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From super solo dribbles to incredible volleys, and long-


range stunners to well-worked team moves, it’s a special 


moment when fans witness an awesome goal at a World 


Cup tournament. Hitting the net in the world’s biggest 


competition is never easy, but when a team or player does 


it with incredible finesse or a fierce strike, it becomes part 


of soccer history! It's time to feast on our selection of the 


Greatest Of All Time goals from the World Cup.



the


 GOALS


GREATEST
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THE Greatest GOALS


1986 WORLD CUP QF Arg vS eng



GOAL OF THE   



CENTURY!


On a scorching day in Mexico City, Diego 


Maradona lit up the 1986 World Cup with 


his red-hot second goal against England. 


That year the Argentina captain was the 


best player on the planet.   


I


n the 55th minute Maradona 


collected a pass from Héctor Enrique 


inside his own half. With skill and 


quick thinking, he spun to skip away from 


England players Peter Beardsley and Peter 


Reid. Maradona then raced over the halfway 


line, keeping the ball glued to his left foot; he 


avoided Terry Butcher’s fierce tackle, then 


danced past the final defender to reach  


the penalty box.


Goalkeeper Peter Shilton moved forward and 


dived low, but the Argentina ace jinked to 


the side of Shilton and as the chasing 


Butcher attempted another 


tackle, Maradona expertly 


fired the ball into the net. 


The crowd of more than 


100,000 had witnessed 


a superstar strike with 11 


perfect touches – it was 


a moment of magic!   


DID you 


know?


Maradona was 60 


metres from goal when 


he received the ball to 


start his run. It took him 


just 11 seconds to find  


the net!
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DID you 


know?


Maradona beat five England 


players to dribble through 


and score. It was impossible 


to stop the Argentine  



in his prime!


HAND OF GOD


Maradona showed his brilliance in 


scoring such a breathtaking individual 


goal in the quarter-final. Only a few 


minutes before it, though, 


he had opened the 


scoring with a sneaky 


handball, which 


became known as 


the ‘Hand of God’ 


goal. Maradona was 


capable of anything 


on a World Cup pitch!   


DATE: 22 JUNE, 1986



STADIUM: ESTADIO AZTECA, MEXICO 



CITY, MEXICO


ATTENDANCE: 114,580



SCORE: ARGENTINA 2 (MARADONA 51',55') 



ENGLAND 1 (LINEKER 81')



Match facts
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L


loyd had already shocked reigning 


world champions Japan with two goals 


inside the game’s first five minutes (see 



pages 66-67). Her hat-trick came in the 16th 


minute. The attacking midfielder scooped 


up a loose pass inside Japan’s half, knocked 


the ball past Japan's Rumi Utsugi and struck 


a looping shot from the halfway line that 


dipped over goalkeeper Ayumi Kaihori.  


Kaihori only managed to get her fingertips to 


the shot as the ball sailed over the line. The 


eye-catching goal put USA 4-0 ahead and 


en route to another World Cup win. A great 


moment from a great player!


2015 WOMEN’S WORLD CUP FINAL USA vs jap



Carli Lloyd netted an outstanding long-


range strike at the 2015 Women’s World 


Cup. It was an outstanding long-range 


strike that capped an unbelievable hat-


trick for the American superstar. 


wonder   



Lob


THE Greatest GOALS
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