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A world of dogs

Dogs are one of our closest animal companions. They

have travelled alongside us to every continent on Earth.

They may have started out as wary wolves, coming close

to score some easy food but, over thousands of years, dogs

have evolved into the most diverse mammal on the planet

and are involved in almost every part of our lives.

They protect us, hunt with us and help us travel. They can

guide us, find us and get us through the toughest of times.





[image: image]

7

No matter whether they’re sprinting across sandy

deserts, blazing through blizzards, trotting through

towns or simply snuggling up on the sofa – dogs are

here to stay. Right by our side.

It’s time to grab the lead, pack some poo bags and

discover the wonderful world of dogs!

Like me!

And me!
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A tail of time:

The evolution of man’s best friend

The grey wolf

Twenty million years ago, canines and

felines branched into two separate families.

One ancestor to the wolf, the Tomarctus,

lived over 15 million years ago. It developed

pads on its feet, and a fifth toe (the dew

claw) – features we see on dogs and wolves

today. The oldest living relative of the dogs

we know today is the grey wolf, with which

domestic dogs share 98.8% of their DNA.

Domesticated dogs

Over many generations, the

characteristics, appearance

and genetics of these wolves

began to change, becoming a new

subspecies –

canis lupus familiaris.

Modern human

Originated in Africa

200,000 years ago.

Domestication of wolves

Though we do not know exactly where, when or how domestication

began, most theories suggest it happened in Eurasia between 15,000

and 40,000 years ago.

It’s likely that some wolves partially domesticated themselves, following

human hunters and becoming less fearful of them. Friendlier wolves may

have received scraps and decided to live closer to humans, guarding their

new food source and working together.

(canis lupus)

(Homo sapien)

The earliest evidence of dogs and

humans living together comes from

fossils dating back over 14,000 years.
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Agriculture

Humans developed

settlements, grew food

and began domesticating

other animals like goats,

sheep and cattle over

10,000 years ago. Dogs

protected and helped

move the flocks.

On the move

Dog remains found in Russia suggest people

have used dogs for sledging for at least 9,500 years.

The oldest of this type of dog originated in Siberia,

and the Greenland dog is its closest living relative.

Ancient

artefacts

Rock carvings and ancient

pottery showing dogs dates

back over 8,000 years, telling

us dogs were important to

early societies.

Five types

It is believed that ancient Egyptians were

the first to breed dogs for specific purposes.

By 6,000 years ago there were five distinct

types of domestic dog: Mastiffs, Spitz, sight

hounds, pointing dogs and herding dogs.

Companion canines

Around 2,000 years ago, people

of nobility began breeding dogs as

companions and status symbols.

The last 200 years

Most of the breeds we know today were developed over

the last 200 years. Humans selectively bred dogs not only

for hunting and guarding but also for their appearance.

Today, there are well over 400 breeds of dog.

Canine colleagues

Dogs have been given more and

more responsibilities, from search

and rescue to police dogs. We trust

them with our lives.

Now and forever

Dogs are a huge part of our

lives. They are social media

superstars and science

superheroes, and they will

continue to surprise us

as human’s best friend.

Dogs in space 1957
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Ancient dogs

Most of the dog breeds we know today have only existed in the last

200 to 300 years, but some have been around for thousands of years.

Prehistoric cave paintings and studies of ancient remains can give us

an idea of when and where some of these first dogs existed.

1. Saluki

(Middle East)

For at least 5,000 years, Salukis have

been treasured for their elegance,

unmatched speed and hunting skills.

They were even considered worthy

enough to be mummified and buried

alongside ancient Egyptian pharaohs,

and are still considered to be the royal

dog of Egypt. While as fast as the wind,

peaceful, sensitive Salukis would

much rather snooze on the sofa.

2. Akita Inu

(Japan)

Once a badge of status, wealth and aristocracy,

ownership of an Akita was, until the 19th century,

restricted to royalty and samurai, who used the

dogs to guard them while they slept. Akitas are

so strong and hardy they were once used to trap

bears, holding them at bay until hunters came.

But they are best known for their fierce loyalty

thanks to one dog, Hachikō, and his story of

unwavering devotion to his owner. You can

spot statues of Hachikō throughout Tokyo.

3. Tibetan Mastiff

(Tibet)

To get hold of a Tibetan Mastiff you’ll need a wallet the size of

this dog’s head – and that’s pretty huge! Thought to be the oldest

(3,000 years) and most rare type of Mastiff, this gigantic guardian

dog is the most expensive dog in the world. For this reason they are

seen as a symbol of wealth: one Mastiff with red fur sold for

$1.9 million in 2014. Bred to guard livestock, this bear-like fluffy

giant is always on the alert for potential intruders.

8,000-year-old Iranian pottery

shows dogs thought to be the

Saluki or the Afghan Hound.
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5. Afghan Hound

(Afghanistan)

Surely such a fabulously silky-haired hound

like the Afghan has always been strutting its stuff

elegantly down a catwalk! In fact, as a breed dating

back over 3,000 years, they were once tenacious

hunters, known to take on snarly snow leopards

and fast-moving antelope. Their long hair was

ideal for keeping them warm in the bitterly cold

Afghan nights and their large feet helped them leap

easily at speed across the harsh mountain terrain.

4. Basenji

(Africa)

The Basenji is an ancient breed whose

unique features are down to nature, instead

of human involvement. Though known as

the barkless dog, Basenjis are far from silent
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