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BLESSINGS


COME THROUGH RAINDROPS?


LAURA STORY


A DEVOTIONAL BASED ON THE GRAMMY AWARD WINNING #1 SONG THAT HAS INSPIRED MILLIONS




Anyone who meets a testing challenge
head-on and manages to stick it out
is mighty fortunate.
For such persons loyally in love
with God, the reward
is life and more life.


—
James 1:12 MSG





Lyrics from the Grammy-nominated song


“BLESSINGS”


BY LAURA STORY


We pray for blessings,
We pray for peace
Comfort for family, protection while we sleep
We pray for healing, for prosperity
We pray for Your mighty hand to ease our suffering
And all the while, You hear each spoken need
Yet love us way too much to give us lesser things


’Cause what if Your blessings come through raindrops?
What if Your healing comes through tears?
What if a thousand sleepless nights are what it takes
to know You’re near?
What if trials of this life are Your mercies in disguise?


We pray for wisdom,
Your voice to hear
We cry in anger when we cannot feel You near
We doubt your goodness, we doubt Your love
As if each promise from Your Word is not enough
And all the while, You hear each desperate plea
And long that we’d have faith to believe


’Cause what if Your blessings come through raindrops?
What if Your healing comes through tears?
What if a thousand sleepless nights are what it takes
to know You’re near?
What if trials of this life are Your mercies in disguise?


When friends betray us
When darkness seems to win,
We know that pain reminds this heart,
That this is not our home


’Cause what if Your blessings come through raindrops?
What if Your healing comes through tears?
What if a thousand sleepless nights are what it takes
to know You’re near?
What if trials of this life are Your mercies in disguise?


What if my greatest disappointments,
Or aching of this life,
Is the revealing of a greater thirst this world
can’t satisfy.
What if trials of this life,
The rain, the storms, the hardest nights
Are Your mercies in disguise?


© 2011 New Spring Publishing (ASCAP) / Laura Stories (ASCAP).
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INTRODUCTION


ABOUT “BLESSINGS”
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The song “Blessings” is about just that: the redefining of blessings in my own life. As a child, I grew up hearing songs like “God Bless America” and saying “the blessing” every time we ate a meal. Although patriotic songs and mealtime prayers are wonderful, they may have conveyed a subtle message that was decidedly unhelpful—they taught me that God’s blessings always arrive in the form of health, happiness, and prosperity.


But, where does that leave the other things that come into our lives? If I experience hardship or heartbreak, am I being punished? If my husband has poor health, is that a curse from God? Some may think so.


When my husband Martin was first diagnosed with a brain tumor, well-meaning strangers asked him if he had any unconfessed sin in his life, for surely God would not curse him for no reason. But the more my husband and I looked to God’s Word, the more we came to realize that sometimes God actually blesses His children through the absence of the very things they pray for.


Paul asked God to remove the thorn from His flesh; instead, God chose to teach Paul about a power that is only made perfect in weakness. Job deeply mourned the loss of his possessions and his health, yet he learned to worship God in the midst of his nakedness.


So how do I define blessings now? I’m still not sure. Every “what if” of the song “Blessings” symbolizes a thousand questions God seems to have left unanswered. But this I do know: There is a depth of intimacy with God that can only be known through suffering. There is a reliance on Him that can only be experienced when everything else around my soul seems to give way. And if that’s what it takes to make this stubborn child cling to that old rugged cross, you can have your prosperity.


I’d rather have Jesus.
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BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING
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Now the LORD had said to Abram:
“Get out of your country, from your family and from
your father’s house, to a land that I will show you.
I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and
make your name great; and you shall be a blessing.”


—
Genesis 12:1-2 NKJV





In order to understand what God’s blessings are, we must answer an important question: Why does God bless His children? Does God simply operate a straightforward reward system for good behavior? Or does He have other plans and purposes?


The story of Abraham has much to teach us about God’s blessings. In Genesis 12, we learn how God made a promise to Abraham, a promise to bless him with countless descendants. And when He fulfilled His promise, God not only answered Abraham and Sara’s longing to have children, but He also created the nation of Israel.




In the very place where God has put us, whatever its limitations, whatever kind of work it may be, we may indeed serve the Lord Christ.


—Elisabeth Elliot





We have no reason to believe that Abraham had done anything to merit God’s good favor. In fact, as we read on, we discover that Abraham’s behavior was far from perfect; Abraham’s life had been tarnished by lying and manipulation, stemming from his root sin of unbelief. Yet, God kept His promise.


So, what was God’s reason for blessing Abraham? God blessed him “to be a blessing.” God’s blessing upon Abraham was given for a specific purpose: so that Abraham might, in turn, be a blessing to others. And what was Abraham’s blessing? Ultimately, it was the salvation of the Gentiles! I have a personal relationship with a holy God because of God’s blessing upon Abraham.


As we consider the blessings God pours out on our own lives, do we see them as resources to hoard or opportunities to steward? When God allows something into our lives, for better or for worse, do we stop to ask, “How might I use this blessing to bring glory to God?”


For Abraham, his name is forever connected with the blessing of our salvation. What might the Father do through us if we receive our own blessings with open hands?
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We do the works,
but God works in us
in the doing of the works.


—
St. Augustine






Sharing Our Blessings


Jesus never asks us to give Him what we don’t have. But He does demand that we give Him all we do have if we want to be a part of what He wishes to do in the lives of those around us!


Anne Graham Lotz


The most eloquent prayer is the prayer through hands that heal and bless. The highest form of worship is the worship of unselfish Christian service. The greatest form of praise is the sound of consecrated feet seeking out the lost and helpless.


Billy Graham


We worship God through service. The authentic server views each opportunity to lead or serve as an opportunity to worship God.


Bill Hybels


Christianity, in its purest form, is nothing more than seeing Jesus. Christian service, in its purest form, is nothing more than imitating him who we see. To see his Majesty and to imitate him: that is the sum of Christianity.


Max Lucado






More from God’s Word About
Serving Others


The greatest among you will be your servant. For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.


Matthew 23:11-12 NIV


Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interest of others.


Philippians 2:4 NIV


The one who blesses others is abundantly blessed; those who help others are helped.


Proverbs 11:25 MSG


Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves.


Romans 12:10 NIV


But whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister; and whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant: even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.


Matthew 20:26-28 KJV






How Can You Be a Blessing Today?


Even if you’re experiencing tough times right now, you still have blessings to count and blessings to share. So ask yourself this question: How can I glorify God today?


Your Heavenly Father has given you talents and opportunities that are uniquely yours. And the very best day to seize those opportunities—and to share them with the world—is this day. Not tomorrow. Not next week. Not next year. Today.




Summing Things Up


God wants you to serve Him now, not later. Don’t put off until tomorrow the good works you can perform today.
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THE GREATEST BLESSING
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And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses
and sins. . . . But God, who is rich in mercy, because of
His great love with which He loved us, even when we were
dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ
(by grace you have been saved). . . .


—
Ephesians 2:1, 4-5 NKJV





In Genesis, we learned that God blessed Abraham despite any merit of his own. But, does that offer stand for the rest of us?


May of us believe (wrongly) that we’re unworthy of God’s love. It’s not only that we see ourselves as having little or nothing worth giving Him; it’s that we have so many things to apologize to Him for. It’s not only that we have little to offer of merit; it’s that we have so much to offer that is the antithesis of merit! It’s not only that our life histories are woefully short of good deeds; it’s that our histories are so full of bad deeds.




We’re not only saved by grace, but the Bible says we’re sustained by grace.


—Bill Hybels





We have secrets in our past, things we would be embarrassed to even speak of. We have chronic hang-ups, things that make us feel unable to lead righteous lives. Why, we ask ourselves, would God ever bless someone like me? The answer to this question is the very crux of the gospel.


The apostle Paul, writer of Ephesians, puts it plainly: “We were dead.” There was nothing we could offer to earn the blessing of salvation. Yet, we were in such desperate need of redemption that God, being rich in mercy, showed us His love by sending Jesus to our rescue.
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