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In Memoriam

This book is dedicated to one of the great pioneers in the search for intelligent life elsewhere—my early mentor and advisor—who inspired millions of us earthlings to continue the search for truth wherever it might lead. His inspiration will live on.
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“We make our world significant by the courage of our questions and by the depth of our answers.”

Carl Sagan   

(1934-1996)
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Editor’s Preface

If our wisdom fails to match our science, we will have no second chance.

ARTHUR C. CLARKE
Voices from the Sky, (1965)

During the compilation of this encyclopedia, I experienced something of a revelation. If recent world events have proved anything, it is that we need a wake-up call – which is how I read the “voices from the sky” that constitute the modern UFO myth.

The first point I would like to clarify is the use of the term “myth”.  In my view, myth is a thought pattern or paradigm, very much like a scientific theory. Even scientific theories should not be taken too literally, and myths and not literal at all. That is not to say, however, that myths are false. Quite the contrary: myths contain truths that require symbolic interpretation; and if myths are viewed as analogies, the truths do ring out.

My 25-year study has revealed a constant parallel between UFOlogy and the human condition, somewhat like science fiction, except that the UFO myth develops naturally as a component of human perception. It is not a matter of  “special creation” (as in the case of science fiction), but rather it evolves over time, just as we evolve as a joint-product of genetics and our environment. 

Curiously, the space-aliens’ concerns have likewise tracked human social evolution. Not only do the aliens usually appear humanoid; their primary concerns (even to the point of fetishes) always match the primary concerns of humanity at various social milieus. In the 1940s and 50s, warnings of atomic radiation and nuclear holocaust were in vogue, later to be replaced by concern for the Earth’s environment. Then the aliens got involved in genetic engineering – at precisely the same moment is history when we earthlings began to crack the genetic code. 

Our visitors now seem to have drawn battle lines between two camps: (1) the “evil ones” who seem to be laying plans for our enslavement and/or destruction, and (2) the “wise ones” – a kinder, gentler race of celestial gods or saviour types – who are concerned for our welfare. These “technological angels”, as the eminent psychologist Carl Jung called them, are here apparently to save our souls and lead us into a higher realm of cosmic consciousness. In between lies a “gray area”, as UFO theorist Martin Kottmeyer calls it, populated by a race of emotionless clones who have come to be known collectively as the “Grays”. Theories vary as to what exactly they’re up to – the very fact of which seems to mirror the uncertainty we humans feel about our own future.

Lest the reader misunderstand, please hear me out. Though I have serious doubts about the aliens as literal space visitors (while not denying the possibility), their psychological reality as barometers and analogues to the human condition is, I believe, a matter of extreme importance. That is why I feel it is vital that we hear what they have to tell us.

Especially on issues such as the nuclear threat, ecology, genetic engineering, lack of spirituality and continuing dehumanization, the aliens have wisely spoken. Our global lack of wisdom and lack of foresight may be something only a superior extraterrestrial (or ultraterrestrial) intelligence is qualified to speak about. Could that be why our modern mythology takes that form?

In a nutshell, the aliens whom I call the “wise ones” seem to be telling us (at least those of us in the industrialized world) that we have succumbed to a soulless materialism that will ultimately do us all in. This may explain why the aliens do not pass on to us any of their technological secrets. Why should they, if we cannot manage properly the technology we already have? On this point, I am haunted by Albert Schweitzer’s statement that “Man has lost the capacity to foresee and to forestall. He will end by destroying the earth” (Quoted by Rachel Carson in Silent Spring, 1962).

I have tried to explain my own views in two entries: ‘Projection/Warning Theory of UFOs and ETs’ and ‘Story’s UFO “Observations”.’ Like never before, we seem to have come to a crossroads in our evolution that will determine whether we enter heaven or hell for real. We must learn to read the sense within the nonsense and begin to implement the wisdom of the ages (whether it comes from angels or aliens): the wisdom we all know, but do not practice. According to my interpretation, the bottom line is that we are always engaged in a war of good and evil forces – at all times and in all places.

While it is easy to poke fun at the “contactees” and “abductees”, I believe it is wiser to examine the meaning behind it all. I think that most things happen for a reason, and that includes the UFO phenomenon and the experiences that are part of it. Of course it is easy to debunk so many of the stories as complete nonsense. But I think it behooves us to interpret the phenomenon – as one would interpret a dream – and seek to understand its underlying message.



—RONALD D.STORY
(2002)


A

Abducted: Confrontations with Beings from Outer Space (Berkley, 1977). Coral and Jim Lorenzen examine eight alien abduction cases and find a pattern of aliens seeking cultural knowledge about humans. They seem particularly interested in learning more about human emotions. The Lorenzen’s warn that every human on the planet is a potential kidnap victim.

—RANDALL FITZGERALD

abduction The phenomenon of forcible, involuntary capture of a human being by an apparently self-serving alien, generally of the “Gray” morphology, but also including “Nordic” and reptilian types. Those who have experienced this may be termed “abductees” or “experiencers,” and often report strong feelings of violation, trauma, and terror. Abduction scenarios commonly include missing time, transfer to a new locale, physical examination and implantation, and human-alien hybridization. It is a global phenomenon, but appears more commonly in American ET contact cases.

—SCOTT MANDELKER

Abduction: Human Encounters with Aliens (Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1994). With this book Harvard University professor of psychiatry John E. Mack became the most reputable figure in science or medicine to profess a belief in the reality of the alien abduction phenomenon. He put seventy-six abductees through hypnosis, including thirteen persons whose cases are used in this book, and found consistent patterns in their accounts down to tiny details. The purpose of these abductions and the collection of eggs and sperm from abductees seems to be “genetic engineering for the purpose of creating human/alien hybrid offspring.” Another goal of this alien program is the alteration of human consciousness to change our perceptions of ourselves as a species.

—RANDALL FITZGERALD

Abduction Transcription Project In 1992, Dan Wright (Deputy Director for the Mutual UFO Network) devised the Abduction Transcription Project on MUFON’s behalf. Project participants over the next six years included twenty psychiatrists, psychologists, and others who recorded regressive hypnosis sessions to elicit memories of alien abduction. A corps of MUFON volunteers ultimately transcribed 930 audio cassettes, involving 265 separate cases, to promote advanced research.

Wright created a 300-page index of key words and phrases from those sessions—some 2000-plus separate elements. The entries described entity appearances, actions and communications; details of the interior and exterior of alien ships viewed during abduction experiences; medical equipment, instruments and procedures employed; resulting physical effects on the subjects’ anatomies; and particular psychic abilities and other paranormal events seemingly related to the abduction episodes.

At the 1997 MUFON International UFO Symposium, Wright offered an overview of his findings to that point regarding 254 abduction cases. His conclusions addressed five themes present in human-alien interactions:

SEX AND REPRODUCTION


1) Various entity types have a keen interest in human sexuality and reproduction. This is evidenced by a preponderance of instances involving the harvesting of human male sperm; removal of ova and/or uterine tissue from human females as well as the implantation of embryos and later removal of partially gestated fetuses; forced intercourse between the subjects and entities or other human captives; maintenance of “nurseries” onboard with gestation receptacles and/or newborns; and forced breast feeding of “hybrid” and other newborns.

DUAL IDENTITY


2) A substantial share of abductees sense an “alien connection” from a realm ostensibly outside this conscious life. Attendant to this conviction is a certainty of protection against untimely death, an entity’s conveyance that the subject is “special” or “chosen,” or an episode in which the individual seemingly realizes she or he is in a nonhuman form in the company of entities with similar appearance.

SENSE OF MISSION


3) Many abductees relate being told by aliens of a “mission” to perform at some unspecified future time and/or having received technical instruction. They relate episodes of memorizing ambiguous computer graphics, learning specifics of an alien ship’s technical operations, and/or being told that they will intuitively know where to be at a point in time to begin an unexplained assignment.

WORLD CATASTROPHES


4) A substantial share of the abduction subjects describe an impending geophysical disaster to befall the Earth, as shown or told to them aboard a ship. Predominant among that cataclysmic imagery are a tilting of Earth’s axis and/or earthquakes and volcanoes unprecedented in scope within recorded history, vast regions of the landscape on fire, and massive tidal waves inundating coastlines.

MILITARY INVOLVEMENT


5) A disturbing number of subjects in the project claim the U.S. military-intelligence apparatus is directly involved in, or has acquiesced in, an alien program of human abductions. They report (a) underground alien or shared government-alien facilities; (b) military personnel acting in concert with alien beings; and/or (c) military personnel abducting them, or aerial harassment by unmarked helicopters of their homes, in the aftermath of alien abductions.

Based on the repetition of unpublicized details arising in the transcripts he has reviewed, Wright concludes that human abductions by alien life forms are a reality. He is confidant that the various entity types described arise from multiple places and are not necessarily all working in concert. Short of a startling admission by one or more governments on our planet, he doubts that the full truth of alien intrusion can ever be known.

—ETEP STAFF

POSTSCRIPT: While “abductionists” such as Budd Hopkins, David Jacobs, and Harvard University’s Dr. John Mack have achieved fame (and fortune) as experts on the UFO-abduction phenomenon, the efforts of little-known researcher Dan Wright have provided more scientifically useful insights into the true nature of the phenomenon than all other abductionists combined. Wright heads a MUFON (Mutual UFO Network) committee which painstakingly transcribes the tales told by abductees—typically under hypnosis—which Wright then analyzes in a search for patterns. The results of Wright’s latest analysis were reported at MUFON’s recent conference in Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Wright’s latest analysis is based on 906 taped transcripts of 254 alleged abductions obtained from 20 abduction researchers. These included David Jacobs, but Budd Hopkins and John Mack did not participate. Wright’s recent report reveals a significant gender pattern. Of the 254 subjects, 64 percent were female, 30 percent were male and 6 percent involved couples.

During the supposed abductions, 54 percent of the female subjects reported being subjected to some gynecological procedure. Of these, 19 percent reported having a fetus aborted, while 7 percent reported having an embryo implanted in their womb. Nearly a third reported having ova or tissue removed. (But 46 percent reported no ET interest in such matters.)

The transcripts also revealed that 32 percent of the male subjects reported having sperm extracted, or implied that such had occurred. (Seemingly, more than two-thirds of the male abductees failed to meet ET standards to “father” a hybrid.

4 percent of the female subjects reported being forced to engage in sexual intercourse with ETs, one by a “short greenish-brown reptilian” who was trying to arouse her with its “metal claws.” One male subject reported being forced to engage in sex with another male abductee.

11 percent of the female subjects reported they had breast-fed a hybrid baby, even though none of them had been pregnant or lactating at the time.

17 percent reported one or more of the following: underground government, alien, or shared government-alien facilities; government personnel acting in concert with alien beings; government intrusion or harassment during an alien abduction.

WRIGHT’S CONCLUSIONS


Although Wright acknowledges his belief in the reality of UFO abductions, he offers a wise caveat. “Regressive hypnosis, the cornerstone of the Abduction Transcription Project, offers only evidence—not proof—of alien abductions. Some of the people in the study might have a penchant for fantasies or a need to be part of an exclusive ‘club.’ Moreover, many were less than carte blanche subjects, having read one or more abduction-related books prior to undergoing hypnosis sessions.”

What convinces Wright of the reality of UFO abductions are the “details, sequences, cause and effect. These to the author are the proofs of an alien abduction reality.”

He cites the following as an example: “Dozens of subjects said they were shown one or more infants or a room full of incubating fetuses. But, if these were only copycat images, how is it that each person placed the ‘baby’ presentation sequentially after—never before—procedures on an examining table. No book or TV documentary has emphasized that.” However, this author suggests the contrary: that overall, most contemporary books and TV shows essentially do follow the traditional scenario with the examination first.

Possibly Wright’s most significant commentary appears early in his MUFON paper: “Regressive hypnosis cannot irrefutably uncover truth stemming from significant events in one’s life. Whether such episodes entail emotional or sexual abuse, a fanciful personality, or some other prosaic explanation, the subjects in this project nonetheless have concluded that unearthly beings are responsible for their recovered memories. Further, in that there are no conclusive means to discern fact from fiction in their recorded accounts, no greater weight is given to a particular case over any other.”

Thus, it is impossible to determine from the content of the tales whether all 254 abduction accounts are literally true, or if some are true and some are fantasy—or if all are fantasy. No “abductee” claim is so wild as to prompt Wright to label it as fantasy.

—PHILIP J. KLASS

abductions Also known as Close Encounters of the Fourth Kind (CE-IV events), these experiences typically include: (1) capture by alien beings, (2) time spent aboard a spaceship, and (3) bizarre, sometimes gruesome medical examinations.

Abduction reports are relative newcomers to UFO lore. John G. Fuller introduced the story of Barney and Betty Hill in his book, The Interrupted Journey, in 1966, making the Hill case the prototypical and most familiar abduction—though not the first on record.

Brazilian farmer, Antonio Villas Boas, described an abduction to UFOlogists in early 1958, but they suppressed his report because of the sensationalistic claim that an alien woman seduced him. The Villas Boas and Hill cases share significant points in common even though neither case could have influenced the other. Subsequent witnesses have claimed abduction dates in the 1950s and earlier, but the Villas Boas and Hill reports were the first documented accounts.

Despite the popularity of Fuller’s book, abduction accounts remained scarce for many years. Herbert Schirmer received some media attention in 1967; and in 1973, a report from Pascagoula, Mississippi, made the national news when two shipyard workers, Charles Hickson and Calvin Parker, reported they had been captured by three mummy-like beings.

Then in November of 1975, Travis Walton of Snowflake, Arizona, disappeared for five days and returned with an abduction story destined for national notoriety.

After the mid-1970s a growing trickle of people stepped forward to describe fragmentary, half-hidden memories of troubling UFO encounters. Coral and Jim Lorenzen, Dr. Leo Sprinkle, Dr. James Harder, Raymond Fowler, Walter Webb, Ann Druffel, Jenny Randles, D. Scott Rogo and other investigators began to specialize in these reports. With the help of hypnotists they sometimes recovered abduction accounts from an hour or two when the witness’s memory failed.

A breakthrough came late in the decade when Budd Hopkins teamed with professional hypnotists to explore periods of memory lapse connected not just with sightings of mysterious lights but with less specific experiences, such as a stretch of roadway or a childhood recollection that provoked unaccountable anxieties. Where he found a memory gap, he often discovered an abduction, and this new realization that the phenomenon spread further than anyone suspected became the central message of his first book, Missing Time (1981).

Throughout the 1980s, the abduction phenomenon continued to rise to the forefront of UFOlogy. Investigation of Betty Andreasson uncovered not just one event but a lifelong series of alien encounters extending back into her childhood.

Another account, from the Tujunga Canyon area of California, led to the discovery of a series of abductions among five female acquaintances. In his second book, Intruders (1987), Hopkins told of a young Indianapolis woman being impregnated by aliens who removed the fetus, then later during another abduction introduced her to the child—a human-alien hybrid.

Author Whitley Strieber proved the famous were vulnerable as well and spread awareness of abductions further than ever before with his bestselling book, Communion (1987).
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Strieber’s “visitor” became an icon
after its appearance in 1987
on the cover of Communion.

Some 300 cases had entered the literature by 1985, followed by another 500 over the next six years. An OMNI magazine survey in December 1987 drew some 1,200 responses from people describing abductions or abduction-like symptoms, while a Roper Poll carried out in 1992 found abduction-related experiences so common that a conservative extrapolation implicated some 2 percent of the U.S. population as likely abductees.

The subject attracted an increasingly distinguished scholarly following—both for and against—during the 1990s. Historian Dr. David M. Jacobs turned investigator and described the recurrent order he found among abductee accounts in Secret Life (1992); he then proposed hybridization and eventual alien domination of the earth to be the purpose behind these encounters in The Threat (1998).

Harvard psychiatrist, Dr. John E. Mack, also became an investigator convinced that the phenomenon is literally true, but found it benign: an interaction working to change human consciousness from materialism to a more spiritual orientation. He published his findings in Abduction (1994) and underwent a university-sponsored investigation by colleagues who suspected him of unscientific procedures.

Abductees, investigators, and researchers gathered for the Abduction Study Conference Held at MIT in 1992: an attempt to synthesize accumulated knowledge and plot future research summarized in the proceedings, Alien Discussions (1994). Noted writer, C. D. B. Bryan, observed the conference and presented his sympathetic impressions in Close Encounters of the Fourth Kind (1995).

Another trend of the decade has been a willingness of abductees to follow in the footsteps of Whitley Strieber and tell their own stories in print. The list includes Karla Turner, Katharina Wilson, Debbie Jordan, Travis Walton, Beth Collings and Anna Jamerson. Abduction research has become an organized subdiscipline of UFOlogy, with Budd Hopkins’s Intruders Foundation, John Mack’s Program for Extraordinary Experience Research (PEER), and the Fund for UFO Research sponsoring programs to explore physical and psychological clues to the nature of the phenomenon.

Most abduction reports originate in North America, but the phenomenon is worldwide with South America, Britain, and Australia producing numerous reports. A growing number of cases have emerged from continental Europe and the former Soviet Union, while Africa and Asia have begun to contribute reports as well.

Though most abductions involve a single witness, perhaps one fourth are multiplewitness cases, with three or more individuals sometimes taken at once. Abductees come from all walks of life, all levels of education, and all lines of work. Males and females seem about equally prone to the experience. Psychological tests of abductees have failed to uncover any overt mental illness—though their profiles indicate some of the insecurities characteristic of crime victims. Perhaps the most remarkable characteristic of abductees is their age distribution. Anyone from children to the elderly may be abducted, but by far the most abductees are less than 35 years of age when first taken.

Hypnosis became standard operating procedure to probe a period of missing time with Barney and Betty Hill, and this technique remains the most successful way to lift amnesia or remove an apparent mental block and release memories of an abduction experience. Some two-thirds to three-fourths of the known cases have included this controversial procedure, though some witnesses, such as Charles Hickson, recall everything clearly from the start.

In other instances lost memories return spontaneously within days, weeks, or months; or emerge in dreams or nightmares. Many witnesses retain some memories with hypnosis serving only to fill in minor details.

However the story emerges, the accounts seem remarkably alike. Reports contain a maximum of eight episodes:

1)   Capture. Alien beings capture a human to take aboard a spaceship.

2)   Examination. The beings subject their captive to a medical examination.

3)   Conference. A meeting, lecture, or schooling session follows.

4)   Tour. The witness is treated to a sightseeing tour of the ship.

5)   Otherworldly Journey. The beings fly the witness to an otherworldly environment.

6)   Theophany. The witness meets a divine being or has a religious experience.

7)   Return. The witness returns to Earth and resumes normal activities.

8)   Aftermath. Aftereffects of the abduction influence the witness for weeks or years to come.

Complex order extends to the capture and examination episodes as well. The capture scenario begins with some abductees taken while driving, usually in a remote area; others while at home or in bed; still others while outdoors in the open.

Aliens or their UFO first appear, then silence and stillness settle over the physical world while abductees lose the will to resist and paralysis creeps over their bodies. The beings float their captives to the ship or a beam of light draws them up and they enter suddenly, with a momentary lapse of memory.

Once the examination begins, it also follows a set course as the witness undresses and lies on a table, then the beings perform a manual examination and an eye-like device scans the witness’s body. Instrumental procedures follow, then the beings take samples of bodily materials and procedures concerned with the reproductive organs, neurological system, and emotions or behavior follow in sequence.

The neurological examination may include placing an implant within the body, often the head region of the witness. One being stares into the eyes of the witness at close range and for a prolonged period during the examination.

The beings usually communicate by telepathy and limit the conversation to instructions until the examination is completed. A conference allowing for some degree of talk may follow. This conference may simply extend the behavioral examination and explore human reactions to projected images or dramatic scenes.

In other cases a formal and distinct conference episode brings the witness face-to-face with an alien for questions and answers or to a lecture hall to hear some sort of lesson. The beings often warn of a time of tribulation ahead and prophesy disasters to come, and may school the witness for an obscure mission to be performed “when the time is right.”

In recent years some abductees have reported visits to a room filled with fetuses floating in tanks, or being presented with a hybrid infant or child and encouraged to hold, play with, or “nurture” it. If the witness travels with the beings, the destination is otherworldly—but not necessarily another planet. A short trip brings the ship to an underground or undersea location: a subterranean world of great beauty but no sunlight, only a uniformly lighted sky. If the other-world is another planet, it is often dark and desolate, showing signs of ruin and destruction.

Three stages of aftereffects make up the aftermath episode. (1) Immediate aftereffects last a week or so and include physical conditions such as reddened eyes, sunburned skin, puncture wounds, dehydration, and nausea. (2) Intermediate aftereffects follow in a week or so and are mostly psychological, with nightmares and anxiety attacks being the most common. (3) Long-term consequences may span years and include a major restructuring of the abductee’s personality, for better or worse. Abductees may develop psychic powers and experience paranormal events; in time they develop new interests and habits leading to a change of careers and lifestyles. Further abductions are common sequels.

Few reports contain every possible episode or every possible event within an episode. Out of 300 reports, capture and examination were by far the most common, while theophanies occurred in only six cases. A remarkable consistency characterizes one report after another. Whenever an episode or event occurs, it follows the prescribed order in most cases, despite the absence of any logical obligation for a conference to always follow an examination or a scan to precede sample-taking. The reasonable expectation that a fantasized story would reflect the creative imagination and personal needs of the storyteller is not realized in abduction accounts. Their fidelity to a fixed order seems an integral part of the phenomenon.

The descriptive content also persists from report to report. The craft is usually a thick disk with an examination room inside. This room has rounded walls and a domed roof, a uniform fluorescence, and misty or heavy air accompanied by a chilly temperature.

Doors often open out of nowhere and disappear when they close, leaving no seam. Humanoids, humans, and monsters occupy the craft. Monsters are quite rare and human-like entities appear in no more than a fourth of the crews. Most occupants are humanoids, some tall and some short, but by far the majority represents a single type: the “standard” humanoid.

This being is three to five feet tall and has a fetal appearance, with a large rounded cranium tapering to a pointed chin and a face dominated by enormous eyes that extend around the side of the head in a “wraparound” effect. The other facial features are vestigial—the mouth is a mere hole or slit, the nose only air-holes, the ears nonexistent or holes at most. The skin is usually gray and fungus-like, as if never exposed to sunlight, and completely hairless.

Sexual distinctions are seldom reported and most of these beings seem neuter. Some humanoids are robust but most appear frail, sometimes with unusually thin necks and long arms. They walk with stiff or clumsy steps but more often glide or float, and use telepathy to communicate with captives. One being is usually a little taller than the rest and serves as a leader or liaison, and may become familiar to the abductee.

Though polite, the outward courtesy of the beings hides an innate coldness. They show little concern or understanding for human feelings and care only for accomplishing their mission.

A surrealistic atmosphere surrounds abduction, from the vacuum-like cessation of sound and traffic at the beginning to the apparitions and Men in Black that sometimes haunt abductees long after the encounter. The most celebrated effect is time lapse, a loss of memory covering the period from the early stages of capture until the abductee returns to a normal environment.

Another striking effect is the flotation many abductees report. They also experience some sort of mental impairment while in captivity, an inappropriate docility or peacefulness alternating with a sense of terror. The beings usually exert something like a hypnotic influence to restore this unnatural tranquility when it weakens, or accomplish an instant relief of pain with a touch on the forehead.

Proponents of a physical phenomenon sometimes explain abduction as the result of alien visitors satisfying their scientific curiosity. Another solution that accepts alien visitors also takes into account the apparent large number of abductions, the focus on reproduction, and the deceitfulness of the aliens to conclude that they come from a planet in trouble. They face extinction and need us or our planet to forestall their fate. By collecting eggs and sperm the aliens gather the genetic materials necessary to reinvigorate their stock or hybridize with earthlings, while any altruistic pose of preparing the earth for a future catastrophe simply hides the true selfish purpose of abductions.

A more favorable viewpoint, expressed in various ways by Sprinkle, Strieber, Mack, Kenneth Ring, John Keel, and Jacques Vallee, takes into account the baffling, surreal, seemingly paraphysical aspects of the phenomenon and interprets abduction as an effort of aliens or a cosmic mind to alter human consciousness. The effort may proceed with benign intent or with blind indifference, but the end result is a fundamental reordering of human thought, perhaps an acceptance of cosmic citizenship, perhaps a new sense of unity for humans with earth and cosmos, or perhaps merely a change with no clear direction.

Skeptics note that abductions resemble fairy legends and near-death experiences. These similarities suggest a psychological source underlying the story content. Dr. Alvin Lawson experimented with non-abductees who told abduction-like stories when questioned under hypnosis and proposed that abduction content originates in memory of the birth experience. Other doubters blame hypnosis, pointing out that a hypnotized subject is highly suggestible and responds to cues from investigators eager to find an abduction.

Leading UFO debunker, Philip J. Klass, argues that subjects familiar with media portrayals of abduction either fabricate the story or fantasize the narrative in response to leading questions. The possibility that false memory syndrome provokes accusations of child abuse and satanic ritual abuse, as well as abduction claims, has generated an extensive literature of psychological and skeptical commentary during the 1990s.

Comparative study leaves no explanation entirely satisfactory. The skeptics who blame hypnosis must explain the cases retrieved without its help, while the order and details in the reports seem to recur too often for passing familiarity to explain. The tenaciousness of a single order and similar descriptions in report after report defies the usual process of variation characteristic of folk narratives or personal fantasies.

Abduction reports also demonstrate a deep coherency, since the aliens manifest an interest in reproduction at the same time as they explain outright that their planet has lost its fertility. Anyone with a casual knowledge of the abduction story might pick up these clues. Yet the reports also include a preference for youthful captives, rejection of the old or infertile as unsuitable, the devastation of the otherworld, and the unhealthy appearance of the beings themselves.

Pieces of the puzzle interlock into a meaningful picture, although this is not immediately evident. Rather, a meaningful whole appears only after comparing many more cases than most people ever examine. The same themes appear in various guises to reinforce the verisimilitude of the abduction story, and a coherent picture is undeniable.

On the other hand, aliens advanced enough to create hybrids but obliged to steal the raw materials to do so seem implausible. With all the implants, missing fetuses, and aliens on patrol that abduction claims require, lack of creditable physical evidence that can be unequivocally connected to alien beings raises doubts as well.

The mysteries of human memory and suggestibility open other paths to explore before the reality of abduction claims become acceptable. In any balanced evaluation the issue of abductions remains far from resolution.

—THOMAS EDDIE BULLARD
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Above Top Secret (Sidgwick and Jackson/William Morrow, 1987). British researcher Timothy Good summarizes or reprints UFO reports and government documents from ten nations in an attempt to prove a massive worldwide cover-up of the truth about UFOs. Good also spends a chapter trying to rehabilitate the reputation and credibility of Frank Scully, whose book in 1950 claimed that a spacecraft with alien bodies crashed in New Mexico.

—RANDALL FITZGERALD

Adamski, George (1891-1965). A Polish immigrant, without formal education, who was the first to widely publicize his alleged contacts with people from outer space. His bestselling book, Flying Saucers Have Landed (coauthored with Desmond Leslie), and its sequels, made him the best-known of all the “contactees,” several dozen of which followed his lead.

He is described by his disciples (the present-day George Adamski Foundation, based in Vista, California) as a (former) “author-lecturer on Unidentified Flying Objects, space travel, Cosmic Philosophy and Universal Laws of Life.” As a child, Adamski is said to have had a deep feeling of reverence for nature and to have often pondered great philosophical questions about the interrelationship between the rest of nature and man. He was often referred to in written accounts as “Professor” Adamski, which he said was an honorary title bestowed upon him by his students. However, a significant portion of the general public was misled into believing that he was an accredited scientist.
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George Adamski

According to Frank Edwards, writing in Flying Saucers—Here and Now! (1967): “Prior to becoming associated with a hamburger stand on the road to Mount Palomar, George had worked in a hamburger stand as a grill cook. With this scientific background he wrote, in his spare time, a document which he called An Imaginary Trip to the Moon, Venus and Mars. He voluntarily listed it with the Library of Congress for copyright purposes as a work of fiction.” Edwards claims to have read the manuscript, which he said was later offered, in revised form, as a factual account of Adamski’s contact experiences.

Jerome Clark reports a similar story in his book The Unidentified (co-authored with Loren Coleman): “Ray Palmer has maintained for years that back in 1946, when he edited Amazing Stories, he rejected a manuscript Adamski had submitted. The story, which did not pretend to be anything but fantasy, concerned Jesus Christ’s landing on earth in a spaceship. In 1953, when Palmer read Flying Saucers Have Landed, he was amazed to discover that the new story was really the old one updated, with Jesus now a Venusian and the spaceship a flying saucer.” (Clark and Coleman, 1975)

Adamski claimed to have seen his first “spaceship” on October 9, 1946, over his California home in Palomar Gardens. It was a dirigible-shaped “Mother Ship,” he said, which carried the smaller “flying saucers,” or “Scout craft,” inside. Then in August of 1947, 184 saucers allegedly passed over the slopes of Palomar again, as Adamski watched.

It was not until November 20, 1952, that the first face-to-face meeting reportedly occurred between Adamski and his “space friends,” as he sometimes called them. The location of this historic event was said to be near Desert Center, in the California desert. Also present were six witnesses who later signed a sworn affidavit. A detailed account of the incident, in which Adamski meets Orthon, a man from Venus, appears in Flying Saucers Have Landed (1953).

Briefly, the supposed event can be described as follows: Orthon’s saucer descends from a huge “Mother Ship,” hovering high above. After landing on a nearby hill, the Venusian walks over to Adamski, who remains calm and cool throughout the entire episode. Orthon was described as smooth-skinned, beardless, and well dressed. He had shoulder-length blond hair, was about five feet six inches tall, and wore what looked like a ski suit with a broad belt around the waist.

The Venusian began communicating by telepathy, informing Adamski of the Space Peoples’ friendly intentions and concern over “radiations from our nuclear tests.” It was made clear to George that we earthlings had better start living according to the laws of the “Creator of All,” which, of course, had been taught all along by “Professor” Adamski. After about one hour had elapsed, Orthon returned to his ship and buzzed away.
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Cover art from Adamski’s first book,
Flying Saucers Have Landed (1953)

Many more contacts were to follow, including rides into space and lengthy dialogues with other spacemen (such as Firkon, a Martian, and Ramu, a Saturnian), which were recounted verbatim—without a tape recorder—in Adamski’s second book Inside the Space Ships (1955).

Back on Earth, Adamski was in great demand for lectures, radio and TV appearances, as well as countless interviews for newspapers and magazines. He toured the world, speaking to millions of people, and was reportedly granted private audiences with Queen Juliana of the Netherlands and Pope John XXIII.

In October, 1957, UFO researcher James W. Moseley (now editor of Saucer Smear, formerly Saucer News) published a damaging exposé of Adamski’s claims, based on personal interviews with Adamski and most of his close friends and co-workers. Among other interesting tidbits, Moseley made the following points:

1. Adamski’s first book misquoted a number of people regarding statements they supposedly made in support of his claims.

2. The six “witnesses” at the November 20, 1952, “Desert Contact” all had backgrounds as UFO believers, had no special expertise, and did not see enough detail to vouch for the reality of the incident. Some of them later admitted this.

3. The “Desert Contact” was not accidental as claimed, but was pre-planned from detailed information and instructions that Adamski tape recorded and played for several co-workers, about a week before the incident took place.

4. In a letter to a close friend, which Moseley obtained, Adamski wrote: “Sometimes you have to use the back door to get the Truth across.”

On Adamski’s behalf, it can be said that he was trying to get across certain truths—regardless of whether they were coming from the “space brothers” or ancient philosophers on Earth. As one reads Inside the Space Ships, especially, what is strikingly evident are the obvious metaphors on every page. This may be the point that Desmond Leslie intended in the foreword to the book when he said: “We are in no position to sit and split hairs when the very foundations of this planet are teetering on disaster. Read, then, the following with an open mind and see whether the light of its teaching rings true.” (Adamski, 1955)

To a Jungian, Adamski’s tour of the space ship becomes a treasure trove of technological metaphors coinciding with virtually every principle of mystical truth found in the philosophica perennis—or Perennial Philosophy—and in the Holy Bible: the all-seeing “Eye of God,” warnings about idolatry, the importance of self-knowledge, warnings about egotism and self-seeking, respect for natural law and the need for harmony with nature, respect for the planet and other life-forms, unity and altruism, the reconciliation of opposites, microcosm and macrocosm, oneness with the universe, death and rebirth, the law of balance, karma and the Golden Rule, and cosmic understanding, in general.

Examples of technological metaphors include: light as enlightenment; a giant lens as the “Eye of God”; the power of the space ship as the power of the mind; space travel as ascension; the secrets of space travel as the secrets of life; interplanetary travel as connecting the “gods” (for which the planets were named), which can be interpreted as integrating the potentialities within us; the speed of light as the speed of truth (or thought); and telepathy as a symbol for total honesty.

As sociologist David Stupple cleverly pointed out, Adamski and most of the other leading contactees of the 1950s were utopians. “George Adamski had a vision of a better world, and that vision apparently became reality for him.” (Stupple, 1980)

After a successful twelve years as a famous celebrity, Adamski died of a heart attack on April 23, 1965, in Washington, D.C.

—RONALD D. STORY
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Aerial Phenomena Research Organization (APRO) APRO was founded in January 1952 by a Wisconsin couple, Jim (Leslie James) and Coral E. Lorenzen who later moved to Alamogordo, New Mexico, and finally to Tucson, Arizona, where the organization was based until it was dissolved in 1988.

The organization was based on the premise that the UFO phenomenon is important enough to warrant an objective, scientific investigation. Toward this end APRO became a pacesetter in many ways.

APRO was the first organization of its kind in the world in that it always maintained representatives in most foreign countries who kept headquarters in Tucson informed concerning UFO activity around the globe. About 10 percent of its membership were outside the United States.

In 1956, APRO began to recruit scientific personnel to investigate and evaluate cases, rather than depend on newspaper clippings as source material. A Field Investigators Network, composed of selected APRO members was spread across North America and extending overseas. These members investigated UFO cases and forwarded the results to headquarters. The advice of APRO’s consultants in their various fields of specialization was relied upon to indicate appropriate areas and direction of research.

The general membership would furnish leads to be referred to Field Investigators for follow-up. Current UFO reports, results of various projects, editorial commentaries and other features were carried in the monthly APRO Bulletin. The first issue of the APRO Bulletin was published in June 1952 and ran through most of 1987.

In 1957, APRO began building its international staff as well as its scientific consulting staff. At one time, the organization had forty-two scientists on its consulting panels—listed under four general categories: biological, medical, physical, and social sciences—and foreign representatives in forty-seven different countries.

APRO proved to be a pacesetter in other areas as well. The concept of specially selected Field Investigators originated with APRO, and in 1971 it was the first private UFO research organization to sponsor a scientific symposium on UFOs.

In 1968, APRO initiated the Field Investigator Network system, which was later adopted by both MUFON (the Mutual UFO Network) and CUFOS (the Center for UFO Studies).

In 1970, APRO published the first Field Investigator’s manual. The first UFO Conference was held in Peoria, Illinois in 1970, sponsored by APRO and the local Peoria Research Group. MUFON surfaced the same year when its leader, Walt Andrus, decided that he wanted his own group.

APRO enjoyed considerable success during the late 1960s while UFOs were leading law enforcement officers and the general public in a merry chase that resulted in the appointment of the Condon Committee, under contract to the U.S. Air Force.

When the Condon Committee closed its doors and issued its final report in 1968, the Air Force followed suit and announced its disengagement with the UFO problem in December 1969.
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The last large UFO research group came upon the scene in 1973, when Dr, J. Allen Hynek founded the Center for UFO Studies. Between 1963 and 1973, Dr. Hynek contacted the top men in the UFO field around the world and to establish the nucleus of CUFOS. Both MUFON and CUFOS are similar to APRO in their organizational structure and methodology.

Perhaps most significantly, APRO was a pacesetter in the overall modern trend in UFOlogy relating to close encounters of the third and fourth kinds (CE-3s and CE-4s): entities and abductions. From the time the first cases were publicized in the 1960s, APRO supported the idea of UFO “occupants” or “entities,” as the Lorenzens called them, while rejecting most “contactee” claims.

—ETEP STAFF

Aetherius Society An international metaphysical, scientific, and religious organization, the Aetherius Society was founded in London, England, in 1956 by Dr. George King, Ph.D. (1919-1997). The American headquarters (in California) was established in 1960, and there are other branches in Detroit, Australia, West Africa, and throughout the British Isles.

The society bases its beliefs upon the contact Dr. King is said to have had with highly evolved “Masters” on other planets—mostly within this solar system—and the more than six hundred communications, or “Transmissions,” he has allegedly received from them. King claims that he was first contacted, one morning in May 1954, by a “voice from space” that said. “Prepare yourself! You are to become the Voice of Interplanetary Parliament.” Thus, the thirty-five-year-old Englishman became the “Primary Terrestrial Mental Channel” by authority of the voice which (he later discovered) belonged to a thirty-five-hundred-year-old Venusian Master called Aetherius (a pseudonym meaning “One Who comes from Outer Space”). Aetherius and other members of the “Hierarchy of the Solar System” had an urgent message to give to Earth through the unique Yogic mediumship of George King, and in 1955 a series of “Cosmic Transmissions” began, which continued throughout his life.

To receive them, King would go into a samadhic trance in which the consciousness is supposedly raised to a high “Psychic Center.” A telepathic beam of thought was placed on him by the communicator, and the message was received and transmitted through King’s brain and voice box, emerging in the form of slow-spoken, resonant English. All messages are preserved on audio tape.

The messages include warnings against the use of nuclear energy in any form and exhortations to put the world in order by returning to the “Cosmic Laws” as taught by great Masters such as Jesus, Buddha, and Krishna—all of whom are said to have come from other planets.

Life on the other planets is described as free from war, hatred, disease, want, and ignorance. The inhabitants have perfected spacecraft that can traverse the galaxy and beyond. Some of these craft, engaged in metaphysical operations around the Earth, have been termed “flying saucers.”

Among their supposed missions were the following: to protect us from outside interference from hostile races, to monitor all changes in the environment and geophysical structure of the planet, and to help clear up harmful radiation in the atmosphere.

King stated that without flying saucers the world would be lifeless. Messages from the commanders of some of the craft indicate that mankind is the “problem child” of the solar system and an area of vulnerability in an otherwise well-protected sector of the galaxy. This is of special importance to the Aetherius Society in view of its belief that an intergalactic conflict is now in progress.

The society also believes in reincarnation and teaches that mankind itself originally came from another planet in this solar system, which is now the asteroid belt between Mars and Jupiter. Our original home planet is said to have been destroyed by a total atomic chain reaction, and mankind was reincarnated on Earth some 18 million years ago.

According to the society’s beliefs, two previous civilizations on Earth, Lemuria and Atlantis, also perished due to an atomic war, and the Cosmic Masters are now actively concerned with preventing a third such catastrophe. It is further maintained that specially trained interplanetary Adepts are on Earth engaged in a cleansing operation to eliminate the centers of evil, which have dominated the world for eons and seek to eventually enslave all of mankind.

The plan will culminate with the arrival of an extraterrestrial Master from a flying saucer some time in the not-too-distant future. When this happens, all people on Earth will be offered the choice of following the laws of God and entering a New Age of peace and enlightenment, or rejecting the laws and passing through death to a younger planet where they will relearn the lessons of life.

The Aetherius Society has published many texts of the Transmissions and also produces a full range of cassette tapes explaining the theory and practice of Cosmic metaphysics. The society organizes lectures, seminars, and other events to publicize the Teachings of the Cosmic Masters.
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AFR (Air Force Regulation) 190-1 Issued on August 30, 1991, by the Secretary of the United States Air Force to update the official USAF policy on Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOs):

a. The following statement may be used in response to queries: Project Blue Book, the Air Force study of UFOs, ended in 1969, after 22 years of scientific investigation. More than 12,500 reported sightings were investigated; the vast majority—about 95 percent—were explainable. They were caused by such natural phenomena as meteors, satellites, aircraft, lightning, balloons, weather conditions, reflections of other planets, or just plain hoaxes. Of the very few that remained unexplained, there was no indication of a technology beyond our own scientific knowledge, or that any sighting could be considered an extraterrestrial vehicle. Most importantly, throughout Project Blue Book, there was never a shred of evidence to indicate a threat to our national security. Project Blue Book was ended based on these findings, as verified by a scientific study prepared by the University of Colorado, and further verified by the National Academy of Sciences. All of the Project Blue Book materials were turned over to the Modern Military Branch, National Archives and Records Administration, 8th Street and Pennsylvania, Wash DC 20408, and are available for public review and analysis.

b. Individuals alleging current sighting[s] should be referred, without comment, to local law enforcement officials.

—U.S. AIR FORCE

airship wave of 1896 The first major UFO wave in recorded history took place in 1896 (several years prior to any officially documented flights of airplanes or powered airships of any kind in the United States), beginning in November, with reports mostly confined to the state of California but involving also Washington State and Canada to a lesser degree.
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This woodcut appeared in an 1896 newspaper
to illustrate the phantom “airship” that
was seen before its time.

A mystery light was first reported in the night sky over the capitol city of Sacramento on the evening of November 17, 1896. Local newspapers ran such headlines as: A WANDERING APPARITION, A QUEER PHENOMENON, and WHAT WAS IT? It was said that due to a heavy overcast on the evening of the first sighting, very little detail could be observed. The majority of alleged witnesses reported only a light source, but a few were said to have seen, in addition, a dark body of some sort above the luminous point (according to newspaper accounts).

The strange flying light appeared a second time, so the story goes, on the evening of November 21st, at which time the public and press are said to have taken the phenomenon much more seriously. Reportedly, witnesses to the second passage included a sizable number of the citizens of Sacramento, but, as before, a dark, cloudy sky masked any detail that would explain how the light was being carried through the atmosphere.

Soon after the light passed out of sight, it was reportedly seen over the city of Folsom, some twenty miles to the west. Later that night, reports of lights in the heavens came in from the San Francisco Bay area.

Unexplained flying lights and the story of the sighting of an airship by one R. L. Lowry prompted a San Francisco attorney to “disclose” that a man had supposedly contacted him some months earlier for legal advice concerning the “world’s first practical airship,” a craft that the supposed inventor asserted he had nearly completed. Flashing impressive blueprints and boasting of strong financial backing, the inventor convinced the attorney that the airship would soon be operational. The attorney, a George D. Collins, told the press that, in his opinion, the phenomenon in the skies over Sacramento must have been his client conducting nocturnal test flights before making an official announcement of his secret invention. This suggestion, a reasonable one in the minds of many, was given extensive publicity by San Francisco newspapers, stirring up imaginations all over California. Rumors and wild stones soon began to spread. For a while, the. ”phantom airship” was the biggest news story in northern California.

As more reports of strange lights in the sky were tallied, enhancing the mystery, attorney Collins became so tormented by reporters and curious busybodies that he regretted his earlier bragging and fled into hiding.

Cities reporting airship sightings after November 23 included Stockton, Lathrop, Sebastopol, Santa Rosa, Red Bluff, Chico, Auburn, San Jose, Modesto, Woodland, Fresno, Visalia, Hanford, Bakersfield, Tulare, Delano, Los Angeles, Redlands, and Anderson.

As to the exact nature of the mystery light, many reports were vague, mentioning only a bright light in the western sky early in the evening, indicating possible confusion with the planet Venus. Reported velocities of the light as it passed overhead were slow by modern standards, and if one considers the testimony of a number of witnesses that the light moved in an undulating fashion, this might indicate that some sightings were due to wind-blown balloons with a lantern attached. Again, some witnesses said they saw something large supporting the light but very few details were given. The most common terms used to describe the “supporting structure” were: “dark body,” “misty mass,” “cigar-shaped,” “egg-shaped,” and “barrel-shaped.”

In spite of the difficulties involved, about a half-dozen reports can be explained satisfactorily. These were the sightings of three strange fights in the heavens a month before the passage of the mystery light (or lights) over Sacramento. There is a good possibility that people were confusing the “phantom airship” with the passage of a triple-headed bolide that had crossed the night sky with majestic slowness several weeks previously.

However, all things considered, there were still some puzzling episodes that took place in November 1896:

(1) A fiery object displaying three points of light was spotted resting on the ground near Knight’s Ferry, California. Two witnesses, both Methodist ministers, said the thing suddenly took off as they approached, flying away in a shallow climb.

(2) A fast-moving cigar-shaped object surrounded by a shifting luminosity and making small explosions was reported by the captain of a steamboat.

(3) According to hundreds of citizens of Tulare, California, of which fifteen are named in news accounts, something in the night sky came down quite a distance, and then went up and took a straight, quick move westward. Red, white, and blue lights were seen in succession.

4) A resident of Tacoma, Washington, said he watched something strange in the sky over Mount Rainier one night. For over an hour, he said, an object emitted various colored rays, which shot out from the thing’s center in every direction like spokes of a wheel. The “object” reportedly moved about with a waving motion, swayed back and forth, and darted from one position to another.

The Canadian press, which reported on the puzzling events taking place in California, seemed to take the airship possibility very seriously, even though one of the most intriguing reports of the year came from Rossland, British Columbia, on August 12, 1896. It told of a strange aerial body that approached the town, paused momentarily above a nearby mountain peak, made several wide circles in the sky, and then sped away on a straight course. The thing was described as a “luminous ball of fire that glowed amidst a halo of variegated colors.” The object took a quarter of an hour to complete its maneuvers and was watched by many citizens of Rossland.

It. is interesting to note that even back in 1896 the extraterrestrial hypothesis was suggested by some to account for the appearance of the nineteenth-century UFOs. In a letter to the editor of the Sacramento Bee, published in the November 24th issue, one citizen who gave his initials as “W.A.” stated his conviction that the observed phenomenon could only be due to the visit of a spacecraft from the planet Mars on a mission of exploration. He expressed his belief that the alien ship was made of very light metal and powered by some sort of electrical force, giving the Martian vessel the appearance of a ball of fire in flight. The speed of such an interplanetary craft he imagined to be a “thousand miles a second.”

Perhaps even more intriguing is this early report of a “close encounter of the third kind”: Two men told the Stockton Evening Mail that they had met three “strange people” on a road near Lodi, California. According to the story, the strange beings were very tall, with small delicate hands, and large, narrow feet. Each creature’s head was bald with small ears and a small mouth, yet the eyes were big and lustrous. Instead of clothing, the creatures seemed to be covered with a natural silky growth. Conversation was impossible because the “strange people” could only utter a monotonous, guttural, warbling. Occasionally, one of the unusual beings would breathe deeply from a nozzle attached to a bag slung under an arm and in each hand the creatures carried something the size of an egg that gave off an intense light. The weird encounter ended with an attempted kidnap of the two Californians, but failing to overpower the two men, the creatures fled to a cigar-shaped craft hovering nearby, jumped through a hatch, and zoomed away.

The California UFO wave of 1896 was over by December, but in February of 1897 reports of mysterious starlike bodies moving about the skies over western Nebraska marked the beginning of an even bigger UFO wave that would involve the greater part of the American Midwest.

—LOREN E. GROSS

airship wave of 1897 The California airship reports of November and December 1896, while recounted in some newspapers around the country, attracted relatively little attention in the Midwest and East. The arrival of 1897 saw the end of the California flap, with only isolated sightings at Lodi and Acampo in mid-January. Curiously enough, Delaware farmers, three thousand miles away, also reported airships during January.

By mid-February, unknown craft and mysterious lights in the night skies were reported in many areas of Nebraska. Sightings continued throughout March, with reports now coming from neighboring Kansas as well. To the north, in Michigan, late March brought stories of “balls of fire” moving through the darkness.

On the night of March 29th, hundreds of people in Omaha watched a large bright light fly over the city, hover briefly, then disappear to the northwest. An even larger audience, numbering in the thousands, witnessed the performance of an aerial mystery over Kansas City three nights later. In Everest, Kansas, the object was described as resembling an Indian canoe, some twenty-five to thirty feet in length, carrying a searchlight of varying colors.

The airships were generally described as cigar-shaped, apparently metallic, with wings, propellers, fins, and other appendages. At night, they appeared to be brilliant lights, with dark superstructures sometimes visible behind the lights.

Skeptics searched in vain for a conventional explanation, blaming the reports on the planet Venus (then brilliant in the evening sky) or the star Alpha Orionis. The reports also inspired practical jokers, who began sending aloft balloons of every description. The situation was further confused by “enterprising” reporters who delighted in seeing who could concoct the tallest airship tale for publication.

As the wave of reports continued throughout April, numerous stories of landed airships were published in newspapers around the country. In many such accounts, the operators of the craft were seen and communications were established by the witnesses. The airship occupants were usually described as normal-looking human beings who engaged their wondering admirers in conversation. They generally claimed to be experimenting with aerial travel, saying their craft had been constructed in secret in Iowa, New York, Tennessee, or some other locality.

There were exceptions to this contact pattern, such as a report by Judge Lawrence A. Byrne of Texarkana, Arkansas, who claimed to have met Oriental-looking occupants of a landed airship. These beings, three in number, spoke among themselves in a foreign language. They beckoned to Byrne, who went aboard the craft and later described some of the machinery inside.

In one Texas case, the airship crewmen claimed to be from an unknown region at the North Pole. A West Virginia report, only discovered in the late 1970s, tells of “Martians” aboard a grounded craft.

The people of 1897 did consider extraterrestrial explanations for the airships. Loren Gross, in his entry on the California events of 1896, has referred to a letter, published in the Sacramento (Calif.) Bee of November 24, 1896. This was the first “Martian” speculation, but others followed. The Colony (Kans.) Free Press, editorializing on the mystery, thought the airship was “probably operated by a party of scientists from the planet Mars” Similar theories of visitors from the Red Planet were mentioned in the St. Louis (Mo.) Post-Dispatch, the Memphis (Tenn.) Commercial-Appeal, and other newspapers of the period. The concept of life on Mars had already been brought to public consciousness by the research and theories of such astronomers as Percival Lowell and Camille Flammarion. Lowell’s ideas of the Martian canals were well known, and Flammarion had speculated on possible communication with the inhabitants of Mars.

Reports of airship sightings continued throughout May of 1897, with an isolated sighting coming from Texas during June. This particular event was noteworthy, as it told of two airships seen at the same time. Sightings of more than one object were very rare, although the airships were seen in widely separated areas on the same day. For instance, on April 15th, at the height of the wave, reports came from ten different towns in Michigan, seven towns in Illinois, and one location each in Iowa and South Dakota. It would be simple enough to quote similar instances for virtually any day in April. Nor were such sightings confined to only four states in one twenty-four-hour period, as in the above example. It should be noted also that any such statistics are based on incomplete research, as the newspaper files of several states remain virtually untouched by investigators.

Hints of worldwide airship activity during 1897 are contained in reports from Sweden on July 17th, off the coast of Norway on August 13th, and from Ontario, Canada, on August 16th. In late September, an engineer in the town of Ustyug, Russia, observed a “balloon” with an “electric,” or phosphorescent, sheen. As a matter of historical fact, the British and the French were known to have motor-powered balloons by this time, but the American airship reports have never been satisfactorily explained. Aviation historians state that craft such as were reported were not operational in the United States during the late 1890s. Were they, then, extraterrestrial vehicles? The descriptions hardly fit the image of sleek, streamlined spaceships, designed for interplanetary voyages. To say that the airships were from a “parallel universe,” or some equally esoteric realm, is really no answer, but mere speculation. One is forced to admit that the strangers in the skies of 1897 remain as much of a mystery to us as they were to our ancestors.

—LUCIUS FARISH

alien autopsy film The Roswell crashed-saucer myth has been given renewed impetus by a controversial television program called “Alien Autopsy: Fact or Fiction?” that purports to depict the autopsy of a flying saucer occupant. The “documentary,” promoted by a British marketing agency that formerly handled Walt Disney products, was aired August 28 and September 4, 1995, on the Fox television network. Skeptics, as well as many UFOlogists, quickly branded the film used in the program a hoax.

“The Roswell Incident,” as it is known, is described in several controversial books, including one of that title by Charles Berlitz and William L. Moore. Reportedly, in early July 1947, a flying saucer crashed on the ranch property of William Brazel near Roswell, New Mexico, and was subsequently retrieved by the United States government (Berlitz and Moore 1980). Over the years, numerous rumors, urban legends, and outright hoaxes have claimed that saucer wreckage and the remains of its humanoid occupants were stored at a secret facility—e.g., a (nonexistent) “Hangar 18” at Wright Patterson Air Force Base—and that the small corpses were autopsied at that or another site (Berlitz and Moore, 1980; String-field, 1977).

UFO hoaxes, both directly and indirectly related to Roswell, have since proliferated. For example, a 1949 science fiction movie, The Flying Saucer, produced by Mikel Conrad, purported to contain scenes of a captured spacecraft; an actor hired by Conrad actually posed as an FBI agent and swore the claim was true. In 1950, writer Frank Scully reported in his book Behind the Flying Saucers that the United States government had in its possession no fewer than three Venusian spaceships, together with the bodies of their humanoid occupants. Scully, who was also a Variety magazine columnist, was fed the story by two confidence men who had hoped to sell a petroleum-locating device allegedly based on alien technology. Other crash-retrieval stories followed, as did various photographs of space aliens living and dead: One gruesome photo portrayed the pilot of a small plane, his aviator’s glasses still visible in the picture (Clark, 1993).

Among recent Roswell hoaxes was the MJ-12 fiasco, in which supposed top secret government documents—including an alleged briefing paper for President Eisenhower and an executive order from President Truman—corroborated the Roswell crash. Unfortunately, document experts readily exposed the papers as inept forgeries (Nickell and Fischer 1990).

Sooner or later, a Roswell “alien autopsy” film was bound to turn up. That predictability, together with a lack of established historical record for the bizarre film, is indicative of a hoax. So is the anonymity of the cameraman. But the strongest argument against authenticity stems from what really crashed at Roswell in 1947. According to recently released air force files, the wreckage actually came from a balloon-borne array of radar reflectors and monitoring equipment launched as part of the secret Project Mogul and intended to monitor acoustic emissions from anticipated Soviet nuclear tests. In fact, materials from the device match contemporary descriptions of the debris (foiled paper, sticks, and tape) given by rancher Brazel’s children and others (Berlitz and Moore, 1980; Thomas, 1995).

Interestingly, the film failed to agree with earlier purported eyewitness testimony about the alleged autopsy. For example, multiple medical informants described the Roswell creatures as lacking ears and having only four fingers with no thumb (Berlitz and Moore, 1980), whereas the autopsy film depicts a creature with small ears and five fingers in addition to a thumb. Ergo, either the previous informants are hoaxers, or the film is a hoax, or both.

Although the film was supposedly authenticated by Kodak, only the leader tape and a single frame were submitted for examination, not the entire footage. In fact, a Kodak spokesman told the Sunday Times of London: “There is no way I could authenticate this. I saw an image on the print. Sure it could be old film, but it doesn’t mean it is what the aliens were filmed on.”

Various objections to the film’s authenticity came from journalists, UFO researchers, and scientists who viewed the film. They noted that it bore a bogus, nonmilitary codemark (“Restricted access, AOI classification”) that disappeared after it was criticized; that the anonymous photographer’s alleged military status had not been verified; and that the injuries sustained by the extraterrestrial were inconsistent with an air crash. On the basis of such objections, an article in the Sunday Times of London advised: “RELAX. The little green men have not landed. A much-hyped film purporting to prove that aliens had arrived on earth is a hoax.” (Chittenden, 1995)

Similar opinions on the film came even from prominent Roswell-crash partisans: Kent Jeffrey, an associate of the Center for UFO Studies and author of the “Roswell Declaration” (a call for an executive order to declassify any United States government information on UFOs and alien intelligence) stated “up front and unequivocally there is no (zero!!!) doubt in my mind that this film is a fraud.” (1995) Even arch Roswell promoter Stanton T. Friedman said: “I saw nothing to indicate the footage came from the Roswell incident, or any other UFO incident for that matter” (“Alien or Fake?” 1995).

Still other critics found many inconsistencies and suspicious elements in the alleged autopsy. For example, in one scene the “doctors” wore white, hooded anticontamination suits that could have been neither for protection from radiation (elsewhere the personnel are examining an alien body without such suits), nor for protection from the odor of decay or from unknown bacteria or viruses (either would have required some type of breathing apparatus). Thus it appears that the outfits served no purpose except to conceal the doctors’ identities.

American pathologists offered still more negative observations. Cyril Wecht, former president of the National Association of Forensic Pathologists, seemed credulous but described the viscera in terms that might apply to supermarket meat scraps and sponges: “I cannot relate these structures to abdominal contexts.” Again, he said about contents of the cranial area being removed: “This is a structure that must be the brain, if it is a human being. It looks like no brain that I have ever seen, whether it is a brain filled with a tumor, a brain that has been radiated, a brain that has been traumatized and is hemorragic.... (Wecht, 1995) Much more critical was the assessment of nationally known pathologist Dominick Demaio who described the autopsy on television’s “American Journal” (1995): “I would say it’s a lot of bull.”

Houston pathologist Ed Uthman (1995) was also bothered by the unrealistic viscera, stating: “The most implausible thing of all is that the ‘alien’ just had amorphous lumps of tissue in ‘her’ body cavities. I cannot fathom that an alien who had external organs so much like ours could not have some sort of definitive structural organs internally.” As well, “the prosectors did not make an attempt to arrange the organs for demonstration for the camera.” Uthman also observed that there was no body block, a basic piece of equipment used to prop up the trunk for examination and the head for brain removal. He also pointed out that “the prosector used scissors like a tailor, not like a pathologist or surgeon” (pathologists and surgeons place the middle or ring finger in the bottom scissors hole and use the forefinger to steady the scissors near the blades). Uthman further noted that “the initial cuts in the skin were made a little too Hollywood-like, too gingerly, like operating on a living patient” whereas autopsy incisions are made faster and deeper. Uthman faulted the film for lacking what he aptly termed “technical verisimilitude.”

The degree of realism in the film has been debated, even by those who believe the film is a hoax. Some, like Kent Jeffrey (1995), thought the autopsy was done on a specially altered human corpse. On the other hand, many including movie special effects experts believed a dummy had been used. One suspicious point in that regard was that significant close-up views of the creature’s internal organs were consistently out of focus (“Alien or Fake?” 1995).

“American Journal” (1995) also featured a special effects expert who doubted the film’s authenticity and demonstrated how the autopsy “incisions”—which left a line of “blood” as the scalpel was drawn across the alien’s skin—could easily have been faked. (The secret went unexplained but probably consisted of a tube fastened to the far side of the blade.)

In contrast to the somewhat credulous response of a Hollywood special effects filmmaker on the Fox program, British expert Cliff Wallace of Creature Effects provided the following assessment:

None of us were of the opinion that we were watching a real alien autopsy, or an autopsy on a mutated human which has also been suggested. We all agreed that what we were seeing was a very good fake body, a large proportion of which had been based on a lifecast. Although the nature of the film obscured many of the things we had hoped to see, we felt that the general posture and weighting of the corpse was incorrect for a body in a prone position and had more in common with a cast that had been taken in an upright position.

We did notice evidence of a possible molding seam line down an arm in one segment of the film but were generally surprised that there was little other evidence of seaming which suggests a high degree of workmanship.

We felt that the filming was done in such a way as to obscure details rather than highlight them and that many of the parts of the autopsy that would have been difficult to fake, for example the folding back of the chest flaps, were avoided, as was anything but the most cursory of limb movement. We were also pretty unconvinced by the lone removal sequence. In our opinion the insides of the creature did not bear much relation to the exterior where muscle and bone shapes can be easily discerned. We all agreed that the filming of the sequence would require either the use of two separate bodies, one with chest open, one with chest closed, or significant redressing of one mortal. Either way the processes involved are fairly complicated and require a high level of specialized knowledge.

Another expert, Trey Stokes—a Hollywood special effects “motion designer” whose film credits include The Abyss, The Blob, Robocop Two, Batman Returns, Gremlins II, Tales from the Crypt, and many others—provided an independent analysis at CSICOP’s request. Interestingly, Stokes’ critique also indicated that the alien figure was a dummy cast in an upright position. He further noted that it seemed lightweight and “rubbery,” that it therefore moved unnaturally when handled, especially in one shot in which “the shoulder and upper arm actually are floating rigidly above the table surface, rather than sagging back against it” as would be expected. (Stokes, 1995)

CSICOP staffers (Executive Director Barry Karr, Skeptical Inquirer Assistant Editor Tom Genoni, Jr., and the writer) monitored developments in the case. Before the film aired, CSICOP issued a press release, briefly summarizing the evidence against authenticity and quoting CSICOP Chairman Paul Kurtz as stating: “The Roswell myth should be permitted to die a deserved death. Whether or not we are alone in the universe will have to be decided on the basis of better evidence than that provided by the latest bit of Roswell fakery. Television executives have a responsibility not to confuse programs designed for entertainment with news documentaries.”

—JOE NICKELL
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alien gallery The illustrations that appear on the following four pages represent classic examples of alien beings that have been reported from 1947 to the present. I have researched each case in order to depict these beings as accurately as possible.

The Humanoids (Charles Bowen, et al., 1969) was a useful reference for some of the earlier cases. I have used artistic license only where insufficient information was available to determine exactly what was seen.

Whenever possible in occupant cases it is important that the investigators work with illustrators, or with the witnesses themselves, to produce drawings of the alien beings as well as getting detailed verbal descriptions. Only the combination of words and images can give a reasonably complete idea of the physical appearance of the reported beings.
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For all we know, subtle differences in the pattern of scales on a reptilian being, or the shape of the eyes on a Gray being, may ultimately turn out to be very important in solving the UFO mystery.

It is hoped that this pioneering effort to document reported alien features will prove useful to serious researchers in the future.

—DAVID W. CHACE
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alien iconography. The familiar image of the little, big-headed humanoid with large, wraparound eyes is the result of an evolutionary process. Like Jesus’s portrait in art (Nickell, 1998) or the typical likeness of Santa Claus (Flynn, 1993), today’s ubiquitous alien is the product of a selection process involving interaction between alleged encounterees and the popular media.

Putting aside science fiction examples, and beginning with the origin of the modern UFO era in 1947, a great variety of aliens characterized the early period (see for example Huyghe, 1996). There were the “little green men” reported in 1947 (Cohen, 1982), the beautiful, humanlike beings who appeared to “contactees” in the 1950s, the hairy dwarfs common in 1954, and many other varieties of alleged extraterrestrials reported in close encounters to the present (Story, 1980).

The accompanying “Alien Time Line” (Nickell, 1997) depicts a selection of such alien beings. It has appeared in various magazines and on several television programs, including ABC’s 20/20 in a documentary on the “Alien Autopsy” hoax. There it was used to show that the extraterrestrials that were supposedly retrieved from the 1947 “flying disk” crash near Roswell, New Mexico, were of a type not popularly imagined until many years later.

This type—appearing with the first widely reported alien abduction, the Betty and Barney Hill case of 1961—is now seen everywhere (in slight variations) on T-shirts, caps, ties, and other clothing items; featured on posters, wall hangings, book jackets, etc.; and fashioned into candles, toys, keychains, and countless other items.

As part of an elaborate extraterrestrial mythology that has developed, the implication seems to be that the aliens are “time travelers”—in effect us as it is assumed we will be in our distant evolutionary future (Nickell, 1984). (This is in contrast to another mythical entity, Bigfoot, who is seen as our beastly relative from the remote past.) As futuristic beings, therefore, the aliens have dwindling bodies (due to presumed physical inactivity) and large brains (the imagined product of increased intelligence). Some critics, however, are skeptical of all human/humanoid models. As one commentator states, “While it seems incredible that life does not exist elsewhere in the universe, it is equally incredible that it should resemble man” (Palmer, 1951).

Nevertheless, although they are sometimes cute and sometimes sinister (no doubt as expressions of our collective hopes and fears), they represent a relatively standardized type that is a creation in mankind’s own image.

—JOE NICKELL
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ALIEN TIME LINE
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POSTSCRIPT: Joe Nickell’s “Alien Time Line” and entry on “alien iconography” could lead to misunderstandings for students of UFO culture interested in the evolution of ideas about aliens. Nickell, by his account, relied heavily on Patrick Huyghe’s Field Guide to Extraterrestrials for the creation of the Time Line, but the book was not a comprehensive catalog of UFO entity encounters. It was a sampler of cases intended only to demonstrate the diversity of imagery. It includes only a small fraction of the total number of alien images appearing in UFO culture. Within any given type of alien, the book tends to use a representative example of the image with no preference given to it being either the first of the type or its most popular or influential manifestation. This leads to significant omissions if the interest is to display ordering in a chronology.

The most glaring omission has to be the absence of the face that appears on the cover of Whitley Strieber’s bestselling book Communion. Since it is blatantly the template of most images of the Grays since 1987—and easily the most significant image in the history of alien images—this omission is astonishing. The omission of representations of Grays from the works of Budd Hopkins, the most visible of alien abduction authors, is also troubling if one seeks to understand the present standardization of the form of the Grays.

The aliens rendered by Steven Kilburn in Missing Time (Hopkins, 1981) are, for example, the first known examples of large-headed degenerate humanoids to display completely black eyes. The thin arms, disproportionately short legs, and slight paunch to the abdomen are distinctive and demonstrate an unambiguous relationship to the main alien in Steven Spielberg’s 1977 blockbuster Close Encounters of the Third Kind.

Hopkins’ next book Intruders (1987) introduced the thin, high necks into Gray iconography. This trait is clearly related to the Art Deco style of the main alien in Spielberg’s film. Prior to that film none of the Grays drawn by alien abductees had such necks. Reinforcing the assumption is the presence of all-black eyes and a number of facial features in both the film alien and drawings in the Intruders book.

Whether or not Hopkins recognized the similarities, he failed to understand the influence of the film for a simple reason. He thought the aliens in the film were designed to look like aliens that had already been reported in the UFO literature. He knew that J. Allen Hynek served as a consultant, and he thought that guaranteed a basis in prior cases. He stated this in a radio interview published in the Spring 1988 Skeptical Inquirer: “Allen Hynek had many drawings that he gave to Steven Spielberg for use when he made Close Encounters of the Third Kind, which of course was one of the biggest box office successes of all time. There was a serious attempt to follow the data that Allen Hynek and other people had gathered. So I think you can say Steven Spielberg popularized the essential physical type that the UFO reports had engendered before that time.”

This misimpression is easy to understand since Newsweek (November 21, 1977) reported that the chief alien was “designed by Carlo Rimbaldi out of a consensus of reports.” An essay by Hynek for the novelization of the film also creates such an impression with the line, “In particular, the appearance of the ‘extraterrestrials’ were based on the most frequently reported features of such beings.”

Neither Newsweek nor Hynek offer direct quotes by the builders of the film alien. A comprehensive article on the effects work for the film in a special double issue of Cinefantastique in 1978 has the builders denying this. Carlo Rimbaldi specifically states, “When we met, he told me he wanted something about 4 feet tall with a very large head and a slender body, but he gave me no actual designs.” Rimbaldi then goes on to explain his reasoning for why the alien appears as it does:

I felt that, though humanoid in form, the extraterrestrials would be at least ten to twenty thousand years more advanced than humans, so I designed the head proportionately larger. But with their increased reliance on pure intellect, they would have a decreased need for such senses as hearing and smelling, and so the ears and nose and other facial features would become less prominent. And because of their extreme technological orientation, I felt they would no longer smile as broadly as we do on earth; but since they would still retain certain emotions, I gave them a slight smile. Also, as the brain expanded, other parts of the body would take an opposite course. The need for muscular movements would diminish, and so their limbs would become thinner and longer. (Shay, 1978)

This is recognizably the same argument that H.G. Wells introduced many decades earlier about the future evolution of the human form. It was repeatedly used in the early science fiction pulps and even found its way into science journalism. Anyone who thinks Rimbaldi is just hyping himself in these quotes should dig up the Cinefantastique article and observe the paper trail of discarded concepts and drawings made by the alien builders in the course of their work. Add to this the readily confirmed observation that none of the drawings of Grays in the abduction accounts before that time had the combined traits of all-black large eyes and thin, high necks, and the role of the film in influencing subsequent UFO iconography is solidly established.

Nickell’s Time Line presents a grasshopper alien over the year 1973 and labels it insectoid, implying either its origin or dominance at that time. Mike Shea said nothing about it until 1988, and he is fuzzy about whether it was 1973 or 1974. Ted Owens claimed contact with a pair of grasshopper aliens named Twitter and Tweeter as early as 1965 and was a bit more vocal about it at the time. Insectoids do not present a major presence until the 1990s after the introduction of ancient Lovecraftian god-like mantis beings by Whitley Strieber and John Lear. (Kottmeyer, 1999)

The significance of the Owens case and the intersection of UFO culture with Big Bug culture are discussed elsewhere. (Kottmeyer, 1996, 1997) The use of the Shea case on the Time Line introduces a systemic problem of method. Should the historian put a given drawing on the year a claimant alleges or believes he made contact, or on the year we can document the image was first presented?

If the interest is in the evolution of iconography, historians should favor the latter. The backdating could be fictitious for various reasons and the image subject to cultural influences between the claimed date of the experience and the putting of pen to paper. Nickell places Betty Andreasson’s drawing in 1967, but no drawing was made before 1977. This is important because in 1975 the television movie The UFO Incident aired, presenting the true-life story of the Hill abduction. The film followed the hypnotic regression narratives of Betty and Barney Hill more faithfully than we normally expect Hollywood productions to be, but the aliens are not exact replicas of what either of the Hills described and drew.

Note the complaints by Betty Hill in a 1978 interview:

My only serious criticism concerns the movie’s depiction of the aliens’ physical appearance. They did not look like that. The real ones looked more human than their humanoid counterparts. Also the movie shows them as being very short, but they weren’t. I’d say the leader was my size and I’m 5 feet tall. And they weren’t of such slender build.” (Clark, 1978)

Similarly a comparison of the TV movie’s depiction and the drawings by David Baker (done in collaboration with Barney Hill and published in the April 1972 issue of NICAP’s UFO Investigator) uncovers a number of important differences. There is a sharp angle to the inner corners of the eye sockets in the telefilm where the original shows a rounded curve. The pupils of the eyes are larger in the film. A crease above the eye is more pronounced in the film than in the drawing. The film alien has a slit mouth and a line in the film says it has no mouth at all. Baker is told a membrane hides the mouth. The eyes in the film also display a probably unintended effect that makes one eye appear blank when seen from a glancing camera angle.

Betty Andreasson proved Raymond Fowler’s statement that “her powers of visual recall seemed unusually acute” by incorporating all the film’s modifications into her drawings of Quazgaa and his companions. (Fowler, 1979.) The 1967 date claim makes no sense in the appearance of these details.

The drawing labeled “little green men” and set on 1947 was first published in 1964 (by Johannis Luigi). By Johannis’s own account, the drawing probably was not faithful to drawings allegedly made in 1947 and subsequently lost by others. (Creighton, 1969) Of greater concern is the fact that the expression “little green men” does not seem to have been used in flying saucer journalism in 1947. (Bloecher, 1967) There is also no evidence it appeared in any newspaper clippings from the 1952 saucer wave, or for that matter in any saucer journalism between 1947 and August 1955. It seems to first appear in conjunction with the Kelly-Hopkinsville shoot’em up (in August of 1955). The press described the case as involving “an army of little green men” though in fact the witnesses denied the presence of any green color.

A wire service story on August 25, 1955, by Air Force public relations man Captain Robert White reacting to the story also gave wide distribution to the phrase “little green men” and it appears in frequent use thereafter. There is no evidence whatever that little green men were a common form of saucer pilot and what little evidence we have suggests the phrase got transplanted from science fiction pulps. Fredric Brown, for example, speaks of the expression as a cliché in a September 1954 story Martians Go Home! (Kottmeyer, 1999)

The 1978 Zanfretta alien is labeled reptilian, but one should beware that it is neither the first or significantly influential. Curiously, the Time Line’s drawing lacks the third eye that appeared in the original drawing. This caused some amusement among badfilm buffs for it made Zanfretta’s alien look rather like a cross between the reptilian Creature from the Black Lagoon (1954) and the three-eyed Mutant from The Day the World Ended (1956).

There is one Reptoid type being as early as 1967, but the more significant omission here is any representation of the current version of reptoids seen in places like the M.I.T. conference (Pritchard, 1994), Linda Howe’s volumes, or Discover and Omni magazines around 1982, among other places. (Craft, 1996; Lewels, 1997)

Lastly, we come to the issue of the use of the Time Line to demonstrate the anachronistic character of the Alien Autopsy Gray. We are told the type of alien described a “a little, big-headed humanoid with wraparound eyes” first appeared in 1961 with the Hill abduction. The initial descriptions of the entities in Betty Hill’s nightmares after the 1961 sighting are described as normal sized men with dark hair. Barney’s descriptions initially suggest military pilots. The wraparound eyes get added in 1964, and his version only turns fully humanoid after hearing tapes of the hypnotic regressions. (Kottmeyer, 1994, 1998) By the time of the Baker drawing, the hair and nose are gone. It is the 1975 telefilm that makes them little. This is a complex situation and hard to represent on a Time Line, one would have to agree. Yet it can’t be skirted given the importance of the Hill case. It has to be added that the drawing offered on the Time Line adds to the general confusion by making the shape of the head too globular and adding a thin neck. Such a neck is thoroughly anachronistic for a pre-Spielberg abductor Gray.

The more serious error is the implication that there were no little, big-headed humanoids before the Hill case. As early as July 9, 1947, there appeared an item in the Houston (Texas) Post of a seaman who encountered a two-foot tall saucer pilot with a round head the size of a basketball. (Davis & Bloecher, 1978)

In 1950, the Wiebadener Tagblatt (Germany) published a photo of a short alien with a large oval head and described as having large, glaring eyes. Berlitz and Moore published it The Roswell Incident (1980) with a cagey caption refusing to say “whether it may or may not pertain to certain significant aspects of the Roswell Incident.” Klaus Webner subsequently researched it and proved conclusively it was an April Fool’s joke perpetrated by reporter Wilhelm Sprunkel. He had confessed it in print two days afterwards and with Webner upon contact. (Webner, 1991)

Additionally there are cases involving humanoids with big heads and short frames appearing during the 1954 French wave. These are contemporary enough to the alleged autopsy film to rebut the charge of anachronism. Big-headed men with degenerated bodies was a commonplace in the science fiction pulps in the early part of the century and pretty surely trace their ancestry to H.G. Wells’s writings about the future form of man. Wells himself never intended this form of future-man to be taken seriously as a scientific extrapolation. It started as a jest upon Herbert Spencer’s writings and the doctrine of orthogenesis that had a degree of acceptance among paleontologists. (Kottmeyer, 1998)

Where the alien autopsy truly runs into trouble is when it bumps into a more compelling anachronism. During the film, the “doctor” removes a black membrane from the eyes. As discussed above, all-black eyes are unambiguously a post-Spielberg development without precedent among earlier Grays in the UFO literature. The notion of aliens having a removable covering membrane seems unknown prior to the 1976 film The Man Who Fell to Earth with David Bowie.

The David Bowie character inserts membranes over his eyes so he can walk among humanity undetected as the alien that he is. In an interesting bit of malpractice, doctors who later examine him manage to fuse the membrane onto his eyes. I suppose one can consider it appropriate to have promoters of the Roswell crash, intended or unintended, borrowing material from a film with such a title.

My final advice is to erase the numbers and use Huyghe’s drawings to prove what he intended to prove, namely, the diversity of the imagination in UFO culture.

—MARTIN S. KOTTMEYER
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Alien Identities (Govardhan Hill, 1993). Richard Thompson relates how ancient Vedic texts from India may not be folklore and myth, but could accurately preserve accounts of human interaction with extraterrestrial visitors. These stories portray the peoples of India from 3000 B.C. onward being in contact with advanced beings from a host of other worlds who traveled here in aerial vehicles that resemble modern accounts of UFO craft.

—RANDALL FITZGERALD

Alien Impact (St. Martin’s Press, 1996). To help himself understand his own “strange, UFO-type encounters,” Michael Craft explores the role of consciousness in the UFO experience. He concludes that UFO contactees, shamans, channelers, and white and black magic practitioners may all be seeing the same thing, a deliberately deceptive phenomena stage-managed by cosmic tricksters who are conditioning our species to engage in new behaviors.

—RANDALL FITZGERALD

alien motives A fundamental question in the great UFO-ET debate is: “If aliens are indeed visiting us, why are they here?

Carl Sagan once wondered disdainfully “Why would all the anthropologists in the neighborhood suddenly come to Earth?” J. Allen Hynek once asked why would aliens visit Earth to scare people by swooping near their cars? Clearly these are inappropriate questions since there is no basis for suggesting a significant number of visitors are anthropologists. Furthermore, people who travel a great deal on Earth rarely bump into anthropologists. Because people in autos may be frightened by close approaches of flying saucers certainly doesn’t mean that the purpose of the flights are to frighten the people. Surely drivers of the crude automobiles of a century ago weren’t driving for the purpose of frightening horses, even though horses were sometimes frightened by the vehicles.

Before considering a host of possible reasons for visiting Earth, it is useful to examine travel by Earthlings. The reasons for travel and the locations to which one travels depend on a number of factors such as how long will the trip take? What will it cost and who will pay the bill? How much time and money can be spent? How important is the trip?

Between 1890 and 1910 millions of poor immigrants came from Europe to North America in steerage class in ships seeking an opportunity to improve their lives and their families or to escape tyranny. Many had to save for years to obtain money for their passage. Before WW II, sleek luxury liners carried many people, most of them quite rich, between Europe and North America in great comfort. During WW II the Queen Elizabeth served as a troop carrier hauling 15,000 soldiers per trip at government expense. Their objective was to fight in a war against tyranny.

In May, 1927, Charles Lindberg received great acclaim for the first solo flight across the Atlantic. Last year ten million people flew across the ocean with very few of them being pilots. Some have gone to London or Paris or New York on the Concorde at great expense to spend a weekend. Impossible with the Queen Elizabeth. It is interesting that many military bombers depend entirely on aerial refueling to reach distant targets. Commercial airliners land for refueling.

Anybody who spends much time at airports knows that there are many different reasons for flying. With regard to interstellar travel, one might expect that the number of trips and travelers would be determined by the ease of the trip and the importance of the trip to whoever pays the bill.

What assumptions can be made about alien motivation? It seems to me there is really only one: namely that every civilization would be concerned about its own survival and security. That certainly seems true on Earth. Compare the annual U.S. budget for national security concerns (Roughly $300 billion) with that for anthropology and astronomy: surely under $1 billion. Security concerns would certainly require that an eye be kept on all primitives in the neighborhood. Especially close scrutiny would be required for those civilizations that will soon be able to take their brand of friendship, when it is hostility as it is for Earthlings, out to bother nearby civilizations. It was perfectly obvious by the end of WW II to any alien observer that in less than a century (which is no time at all by cosmic standards) this primitive Earthling society would be able to reach the stars. Reasons for concern might be the simple fact that between 1939 and 1946, we Earthlings killed at least 50 million of our own kind and destroyed 1700 cities. Signs indicating that interstellar flight would soon be a reality were: (1) nuclear weapon explosions; (2) the flights of V-2 rockets gradually improved upon for intercontinental ballistic missiles; and (3) the use of powerful radar indicating mastery of a whole new area of technology.

It should be no surprise at all that the only place in the world in July, 1947, where visitors could study all three new, futuristic technologies was Southeastern New Mexico. Trinity site on White Sands Missile Range was where the first atomic bomb was exploded. WSMR was also where dozens of captured German V-2 rockets were being tested (by their German builders, for the U.S.) and where the best tracking radar was installed to follow the missiles which often didn’t go where they were supposed to go. Roswell is not far away.

In short then, it may well be that aliens are primarily visiting to evaluate our society, our technology and countermeasures for it, and to make sure that Earthlings do not move out into space until we get our act together. One often hears the ridiculous question “why don’t they land on the White House lawn, and say “take me to your leader?” Does anybody believe that the President of the United States speaks for six billion Earthlings?. The UN doesn’t allow membership for individual cities. Why would we expect the Galactic Federation to allow individual countries (as opposed to a planet or solar system) to apply for membership?

Many astronauts have expressed surprise that so little progress has been made in terms of manned space exploration since our first moon landing in 1969. Many had expected that by now there would be bases on the moon and successful manned expeditions to Mars. Furthermore, it is not a trivial question as to why we didn’t launch Apollo 18, and Apollo 19 to the moon. All the hardware was built, the crews were selected and trained, so the excuse that it would have cost too much money sounds very hollow indeed. Are we being quarantined?

An important aspect of this line of reasoning is that it would seem , since it takes so little time once one starts down the advanced technology road, (look back just 100 years) that during any period of a few centuries there are very few civilizations in the neighborhood going through the transition from being stuck on one’s own planet to being able to bother the neighbors. Our neighbors are either way behind us or way ahead. Hence, everybody in the neighborhood would be concerned about the activities of a primitive society (Earth) whose major activity is tribal warfare. Note that planetary military budgets total near $1 trillion per year. Yet every single day more than 30,000 Earthling children die needlessly of preventable disease and starvation. Quarantining us would seem to be expected rather than surprising. Remember that a major motto here, for dealing with strangers, is shoot first and ask questions later. If you were an alien,, would you want Earthlings out there?

Obviously, if interstellar jaunts within our neighborhood are as routine for our visitors as transatlantic flights are for us, we might expect an enormous variety of motivations for traveling here. What follows is a relatively brief list:

1.    Perhaps our visitors are broadcasters with a weekly show called “Idiocy in the Boondocks.”

2.   Visitors might be mining engineers. Earth is the densest planet in the solar system which means more rare, expensive, dense metals than on any other planet including Rhenium, Gold, Uranium, Platinum, Rhodium, Tungsten, Osmium, etc. The California and Klondike gold rushes of the 19th century stimulated a great deal of often difficult travel.

3.   Visitors could be graduate students doing thesis work on the development of a primitive society, on foreign languages, on modern warfare.

4.   Earth could be the equivalent of a refueling station for Ocean going ships of the last century.

5.   Gas, food, lodging next exit.

6.   Perhaps this is the center of a vacation industry. Hunting and fishing; no license required.

7.   Perhaps Earth is the Devil’s Island of the local neighborhood with bad boys and girls having been dumped here. Might be why we are so nasty to each other. Georgia and Australia were initially settled by convicts.

8.   Perhaps visitors have come to observe a natural catastrophe they know will happen soon.

9.   Visitors might be collecting plant, animal, and human genetic material, of which there is an enormous variety, for breeding projects. Older planets might have much less variety available.

10. Earth could be the “neutral” site for ET chess matches à la Fisher and Spassky on Iceland.

11. We may have a convenient location from which one set of marauders might be attacking another as the U.S. and Japan fought terrible wars on native islands in the Pacific.

12. Perhaps visitors are checking out a colony or colonies started here a long time ago.

13. Some visitors may be completing cross-galaxy flying solos.

14. Visitors may be intelligence spies for a variety of other civilizations in the neighborhood.

15. Perhaps some visitors are gathering specimens for alien zoos.

16. Buyers for ET curio and antique dealers may be collecting specimens.

17. Perhaps some visitors are being punished. Spend two weeks near Earth, punishment to last a lifetime.

18. Perhaps they are ET repairmen seeking the cause of interference with long existing communications, computing, or beacon services in the solar system

19. Some ETs might be time travelers coming back to change things

20. Some visitors might be ancestors from the distant past who have been traveling at close to the speed of light, coming back home to their descendants’ world. Like Methuselah living 900 years.

21. Are some ETs talent recruiters for an ET sports group looking for bigger, faster, stronger recruits?

22. Some visitors might be advance men for space religious missionaries. Earthling missionaries often go to the ends of the Earth.

23. Artists, musicians, sculptures may be here to record new scenery in new ways.

24. Perhaps this is the only planet in the neighborhood that doesn’t have a planetary government or where a host of languages are still in use despite space shuttle trips around the world in 90 minutes.

25. Perhaps the rules of the local Galactic Federation require that a complete inventory of the fauna, flora, structures and resources of our planet be done every 2000 years.

26. Remembering there are many reports of huge “mother” ships, which apparently carry much smaller Earth excursion modules, the situation could be as complicated as an aircraft carrier serving as a base for several dozen smaller aircraft. Such a traveling city has pilots, cooks, mechanics, analysts, and many other specialized crew members.

As the reader has now seen, there is no problem coming up with possible reasons for alien visitors; in fact, the possibilities are virtually endless.

—STANTON T. FRIEDMAN

alien roots For readers interested in CE-3 (close encounters of the third kind) aliens, it is important to realize that once upon a time there was no such thing as a “Gray.” Before the publication of The Andreasson Affair (Fowler, 1979), Missing Time (Hopkins, 1981), Intruders (Hopkins, 1987), Communion (Strieber, 1987), and other popular works by a then new breed of proponent/investigators, abductees claimed to have observed a wider range of alien creature types. Since then, however, abductees have described primarily bug-eyed gray humanoids. Skeptics could point out that a change in witness descriptions following the publication of a few books is decisive evidence that abductions are fantasies and not physical events.

Abduction proponents of the 1980s may have become dissatisfied with earlier CE-3 entity descriptions, because many aliens seemed to them to look unlike any others. It was as if different alien races from all over the galaxy were visiting the Earth simultaneously. Certainly the abductionists could see that the situation undermined their favored view, the extraterrestrial hypothesis. They did not accept the possibility that abductees’ accounts are fantasies, which are as individual as nightmares: two dreamers’ descriptions of an exotic monster are never exactly the same. There were many fetal humanoid reports in CE-3s, however, so the proponents focused their research (and later books and articles discussed at UFO gatherings) on an evolving humanoid Gray, consistently ignoring other entity categories. Thus a mere handful of advocates changed the direction of abduction studies.

Entity reports (formerly called occupant or landing cases) have been mired in credulousness and confusion from the very earliest CE-3s. This was so in part because most UFOlogists refused serious consideration of psychological and other non-extraterrestrial explanations for such reports. For many years this situation has obscured ties between CE-3 entities and earthly folklore, mythology, and literary tradition.

Researchers have also ignored classifiable distinctions among CE-3 alien descriptions. Prior to the 1980s CE-3 creature reports were distributed more evenly into six categories: humans, humanoids, animals, robots, exotics (mutants or combinations of two or more types), and apparitions (ghostly creatures that can change shape or vanish). The six categories are based on physical characteristics only, and were not imposed on the data. They emerged from a study of scores of entity descriptions of CE-3s along with those of creatures from traditional and anthropological sources. This is not an attempt to construct an exo-biological tree of life for aliens. The subjects here are folklore and fantasy—not science—and the entity classifications offer some clarity to a mazelike segment of UFOlogy.

CE-3 narratives are often fragmentary and sketches of aliens are amateurish, but most entity descriptions can readily be linked to one of the six categories. Witnesses’ awareness is acute and though they cannot always identify the type, they routinely capture key entity attributes, as these quotes show: “One looked human, but the others were little guys with big black eyes.” “Its face and hands—they were more like claws—were covered with thick hair or fur.” “It walked stiffly, like a robot.” “It’s got long hair...no appendages at all...no ears, no nose, and maybe one eye in the center.” “One floated upwards, then just disappeared, like a ghost.”

PREVIOUS STUDIES OF
CE-3 ENTITIES


In-depth studies of UFO/CE-3 entities have been few. The Humanoids (Bowen, 1969) was an early collection of mostly anecdotal case reviews: Jacques Vallée summarized 200 1954 European landings, Coral Lorenzen described 29 U.S. cases, and Gordon Creighton discussed 65 Latin American occupant and landing reports. Also in 1969, in Passport to Magonia, Vallée collected a century of worldwide landing reports (1868-1968)—923 brief sketches of cases—many of which involved entity sightings. David Webb and Ted Bloecher produced catalogues of sightings for various years of the 1970s and maintained the Humanoid study Group, which had collected 1000 CE-3 reports. In these and other works, the writers made few attempts to classify the “humanoids” (then a newly coined synonym for aliens), and so possible entity distinctions are confused. Even so, the six entity types are evident in many of their accounts. In Webb’s 1973 study, witness descriptions were classifiable into six types, but the distribution is skewed (18 percent robots, 12 percent animals), perhaps because of same-year bias.

Occasionally there are major studies such as Creighton’s piece on Brazilian abductee Antonio Villas-Boas. In the absence of meaningful case investigations of more than a handful of CE-3s, however, we plod through a mass of intriguing claims without guidance, and we do not learn much about ETs.

The books, articles, and CE-3 narrative excerpts published by Ray Fowler, Budd Hopkins, and David Jacobs have focused on the fetal humanoid (though they don’t refer to its perinatal connections)—to the exclusion of the other five entity types. Jacobs (following Hopkins) implies that real abductees see only bug-eyed Grays, and the rest are mistakes. He dismisses the Imaginary Abductee Study in part because our subjects described too many entity types.

T.E. Bullard’s lengthy study of about 300 abduction reports, UFO Abductions: Measure of a Mystery (1987), is an ambitious effort that will doubtless continue to be a resource for researchers. A problem is that the database for these abductions is fragmented, as Bullard admits. He cites 270 cases, but includes in his references several newspaper accounts and similarly questionable sources. He concedes that there are only fifty good cases (about one out of five), and that even these are seriously flawed. Bullard acknowledges that no unambiguous scientific conclusion can be made about such fragmentary, minimal, and uncertain data.

Bullard mentions only three types of entities (human, humanoid, and animal), and ignores or confuses evidence for the robot, exotic, and apparitional classes that make CE-3 entities consistent with entity types in mythology and folklore. Following earlier writers, he calls all entities “humanoid,” as if unaware that the word can also refer to a specific type of alien. But there are clear descriptions of robots in the Larson and Hickson cases, unmistakable exotics in the Garden Grove and Kendall reports, and a marvelous apparitional entity in a South African case. These CE-3 categories won’t go away, but his study doesn’t acknowledge their significance for entity typology.

EXAMPLES OF SIX
CE-3 ENTITY TYPES


As the following examples show, most entity types in CE-3s and folk traditions classify themselves. Human and humanoid entities are self-evident and plentiful. Animal entities are rare in abduction lore but sometimes appear as part-animal exotics. Most robots are easy to recognize, whereas exotics are more complex. Consider two examples of exotic entities: the marvelously weird human/insectoid monster from the 1987 film Predator, and the 9-foot-tall floating biped with elephantine feet from the Garden Grove CE-3 hoax. These two entities have wildly varying anatomical particulars, but they are exotics in that each is a mutant or combines features of two or more other entity types. Apparitional beings are recognizable by their supernatural powers even if they are also shape-shifters, in which case their “home” shape determines their apparitional identity.

Type #1. Human entities: Human-appearing UFO creatures have the physical form of human beings and are identified as such by witnesses. Height: 5 to 7 feet. Facial features, skin color, and hair are recognizably human. Bodily movement is normal, as are voice and manner, except for cases in which these beings are telepathic. Both genders are reported. Some humans are described as “Nordics”: tall, blond, of seeming Germanic or Scandinavian lineage. Clothing is usually a one-piece jumpsuit, as in the MUFON idealization which follows (in Figure 1).

Type #2. Humanoid entities: Humanoid (human-like) entities are the most frequently reported type of CE-3 alien, and are the original Little Green (now Gray) Men. (See Fig. 2.) Their appearance is almost always distinctly fetal or even embryonic: a short, frail stature; a disproportionately large head; pallid skin color; underdeveloped facial features; and a hairless body. The dominant feature of the Gray is their enormous, usually unblinking black eyes. Their size and distinctive slanted, almond shape has since become the standard. The pupils are usually double-sized and dark, with little or no white; some are cat-like and vertical.

Body movement is normal to stiff, with frequent reports of floating. Telepathic communication with a witness is routine, though voice communication is sometimes reported. Despite their small stature and feeble physique, humanoids are reportedly very strong. They are usually clothed in a silver or gray skin-tight jumpsuit, although a few have worn a bulky “space suit” with an apparent breathing apparatus. Taller humanoids function as leaders or interact with the abductee during an abduction.

Behavior ranges from impish teasing to brutal torment, but is usually clinically objective. Gender is usually unspecified, and although male and female humanoids are reported, when seen unclothed most humanoids show no genitalia. But not all: Antonio Villas-Boas’ 1957 claim was only the first of many alleged alien/human sexual encounters. This “sexy CE-3” trend reappeared suddenly in the 1980s, especially in the works of Hopkins and Jacobs, and quickly became (and has remained) the primary focus of many abductees and investigators. The abductee may “bond” with one humanoid abductor during the course of the examination or its aftermath. The bond may or may not be sexual, though sexual involvement leading to pregnancy or “genetic” activities between humanoids and abductees has allegedly occurred.

Type #3. Animal entitles: CE-3 animal entities, rare except in Latin American reports, show distinctly mammalian, reptilian, or other animalistic features. (See Fig. 3.) They exhibit fur, claws, a tail, scales or similar epidermal texture, pointed ears, enlarged teeth, and non-human eyes with vertical pupils (sometimes glowing). There are a few reports of insect-like creatures, with exoskeletons and pincers. Height: 2 to 8 feet. Most animal entities assume an erect stance, although some slouching, ape-like postures and body movements are reported. Communication modes range from growls to telepathy. Gender is undetermined and few clothed animals are described. Animal entities sometimes carry an unpleasant odor.

Most alien animals appear in CE-3 reports in the form of exotic entities, specifically as animal/human, animal/apparition, or other combinations. Few reports tell of extended communication, close involvement, or bonding between abductees and CE-3 animals; rather, encounters tend to be violent. Although abductees elsewhere have not encountered many animal abductors, three animal entities appear in the sixteen narratives of the 1977 Imaginary Abductee Study.

Type #4. Robot entities: CE-3 robots (Fig. 4) seem to be made of metallic or other non-organic materials, and they move at various speeds in a stiff or otherwise unnatural manner. They sometimes float or fly. Some have glowing eyes. Height: a startling range of 6 inches to 20 feet. Their shapes are mostly bipedal, but huge building-like machines are reported. Communication: voice and telepathy. Clothing includes “welder’s helmets,” padded space suits, and bubble-dome headgear (for improbable air-breathing robots?). Witnesses may have difficulty distinguishing robots from other creatures that would be perceived to move clumsily in bulky suits.

Type #5. Exotic entities: Exotic entities (Fig. 5) are mutants or combinations of two or more other entity types. They display extraordinary physical characteristics and may be grotesque and/or repulsive (at least to earthlings). A richly diverse category, exotics include the infamous Bug-Eyed Monsters of science fiction, mythical beings such as the Minotaur (a man/bull), creatures with anatomical deformities (e.g., Cyclops), assorted demons, and a group of reportedly bizarre CE-3 entities.

One subset of exotic entities may relate to birth memories. It includes tentacled placental/umbilical dragons of myth and legend, which are updated in science-fiction and fantasy films as special-effects monsters dripping with birth gore (e.g., in the Alien film series). Although tentacled aliens are common in sci-fi magazine illustrations, they are paradoxically rare in CE-3 narratives.
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Fig. 1. Human-type entities

A. MUFON idealization of a typical human entity. B. Australian case, 9/6/73. C. Example of legendary “Man in Black,” a shadowy being of official or unearthly origins notorious for alleged contacts with UFO witnesses after sightings. D. Christ-like human in Winchester, England, 11/14/76. E. Vila Velha, Brazil, 2/3/73. Note puffy variation on usual jumpsuit. F. Early Contactee George Adamski’s “Venusian” friend, allegedly met 11/20/52. Most Contactee entities are human.
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Fig. 2. Humanoid-type entities

A. MUFON idealization of a humanoid entity. B. Humanoid specter from the peak time of a major UFO flap, Goffstown, New Hampshire, 11/2/73. C. Policeman Herbert Schirmer’s humanoid, Ashland, Nebraska, 12/3/67. D. Policeman Lonnie Zamora’s two humanoids near their egg-shaped craft, Socorro, New Mexico, 4/24/64. E. Paulo Silvieira humanoid, Itaperuna, Brazil, 9/22/71. F. Travis Walton’s explicitly fetal humanoid, Heber, Arizona, 11/5/75, reported about two weeks after the telecast of the Betty Hill abduction, The UFO Incident (on NBC-TV).
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Fig. 3. Animal CE-3 entities

A. MUFON idealization of a CE3 animal (based on a Brazilian case). B. Animal reported during a major UFO flap, El Yunque Mt., Puerto Rico,10/20/73. C. A driver glimpsed this animal near Frederick, Wisconsin, 12/2/74. D. A Bigfoot-like entity, Beech Hills, Pennsylvania, 8/23/73. E. A froglike amphibian entity, Carignan, France, 5/2/76. F. An ape-like entity reported during the 1973 flap, Cincinnati, Ohio, 10/12/73.
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Fig. 4. Robot CE-3 entities

A. A robot with a highlighted navel area, a pattern in other entity descriptions, described during the 1973 flap, Draguinan, France, 10/19/73. B. A trio of robotic entities in a spherical craft, Belo Horizonte, Brazil, 8/28/63. C. Goodland, Kansas, 6/20/76. D. Robot reported in Ashburn, Georgia, 10/19/73 on the same date as the robot in France (A.). E. Three robot machines, one 20 feet tall, Prospect, Kentucky, 1/27/77. F. A mummy-like robot in a much-publicized CE-3, Pascagoula, Mississippi, 10/11/73.
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Fig. 5. Exotic CE-3 entities

A. One of several exotic entities, Kelly-Hopkinsville, Kentucky, 10/21/55. No UFO was reported. B. “Grasshopper-eyed” entity of the Judy Kendall CE-3, Woodland, California, 11/25/71. C. Mysterious head-tubes on an exotic, Athens, Georgia, 10/20/73. D. Weird exotic entity seen in Fargo, North Dakota, 8/26/75. E. Bizarre malformed exotic, Branch Hill, Ohio, 5/25/55. F. Reptile-skinned entity of the Garden Grove Case, reported in Apache Junction, Arizona, 3/14/71.
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Fig. 6. Apparitionals

A. Apparitional humanoid emerged from a ball of light, Garden Grove, California, 11/21/75. B. A grinning “electric” apparitional, Albany, Oh., 10/16/73. C. A ghostly apparition, Riverside, California, 8/29/55. D. Little Lever, England, 1964. E. Talavera la Real, Spain, 11/12/76. F. Salisbury, Rhodesia, 5/31/74. The apparition in this case supposedly told the witnesses that they would see the apparition as whatever they wished -- a duck, a monster, whatever. The witnesses called this entity a “multi” -- aptly emphasizing its capacity for multiple changes of form. An Imaginary Abductee described a precisely similar multi event three years later.
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Fig. 7. Children’s drawings of aliens

A. A female human UFOnaut, perhaps a self-portrait. B. Oddly, this humanoid was one of very few of its type in 180 drawings. It has just three fingers. Most of the sketches depicted exotics. C. This tentacled animal entity suggests that even young children are exposed to expectations of tentacled aliens in UFOs.

D. A beeping robot with antennae and clumsy joints—along with an apparent navel!

E. A very imaginative sketch of a one-eyed exotic with multiple arms—and a tail!

F. This animated LSD pill testifies to young people’s acute awareness of the real world about them. Is this drawing one youngster’s cynical assessment of CE-3 reports? Perhaps, but it also suggests the view that entity sightings are apparitions, whether spontaneous or hallucinogenic.
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Fig. 8. CE-3 traditional entity parallels
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Fig. 9. CE-3 entities’ navel and umbilical symbolism
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Fig. 10. Six creature types from world folklore

A. Giant     B. Pooka     C. Kelpie     D. Stock     E. Fachan     F. Fairies

A. Folklore’s giants, despite their great size, are essentially human in physical appearance. B. A pooka. Like elves, leprechauns, and brownies, pookas were humanoid, but they also had apparitional powers. C. The pony-like kelpies from Irish lore were mischievous clawed water-demons. D. A wooden image of a baby called a “stock” or a “changeling” was supposedly vivified and left by kidnapping fairies in place of a nursing infant or human baby, and for a time passed for a real child before sickening and dying. E. One of the most bizarre folk creatures was the Fachan of Irish belief, who reportedly had one eye, one arm that emerged from its chest, one leg, and a nasty disposition. F. Fairies, like demons and divinities, were “shape-shifters” or polymorphous.
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Fig. 11. Six creature types from Alice’s Wonderland

A. The very human Alice can’t resist her curiosity about everything. B. Tweedledum and Tweedledee are a special type of humanoid—mirror images of each other known as enantiomorphs. C. The White Rabbit is personified, but is an animal nevertheless. D. The Queen’s gardeners, like the rest of her court, are playing cards brought to robotic life. E. The exotic Humpty Dumpty. F. The Cheshire Cat’s apparition.
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Fig. 12. Six creature types in Shakespeare

Though Shakespeare particularized his non-human creatures in wondrous fashion, they were patterned after well-established models in folklore and tradition. These examples are from two fantasies, Midsummer Night’s Dream and The Tempest.

A. Theseus, the human Duke of Athens. B. Puck or Robin Goodfellow, a typically mischievous hobgoblin, brownie, or pooka, also had the shape-shifting powers of many other fairies. C. Bottom, after Puck changes him into an ass. Technically an exotic, he is the closest thing to an animal character in Shakespeare. D. Shakespeare’s only robot is shown in a 19th-century illustration of Snout’s costume for the part of the Wall in the ludicrous playlet about Pyramus and Thisbe. E. Caliban, the exotic monster of The Tempest, is the half human, half demonic offspring of a sorceress and a demon. F. Ariel, an apparitional fairy in The Tempest, spends much of his time on stage as an invisible presence.
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Fig. 13. Six creature types from The Wizard of Oz

A. The adventurously human child heroine, Dorothy. B. Munchkin-style humanoids. C. The Cowardly Lion is a personified animal. D. The Tin Woodsman may be the world’s most famous robot. E. The Hammerheads are one of several exotics in Oz. F. The Wizard as an apparition: a scene he creates with technology rather than magic.



 

Type #6. Apparitional entities: Apparitionals (Fig. 6) may float, change form, materialize, or dematerialize. Akin to ghosts and fairyland creatures, apparitionals possess a rich tradition in mythology and contemporary folklore: angels, demons, trickster figures, and the “Beam me up, Scotty” telepor-tation technology of TV’s Star Trek. Through shape-shifting, apparitionals can mimic a human, animal, or any other creature or thing, thus temporarily masking their true identity; yet they are distinctive enough to be easily classified. Communication is verbal or telepathic but often is non-existent. Height: 2 to 10 feet.

Apparitional capabilities are shared by other entities. Some humanoids become temporary apparitionals. They change shape unexpectedly, float, pass through walls and windows unscathed, or disappear and reappear at will—and then revert to being a humanoid. Similar abilities have been attributed at times to every supposed alien type that abductees describe. The presence of these powers—certainly among the most fantastic of reported entity faculties—underscores abductions’ linkages with folklore and myth.

PERSPECTIVES ON
CE-3 ENTITIES


Origins of entity types: The origins of entity types are open to speculation. Human entities could develop out of witnesses’ awareness of their own body. Humanoids are largely fetal and probably have perinatal roots. Resemblances among humanoids and brownies, imps, and hordes of other “little folk” seemingly link them all with human birth events. Numerous animals and robots in folklore, myth, and contemporary sources help explain them in CE-3 reports. Exotics may be traced to mutant human or animal births. Apparitional entities’ powers of rapid transformation may have entered myth via ancient peoples’ responses to sudden changes in individual human development and attitudes, or metamorphoses in the natural world.

The six entity types have appeared in countless contemporary formats—comic books, science-fiction films, TV cartoons, advertisements, and other pop culture—though never in a context with identifying categories that provide perspective and awareness. Every schoolboy (and potential hypnotic subject) knows about the entity classes on some level and can sprinkle his imagined yarns with them, as our 1979 study of a group of adolescents in Orange County, California demonstrated. About 180 mentally gifted children in grades 6, 7, and 8 were asked to draw their conception of a UFO occupant. Their responses were readily classifiable and represented the complete range of six entity types:

Parallels in traditional and CE-3 entities: A well-established pattern in folklore and traditional literature is entity clothing: typically a seamless, one-piece jump suit or similar outfit that covers the body except for the head and the hands (which may be gloved). Compare the “UFOnaut” in Fig. 8-A with Fig. 8-B, a 19th-century sketch of traditional brownies from folklore. Both creatures are small in stature and have frail physiques. They wear similar one-piece, seamless, skin-tight garments that we may interpret as skin, for it is often described as slick and shiny like plastic, suggesting a newborn’s wet skin. Other birth parallels include many reports of instrument-carrying UFO entities (Fig. 8-C) and elves from folk tradition (Fig. 8-D). The tube-like instruments suggest another perinatal reminder: the umbilical cord. With ultrasound viewers, fetuses have often been observed grasping the umbilical, either in contentment or fright. A curious aspect of witnesses’ entity sketches is that facial features and extremities are sometimes missing, as in Figs. 8-E and 8-F. Inadequate drawing or observational skills may be responsible, though some witnesses maintain that certain entity features were not perceived. There are no analogs in traditional sources for such anatomical omissions.

Navel and umbilical symbolism: CE-3 entities often wear a large buckle, medallion, or similar device on their abdomen (as in Figs. 9-A through 9-C), sometimes with a diagonal strap or “Sam Browne” belt across the chest (as in Figs. 9-D through 9-F). Sometimes the buckle device glows brightly (Fig. 9-B). The emphasis on the navel area and the umbilical strap are distinctly perinatal, suggesting that memories of birth events have a significant role in CE-3 fantasies about entities other than the fetal humanoid. Researchers do not offer persuasive alternate interpretations of such details.

Entity types from various sources: I have compiled illustrated sets of creature types from folklore and literary traditions in support of the validity of the six-category CE-3 entity classification system. The six creature types thrive in diverse cultures worldwide. There are always human entities and diminutive fetal beings that resemble but are distinct from adult humans, as with the rest of the entity types. The patterns in CE-3 witnesses’ alien fantasies are operative in wide-ranging sources, including: Greek fables and mythology, Christian belief, de monology, science fiction, comic books, breakfast cereal-box heroes, and the Imaginary Abductee narratives. The following four examples are representative.

Frequencies of CE-3s and UFOs: Nobody knows how many abductions or other CE-3s there have been worldwide since 1947. The Bullard study of about 300 cases used data up to the early 1980s. Abduction proponents claim to have discovered thousands of unknown CE-3s in the 1980s and 1990s. If CE-3s now number 5000, as suggested by the very dubious Roper survey, they are still dwarfed by the guestimated three million or so raw UFO sightings worldwide over the past half-century (about 150+ daily).

Whether or not we conservatively dump 90 percent of UFO sightings as IFOs and 90 percent of CE-3s as hoaxes and mistakes, abductions total only about 0.167 percent of UFO sightings (5000÷3,000,000=00167). That means less than two of every thousand UFOs abduct someone. Although abductions are supposedly what UFOs do, these representative statistics argue otherwise. Why the discrepancy?

Proponents have traditionally explained the disproportion in three ways: 1) we encounter aliens only when they want us to; and 2) most abductees forget their CE-3, in strict obedience to their captors’ orders. A third explanation, witness reticence, at first glance seems better—who wants to admit being abducted by weirdoes from outer space? Proponent-investigators tell of scores of abductees in professional or otherwise sensitive positions (doctors, lawyers, politicians, etc.), who shun all publicity. Yet the public spotlight, such as that offered by Hopkins and others in the past twenty years or so, has obviously proved irresistible to many wannabe famous abductees. The numbers of alleged abductions and books about them since about 1980 has multiplied, while UFO/IFO sightings, corrected for population growth, are about the same. Even so, the ratio of CE-3s to sightings remains minuscule.

The most likely reason for the frequency imbalance between UFO sightings and CE-3s is that the two are separate and distinct experiences, and have nothing to do with one another—aside from the idea of ET visitors. There has never been an authenticated CE-3 in which two or more persons watch while a UFO lands, occupants get out and abduct someone, then the UFO takes off. This primal CE-3 scene, supposedly the initiating and definitive event of unknown numbers of typical abductions, has never been authentically witnessed. There is no unambiguous evidence that it—or anything similar to it—has ever occurred.

Abductions are most likely fantasy/hallucinations and are subjective experiences that probably date from the first shaman’s “vision quest” early in human prehistory. UFO sightings at best are objective physical events—whatever the UFO actually is. The lack of connections between these events helps account for the contrasting numbers.

Of course, many “experiencers” (now the preferred term for abductees) surely mistake their dreams or nightmares for CE-3 fantasies, or they really do forget them. Others may undergo their CE-3s as NDEs, OBEs, Marian visitations, or a dozen other abduction analogs. Also, it has been established that the CE3-like hallucinations of sick and elderly people are routinely ignored by clinical and institutional personnel, and thus are not counted.

Psychologists and other social workers—within and outside of UFOlogy—until recently have not provided a convenient, scientifically respectable, and supportive way for percipients to report, communicate about, and deal with supposed alien abduction events. Indeed, psychologists had not even acknowledged the CE-3 syndrome until a few national support groups for reported CE-3 witnesses, such as P.E.E.R. and T.R.E.A.T., were formed. Psychiatrist John Mack and hypnotherapist Edith Fiore are two of an increasing number of professionals (never mind that most are true believers) who have created CE-3 support groups as a regular part of their practice.

Low numbers of abduction reports could also reflect the fact that researchers have not embraced credible non-ETH theories to account for such experiences. More “hidden” abductees/experiencers might come forth if there were a viable alternative interpretation to being snatched by planet-hopping aliens. Compared to the ETH, the Birth Memories Hypothesis does not seem far-out at all.

Why only six types of CE-3 entities? If CE-3s are not real and witnesses are fantasizing wildly, why do they repeatedly describe the same few types of creatures-—rather than Grays or a sequence of uniquely different entity forms? And why are there only six categories?

To repeat, witnesses describe the same six classes of aliens because abductions are fantasies based on the only models they have: earthly folklore and tradition. As to the six types, it can be shown that they do not exhaust the range of creature types, even within traditional Earth lore. Ancient Middle Eastern cylinder seals (ca. 1000 B.C.) depict what were called “elementals,” a variety of creatures that would be unclassifiable under the six-part system. These archaic engraved figures are “heroes and deities” created out of elemental processes (fire, air, water, and earth). They have human or animal bodies, but are shown with water, flames, or light streaming out of their anatomy.

Although the flowing water and other substances may have placental/umbilical relevance, these creatures’ anatomy and connections with elemental forces make them qualitatively distinct from the other six types. They can properly be placed in a seventh entity category.

There are a few elemental creatures in TV cartoons, comics, and folklore, but as far as I know they are not described in CE-3s. Perhaps there are too few elementals in contemporary sources, or their differences from other entity types are too subtle, to serve as models.

Other entity types: Although this seventh entity type can be considered the exception that proves the CE-3 six-category rule, additional kinds of entities are certainly conceivable. From time to time imaginative authors have proposed unusual creatures that would not be classifiable under the six CE-3 categories.

In astronomer Fred Hoyle’s novel, The Black Cloud, a vast intelligent cloud “lives” in interstellar space, with a molecular heart, a brain, and other necessary organs. It feeds on stellar energy and its central nervous system functions via radio waves.

Astrophysicist Ronald Bracewell has imagined “intelligent scum,” an enormous collective cellular civilization that thinks and acts as a single entity and controls its environment through a kind of evolutionary specialization.

Equally bizarre is astronomer Frank Drake’s fictionalized neutron-star life form: microscopic, macronucleic creatures weighing tons each and living out their accelerated lives on a 100-million-degree world in fractions of a second.

Philosopher Wilfred Desan describes a creature extended indefinitely in both space and time, making it quasi-infinite and immortal, and since there would be no other of its kind it would be a biological singularity.

These examples are fanciful, but one can infer that the infinitely resourceful universe could produce a greatly more varied range of alien entity types than scientists, writers, and CE-3 witnesses have conjectured.

Must ETs look like us? Considered opinion is divided on whether or not aliens would resemble Earthly life forms. Some exobiologists and SF writers believe that ETs would share many qualities with us. They point out that eons of evolutionary survival have shaped human anatomical and physiological makeup, and many characteristics seem too useful and widespread among other living creatures not to be essential. They conclude that aliens might not look much different from the rest of Earth life.

Let us speculate that alien life-forms would be more efficient if they were not in a collective, but physically independent from others of their kind—though they could be linked mentally. If made of living tissue they would have to eat, they could get sick, be injured, or die. It is difficult to imagine a hitech space-traveler without something like a sizeable brain, several senses, and mobility. The brain needs protection, and the major sense organs should have short nerve pathways for efficiency; so something like eyes, ears, nose, and a mouth should be in that something like a skull covering the alien’s brain. Bilateral symmetry gives human beings survival-oriented 3-D vision and stereophonic hearing, though maybe those are not essential. But an upright stance could place an alien’s limb—with something like hands bearing something like fingers—within convenient distance of its eyes for manipulating food, weapons, and tools. The being would be neither a giant (too ponderous) nor microbe-sized (too few brain cells). It would have to be able to communicate. Telepathy would be the best mode, but speech is efficient too. And aliens almost certainly would be sexual creatures.

An ET space traveler could use traits such as curiosity, intellection, high skills, flexibility, imagination, and a value system with enough altruism to delay tangible rewards; and maybe an emotional nature that helps make existence fun or otherwise worthwhile. If their purpose is to observe Earthlings longitudinally, they need the capacity to feel joy and/or despair.

But other writers have warned against Earth chauvinism, the assumption that conditions for life elsewhere must be generally Earthlike: carbon-based, of moderate temperature, with available water, oxygen, and so on. They reason that different geophysical conditions could create living forms far different from any that have ever existed on Earth. A truly alien being might be something we cannot yet easily imagine, the likeness of which is not in our folklore or systems of traditional belief.

Again, consider the long-term effects of technology. If the dinosaurs had evolved into a smart reptile, it might have been an upright biped, verbal, sexy, and with tool-making hands—more than a little like us. But what would the surviving dinosaurs look like today, after a hundred million years of evolution and hi-tech genetic innovations? We are on the verge of modifying our human genome by seeking super babies with higher IQs, more attractive physiques, and better health. Even if an alien race started out as human-like, after a few hundred millennia of super technology a species could evolve itself into unimaginable modes that CE-3 witnesses might perceive, but which would be unclassifiable within traditional Earthly life forms.

If aliens ever really come here and are like Travis Walton’s fetal humanoids or the Garden Grove exotics, they will leave physical traces and their presence will be provable. In the absence of physical evidence, CE-3s would gain more credibility if even a few abductees told us of a new category of entities, things without the familiar connections to folklore, myth, and tradition; things believable yet strictly alien to Earthly experience. Regrettably for true believers, no such CE-3 aliens have yet been described.

—ALVIN H. LAWSON
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alien types Since the late 1960s, a few UFO researchers have tried valiantly to establish a typology of creatures said to be of an extraterrestrial nature. But so great is the variety of alien life-forms reported in UFO incidents (critics like to point out that there are as many types of aliens as there are people who report them) that classification systems have generally failed to cover the entire range of alien types, or take into account the dozens of small differences among the reported entities.

To address this problem, and to counter the notion popularized by the media that the “Grays” are the only “real” aliens, this writer developed an alien classification system based strictly on phenotype (or the observable physical characteristics) of the aliens reported in UFO incidents. This classification system has been detailed (with some 50 sample cases, which are fully illustrated) in my book: The Field Guide to Extraterrestrials (Avon, 1996).

I found that just about all the “aliens” seen during the past century could be categorized as belonging to one of four broad classes.

The first class, the Humanoid, describes beings with an essentially human shape: a head, torso, two arms, and two legs. The second class, the Animalian, refers to entities that are far more animal in appearance than human. The third class, Robotic, describes those that look distinctly mechanical. About 95 percent of alien reports fall into these three classes. The other 5 percent can be lumped together into a catch-all category that, for want of a better term, I call Exotic.

I then divided each of these four classes of aliens into a variety of distinct types. Among the Humanoid, the first and the most recognizable are what I call Human simply because they look so much like us that it would be impossible to tell “them” from “us” on any busy metropolitan street corner.

The second type are the Short Grays, which thanks to Hollywood, if not the aliens themselves, are the pre-eminent alien type reported today. But since many short humanoid aliens do not in any way resemble Grays, either because of their extreme hairiness, green skin tone, or bulky spacesuit, I created a separate type called Short Non-Grays.

Rounding out the Humanoid class are two other types, the Giants, for those entities that stand 8- to 15- feet tall, and the Non-Classic, for those that do not fit into any other humanoid type—like the odd being with pointed ears and mummy-like skin seen in Pascagoula, Mississippi in 1973.

The second major class of beings, the Animalian, consist of entities as different as Bigfoot, swamp creatures, goblins, and fairy-like aliens. For the names of the five Animalian alien types—Mammalian, Reptilian, Amphibian, Insectoid, and Avian—I simply drew upon their resemblance to either hairy mammals, reptiles, amphibians, insects, or birds.

I found that all Robotic aliens could fit comfortably into one of two types. Either the robots appear to be entirely “Metallic,” and are so named, or a part of them, like their appendages, resemble flesh and are therefore called “Fleshy” Robots. Likewise, I divided the Exotic class of aliens into two types: the “Physical” Exotics, which resemble the classic blobs of science fiction, and the “Apparitional” Exotics, which are at least partially transparent or ghost-like in nature.

The Field Guide to Extraterrestrials was generally well received and is widely regarded as the standard reference on alien types.

—PATRICK HUYGHE

Allagash abductions This was a multiple-witness abduction that involved four art students, whose encounter occurred while on a camping trip in the state of Maine. The case involved identical twins, Jim and Jack Weiner, and their companions, Charlie Foltz and Chuck Rak, who were abducted from a canoe on the Allagash Waterway on August 26, 1976.

The investigation took place between January 1988 and mid-1993. It resulted in a 702-page (10-volume) report and a book entitled The Allagash Abductions written by Raymond E. Fowler and published by Wild Flower Press in 1993. The investigators of the case included: MUFON Director of Investigations, Ray Fowler; a physicist who specialized in UFO entity cases; a MUFON consultant in hypnosis; and consultants in the areas of polygraph and psychiatric testing.

The UFO encounter was initially reported to Ray Fowler by one of the percipients (Jim Weiner) during a UFO symposium at Waltham, Massachusetts, in May of 1988. Jim told Ray that he, his twin brother Jack, and two friends had a close encounter with a UFO while camping on the Allagash Waterway in a wilderness area of northern Maine. Concurrent with the encounter they had experienced a period of “missing time,” which had bothered them for years. Years later, Jim was referred to Ray Fowler by his personal physician during treatment at Both Israel Hospital in Boston. What follows is a synopsis of the abduction accounts and the subsequent investigation.

On Friday night, August 20, 1976, the four young art students (all in their twenties) left Boston, Massachusetts for a canoe and camping trip on the Allagash Waterway. Upon arrival at a staging area, they hired a pontoon airplane, which flew them and their canoes to Telos Lake on the Allagash River. During the next several days they canoed and camped along the waterway.

On the evening of Thursday, August 26th, they reached Eagle Lake, where they set up camp and later decided to go night fishing for trout in a canoe. The pitch darkness of the area necessitated the building of a huge bonfire to mark their campsite, so that they could find their way back. Shortly after beginning to fish, Chuck Rak became aware of a feeling that he was being “watched.” He said: “I turned toward the direction from where I felt this and saw a large bright sphere of colored light hovering motionless and soundless about 200-300 feet above the southeastern rim of the cove.”

Chuck yelled for the others to look behind them. There, rising above the trees was a huge oval glowing object. As their eyes became adapted to its intense brightness, a gyroscopic motion was noted as if there were pathways of energy flowing equatorially and longitudinally from pole to pole. This divided the sphere into four oscillating quadrants of bright colored light. The color changes were very liquid and enveloping, as if the entire object had a plasmatic motion to it, like a thick sauce does as it starts a rolling boil.

Charlie Folz grabbed a flashlight and blinked it on-and-off toward the object. Simultaneously, a tube-shaped beam of light erupted from the object and hit the water. A glowing ring with a dark center reflected on the water’s surface, indicating that the beam was low. The object and its extruding beam of light began moving toward the canoe. Terrified, the campers began paddling frantically toward their glowing bonfire and camp, as the beam swept across the water and engulfed them.

It was from this point on that the conscious memories of the four differed according to each of their vantage points.

The next thing Charlie remembered was paddling for shore and then standing at the campsite with the others, watching the object move away.

Chuck Rak remembers staying in the canoe after the others had piled out in panic onto the shore. Transfixed, still holding his idle paddle, he could not take his eyes off the object.

Jack and Jim were able to consciously remember a bit more about the tail end of the chase. Jack explained that “it was just behind us, and I could see that we were never going to outrun the beam. It was advancing too fast and I remember thinking ‘Holy Shit’! This is it! We’ll never get away.” The next thing I knew, we were on the shore getting out of the canoe looking directly at the object which was now about 20 or 30 feet above the water. The beam was still coming out of the bottom of it like the object was sitting on the beam. It hovered there, right in front of us, completely silent for what seemed like four or five minutes.

“Suddenly the beam was pointing up towards the sky. The object began to move up and away from us towards the southwestern sky and then shot into the stars and was gone in just a second.”

Jim Weiner added: “There was no mistake that the beam was coming directly to us. Then I remember standing on the lake-shore watching the object hovering above the lake 50 to 75 yards in front of us.... Then the search beam went upward into the sky and we saw it moving away at a tremendous speed. We all seemed to be in a state of shock.... We just stood there unable to move or talk.”

The object left with a step-like motion. It would suddenly implode into nothing and than appear further in the sky and then repeat this strange flight path before streaking out of sight.

When the strange anesthetizing effect wore off, Chuck got out of the canoe and joined the others as they trudged dreamily up the beach to their camp. Even in this state, they were dumbfounded when they realized what had happened to the huge bonfire that had just been blazing a seeming several minutes ago.

“‘When we left to go fishing,” said Jim, “we set very large logs on the fire to burn for a good 2 to 3 hours. The entire experience seemed to last, at the most, 15 or 20 minutes. Yet the fire was completely burned down to red coals.”

At that time, they had no memory of what happened during the time it took for their huge bon fire to burn down. This remained a puzzle to them for years.

Several years after the Allagash incident, Jim suffered a head injury, which caused tempero-limbic epilepsy. During treatment, Jim began to have nightmares about he and his camping companions being nude and in a strange place with bug-eyed humanoids around him. He also awoke at night to see strange creatures around his bed. Sometimes he felt as he were being levitated from bed; and other times after being overcome with paralysis, he felt something was being done to his genitals. Jim’s doctor noticed that he was overtired and asked him what was the matter. Jim refused to tell him at first but when the doctor told him that it was affecting his medical treatment, Jim confessed to what was happening to him. He also told the Doctor about his prior “missing time” experience on the Allagash waterway. Jim’s physician was familiar with the abduction phenomenon and advised him to contact a UFO researcher. At that time Jim was reluctant to do so. However, later the doctor saw a newspaper story about Ray Fowler lecturing at a symposium in the area in May of 1988. He phoned Jim and convinced him to attend the lecture and talk to Ray about the UFO experience.

In January of 1989, Ray Fowler initiated a formal investigation with MUFON UFO entity specialist and physicist David Webb and MUFON hypnosis consultant Anthony (Tony) Constantino. The investigation was conducted in a careful and meticulous manner over a period exceeding two years. After the four witnesses completed and signed MUFON UFO-sighting forms, they were interrogated. Their stories were cross-checked for consistency and a character check was performed to check their credibility.

It was obvious that the period of missing time had to be sandwiched between sighting the object and reaching shore. The beam of light engulfing the canoe seemed to be the dividing point between memory and amnesia. During the first of a long series of hypnosis sessions, it was decided to concentrate on this segment of the terrifying encounter.

Under hypnosis, all four witnesses relived detailed and traumatic UFO abduction experiences during the period of missing time. All were transferred from their canoe into the UFO by the hollow tube-like beam of light. On board, they encountered strange humanoid creatures that exerted some kind of mind control over them, so they could not resist their demands.

All four were made to take their clothes off and sit on a plastic-like bench in a misty area illuminated by diffuse white light. After looking at their eyes and in their mouths with a pencil-sized rod with a light on its tip, the entities placed them in a harness and flexed their arms and legs. Then, one by one they were made to lie on a table where each was examined by a number of strange handheld and larger machine-like instruments that were lowered over their bodies. During this segment of the examinations, the entities removed samples of saliva, skin scrapings, blood, feces, urine, and sperm from each of the abductees.

After the physical examinations, the abductees were made to dress and enter another room, which had a round portal in one of its walls. They were lined up and made to walk into the portal. Strange sensations surged through their bodies as they found themselves floating down the hollow beam of light into their canoe, which was now floating in shallow water at their campsite. The tube-like beam of light seemed to hold the canoe steady as each person was placed in it, in the same seating position that they were in prior to their abduction.
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Artist’s impression of Jim and Jack Weiner on a bench, in the UFO, with one of the aliens

As the hypnosis sessions continued, much detail was recovered about their onboard experience. Also, it was discovered that the twins had undergone bedtime visitations by alien creatures and had abduction experiences since early childhood—in addition to being abducted a number of times during their adult life. These experiences were relived in vivid detail while under hypnosis.

Their UFO experiences left physical evidence behind in the form of burns on the bottom Jack’s feet. Jack also received a biopsy-like scoop mark above his ankle during one of his adult abductions. The scoop mark was located just above a scar left behind during an operation for an anomalous lump that had appeared overnight on Jack’s leg. Jack’s local doctor thought it was a cyst, but was unable to drain it, so referred Jack to a surgeon who removed it.

Jack was told that local pathologists did not know what it was and that it had been sent to the Center for Disease Control in Atlanta, Georgia, for further analysis. However, when Jack’s medical records were checked, it was discovered that the removed object was sent to military pathologists in Washington, D.C., where it was analyzed by a United States Air Force Colonel. Attempts for further information about the anomalous lump were thwarted, as the surgeon would not cooperate with the inquiry.

In addition to character checks of the four abductees, a number of other checks were made to ascertain witness credibility. Medical records, camping diaries and photographs were examined. Friends and relatives that first heard about the experience were interviewed. The head forest ranger who supervised matters on the Allagash Waterway was located. He remembered the incident and had reported it to the then active Dow Air Force Base located in Bangor, Maine.

Psychological profile tests were administered to each abductee. Each was also subjected to polygraph tests. All of these checks indicated that the four percipients were honest and telling the truth about their experience.

The many-faceted and intriguing elements of the Allagash abductions also provided a catalyst for a detailed correlation of the witnesses’ experiences with benchmarks exhibited in other abduction reports being investigated and studied. Such reports were derived from an exhaustive survey of 270 reported UFO abductions in the United States and abroad by Dr. Thomas E. Bullard of the University of Indiana. It was found that the four abducteas had experienced many of the typical benchmarks of the UFO abduction phenomenon.

A number of alternate theories for the abduction phenomenon were also examined in light of the Allagash abductions. These included hoaxes, fantasy-prone personalities, psychoses, birth-trauma memories and archetypical images form the so-called “collective unconscious.” Each of these was critiqued and eliminated in the light of the evidence collected during the investigation.

The final 10-volume investigative report was made available to other researchers for peer review. Public information about the case was accomplished through Ray Fowler’s 1993 book, The Allagash Abductions, a Time-Life book on the UFO-abduction phenomenon, and several TV documentaries.
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Charlie Foltz lying on the examination table; Jim and Jack sitting on a bench

Fowler’s report concluded that the moral character of the witnesses, the graphic reliving of their experiences under hypnosis, and the extraordinary correlations between their experiences and those of others provided overwhelming evidence that their experiences were objective in nature. Such evidence combined with the positive results of polygraph and psychological tests, together with the typical physical effects found on the witness’s bodies, prompted Ray Fowler to place the Allagash abductions in MUFON’s great significance category.

—RAYMONDE. FOWLER

Allende letters The mystery of the so-called “Allende letters” arose in 1956, when an annotated copy of Morris K. Jessup’s book, The Case for the UFO (1955), arrived at the Office of Naval Research (ONR). It looked as if three men (named “Mr. A.,” “Mr. B.,” and “Jemi”) had passed the book among themselves, adding handwritten notes to Jessup’s text. Jessup also reported that he had received a series of letters from Carlos Allende (a.k.a. Carl M. Allen). The letters and annotations seemed to indicate that the writers had some special knowledge of UFOs and alien cultures beyond that of any government on Earth.

The story, as it is usually told, begins when the book arrives at the ONR. Some researchers have claimed that Navy officers, after carefully studying the text, became extremely interested and contacted Jessup. By that time, Jessup had already received the letters.

The Navy, according to the story, requested and received permission to reproduce the book in a limited edition. The original text was printed in black and the notations in red. All the letters sent by Allende were included as an appendix.

During the next several years the Navy allegedly spent taxpayer money, time, and a great deal of effort researching the incident. Navy investigators reportedly looked for Allende but failed to find him. Post marks suggested Seminole, Texas, Gainesville, Texas, and DuBois, Pennsylvania, as locations for Allende.

The letters concerned the alleged teleportation of a Navy ship from its dock in Philadelphia to the a dock in Virginia and back again during the Second World War. The experiment, allegedly witnessed by Allende, who claimed to be a member of the crew, was mentioned only in a single brief article that appeared in a single Philadelphia newspaper. Allende supplied neither the date nor the name of the newspaper so that this aspect could not be corroborated.

Allende claimed that the experiment was a success but the people were failures. Over half the crew was lost during the experiment, and the rest suffered from a variety of strange side effects. Some, according to Allende, were “mad as hatters,” while others would “go blank,” or “get stuck.” Allende said they would seem to disappear or “freeze” on the spot.

The notes added to Jessup’s book were no less confusing. Terms like “mother ship,” “great war,” “force cutters,” “magnetic and gravity fields,” and “sheets of diamonds” were used. The notations explained what happened to the men, women, ships, and planes that have disappeared in various locations around the world. Allende and his friends seemed to explain many things that no one else had been able to solve.

Sidney Sherby, an officer at ONR in 1956, told researchers in the 1970s that the reprinted annotated book was not part of a Navy project as tradition demanded, but a private investigation by men who happened to be in the Navy. No one officially at ONR thought much about the case. They were not going to waste time on an obvious hoax. It meant that members of the Navy, acting on their own as private citizens, had been interested. The Navy had no objection with the reproduction as long as it involved no Navy personnel, time, or finances. The fact that they were employed by the Navy shadowed them, giving rise to the rumor of official Naval interest.

Jessup, who had a financial stake in the Allende Letters, and who saw them as a way of revitalizing his sagging career, never learned the truth. His search came to an end on April 29, 1959, when he was found dead in a Dade County, Florida, park. His death was ruled a suicide.

The whole story should have ended in the 1970s when Jim Lorenzen announced that the whole thing was a hoax. According to a letter written by Lorenzen: “He [Allende] was on his way to Denver... and after talking to us for hours, admitted he had made up the whole thing. We even obtained a signed statement by him saying that it was a hoax.”

William Moore and Charles Berlitz rejuvenated the tale with the publication of The Philadelphia Experiment (1979). In it, they even reprinted the famed newspaper article but in a break from journalistic tradition, not a single name appeared in the article. Once again the newspaper itself and the date were missing so that no corroboration could be found.

In the years that followed, several men have come forward claiming they were involved in the experiment. However, not one has ever provided documentation that they were on the ship. In one case, a man claimed the Navy had altered his life so that it would seem he was not involved.

In the end, Allende’s confession that he had invented the tale, Sherby’s explanation of what happened at the ONR, and the lack of any evidence that the experiment had taken place should have killed the story. The case has smacked of a hoax from the beginning, and no evidence has ever been offered to suggest otherwise.

—KEVIN D. RANDLE
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America West Airline sighting On the night of May 25, 1995, veteran Captain Eugene Tollefson and First Officer John J. Waller, in charge of America West Flight #564 on a routine trip from Tampa, Florida, to Las Vegas, Nevada, encountered a UFO. At 10:25 MDT, two-thirds of the way through its planned four and one-half hour flight, the Boeing 757 was cruising smoothly at 39,000 feet, and passing near Bovina, Texas. A stratus overcast stretched some 8000 feet below the aircraft while to the northeast an active thunderstorm cell loomed, topping off some 1000 feet above it.

Suddenly the attention of the lead flight attendant, sitting in the cabin behind the pilot, was drawn to a line of flashing lights in the sky to the north of and below the airliner. Both the flight attendant and first officer then observed a horizontal row of eight strobe-like lights, flashing on and off in a sequence from left to right.

Appearing “bright white with a tint of blue” and having the brilliance of landing lights, the row seemed to be at an altitude of 30,000 to 35,000 feet. Although Capt. Tollefson had to leave his seat to observe the lights, he too noted their sequencing from left to right. Ultimately, the westward progression of the airliner caused the UFO to be situated in front of the thunderhead, whose lightning discharges silhouetted the strange object. Seen from this aspect, the UFO appeared to the first officer as a dark wingless cigar 300 to 400 feet long, with lights disposed along its length, and perhaps 22 miles distant. Tollefson felt the object might have been closer, with a 400- to 500-foot length. The object was in view for approximately five minutes.
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UFO observed by America West pilots (Drawing by Susan Swiatek)

Although the air crew immediately contacted the Albuquerque Air Route Traffic Control Center to report the sighting, a flight controller stated that no unknown object was being picked up on radar; several airplanes in the vicinity of Flight #564 likewise were not able to spot the strange strobing lights. NORAD’s western headquarters, alerted by Albuquerque ARTCC to the presence of the unknown aircraft, initially indicated they were tracking a nontransponding radar target in the vicinity of Flight #564. However, NORAD subsequently received a transponder code identifying this target as a specific aircraft.

Longtime researcher Walter N. Webb, working with a grant from the UFO Research Coalition, conducted an extensive investigation of the Flight #564 incident, ultimately acquiring the voice tape communications between the 757 and Albuquerque ARTCC, but was unable to resolve the UFO as any known meteorological phenomenon or manmade aircraft. It remains unexplained.

The case was profiled in 1995 on the TV show Sightings and is detailed in a report by Webb published by the UFO Research Coalition.

—ROBERT SWIATEK

Anatomy of a Phenomenon (Henry Regnery, 1965). Jacques Vallée begins his distinguished career as a UFO investigator and theorist with this book, analyzing historical reports of UFOs to discern common themes in the effects on machines and people. Among his many astute observations: the period 1914 to 1946 featured few UFO reports, yet it was “one of the richest periods in science fiction stories of all kinds.” This leads him to believe there is little substance to the notion that UFO rumors are spread by public intoxication with science fiction ideas.

—RANDALL FITZGERALD

Ancient Astronaut and SETI Society (AAS) Originally known as the Ancient Astronaut Society (founded in 1973 by Dr. Gene Phillips), the AAS is the principal organization that supports the ancient astronaut theory of Erich von Däniken, et al. The AAS organizes conferences, seminars, and field trips, some of which are guided by von Däniken himself.

Their main areas of interest are quoted as follows:

•   The origins of life on Earth

•   The origins of intelligence on Earth

•   The origins of religions

•   The original core of global mythologies

•   The description of gods in ancient texts

•   The depiction of :judgments of the gods” in prehistoric times

•   The legendary ancient kings and ancestors in old Sumerian texts and sacred scriptures

•   The vanishing of religious and mythological beings “into the heavens”

•   The issue of God and the Devil, the ancient symbols of good and evil

•   The promises of a “return” in all religions and the fear mankind has of this event

•   The time-shift mentioned in a number of ancient texts

•   The construction and motivation of structures from prehistoric times for which there is as yet no explanation

•   The earliest offerings for the appeasement of the gods

•   The origins of ancient religious symbols and cults

•   The origins of related rock carvings around the globe

•   The origins of similar figurines of gods

•   The origins of worldwide giant ground drawings and hill figures which are designed in such a way that they can only be seen from the air

Membership is the AAS is open to all.
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ancient astronaut theory The ancient astronaut or space-god theory proposes that intelligent, humanoid beings from outer space came to Earth in the distant past, created man in their image, and then went on to develop human civilization. Reports (i.e., legends and references by early historians) of ancient UFOs and alleged biblical UFO sightings are generally assumed by space-god proponents to be connected with ancient astronauts, thereby making it a theory of ancient contactees.

Author Erich von Däniken, the most popular spokesman for the movement, states the theory as follows: “In prehistoric and early historic times the Earth was visited by unknown beings from the Cosmos. These unknown beings created human intelligence by a deliberate genetic mutation. The extraterrestrials ennobled hominids ‘in their own image.’ That is why we resemble them—not they us. These visits to Earth by alien beings from the Cosmos were recorded and handed down in religions, mythologies and popular legends. In some places the extraterrestrials also deposited physical signs of their presence on Earth.” (Von Däniken’s Proof, 1978)

Hints of the theory can be found in the writings of Charles Fort, who once said “we are property,” in the context that extraterrestrial beings might be watching over us earth-lings as a farmer would cattle or sheep. Another early proponent of ancient astronauts was astronomer Morris K. Jessup, who began to develop the idea in his book The Case for the UFO (1955).

It was not until 1960, however, that most of the “classic” or standard examples of alleged extraterrestrial evidence in ancient times was enumerated and synthesized by the French authors Louis Pauwels and Jacques Bergier in their book The Morning of the Magicians. Other books followed, such as The Sky People by Brinsley Le Poer Trench (1960); Paul Thomas’ Flying Saucers Through the Ages (1962); Robert Charroux’s One Hundred Thousand Years of Man’s Unknown History (1963); and more recently, the whole series of books by von Däniken, beginning with Chariots of the Gods? in 1968, followed by another series of books by Zecharia Sitchin (beginning in 1976), known collectively as the “Earth Chronicles.”
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To von Däniken, this rock painting from Tin-Tazarift in the Tassili mountains most likely represents an ancient astronaut “wearing a close-fitting spacesuit with steering gear on his shoulders and antennae on his protective helmet.”
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Could this 14th century fresco from the Desani Monastery in Jugoslavia represent an ancient space traveler?

Although there is nothing absurd or impossible about the idea that ancient astronauts could have visited the Earth, the theory suffers from a lack of evidence that unambiguously links anything with extrater-restrrials. Discrepancies found in the books of von Däniken and others who have supported the ancient astronaut thesis can be categorized, for the most part, as follows: (1) speculations built on grossly inaccurate or misleading premises; (2) playing the game “it looks like”; and (3) omissions of pertinent information that if known would indicate a very different conclusion.

For example: a Mexican sarcophagus lid that supposedly depicts a man piloting a rocket is actually a deceased Mayan ruler by the name of Lord Shield Pacal who, in the stone carving, is shown against the background of a corn plant (which has been verified by comparisons with other examples of Mayan art); the giant statues on Easter Island, which proponents of ancient astronauts claim could only have been constructed with the aid of extraterrestrials, are known to have been carved by the natives themselves (verified by experiments conducted by Thor Heyerdahl on his famous Easter Island expedition in 1955-56); and a series of events (related by von Däniken in Chariots of the Gods?) interpreted as an “eyewitness account of a space trip” supposedly contained in the Epic of Gilgamesh that, upon reading the entire Gilgamesh epic, one does not find!

—RONALD D. STORY
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ancient UFOs There is no question but that strange aerial objects have been described in roughly similar terms for thousands of years. Unknown lights and shapes seen in the sky, strange beings making contact with humans—these mysteries are a part of man’s oldest art and literature. And although we should view the very early reports with caution, it would be unreasonable to ignore them.

References are found all over the world, in ancient legends and written histories, of strange happenings in the sky. “Fiery globes” fluttering about the night sky, “circular shields” during the day—that is how the ancient Greeks and Romans described what they saw. The Egyptians of 3500 years ago left accounts of “circles of fire” and “flaming chariots” that sailed across the heavens. The American Indians had their legends of “flying canoes” and “great silvery airships” in the days of the covered wagons. Such accounts have been handed down through the ages by nearly all peoples of the world: from ancient Egypt, India, Tibet, Japan, China, Scandinavia, Ireland, England, France, Italy, Polynesia, and the Americas.

The following examples are quoted by the British author Harold T. Wilkins, in his book Flying Saucers on the Attack (1954), from reportedly ancient sources:

216 B.C.: Things like ships were seen in the sky, over Italy. ...At Arpi (180 Roman miles, east of Rome, in Apulia), a round shield was seen in the sky.

214 B.C.: The forms of ships seen in the sky at Rome.

213 B.C.: At Hadria (Gulf of Venice), the strange spectacle of men with white clothing was seen in the sky. They seemed to stand around an altar, and were robed in white.

170 B.C.: At Lanupim (on the Appian Way, 16 miles from Rome), a remarkable spectacle of a fleet of ships was seen in the air.

In November 1969, there appeared an intriguing article entitled “Paleolithic UFO Shapes,” by the French UFOlogist Aimé Michel in the British Flying Saucer Review (Vol. 15, No.6). Michel had found that our Magdalenian ancestors fashioned works of art that are striking indications that they too had seen UFOs. On the walls of the famous les Eyzies, Laseaux, and Altamira caves in France and Spain are found renderings of objects that clearly resemble modern descriptions (and photographs) of disk-shaped UFOs. Just what the Magdalenian artists were attempting to portray—15,000 to 30,000 years ago—may never be known. But, without a definitive explanation, the UFO interpretation must at least be considered as a possibility.

Many more examples of ancient UFO interpretations can be found in the books of Desmond Leslie, Morris K. Jessup, W. Raymond Drake, et al.

—RONALD D. STORY

Andreasson abductions The UFO-related experiences and associated paranormal phenomena experienced by Betty (Andreasson) Luca and members of her family. Raymond Fowler’s research over a period of twenty years is broken down into five separate investigative phases. During this inquiry, it gradually became apparent that Ray and his family also bore distinctive benchmarks of the UFO abduction phenomenon. The five phases of the investigation are published in five consecutive books: The Andreasson Affair (1979), The Andreasson Affair, Phase Two (1982), The Watchers (1990), The Watchers II (1993), and The Andreasson Legacy (1997). A synopsis follows:

[image: image]

Betty (Andreasson) Luca

PHASE I

Phase I of the investigation took place between January 1977 and January 1978. Betty Ann Luca (then Mrs. James Andreasson) reported a UFO experience to J. Allen Hynek in response to an article that mentioned his interest in receiving such reports. Dr. Hynek referred her letter to the Massachusetts chapter of MUFON (the Mutual UFO Network). After an initial interview, a team was put together to investigate Betty’s reported experience. In addition to Ray Fowler, the Phase I MUFON team consisted of a physicist, an aerospace engineer, an electrical engineer, a telecommunications specialist, a professional hypnotist, a lie detector specialist, and a medical doctor (as a consultant).

Betty’s report to Dr. Hynek described only her conscious memories and those of her father, Waino Aho (since deceased). The date was January 25, 1967. At that time, Betty and her family resided in the small Massachusetts town of South Asburnham. She was in the kitchen when the event began. Her seven children, together with her mother and father, were in the living room. Her husband, James, was in the hospital recovering from an automobile accident.

At about 6:35 P.M. the house lights suddenly began to flicker and then blinked out. A pulsating pink, then reddish-orange light shone through the kitchen window; and a strange vacuum-like feeling settled over the house, as if time was standing still.

Betty told her frightened children to remain in the living room while her father checked to see where the light was coming from. When he looked out the window, he saw a group of strange-looking small humanoid creatures coming toward the house moving with a strange floating, jumping motion. As they passed by the window, one of the entities looked at him. He remembered nothing after that, as he was placed in what can only be termed as a state of suspended animation.

The five entities passed through the solid kitchen door and confronted Betty. As they passed through the door, they seemed to fade in and out of reality. This was essentially Betty’s conscious memory of the experience. However, during fourteen sessions of time-regression hypnosis, both Betty and her daughter relived what they think occurred after the entities entered the house.

The rest of Betty’s family was placed in a state of suspended animation. The entities commanded Betty to follow them outside. Betty felt strangely compelled to go with them but was concerned for her family. The entities then temporarily released Betty’s oldest daughter, Becky, from her suspended state to assure Betty that her family would be all right. Becky relived this segment of the encounter under hypnosis.

Betty floated through the solid-wood kitchen door in line with four of the entities. One entity was left behind. Under hypnosis, Becky remembered this entity again releasing her from suspended animation to ask questions about the rooms in the house and to amuse her with floating balls of light.

Outside, Betty was brought to a small oval-shaped craft on tripod landing gear, whereupon she floated into it. The craft accelerated upward and apparently entered a much larger craft. While on board she was subjected to the effects of strange equipment before and after a physical examination.

During the examination, a tiny BB-like object was removed from her nose. Attempts via hypnosis to learn how it got there were unsuccessful. Betty became terrorized during these probes and the hypnotist refused to press the matter further.

After the exam, Betty was placed into a tank of liquid and made to drink another liquid that had a tranquilizing effect. Soon after, she was removed from the tank and floated along a track into an alien place. While there, she underwent a traumatic experience during an encounter with a holographic-like portrayal of the death and rebirth of the legendary Phoenix bird.

During this experience, a booming chorus of voices told Betty that she had been chosen to show something important to the world. She then was returned home to find her family still in a state of suspended animation and guarded by the entity that was left behind.

Betty and her family, under mind control of the entities, were put to bed in a state of unawareness. Betty was told that she would forget her experience until an appointed time. During the abduction the entities related to Betty that: humans would fear them, but they were here to help the human race; human time is localized and they were not bound by time; their technology is para-physical in nature, and man is not made of just flesh and blood.

The MUFON team was able to verify a number of facts associated with the initial segment of Betty’s UFO abduction experience, including the power blackout and the approximate time that the incident began.

OEBPS/images/f0075-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0077-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0048-01.jpg
UFHINONI WILLIINS 34 jo varssiuiad Aq pasy) “FXIN 301 Aq L661 @ WbuAdo)

v -
, -
Otherworldl Flatwoods |
% beings bathed Monster 2
£, in light |
3 i) Lol
T Little & B Lol
. N @ -
B >
? : ) € < |
1947 1952 1954
“Flying Saucer” 1950's era of “Hairy Dwarfs” common
craze begins “Contactees”
w 10’ *Cyclops” o
— +
o - - L |
£ othmar |
E Andreasson
abduction

Iddda

1957 1958 1961 1963 1965 1966





OEBPS/images/f0046-01.jpg
\ Y

Woodinuile, Wash. Varginha, Brazi “The asin archetype
January 1, 1996 January 20, 1996 in the year 2000

PR  CUR T e





OEBPS/images/f0044-01.jpg
Houston, Tex Baltmore, Md. Pascagoua, Miss.
May 1573 Summer 1873 October 11, 1873

BN

4 {
Rawins, Wyo. Aveley, Essex, England  Aveley, Essex, England
October 25, 1974 October 27, 1974 October 27, 1874

i B o i .





OEBPS/images/f0079-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/fm1.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0060-02.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0060-01.jpg
/u\//@
= -





OEBPS/images/f0066-01.jpg
Robot

Apparition

‘Humanoid

A. Dorothy  B. Munchkins C. Lion D. Tin Man E.Ham'hds F. Wizard





OEBPS/images/f0062-02.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0064-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0062-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0064-02.jpg
HAuman  Humanoid  Animal Robot Exotic  Apparition






OEBPS/styles/page-template.xpgt
 

   

   
	 
    

     
	 
    

     
	 
	 
    

     
	 
    

     
	 
	 
    

     
         
             
             
             
             
             
        
    

  

   
     
  





OEBPS/images/f0031-01.jpg
VPO INIEINATILINAL.






OEBPS/images/f0026-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0049-01.jpg
UFAINONITYILLAINS 21 jo varsstutiad Aq pasn “FXIN 201 Aq L6611 g WouhAded

3

Aindadadea

44

ddddddd

4~ Robots

it

E Reptilian

1978

1979

“Lizard Man”

¥

1983

1986

Travis
Walton
abduction

1975

Current

DedalusdindadituSudel

Bl

Titbordiidie Ll





OEBPS/images/f0074-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0078-02.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0045-01.jpg
Alagash Widemess, Me.
‘August 26, 1976

Lynnwood, Wash.
Juiy 1981

\ Y 4

Upstate, N.Y.
December 26.27, 1985

‘Allagash Widemess, Me.
‘August 26, 1976

Upstate, N.Y.
December 26.27, 1985

- =
=9

Charieston, S.C.
March 18, 1978

Indianapos, nd.
June 30, 1983

G Breeze, Fia
December 2, 1987

T E—





OEBPS/images/f0080-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0043-01.jpg
Villa Santing, ltaly
‘August 14, 1947

‘ ,?ﬂ((\ |

| \®#/ |

59

\

® .






OEBPS/images/f0078-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0063-02.jpg





OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
THE DEFINITIVE ILLUSTRATED A-Z CYMEEOAERRINGS ALIEN

THE MAMMOTH
ENCYCLOPEDIA or

EXTRATERRESTRIAL
ENCOUNTERS ‘e

/EDITED BY RONALD D. STORY

| Featuring expert speculations, theories and contributions by top thinkers in the field of UFO/SETI research, including:
(EROME CLARK, FRANK DRAKE, ERICH VON DANIKEN, PETER DAVENPORT, TIMOTHY GOOD, JOHN MACK, NICK
{POPE, JENNY RANDLES, CARL SAGAN, WHITLEY STRIEBER, JAQUES VALLEE ... and many more






OEBPS/images/f0065-01.jpg
Human ‘Humanoid Animal ‘Robot

A. Alice B. Dum & Dee C. Rabbit D. Cards E. Humpty F. Cheshire






OEBPS/images/f0034-01.jpg
Aesial Phencmana Rusearh Organization Tns.






OEBPS/images/f0061-02.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0036-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0061-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f0063-01.jpg
Human ‘Humanoid Animal ‘Robot Exotic Apparitional






OEBPS/images/f0065-02.jpg
mumanoid - Animal Robot Exotic Apparition

£ S
E Caliban F Ariel





OEBPS/images/f0032-01.jpg
AL A EHAA L ILNAL






OEBPS/images/pub.jpg





