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Approval message from AQA


The core content of this textbook has been approved by AQA for use with our qualification. This means that we have checked that it broadly covers the specification and that we are satisfied with the overall quality. We do not however check or approve any links. Full details of our approval process can be found on our website.


We approve print and digital textbooks because we know how important it is for teachers and students to have the right resources to support their teaching and learning. However, the publisher is ultimately responsible for the editorial control and quality of this book.


Please note that when teaching the AQA Extended Project Qualification course, you must refer to AQA’s specification as your definitive source of information. While this book has been written to match the specification, it cannot provide complete coverage of every aspect of the course.


A wide range of other useful resources can be found on the relevant subject pages of our website: www.aqa.org.uk.
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Get the most from this book
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Learning outcomes


Find out which skills the chapter will cover.
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Tip


Get practical advice to apply to your Extended Project.
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Activity


Guide your progression with activities to help you plan and implement your Extended Project.
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Example


Be inspired by new ideas and ways to approach your Extended Project.
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Checklist


At the end of each chapter, check that you can tick off each point to succeed in your Extended Project.
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1 Introduction
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Learning outcomes


At the end of this chapter you should know:





•  what the Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) involves



•  what the role of an EPQ centre coordinator is



•  what the nature of an EPQ product is



•  how your Extended Project (EP) will be judged for quality



•  what the purpose of your EPQ Production Log is



•  how to make best use of your EPQ supervisor



•  why undertaking an EP would be a great thing for you to do





[image: ]





Why should I want to undertake the Extended Project Qualification?


Well, let’s start with some reasons that might be suggested to you:





•  ‘It will look good on your UCAS form.’



•  ‘Do an EP related to one of your A-levels and you will get a better A-level grade.’



•  ‘Auntie Jean says you should do one because she has heard that it will make you stand out.’



•  ‘It looks like it will be easy, and you will get lots of free time instead of being stuck in lessons.’





Why are these reasons unsatisfactory?


Because, even though some of these suggested reasons are valid, if you do not have a genuine interest and enthusiasm for your selected EPQ topic you will not find it easy to motivate yourself or to achieve a quality outcome.


You should undertake an Extended Project if there is a topic or aspect of the world around you that you have genuine curiosity about and if you would like to gain the skills to allow you to satisfy this curiosity. If you decide to undertake an EP, you will choose the topic to be researched — a choice that will be solely owned by you.


When and if you complete your EP, you will have every right to feel proud of yourself. For this qualification, you can take all the credit. You will have discovered facts, ideas, techniques and opinions from different places, people and other sources. You will have pondered and linked those facts, ideas, techniques and opinions together, and you will have reached your own conclusions, some of which might be extraordinary and unexpected. No teacher will impart subject knowledge to you — you will not be expected to learn facts and regurgitate them in an examination. In this qualification, you are in control. You choose what to research, when to research, how to research, when to stop researching and what to do with your research.


Once you have completed your EP, you will have satisfied your curiosity in your chosen area of study and gained many skills that will be of great value to you in sixth form studies and higher education and in moving forward into the world of work. You will have gained confidence in your ability to solve problems, take decisions and manage your time effectively.


Students who have completed the EPQ and moved on to higher education have found it easier to bridge the gap. They have become used to independent study and being self-motivated and they have developed confidence in their own ability to succeed.
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What does the EPQ involve?



Skill development


The EPQ allows you to learn and develop skills that you will apply to your own independent research project. You are expected to spend 120 hours on your EP. The EPQ is all about research and by the time you complete your project journey you should have become a confident researcher. In particular, this qualification is there for you to develop so called ‘higher skills’, to enable you to critically analyse your research material and draw well-judged conclusions. Do not feel anxious about your current lack of knowledge with respect to research, project management and presentation skills. Your school or college should deliver a full 30-hour programme of Taught Skills, equipping you with all the skills you will require. This Taught Skills programme will be arranged by your school’s or college’s EPQ centre coordinator.


You will find many suggestions and exercises within this book to help you develop and extend skills related to the EPQ.


Choice


This qualification provides you with completely free choice — you can choose to undertake a project related to anything at all. You will have control over your project. You will choose the project management and research skills that suit you. You will choose the project resources, you will choose your report structure and format, and you will choose the style of your presentation.


You will find many possible options related to all these choices within the chapters of this book.


Supervision


Throughout your EPQ journey you will be supervised by a member of staff from your school or college. Your supervisor, and the guidance in this book, will help you frame your research in a way that is both manageable and effective. Your supervisor will ultimately be the person who judges the quality of your project.


Product realisation


By the end of the project process you will have either written a 5000-word research report or created an artefact together with a shorter written research report (minimum 1000 words). Your report will draw carefully judged conclusions based on the research that you have undertaken (see Chapter 6). You will also have completed an AQA Production Log, providing evidence of your project ‘journey’.


Presentation


You will design and deliver a live presentation to a non-specialist audience. This presentation offers you the opportunity to share your research conclusions and reflect upon the expertise that you have developed during your EPQ research journey (see Chapter 7).





[image: ]




Reflection


Finally, you will be expected to reflect throughout your EPQ research journey, carefully evaluating the strengths and weaknesses that you have identified in both your project and in your own learning (see Chapter 8).
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Tip


Do not decide on a project topic too hastily — time spent thinking carefully about the potential of an idea before Proposal stage will be time well spent.
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Common questions about the EPQ


Why does my school/college have a centre coordinator for the EPQ?


The centre coordinator is the person who manages the delivery of the EPQ in your school or college. They will be the person who gives your proposed project formal approval, once you have convinced them that you have some good, appropriate and achievable project ideas. The coordinator allocates you to a supervisor once you have decided to embark on an EP, and the coordinator makes sure that you receive high quality teaching of skills and high-quality supervision.


What is an EPQ proposal?


Once you have thought carefully about your chosen project ideas and thoroughly discussed your plans with your supervisor, you will make a formal application to your coordinator. You will need to provide a working title, but this may well be refined once your research gets underway. You will also need to provide clear aims and objectives related to this working title. You will identify all the relevant sources that you have already found and you will need to convince the coordinator that your chosen topic does not overlap with other Level 3 studies you are undertaking (you cannot get something for nothing — an EPQ topic must extend and develop your studies).


Chapter 2 provides you with plenty of ideas and suggestions to consider as you begin to formulate your initial ideas.
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Tip


Do not ask someone else to suggest a title or topic for you or to help you formulate your working title — this needs to be driven by your curiosity, not theirs.
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What is an EPQ ‘product’?



It will be useful for you to understand the vocabulary used by the exam board. The word ‘project’ refers to the whole EPQ research journey. This includes your choice of topic, your aims and objectives, the research undertaken, the arguments presented and the conclusions reached in your written report, your EPQ presentation and your evaluation throughout the project process.


The word ‘product’ refers to that which you choose to realise, following your research. Your product may be a 5000-word research report (similar, perhaps, to a university-style dissertation) or it may be an artefact of some sort, together with a shorter research report (of at least 1000 words).


What is the difference between an artefact and non-artefact project?


You may choose as your product to write a 5000-word report. Alternatively, you may choose to use your research to inform design decisions related to something that you wish to create. In this case, your product will be an artefact. Please note, however, that choosing to produce an artefact is not an ‘easier’ option. An artefact must have an intended user or a target audience, and in your project planning you should include the means by which you can test your planned artefact for its fitness for purpose.


Examples of artefacts include:





•  some form of creative writing



•  a game



•  a performance



•  a piece of furniture



•  an event



•  a garden design



•  a computer program



•  a piece of sculpture



•  a film



•  a piece of jewellery



•  a musical composition



•  a lesson



•  a website



•  an experiment





This list gives just a few possible artefacts. Potential artefacts are limited only by what can be achieved in the time available, with the resources that you have access to, and, of course, by your imagination.
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Both artefact and non-artefact products are realised as the result of research. For any Extended Project, you will need to develop appropriate skills and undertake relevant research.


If you choose to produce an artefact, you will be required also to write a research report. This report accompanies your artefact, and it should be fully referenced and written in formal academic language. It should be of minimum length 1000 words and should detail exactly how the research that you have undertaken has influenced the design decisions taken by you. Skills related to accurate referencing and use of bibliography will be required for this report just as much as if you choose to write a 5000-word report as your product. Do not worry if you have not yet learned how to write a formal referenced report. You will receive teaching for all of the required skills.


Table 1.1 What is the difference between an artefact and a 5000-word report?






	Question

	5000-word report as product

	Artefact plus shorter report as product






	Do I have a supervisor?

	Yes

	Yes






	Can I work as a member of a group?

	No

	Yes






	Will I complete an AQA Production Log?

	Yes

	Yes






	How long will my report be?

	5000 words

	1000–5000 words






	Do I need to do research?

	Yes

	Yes, all your design decisions should be influenced by research






	Should I seek a conclusion?

	Yes, your conclusion should be based on the evidence gathered during your research

	Yes, this will relate to your artefact: Does it work? Is it fit for purpose? What feedback have you received?






	Should my report be referenced?

	Yes

	Yes






	How long will I spend on my project?

	Minimum 90 hours

	Minimum 90 hours






	Should I produce a bibliography?

	Yes

	Yes






	Should my artefact have a purpose/intended user?

	N/A

	Yes







Chapter 4 provides ideas to consider when selecting your sources, as well as other research skills. Chapter 6 includes help with bibliography and referencing.
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Tip


If you are considering working with others in a group, think carefully about the risks involved. How will you cope if one group member is taken ill or gives up their role within the group for other reasons? Have you considered the group dynamic, are you all equally committed and enthusiastic? (See Chapter 8.)
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Do I have to undertake my project alone?


It is possible to work as a member of a group when undertaking the EPQ. For some artefacts, the scope of the intended product is simply too large for one person, for example putting on a large fashion show or raising money for a specified charity. Provided that the tasks associated with the event are divided up evenly and provided that each task involves suitable research undertaken at an appropriate level, such artefacts could be suitable as a group project. Each member of the group will be judged separately, they will submit individual and unique Production Logs and reports, and they will each create a separate presentation. Only the final artefact is common to the members of the group. Members of a group may all share the same supervisor, but it is equally likely that each member of the group will have a different supervisor.


You can find guidance relating to working as a member of a group in Chapter 2.
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Tip


While most schools and colleges will have decided when projects must be finally submitted, there should be nothing to stop you managing the timings of your own project. You should be setting yourself deadlines, not expecting to be given them all.
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How long will it take me to complete my project?


Your coordinator will decide when you will start your project and when you will submit your completed project. Between those two dates you should spend a minimum of 30 hours learning skills via your school’s or college’s Taught Skills programme and at least 90 hours applying these skills to your own independent project. You will have to manage and use your own time, as most EPQ work is undertaken outside formal lesson time.
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Tip


Remember that you will be expected to spend at least 90 hours working independently on your project, in addition to the 30 hours of skills teaching that you will receive.


[image: ]





How will my Extended Project be judged?


The judgement of the quality of your EP is based entirely on the evidence that has been submitted by you. There must be:





•  a fully completed Production Log



•  a research report



•  an account of your presentation





There might also be some additional evidence, such as photographs, video, relevant appendices (this varies from project to project).




[image: ]


Tip


The judgement of your EP does not just focus on the quality of your completed product. Always keep this in mind.
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Your project will be judged by your supervisor at the end of the EPQ process, via the four sets of AQA criteria shown in Appendix 5. It is a good idea to read these criteria. You will see that they relate to your decision-making, your selection of suitable resources and your use of these resources as you realise your chosen product.


Chapter 9 provides suggestions for you to consider as you prepare to submit your completed project to your supervisor.


The EPQ is a process-based qualification. It is not testing knowledge recall. Judgement of your EP includes:





•  Your choice of topic — was it appropriate, did it encourage analysis?



•  Your final title — did it seek an evidence-based conclusion?



•  Your evidenced project planning and management.



•  Your evidenced selection, evaluation and critical analysis of sources.



•  Your evidenced decisions that led to the developments and changes made as your project progressed.



•  Your communication, both oral at your presentation and written within your research report.



•  Your conclusions drawn from your research evidence.



•  Your evaluation of the completed project.



•  The evaluation that you make relating to your own learning.





Why do I have an EPQ Production Log?


One of the key skills that you will be developing as you undertake your EPQ is that of project management. The Log is the document in which you plot the progress of your entire EPQ research journey. It is a working document. You can use bullet points, diagrams — whatever suits you and your personal style. Each page in the Log is completed at a certain stage in your project journey. The Log should be detailed and reflective so that anyone reading it can clearly follow your journey and understand how research has dictated the decisions you have taken.
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Tip


When writing your Log, tell the reader why you have taken various decisions. Do not just tell them what you have done or are going to do. Do not regard your Log as merely a document in which to record time management.
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The figure on page 9 provides an overview of the EPQ process you will be following once you have decided to undertake the EPQ, and links it to the sections within your Log. Timings are flexible and will, at least in part, be determined by your school’s or college’s centre coordinator.
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Tip


Be wary of anybody who tries to make decisions for you, and do not accept offers of ‘helpful resources’. Do not allow other people to change the direction of your project. It is your EP and you need to take responsibility and demonstrate clear ownership throughout.
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What does ‘independent working’ mean?


No one should be taking decisions for you while you undertake your project. You should make all the decisions yourself — what to research, how to research, when and where the research is undertaken, how to use and analyse your research. This is what is meant by ‘working independently’. You will plan how to spend your time, what to do, where to go, what to read, who to interview, etc. But this does not mean that you have to work alone. You can seek advice, particularly from your supervisor, but the decisions about how to act should all come from you. This is your project.


It is possible to seek out a specialist mentor as part of your research. For example, this could be an expert in your chosen field of research or someone with the technical skills you need to learn. If this is a route that you choose, keep careful records of all meetings with your mentor and provide transcripts of any interviews that take place. You should treat a mentor in the same way as a book or online article: as a source of information that requires careful critical analysis. Chapter 4 provides guidance related to the use of people as sources within your research.


How do I make the best ‘use’ of my EPQ supervisor?


It is important to understand that an EPQ supervisor is not expected to have any subject knowledge related to your chosen EP topic. What they should have, though, is experience and wisdom. You would be well advised to make use of both of these qualities. You should expect your supervisor to be asking you ‘Why…?’ For example:





•  ‘Why is this book a good resource for you to use?’



•  ‘Why are you structuring your report like this?’



•  ‘Why have you not included the data from 1999?’
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Tip


To make the best ‘use’ of your supervisor, ask them to be critical. Ask your supervisor questions: Is my argument logical? Do you think I have included enough case studies? How important do you think it is for me to find an academic with a different opinion? But do not ask them to take decisions for you.
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It may be the case that you will have regular timetabled meetings with your supervisor. If this is not the case then you will need to establish a regular agreed meeting time and place. You will also need to establish interactive channels of communication. For example, the use of blogs is becoming very popular with EPQ students. Whatever forms of communication you set up need to be established at the outset, along with other organisational issues. For example, will your supervisor be able to answer questions via e-mail? Does your supervisor have a drop-in office hour?


You are allowed to show your supervisor drafts of your work as it progresses but your supervisor is not allowed to annotate or mark these drafts. Any feedback that you receive from your supervisor should be general, non-directive and verbal.


Why do I have to attend Taught Skills lessons?


If you choose not to attend or engage with Taught Skills lessons it is unlikely that you will be able to demonstrate, in your completed project submission, the skills expected by the qualification. The EPQ is all about skill development and the decisions you make about how and when these skills are utilised effectively. You are not expected to start the qualification with these skills already developed. Through your school’s or college’s Taught Skills programme you will be taught the following:





•  Different project management methods to enable you to choose the methods that suit you.



•  Vital research skills that will enable you to choose and evaluate relevant resources suitable for your project, including safe use of the internet and effective use of libraries.



•  How to make the best possible use of your resources and how to avoid plagiarism.



•  A range of skills related to the presentation of your evidence, including how to write an academic research report and how to reference the ideas that are included in your report.



•  Oral presentation techniques, in particular how to communicate effectively with a non-specialist audience.



•  How to reflect on your learning and judge the quality of your project journey.
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Tip


As each skill is taught, think carefully about how it might be used to aid your project process and outcome. But remember, not all skills will be appropriate to your project, and you do not have to use any particular skills. Evidence of choices made by you will demonstrate that you have taken your own decisions.
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For some students, when appropriate, there will be additional teaching. For example, teaching related to health and safety and risk assessment, or teaching related to the ethics of research involving human beings or animals (see Appendices 1 and 2). It will be up to you to develop these skills in order to select and use those that work best for you and your project.


You will find plenty of suggestions relating to skills development within the chapters of this book.


How does the EPQ fit in alongside my other studies?


The EPQ should complement your other Level 3 studies. The transferable skills you learn for the EPQ are relevant to any independent research activities you may undertake. Many universities now value the EPQ highly and include it in their UCAS offers. In terms of UCAS currency, the EPQ is worth half of a full A-level (e.g. an A* EPQ will gain you 28 UCAS points).


Here are just a few citations taken from university websites:




The University of Southampton believes the EPQ offers an unparalleled introduction to the skills needed for students to thrive in higher education.





From the University of Oxford:




Working on an EPQ encourages students to develop research and academic skills relevant to undergraduate study.





From the University of East Anglia:




Completing an Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) is great preparation for studying at university.
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Checklist


Questions that I need to consider:





[image: ]  Do I have time, or can I make time, to undertake an EP alongside my other sixth-form studies and activities?



[image: ]  Is there a question, concern or area of interest I feel curious about? Does this curiosity have appropriate Level 3 scope?



[image: ]  How likely is it that resources related to the object of my curiosity will be accessible to me?



[image: ]  Do I understand that success in this qualification depends largely on my self-motivation and that my supervisor is not there to take decisions for me?



[image: ]  Do I understand that judgement of my EP will be based on evidence submitted by me and that the responsibility for submission of this evidence will be entirely my own?
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2 Starting your project
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LEARNING OUTCOMES


At the end of this chapter you should know:





•  how to start the process of choosing a suitable topic for your Extended Project (EP)



•  how to set yourself appropriate aims and objectives



•  how to submit a good Project Proposal
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Identifying possible topics


Your EP should be about a topic that interests you. Ideas for possible topics could come from something:





•  that you read in a newspaper



•  that was mentioned in a lesson



•  related to a radio or television programme that you have heard or seen



•  that you found intriguing when you undertook work experience or a research placement



•  in the history, geography, geology or sociology of your home town



•  unique to you and your interests
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Tip


Keeping a research journal or blog is not essential but is highly recommended. You may use your blog or journal to help you write your Production Log, however you must not see your journal or blog as a substitute for the Production Log.
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The first, and possibly hardest, part of your EPQ journey is to identify topics that you might want to examine in your EP. This might seem simple, but it requires patience and considerable effort. Do not rush into your EP with the very first idea that comes to you. Take time to consider carefully and fully the pros and cons of each idea that you have. Not all topics will result in successful EPs, even if they are of interest to you.


You should start by getting all of your initial topic ideas out of your head and down on to paper so that you can examine them. A concept map might be a good idea — or possibly several concept maps. You could use a free internet concept-mapping tool such as http://bubbl.us, or you could simply start with an A3 sheet of paper and a set of felt-tip pens.


In addition to this, it may be helpful to start a personal research journal or blog. You could use a free online blogging site such as www.blogger.com or you might use an old exercise book — the choice is yours. You can use your journal or blog to jot down any ideas or events that relate to your EP.
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Activity


Write down at least one topic from a minimum of three of the following areas:





•  A topic that interests you that is directly related to your A-levels or other Level 3 study.



•  A topic related to your preferred higher education course.



•  A topic you have been discussing with your friends or family.



•  A topic related to your long-term career aspirations.



•  A topic related to a work experience or summer study programme that you have attended.



•  A topic that is frequently in the news.



•  A topic that allows you to maintain an interest in a subject you no longer study but previously enjoyed.



•  A topic related to a special interest of yours.
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Note that at this stage you are not trying to formulate a title or aim; this is an initial exploration of your interests.
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Example


Pardeep is exploring her interests and has come up with the following topic ideas.





•  Pardeep is taking French A-level, so one possible topic could be related to the Cathar castles in the Languedoc-Roussillon region of France. This would allow her to undertake primary research in France.



•  Pardeep would like to study International Relations at Higher Education (HE), so another topic could be ‘The role of the UN during the Rwanda massacres’.



•  Pardeep has been talking to her friends about the #MeToo social media campaign and about the celebrities who wore black at the Golden Globe awards ceremony in 2018. This might be a good topic for her to explore further.



•  Her long-term aim is to go into Law, so a possible topic might be to look at whether the less well-off receive justice in equal measure to the rich.



•  Pardeep undertook work experience at a local charity recently and became very interested in fundraising. Possibly this would make a good topic for her EP.



•  Brexit is a recurring news topic; this could be a subject for Pardeep’s EP.



•  When Pardeep selected her A-levels she gave up all her creative options. She could choose an EP topic that allows her to create something.



•  Pardeep has read in the literature from her chosen HE institution that she will be expected to undertake group work. Pardeep could use the opportunity to work as part of a group for her EP and produce something with another student or with a group of students.





Pardeep starts a concept map, using these ideas (Figure 2.1).
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Activity


Create a concept map for your EP ideas. Start with the topics that you identified in the previous activity and let your ideas travel in any direction. You may be surprised at where they take you.
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Tip


It is acceptable and permitted to write an artefact in a foreign language, but the following guidelines must be adhered to:





•  The artefact must be written for a specified audience.



•  A full translation must be provided and authenticated as being accurate by an expert in translation of the chosen language.



•  The accompanying report must be written in English.
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Pardeep finds some interesting links between her initial topic ideas:





•  She could produce a piece of creative writing as an artefact, with the plot based on some aspects of Cathar history. This would allow her to undertake primary research in France; she could even write her artefact in French. Her writing could perhaps be a tragic romance, designed for publication in a magazine aimed at French teenagers. Note, however, that Pardeep will receive no particular credit for using French, since she studies it at A-level.



•  Pardeep could look at the legal aspects related to some part of Brexit.



•  Many Cathars were murdered, as were many Rwandans. Perhaps Pardeep’s EP topic could focus in some way on genocide.



•  Pardeep could work in a group to raise funds for her work- experience charity.
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Activity


What links can you find between the different topics in your concept map? Try to find at least three possible topics that combine at least two of your ideas.
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Figure 1.1 An overview of the EPQ process
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Cigure 2.2 Pardeep’s concept map with linked ideas.
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Figure 2.1 Pardeep’s concept map showing her ideas





