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Long ago, the world was full of dragons. Imagine them wheeling in the skies, hopping through the grasses, lighting up the caves, swimming slow and silent through the seas.


What happened to the dragons? Where are they now? These pages are taken from the notebooks of a young Viking boy called Hiccup Horrendous Haddock the Third, writing between the ages of ten and fifteen. 


Hiccup’s later memoirs, written when he was an old man, tell the story of the Great Dragon Rebellion, and what happened to the dragons in the end. But these notebooks paint a picture of the brilliance and fire and spirit of that lost dragon world.


Look around you at our own world now. You may not see dragons, but notice the numberless quantities of species 
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that we have in our woods, in the air, in the mountains, in the skies. The proud lion, the mighty elephant, the seals, the birds, the thousands of types of beetle. One of those beetles could be the cure for some terrible disease… 


Take care, dear reader, that we are looking after the boundless wonder of our world. 


Remember the dragons.
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… but my father is always finding my notebooks and destroying them. You see, my father, STOICK THE VAST, Chief of the Hairy Hooligan Tribe, doesn’t think I should be writing books about dragon species. He thinks I should concentrate on my
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  ‘Barbarians don’t write books! A true Barbarian YELLS at the dragons that are his slaves, and IGNORES the rest of them. And as for speaking their horrible snaky language, Dragonese, that is strictly against the Law. What is the point of knowing the difference between an Arsenic Addywhatsit, and a Glow-bug or whatever you call them? Concentrate on your yelling, and give up this foolishness.’
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 What you need in this situation is a lot of information about Hellsteethers, and you need to start speaking Dragonese FAST. That’s why it is so important to know your dragons around here.  So this is why I am writing this book, describing all the dragons I know, their habitats, their anatomy, their eggs, their methods of attack and their defences. This book will tell you how to find dragons, how to track them, how to look after their eggs and their babies if they hatch. It will include all the dragon species I know, and give you tips on how to ride and train them, or to deal with them if they attack. 


 What you need in this situation is a lot of information about Hellsteethers, and you need to start speaking Dragonese FAST. That’s why it is so important to know your dragons around here.  So this is why I am writing this book, describing all the dragons I know, their habitats, their anatomy, their eggs, their methods of attack and their defences. This book will tell you how to find dragons, how to track them, how to look after their eggs and their babies if they hatch. It will include all the dragon species I know, and give you tips on how to ride and train them, or to deal with them if they attack. 










6


6






	  		
































I am showing you here some useful pieces of  Dragonwatching equipment if you want to do a spot of Dragonwatching yourself.


Dragons are wonderful, mysterious creatures.


They are also, as you will see, ABSOLUTELY TERRIFYING. 
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