmed with facts and events, and the difficulty is knowing which facts to ignore.


When we came to write this textbook we knew that it would be impossible to tell you everything about everything – there aren’t enough lessons in the twenty-first century! So we were forced to select – to choose for you a pathway through the data – so that you would end up with a broad knowledge about the century, but also with enough knowledge-in-depth to allow you to form a meaningful ‘sense of period’.


The sections in this book, therefore, not only represent the dozen topics we regard as ‘essential knowledge’, they represent an overview of the different ‘areas’ of History – political, social and economic – across the century.


For the book itself, we have chosen to present the materials in three ‘themes’ (see the contents list at the start of the book).




An Age of Warfare


Most wars at the end of the nineteenth century were colonial wars. By the end of the century, there had been no major war for almost a century and, in 1864, the ‘Geneva Convention’ had been agreed, which defined the ‘rules of war’.


The two ‘total wars’ of the twentieth century, therefore, shocked and changed the world. There was a war somewhere in the world every single year of the twentieth century, and some commentators have estimated that the number of deaths from war and internal conflicts was as high as 200 million.







Britain


In 1928, Britain finally became a full ‘democracy’ and, politically, the rest of the century became about how that democracy should work – and for whom.


For ordinary people in Britain, the century was one of medical miracles and increasing comfort – of a ‘Welfare State’, which after 1948 looked after its people ‘from the cradle to the grave’. After the 1960s, the lives of people in Britain were revolutionised by developments in technology, and by social and cultural changes.







The Post-War World


After 1945, Britain found itself struggling to survive as a major power in a world of industrial decline and high-tech globalisation. Meanwhile, the world was gripped by a ‘Cold War’ between the two superpowers (the USA and the USSR). People lived in fear of a nuclear armageddon should the ‘Cold War’ ever descend into real war. 


The relief that people felt when the USSR collapsed as a state in 1991, however, was short-lived, as they realised that a new threat – that of radicalised terrorism – had emerged.







Activity


Look at events A–K on the timeline on pages 8–9. Which events would you place in each of the following categories: 



	❚  ‘An Age of Warfare’



	❚  ‘Britain’



	❚  ‘The Post-War World’?




















2 How would you have marked the 100th anniversary of the First World War?



In early August 1914 two sides quickly formed and the First World War began: the Central Powers (Germany, Austria-Hungary and Italy, later to be joined by the Ottoman Empire) versus the Allies (Britain, France and Russia, later to be joined by the USA). Despite hopes that war would be over by Christmas, it would take four years and the deaths of 10 million people before the Allies finally claimed victory over the Central Powers on the eleventh minute of the eleventh hour of the eleventh month of 1918.


One hundred years later in November 2014, 888,246 ceramic poppies were ‘planted’ outside the Tower of London, one for each of the British and colonial soldiers who died in the First World War (1914–18). This section will focus on why this horrific war happened, what happened during the four years of fighting and its lasting impact. Your challenge at the end of this section, on page 27, will be to consider how you would have marked the 100th anniversary – do you think these poppies were a good idea?


A
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▲ The Tower of London poppy memorial, 2014. Do you think this was a fitting memorial?






Stepped Enquiry



Which historian’s argument about the causes of the First World War do you agree with most? 


The causes of the First World War are very complex. They have been argued over by historians in the century that has followed and will continue to be debated. On pages 11–19 we will look at three of these historians and your task is to decide which you agree with the most.




Enquiry Step 1: First evidence – asking questions



	1  Read through the quotes on the right. Summarise each historian’s argument into fewer than ten words.



	2  In pairs think about any questions you might want to ask each historian.









Max Hastings: 


No one nation deserves all responsibility for the outbreak of war, but Germany seems to me to deserve most.


Gerhard Hirschfeld:


The actual decision to go to war … resulted from a fatal mixture of political misjudgement, fear of loss of prestige and stubborn commitments on all sides of a very complicated system of military and political alliances of European states.


Richard Evans: 


Serbia bore the greatest responsibility for the outbreak of WW1. Serbian nationalism and expansionism were profoundly disruptive forces and Serbian backing for the Black Hand terrorists was extraordinarily irresponsible.*


* See page 139 



Was Max Hastings right to blame Germany for the First World War?


When assigning blame for an event in history, to say that one country or person deserves responsibility is a big statement. But Max Hastings firmly argues Germany was the main culprit, a view that was shared by the Allies after the war. The satirical cartoon below brilliantly summarises their argument.




Think


Look at Cartoon B. In what ways does the cartoonist try to influence you to believe that Germany was to blame?





B
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▲ A British cartoon of Kaiser Wilhelm II (leader of Germany) taking a bath.








Enquiry Step 2: Suggesting an answer 


The cartoon above is very simplistic and one sided. As good historians we need to look at more evidence to try to prove or disprove an argument. This will help us begin to decide whether Max Hastings’ argument is convincing. 



	1  Read the evidence on page 13. Copy the table and complete one row for each piece of evidence. An example has been done for you.






















	

Evidence




	

How did this make war more likely?




	

To what extent was this Germany’s fault?









	

Evidence 1: Triple Alliance




	

It meant more countries would be involved.




	

At most it was only a third Germany’s fault as other countries were involved too.













	
2  When you have completed your table, discuss your results and decide: 



	a)  How far do you agree with Max Hastings’ argument? 



	b)  Is this evidence sufficient to make a judgement? 
















Evidence 1: Triple Alliance


In 1882 Germany formed an alliance with Austria-Hungary and Italy. All three countries agreed to support each other if they were attacked. The Germans were worried about the French, who they had defeated in 1871, and wanted to protect themselves against retaliation.







Evidence 2: Kaiser Wilhelm II and Germany


Wilhelm II became ruler of Germany in 1888. Germany was a relatively new country, having only been formed in 1871 and Wilhelm was keen for it to show its power. He wanted to build Germany’s empire, saying Germans wanted ‘our place in the sun’. He was prone to irrational outbursts and in an interview to the Daily Telegraph newspaper said ‘You English are mad, mad, mad as March hares’.







Evidence 3: Naval arms race


The British had the largest navy in the world at the end of the nineteenth century. The Germans realised that to get power they needed to compete, so began building up their own navy. In response to this the British designed a new ship, the Dreadnought, launched in 1906, which used the latest and greatest technology. Germany copied and built their own. By 1914 Britain had 29 and Germany had 17.


C
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▲ A Dreadnought battleship in 1907.











Evidence 4: Schlieffen Plan


In 1905 General Schlieffen, one of Germany’s top military advisers, prepared a plan to attack France through Belgium in case a war began.







Evidence 5: First Moroccan Crisis 


In 1905 Morocco was ruled by the French. However, some Moroccans were arguing for their independence. In March, Kaiser Wilhelm II landed in Morocco and rode a white horse into the capital Tangiers to support their cause. This deeply angered the French, but at a peace conference that followed they had to agree to lessen their control and make the Moroccan police independent. 







Evidence 6: Second Moroccan Crisis


In 1911 a rebellion broke out in Morocco. The French sent troops to crush it. The Germans reacted by sending the Panther, their biggest navy ship, to Morocco to protect German trade interests. The French were concerned that the Germans were trying to support the rebellion and take control. The British had to intervene to stop all-out war.







Evidence 7: Blank cheque to Austria


In 1914, when trouble broke out in Sarajevo (read page 17), what should have been a local crisis that could have been dealt with by the Austro-Hungarians escalated as the Germans wrote a ‘blank cheque’, meaning they would help in any way they wished at whatever cost. 





Stepped Enquiry



Should we actually blame all of Europe for war in 1914?


So far you may agree with Max Hastings that Germany was mostly to blame for the war in 1914, but there is a lot of evidence that you have not yet seen. As you found out on page 11, Gerhard Hirschfeld, a German historian, says that the war happened because of ‘stubborn commitments on all sides of a very complicated system’. In this chapter we will develop our answer by looking at Hirschfeld’s argument to see if we should actually blame all of Europe for the outbreak of war.




Enquiry Step 3a: Developing your answer 



	
1  Below is a cartoon that appeared as a postcard in Germany in 1914. Locate the following countries and write down some words about what this German artist was suggesting about each country:


	a)  United Kingdom



	b)  France



	c)  Russia



	d)  Austria-Hungary



	e) Germany



	f)  Ottoman Empire (modern-day Turkey)








	2  Overall, what is the artist suggesting about Europe in 1914? Why might this lead to war?









D
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▲ A German postcard featuring a satirical map of Europe in 1914. 




As the postcard above suggests, pre-war Europe was full of countries jostling for power. On page 15 you will find out about the six most powerful countries at the time. As you read the details, consider why they increased the likelihood of war. 
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Enquiry Step 3b: Developing your answer 


Read through the cards above.




	1  Order the countries according to how powerful they were in 1914 (1 being the most powerful and 10 the least). Underneath, write a paragraph about why you have put them in this order.



	2  Discuss with a partner how this situation might make war more likely. Share your answers with your class. 









Stepped Enquiry




New evidence


As you found out on page 13, the Germans, Austro-Hungarians and Italians formed an alliance in 1882. In retaliation the British, French and Russians* formed their own alliance, the Triple Entente, in 1907. Europe now had two very large, competing groups who would be prepared to support each other in a war.


* The Russians also agreed to support many other smaller ‘Slav’ countries in the Balkans, including Serbia. This would be crucial later on!
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fascist ‘National Front” movement, and racist aftacks. onthe south coost.

racism.

Flappers were young
‘women who broke
free of society's rules
after the first World
War. They abandoned
long skirts and corsefs
in favour ofshort skirts
and bobbed hair.

They smoked, drank,
used make-up, played
sport, and danced the
Charleston valdly in
jozz clubs.

Goth subculture grew up.
in the 1980s. Golhs dress
in elaborate Victorian-
sty clothes, mainly in
black and véhite, with
black make-up and
religious ewellery. Some:
goths obsess about
death, darkness,
vampires and the
supernatural

Vi ovhd  harle 970 Trits i i Yupples. nthe ot 19805 and 1990, whil many
tipped jeans and jackefs, safely pins and young peaple e rapped n unemployment
multple piercings. A punk frademark ios their oo porsfporma op ol ot
brighily-coloured, spiked Mohawk' hairstyle. professiona’gained wellpaid obs. They were
They fried fo shock - ‘pogo-ing’vidly o 4 ‘cool Bifannia’ and openly flaunted their wealth
= Y B - astereolype mocked by comedian Harry
Enfield's character Loadsamoney.

Unti 1967, homosexuality was a criminal offence,
‘and gay people were often derided and despised -
‘even Home Secretary Lord Jenkins, who proposed
the lav fo legalise homosexualty, called it a
“disabilty. In 1972, the first Gay Pride rally was
organised n London. Gradually, as afffudes
modenised, gay people felt more able fo be open
abou their sexualty.

Ramblers. In the 19305, many people believed
in healthy living, went walking and cycing, and
stayed n YHA hostels. In 1932, hundreds of
‘walkers ook partin a mass-frespass at Kinder
‘Scout, amountain i the Peck Distict, and the-
Ramblers Association vos formed in 1935.
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The Suffragetees: In Britain
1903-4, the ‘Suffragettes’ used
terrorist tactics to try to force
Parliament to give women the

vote.

Cable Street, Britain 1936:
Jewish people, communists and
anti-fascists fought a street batde
to try to prevena fascist march
in the East End of London.

Second World War 1939-45: A
ruly global conflict, in which
perhaps 60 million people died.
The consequences were immense,
including the Holocaust, the
division of Germany, the Cold
War and Bricain's Welfare State.

The British Empire gradually
gave independence to all but a
few of its colonies afcer 1947,

The Miners’ Strike Britain
1984-85: The miners fought —
and lost — an industrial dispute
with the government.

9/11: After the formation of
al-Qaedain 1990, extremist
Islamist beliefs and terrorism
spread all over the world. One
act of terrorism was the

11 September 2001 attacks on
the World Trade Center and
the Pentagon in the USA.

1900 1910 1915 1920

First World War 1914-18:
Atruly global conflic, in which
perhaps 37 million people died
worldwide. The consequences
were immense  the causes of
the Russian Revolution, the rise
of Hidler, and the Second World
War have all been attributed to
the First World War.

1925 1930 1935

Spanish Civil War: In 1936-39,
fascists and communists fought
a civil war to see who would
rule Spain — the fascists won.

1940 1945 1950 1955

The Holocaust 1941-45: The
Nazi atcempt to exterminate
Jewish people.

190 195 1970 1975 1980

The Welfare State: In 194448,
the British government
established a ‘Welfare State’
‘which included social security
and unemploymen benefits,
council houses, free education
and the National Health Service.
The result was a significant
improvement in everyday life

~ especially for the poor.

1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 20I5

Berlin Wall: In 1989, the Berlin
Wall came down in East Germany
~ the event which signified the
end of the Cold War.
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