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It’s a noisy old world, isn’t it?


Everyone thinks out loud. They type ferociously. The clamour builds, so voices have to yell, and opinions get more heated, and people disagree for the sake of disagreeing, and the firestorm blazes and the world spins hotter and faster and madder…


That’s true for any subject. The argument would rage if we asked whether we should bring back Spangles. But when the subject matter is close to your heart, if it’s an issue of sex or sexuality or gender or simply ‘Can I wear that dress?’ then those loud voices can hurt.


Welcome to a moment’s peace.


This kind, beautiful book takes thoughts from people who’ve been there, people who’ve lived that life or watched that life closely, and have something to say about it. Not loudly, but wisely. It’s a gorgeous collection, so well curated, and it’s fun to think of all those quoted here in a great big out-and-proud dinner party. Marsha P Johnson and Lady Gaga singing a duet.


Tennessee Williams and Harvey Milk propping up the bar. Tove Jansson showing her latest story to George Michael. What a night that would be!


Well, thanks to Tim Leng, you can have that party whenever you want, in your own head. The words gathered here are clever, vital, funny, compassionate and true. A little gift to yourself every day of the year. Go on, have fun, you deserve it.


And yes. You look great in that dress!


Russell T Davies
July 2025





Darling, I want my gay rights now.


MARTHA P JOHNSON


PRIDE IS A PROTEST.


IT ALWAYS HAS BEEN


AND ALWAYS WILL BE.


I’m not missing a moment of this – it’s the revolution!


SYLVIA RIVERA







BE A KING. BE A QUEEN. BE ANYTHING IN-BETWEEN.


Gender is a galaxy! You’re a miraculous embodiment of belonging, possibility and wonder! There’s nobody like you in the universe – that’s exactly why you belong.


SAMANTHA RISE


TODAY IS AN AWFULLY GOOD DAY TO BE QUEER.










MY FEMININITY MAKES ME A BETTER MAN.


MARS WRIGHT
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THERE ARE PLENTY OF COLOURS IN THE RAINBOW – FIND YOUR PLACE ON IT.








What I liked about the rainbow is that it fits all of us. It’s all the colours. It represents all the genders. It represents all the races. It’s the rainbow of humanity.


GILBERT BAKER


COMING OUT MIGHT BE ONE OF THE HARDEST THINGS YOU EVER DO… BUT IT CAN ALSO BE ONE OF THE MOST LIBERATING.





Personally, coming out was one of the most important things I’ve ever done, lifting from my shoulders the millstone of lies that I hadn’t even realized I was carrying.


SIR IAN McKELLEN


Find your tribe and surround yourself with the people that make your heart sing.







Use the pronouns that define YOU.


BE MASC, BE FEM, BE ANDROGYNOUS, BE WHATEVER YOU WANT TO BE. JUST BE BRILLIANTLY, UNIQUELY YOU.


GENDER IS A SPECTRUM, NOT FIXED LINES DRAWN IN THE SAND.


I’m a ‘they’, so what?


FOXY FOX








If a transvestite doesn’t say I’m gay and I’m proud and I’m a transvestite, then nobody else is going to hop up there and say I’m gay and I’m proud and I’m a transvestite for them.


MARSHA P JOHNSON


EMBRACE EVERYONE, NO MATTER THE WAY THEY DRESS, ACT OR TALK.
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TOGETHER WE’RE STRONGER.
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WE WILL NOT WIN OUR RIGHTS BY STAYING QUIETLY IN OUR CLOSETS.


HARVEY MILK


Every day is just another opportunity to be fabulous.
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CHIN UP, IT’S TIME TO RIDE THAT IMAGINARY UNICORN INTO BATTLE.





If homosexuality is a disease, let’s all call in queer to work: ‘Hello. Can’t work today, still queer.’


ROBIN TYLER


BE UNAPOLOGETICALLY AMAZING.


We live in a world that has always been biologically and culturally sex/gender diverse. Rise up and celebrate this birthright.


JENN BURLETON









You’re never alone among like-minded people.





Love him and let him love you. Do you think anything else under heaven really matters?


JAMES BALDWIN


LET LOVE SHINE ALWAYS
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