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“I like the TV show but I like this book even better.”

Tilda, 6
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“It’s amazing and a really exciting book to read!”

Grace, 7
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“The book is really, really good. It’s almost like

I’m there watching.”

Sigalia, 7
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“The pictures were beautiful and I think all girls of my age will love it!”

Aimee, 9
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“It’s a gripping story and a fabulous book!”



Emily, 7
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[image: images]  Which three words best describe the tango to you?


Dramatic, passionate and expressive.

 

[image: images]  How old were you when you discovered you loved to dance?


I started dancing at the age of five and I haven’t stopped since. I love it more now than ever before, the older you get the wiser you get.

 

[image: images]  Did you go to a special dance academy like Bella?


No, but I went to a very good dance school after school and at weekends which I loved.

 

[image: images]  How old were you when you won your first dance competition?


I was around twelve.

 

[image: images]  What is your favourite dance and why?


I love lots of dances, I love music that inspires me. If I had to pick one dance, though, I’d have to say the Argentine tango. It suits my style and I love the music.

 

 

 

Turn the page to find out how Bella learns 
 to dance the tango …
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“Wow,” murmured Bella Jones, her eyes wide as she gazed at the large building in front of her. A gleaming sign read “Strictly Dance Academy” in an arch over the entrance door. “Oh Dad, I can’t believe we’re actually here.”

Her dad grinned. “Exciting, isn’t it? My little Bella … dancing in front of the Strictly Come Dancing judges, no less! You’re going to knock their socks off, I know it.”

Bella bit her lip. She wished she could feel as confident as her dad sounded! Even though she was wearing her sparkliest heart-shaped earrings for luck, she still wasn’t sure she’d be able to remember her own name in front of the judges, let alone dazzle them with her dance skills! “Er … not definitely,” she reminded him, lowering her voice as they walked through the revolving glass doors into a brightly lit reception area. “There are only ten places at the Strictly Dance Academy, remember … and just look at all these other girls who are trying out for it.”

She gulped as she saw the huge line of people already snaking back from the reception desk. Uh-oh. The place was heaving – competition was going to be seriously tough today!
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Strictly Come Dancing was nine-year-old Bella’s favourite programme and she’d been astonished to receive an invitation to audition for the children’s dance academy that had been set up in connection with the show. The dance academy only took the most talented young dancers, giving them an opportunity to learn lots of different types of dance alongside the usual school subjects. But not only that, being an academy pupil meant there would be lots of exciting opportunities to audition for dancing roles in all sorts of things – TV shows, musicals, music videos and even films! Bella dreamed of being a dance star – and getting into the Strictly Academy would mean she was one step closer.

Knowing it was Bella’s dream, her mum had secretly sent in a YouTube video of Bella dancing in the living room – and the performance had won her an audition!

This morning, Bella had woken up extra early and Dad had brought her along to the academy in London where the girls’ auditions were taking place. It was also where the Strictly Come Dancing dancers and celebrities rehearsed, and Bella was hoping she might see some of her favourite stars.

Her tummy was fizzy with nerves and excitement. Any minute now, I’ll wake up, she thought as they joined the queue. To think that her friends at school were all having an ordinary Friday with spelling tests and maths lessons while she was here!

Once they reached the front of the line, Dad signed them both in and the receptionist gave them special visitor badges with their names on. “Bella Jones – that must be you,” the lady said, handing hers over with a smile. “And there’s yours, Mr Jones. One of the judges will be along soon to take you to the studio,” she added. “Good luck!”

Bella and her dad waited with all the other girls and their parents for a few minutes, then a hush fell over the crowd. Bella gasped and clutched Dad’s arm as a man walked in. “It’s Ben Goodwin!” she whispered in excitement.

Ben Goodwin was the head judge on Strictly Come Dancing, and always had a kind word for contestants. He looked taller than he did on television somehow, but every bit as smart in his suit and tie. He smiled around the room, eyes twinkling, and Bella felt a thrill run through her.

“Welcome, one and all,” he said. “Thank you for coming, it’s wonderful to see so many keen dancers with us today. We’re going to watch you all perform in groups first, before choosing our final ten girls for the academy. But we need to get cracking! We’re filming the show later today, so there’s no time to lose. Follow me!”
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