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What is a game changer?


Game changers are people who use their skills, talents


and ideas to change the world. They have to fight for


what they believe in, but they never give up.




Intrepid Explorers




Today, we know a lot about our world. It’s easy to use


the Internet to find out about countries and faraway


places that we may never visit ourselves. However,


things were very different in the past.






James Cook


1728–1779


Ibn Battuta




1304–1377


Christopher Columbus


1451–1506


Marco Polo


1254–1324




Explorer timeline
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For centuries, people could only imagine what life


might be like in distant countries.


That’s where the game-changing explorers in this book


come in. These men and women fearlessly travelled all


around the world, and even beyond it into space. Some


of them dreamed of making money, or discovering new


lands. Others had a thirst for knowledge, or just wanted


to have exciting adventures!


Early explorers couldn’t just jump on an aeroplane


and fly around the world. Their journeys could take


months or even years! As a result of their travels, they


transformed our understanding of our amazing world.




Mary Kingsley


1862–1900




Ranulph Fiennes




1944–




Amelia Earhart


1897–1937




Mae C. Jemison




1956–
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Marco Polo


(1254–1324)


“I did not tell half of what I saw, for


I knew I would not be believed.”




Marco Polo




Marco Polo was one of the first Europeans to visit


China, and the things he discovered on his travels


made him a true game changer.


Polo made it possible for European countries to trade


with China. This meant that Chinese pottery, clothes,


inventions and even technology all began to find their


way into European homes.


Marco Polo’s book, The Travels of Marco Polo, became


the most famous travel book in history. Everyone


wanted to read it. For hundreds of years, his


adventures inspired other European travellers to


follow in his footsteps and explore the Far East.
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Early life




Marco Polo’s family were wealthy traders. A few


months before Polo’s birth, his father Niccolo and


uncle Maffeo had set off on a trading journey to Asia.


His mother died when he was six years old, and after


this, relatives looked after him.


When Polo was 15, his father and uncle returned


from their journey. His father invited him to join them


on their next trade journey, and Polo jumped at the


chance! This journey was only meant to last a short


time but they stayed away for 24 years!


In 1271, they began by sailing to Acre, in present day


Israel. Was Polo excited or seasick (or both!) on his


first voyage? We can only guess!


Polo sailing from Venice
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The epic journey


Their journey was often challenging. They crossed


over mountains, glaciers and travelled through the


Gobi Desert. There were robbers on their journey. To


stay stafe, they joined a camel caravan.




This desert is … so long that it would take a year


to go from end to end … at the narrowest point,


it takes a month to cross. It consists entirely of


mountains and sands and valleys. There is nothing


at all to eat.




In China, Polo wrote about some dangerous creatures!


Despite these perils, Polo loved exploring.




Here are seen huge serpents … the jaws are wide


enough to swallow a man.




Polo’s travels


from Europe


through Asia
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Meeting a famous ruler


Polo and his father and uncle experienced lots of


interesting new sights, tastes and smells during their


travels. After almost four years, they reached China,


which at this point was ruled by Kublai Khan, the


grandson of Genghis Khan. Kublai Khan was amazed


to meet these travellers from Europe, and he invited


them to stay at his royal court. Polo learned archery,


Chinese martial arts and languages.




Kublai Khan let the family continue to trade


throughout Asia, but he also gave Polo a very special


job. He wanted Polo to collect information on how


people all over


his kingdom


lived and


worked. Polo


was excited!


What strange


things would


he see?

























