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				INTRODUCTION

				‘‘All modern American literature comes from one book by Mark Twain called Huckleberry Finn.”

				So said Ernest Hemingway in 1935, thus sealing the reputation of Samuel Langhorne Clemens—better known by his pen name, Mark Twain—as the “father of American literature.” Twain’s masterpiece about boyhood life on the Mississippi River, and its predecessor, The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, combined humor, warmth, and superb storytelling to vividly reflect the American way of life in the second half of the nineteenth century. 

				In Huckleberry Finn, Twain broke with the idea that literature should be written in “literary English,” instead telling Huck’s story in the colorful voice of a poor, uneducated American boy. This groundbreaking experiment with the vernacular inspired writers around the world, while the novel’s insights into race, slavery, and moral issues continue to be relevant today.

				But Twain was much more than a superb novelist. He was an accomplished raconteur, journalist, social critic, and humorist—and, of course, he was a travel writer. It is 
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				fascinating to know that Twain’s account of his journey to Europe and the Middle East, The Innocents Abroad, was the most celebrated of his books in his lifetime. In 1867, he wrote, “I am wild with impatience to move—move—Move!” And move he did, crossing the Atlantic 29 times, living in several European cities, and circumnavigating the globe.

				For all his adventures and literary success, however, Twain’s personal life was marred by tragedy. Poor financial judgments brought him to near bankruptcy, and the early deaths of three of his four children were devastating blows. But throughout his turbulent life, he never lost his love of words or his readiness to express an opinion. 

				Brimming with Twain’s humor, ideas, and views, this volume features some of the author’s best-loved sayings alongside extracts from his writings and fascinating facts about his life. It is a celebration of the man, his character, and his incredible talent.
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				THE MAN IN WHITE

				Twain once observed, “All life demands change, variety, contrast—else there is small zest to it.” From his Mississippi River boyhood through to his worldwide travels and emergence as a global celebrity, the writer certainly lived a full and rich life. 

				In the following quotes, Twain, and those who knew him best, reflect on the man behind the white suit. 
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				‘‘We were good boys, good Presbyterian boys, and loyal and all that; anyway, we were good Presbyterian boys when the weather was doubtful; when it was fair, we did wander a little from the fold.’’

				67th birthday dinner, November 28, 1902
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				‘‘Next after fine colors, I like plain white. One of my sorrows, when the summer ends, is that I must put off my cheery and comfortable white clothes and enter for the winter into the depressing captivity of the shapeless and degrading black ones.’’

				Autobiography of Mark Twain, 2010

				
					[image: ]
				

			

		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				- 12 -

			

		

		
			
				THE LITTLE BOOK OF MARK TWAIN

			

		

		
			
				‘‘I am a border-ruffian from the State of Missouri. I am a Connecticut Yankee by adoption. In me, you have Missouri morals, Connecticut culture; this, gentlemen, is the combination which makes the perfect man.’’
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