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Alison Weir is a bestselling historical novelist of Tudor fiction, and the leading female historian in the United Kingdom. She has published more than thirty books, including many leading works of non-fiction, and has sold over three million copies worldwide.


Her novels include the Tudor Rose trilogy, which spans three generations of history’s most iconic family – the Tudors, and the highly acclaimed Six Tudor Queens series about the wives of Henry VIII, all of which were Sunday Times bestsellers.


Alison is a fellow of the Royal Society of Arts and an honorary life patron of Historic Royal Palaces.









Also by Alison Weir


The Tudor Rose trilogy


Elizabeth of York: The Last White Rose


Henry VIII: The Heart & the Crown


Mary I: Queen of Sorrows


Tudor Rose digital short stories


Firstborn


The Golden Prince


The Six Tudor Queens series


Katherine of Aragon: The True Queen


Anne Boleyn: A King’s Obsession


Jane Seymour: The Haunted Queen


Anna of Kleve: Queen of Secrets


Katheryn Howard: The Tainted Queen


Katharine Parr: The Sixth Wife


In the Shadow of Queens


Six Tudor Queens digital short stories


Writing a New Story


Arthur: Prince of the Roses


The Blackened Heart


The Tower is Full of Ghosts Today


The Chateau of Briis: A Lesson in Love


The Grandmother’s Tale


The Unhappiest Lady in Christendom


The Curse of the Hungerfords


The King’s Painter


The Princess of Scotland


The Wicked Wife


The Queen’s Child


In This New Sepulchre


Fiction


Innocent Traitor


The Lady Elizabeth


The Captive Queen


A Dangerous Inheritance


The Marriage Game


Quick Reads


Traitors of the Tower


Non-fiction


Britain’s Royal Families: The Complete Geology


The Six Wives of Henry VIII


The Princes in the Tower


Lancaster and York: The Wars of the Roses


Children of England: The Heirs of King Henry VIII 1547–1558


Elizabeth the Queen


Eleanor of Aquitaine


Henry VIII: King and Court


Mary Queen of Scots and the Murder of Lord Darnley


Isabella: She-Wolf of France, Queen of England


Katherine Swynford: The Story of John of Gaunt and His Scandalous


Duchess


The Lady in the Tower: The Fall of Anne Bolyen


Mary Bolyen: ‘The Great and Infamous Whore’


Elizabeth of York: The First Tudor Queen


The Lost Tudor Princess


Queens of the Conquest


Queens of the Crusades


Queens of the Age of Chivalry


As co-author


The Ring and the Crown: A History of Royal Weddings, 1066–2011


A Tudor Christmas









Praise for Alison Weir’s Tudor Novels


‘A serious achievement’


The Times


‘Weir is excellent on the little details that bring a world to life’


Guardian


‘This brilliant series has brought Henry VIII’s six wives to life as never before’


Tracy Borman


‘A brilliant evocation of the period’


Kate Williams


‘History has the best stories and they should all be told like this’


Conn Iggulden


‘Well researched and engrossing’


Good Housekeeping


‘Alison Weir makes history come alive as no one else’


Barbara Erskine


‘Throws light on an endlessly fascinating historical figure . . . making it feel so fresh and alive’


Earl Spencer


‘Lingers long after the last page is turned’


Elizabeth Fremantle


‘Will change everyone’s preconceptions’


Susan Ronald


‘Hugely enjoyable . . . Alison Weir knows her subject and has a knack for the telling and textural detail’


Daily Mail


‘Enthralling’


Sarah Gristwood


‘I was gripped [from] start to finish’


Mavis Cheek


‘Sparkling, gripping and word-perfect’


Historical Novel Society


‘A fascinating insight into this period of our history’


Sun
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In a brand-new short story, Alison Weir reimagines a dark and dangerous moment in Tudor history.


I wasn't supposed to know about the secret prayer meetings, the hidden English Bible, the people coming and going under cover of darkness. It was illegal, you see . . .


Guernsey, 1556. Devoted servant Jennet is heartbroken when her mistress, Perotine, is arrested alongside her mother and sister for a crime that the Massey women did not commit.


As Protestants, to be accused of theft under the staunch Catholic rule of Queen Mary is matter of life and death. And, once the Massey family find themselves locked in the grim Castle Cornet, it seems that nothing can change the dreaded sentence they face.


Except for one thing, unknown to their accusers.


Mistress Perotine is with child


Can Jennet intervene in time to delay the trial? Or has a terrible fate already been written for Perotine Massey?


*Includes the first chapter of the spellbinding new Tudor Rose novel, Mary I: Queen of Sorrows *









It all began with a silver goblet – an ugly thing of no merit, I thought, but probably of great value. My young mistress brought it into the parlour one afternoon in the middle of May in the year of our lord 1556. Her pretty, placid face was screwed up in a frown, and she was holding the thing as if it might burn her.


‘Well, Jennet, here’s a fine dilemma,’ she said, sinking down on the settle by the empty hearth and sighing.


I laid down my polishing cloth and wiped my hands on my apron. ‘What’s amiss, Mistress Massey?’


She looked at me with those beautiful eyes of hers, as if considering whether she really ought to tell me. But though I was a servant, I was of wise years and had known her since she came into the world; and we were friends.


‘Vincente Gosset. That’s what’s amiss!’


‘That naughty woman!’ I exclaimed. For Vincente Gosset, our neighbour in the tiny town of St Peter Port, was evil disposed towards us, jealousy being at the root of it, for our house was larger and richer than hers, and my young mistresses’ father, the late Master Massey, had been rich and left his widow much land in St Saviour’s parish.


‘This cup – she stole it, I am sure,’ Perotine Massey said, standing the goblet on the table. ‘I saw the exact one in the house of Master Couronnez when we supped there the other night. I recognised the nymph on the handle. But Vincente just came to the door with it and asked if I would lend her sixpence against it.’
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