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Chapter One

Rainy Day Magic

Rain pattered hard against the windows of Enchanted Cottage.

“I don’t think we’ll be playing football today,” said Aisha Khan with a sigh. She and her best friend, Emily Turner, were watching the rain from the warm kitchen. Drops fell from the flowers in the garden, and trickled over the wings of the phoenix statue in the middle of the lawn.

“Don’t worry,” Emily said with a grin. “I know what we can do instead!”

Aisha smiled back. “A science experiment?”

“How did you guess?” Emily laughed. She loved science as much as Aisha loved sport. “First we need some flowers …”

The two girls darted out of the back door into the wet garden. They hadn’t known each other long, as Aisha and her parents had only recently moved into Enchanted Cottage. But already they did everything together – and they had even shared some magical adventures …
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The girls picked a handful of flowers. Then they ran back indoors, shaking rain from their hair.

Soon Aisha’s mum had helped the girls set up their experiment. On the kitchen table were several small bowls of water, with a few drops of food colouring in each one. The girls put the flowers in the coloured water.

“What happens now?” asked Aisha.

“Wait and see,” said Emily with a smile. The two girls drank hot chocolate and chatted with Mrs Khan, who was stirring a saucepan of curry on the stove. After a while, Mrs Khan pointed at the flowers. “Girls, look!”

Aisha gasped. The flowers were changing colour! The yellow petals were turning blue and the pink petals were turning green.

“They’re drinking up the food colouring,” Emily explained with a grin.

Aisha peered closely at some white petals, now edged with pink. “It’s almost like magic,” she whispered.

Emily knew they were both thinking about the same thing – Enchanted Valley, the magical realm they had visited, which was filled with unicorns and other amazing creatures!
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A glint of light caught Emily’s eye, and she gasped – the unicorn keyring hanging from Aisha’s belt loop was glowing! Aisha noticed the light as well, and clasped her hand around the little unicorn. Emily pulled her matching keyring from the front pocket of her dungarees. It was glowing too.

Queen Aurora, a beautiful unicorn who ruled over Enchanted Valley, was calling them back!

“Er, Mum,” said Aisha, “we’re just going to get some more flowers …”

Mrs Khan was busy tasting the curry with a spoon. “Don’t get too wet!” she said.

Aisha and Emily hurried back outside. Even though it was still raining, a shaft of sunlight shone through a break in the clouds, beaming on to the lawn beside the phoenix statue. The girls ran over to it. They touched the horns of their unicorn keyrings together and – whooosh! – rainbow-coloured sparkles shimmered around them.

“We’re going to see the unicorns!” cried Emily. Excitement fizzed through them like fireworks. They held hands as the sparkles swirled faster and faster, and their feet left the ground. Clouds of the whizzing sparkles surrounded them, red, blue, purple and yellow, and the girls could feel their hair being blown around them as they were carried far away …
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When the sparkles faded, the girls sank gently back to the ground. They stood in a beautiful meadow of soft grass under a clear blue sky. Ahead of them was a green hill topped with a golden palace. Flags fluttered from its four turrets.

“It’s so great to be here again,” said Aisha. “But we’d better hurry – Queen Aurora might need our help!”

“I hope Selena hasn’t come back,” said Emily, with a frown.

The thought of the wicked unicorn made the girls shiver as they made their way up the hill towards the palace. They had already helped Queen Aurora by finding two of the unicorns’ magical lockets, which Selena had stolen because she wanted to rule Enchanted Valley. But Selena still had two more lockets, and she was sure to cause trouble with them …

Even so, the girls couldn’t help feeling a rush of happiness as they climbed higher and saw Enchanted Valley spread out all around. There were soft green fields, glittering lakes and majestic forests, while mysterious purple mountains stood on the horizon.

Emily pointed up at a bird-like creature fluttering over the forest, just like the statue in the cottage garden. It was followed by several little chicks. “That must be Ember and her family!” she said with a grin. The girls had helped the phoenix on their last visit to Enchanted Valley. “I wonder what creatures we’ll meet this time?”
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Aisha
and Emily are best
friends from Spellford
Village. Aisha loves sports,
whilst Emily’s favourite thing is
science. But what both girls
enjoy more than anything is
visiting Enchanted Valley
and helping their
unicorn friends who
live there.
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the Fire Unicorn.
She loves to swim

in the hot springs on
Firework Mountain
with her dragon
friends!






