



[image: Book cover for "The Kids in Mrs. Z's Class, Thunder Nelson Does the Impossumble," by Martha Brockenbrough, features Thunder Nelson with some objects tangled in her curly hair, wearing glasses and holding a box containing a baby possum . Her classmates, Fia and Steven stand nearby, with objects in their hands. The setting is a classroom with a globe on a desk and a shelf containing objects.]












[image: Title page for "The Kids in Mrs. Z's Class, Thunder Nelson Does the Impossumble," by Martha Brockenbrough, illustrated by Kat Fajardo and series coordination by Kate Messner, published by Little, Brown and Company, New York, Boston.]
















Welcome to Mrs. Z’s Class!




Hi, Reader!


You’re about to meet the amazing kids in Mrs. Z’s third-grade class at Curiosity Academy.


Throughout the series (and the school year!) you’ll meet students who each have a secret of their own. As you discover their stories, you’ll get to know their greatest fears, their most embarrassing moments, and the quiet hopes they carry in their hearts.


From hilarious talent show disasters and recess dilemmas to math quizzes and schoolyard secrets, the kids in Mrs. Z’s class are full of honesty, energy, and hilarious hijinks. You can read the books in any order; just be sure you don’t miss any, because you’re going to love getting to know all the students!


Curiously yours,


Kate Messner
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Meet The Kids in Mrs. Z’s Class!
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[image: An illustration a girl with glasses and braided hair with the label "Ayana."]
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[image: An illustration of a smiling girl with long hair,  holding a large pair of sunglasses above her head , with the label "Carlota."]



Carlota












[image: An illustration of a girl with curly hair tied in a ponytail and a bow with a slight smile and  one arm raised with the label "Emma."]
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Fia
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[image: An illustration of a boy  with curly hair, holding a book in one hand and an ice cream bar in the other hand with the label "Mars."]
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Olive












[image: An illustration of a girl wearing glasses with two buns hairstyle, and the label "Poppy."]



Poppy












[image: An illustration of a boy with curly hair with the label "Rohan."]
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[image: An illustration of a girl with long, wavy hair wearing cat ears raising both arms with the label "Ruthie."]



Ruthie












[image: An illustration of a boy wearing a  bow tie with the label "Sebastian."]



Sebastian












[image: An illustration of a  boy making a hand gesture with one hand, with the label "Steven."]



Steven












[image: An illustration of a  girl with two braided pigtails, smiling and winking, raising her arms with her hands in fists with the label "Synclaire."]



Synclaire












[image: An illustration of a boy with glasses wearing a hoodie with the label "Theo."]



Theo












[image: An illustration of a smiling girl with curly hair and glasses with the label "Thunder."]



Thunder












[image: An illustration of a boy with the  label "Wyatt."]



Wyatt
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Chapter One The Trouble with Wednesdays




Thunder Nelson peeked in the fridge and slumped. This was the trouble with Wednesdays. Slim pickings for snacks.


On Sundays and Thursdays, there was lots to choose from because Mr. Nelson brought home the scratch-n-dent food from the supermarket he managed.


Scratch-n-dent food wasn’t necessarily scratched, though it was often dented. It was the stuff that regular shoppers didn’t want to buy. Weird-looking fruits and vegetables. Smashed cans and boxes.


Thunder loved making snacks out of these lonely things that no one else wanted.


She didn’t care if it looked like a carrot had two legs or if an apple had a seam that made it look a little bit like a troll baby’s bun cheeks.


And you know who else didn’t care?


Adam Driver.


Adam Driver was Thunder’s hamster. She was a European black bear hamster, which technically didn’t count as a “true breed,” but Thunder knew that was snobbery on the part of the hamster bosses.


Adam Driver was as true as it got. She had silky black fur and ears like sideways teacups. Her cheeks were roomy. They were only on calculating area in school, but Thunder could eyeball the volume of at least four blueberries. Adam Driver also had perfectly tiny feet with four toes on the front and five in back—the normal hamster number.


Adam Driver loved to be held in two cupped hands. She did not love exercise, not even the hamster workout that Mr. Plankey, Thunder’s gym teacher, had helped her invent. As a result, Adam Driver didn’t get much snack. A few pellets, one almond, and a tiny salad made of a rejected radish, a crooked carrot, and a sliver of troll-baby apple.


“Squeak squeak a squeak squeak,” Adam Driver said.


Thunder replied, in hamster, “I know, but blackberries won’t be ripe until summer.”


The tiny hamster blinked. Thunder knew what it felt like to wait for fruit. She put Adam Driver back in her cage and looked at her watch.


It had taken Thunder three minutes to make a snack bowl for herself and for her sibling Franx. Another minute to put together Adam Driver’s snack and change her water dish.


This left Thunder six minutes to eat her own snack and watch Adam Driver’s cheeks expand, and one last minute to get Kylo Ren’s leash and waste bags ready for their walk. Kylo’s toenails clicked in the entry, and Thunder knew he liked to keep to the schedule.


She wiped her smudged glasses, put on her jacket, and yelled, “Franx, Kylo, coming!”
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The air outside was cold enough for Thunder to make dragon breath. Usually, she loved this. But dragon breath remind her of Theo. Who reminded her of tardigrades. Which reminded her of voting for a small animal for the kids in Mrs. Z’s class to adopt as their mascot.


It had been Thunder’s idea in the first place to have a small class mascot. This is because the Curiosity Academy mascot was an elephant. Thunder loved elephants. But she had also noticed that big animals tended to get more attention than small ones. So, in a break after the Daily Scribble, Thunder scooted up to Mrs. Z’s desk to suggest a little mascot, just for their class.


Mrs. Z was all for it. “Inclusive thinking,” she’d said.


“I’m all for thinking small,” Thunder said.


But before Thunder could choose the small class mascot (a hamster, obviously), Mrs. Z clapped her hands together for everyone’s attention. Then she announced the idea and invited students to raise their hands and make nominations. They would take a vote on Friday.


Thunder had returned to her seat feeling slithy. Right away, Theo had nominated tardigrades. Thunder’s stomach sank.


“They are also called water bears or moss piglets,” he’d said. “And they are only a half millimeter long. You cannot get much smaller.”


All of that was true. But Thunder had been hoping for something fuzzy. Something smaller than Honey and Hotrod, the class guinea pigs. Something along the lines of, say, Adam Driver.


There was no way people would vote for her idea unless it had been nominated by one of the regular kids. Thunder knew she was not regular. Everyone in Mrs. Z’s class was kind to her. But sometimes, when she said or did things that seemed perfectly normal to her, she got this feeling. It was as if she had blown a big soap bubble. People quietly watched it float—until it popped. And then they said nothing, as if it had never been there—or Thunder had never said or done a thing.


That was how it felt sometimes to be Thunder. She was a scratch-and-dent kid.


Steven set down his freshly sharpened pencil and raised his hand. This was her chance. Thunder looked at him and mouthed, “Hamster.” But when Mrs. Z called on him, he seconded the tardigrade nomination. Thunder couldn’t believe it. Steven sat right next to her. He knew how much she loved hamsters. He knew how she yearned to bring Adam Driver to school.
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