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Welcome to the world of Myth Quest


Discover the fables and legends about the origin, history, deities, ancestors and heroes of India.


While the term ‘myth’ in common conversation means a false story, in the world of religion, folklore and magic, myths are considered ‘true’. They tell stories of the creation of the universe, the eternal battle between good and evil, and the history of humankind itself.


The main characters in our myths are bigger and better than any modern superheroes. They are birds and beasts, gods and demons, kings and queens, generals and warriors, sages and gurus, each with extraordinary powers that changed the course of history and the fate of the human race.


The people to whom a myth belongs consider it a true account of their past millions of years ago. Even today, they continue to worship the gods and goddesses, follow the rituals and read the texts that developed from these myths.


Hachette India’s MythQuest series brings to you fascinating stories from the vast treasures of ancient mythology. Read them all—and become a MythMaster!
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Mythological characters and events have been described in


different ways in different versions of ancient texts. We have


chosen the most interesting and key stories to build a


comprehensive account for the young reader.



This story is about…


…Airavata, the divine king of elephants. This magnificent white elephant carried Indra, the Lord of Heaven, across the skies. This sentinel at Heaven’s portal is also known as Ardha-Matanga—elephant of the clouds, Naga-malla—the fighting elephant and Arkasodara—brother of the Sun.


Airavata was huge and immensely strong but despite his size, he was nimble and quick. He guarded the entrance to Heaven, and also fought alongside Indra and carried him into many great battles.


He is mentioned in the Puranic texts, the Ramayana, the Mahabharata and the Matangalila, or The Elephant Lore of the Hindus by Nilakantha.


In Thailand, Airavata is known as Erawan and depicted as a huge elephant with three to thirty-three heads. The heads are often shown with more than two tusks.


White elephants are considered sacred in South Asia, and thought to bring good luck, rain and a bountiful harvest. Airavata or Erawan is present on the national flag of Laos as well as the personal standards of the kings of Thailand.


One of the earlier incarnations of Buddha was Vessantara, a crown prince of the kingdom of Sivi. He owned a magical white elephant that drew rain clouds.


Read Airavata’s story, sometimes rainy and wet, and sometimes dark and full of danger…
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