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CHAPTER ONE

A New Furry Friend

Lily Hart was leaning over the fence of a rabbit run. As she dropped carrot sticks into a bowl, a little brown bunny with a bandaged ear looked up from the grass he was nibbling. He hopped over and began to crunch the carrots.

“You look so much better!” Lily said. She stroked his soft fur and he wriggled his nose happily.

Lily’s parents ran Helping Paw Wildlife Hospital in a large barn in their garden. It was surrounded by pens where poorly bunnies, foxes, hedgehogs and other animals stayed until they were better.

The gate rattled, and Lily turned to see Jess Forester coming over from the cottage where she lived with her dad. Jess was her best friend, and loved animals just as much as Lily did! The two girls helped care for the animals at the hospital as often as they could.

“Look what I’ve got!” said Jess. She showed Lily a brightly coloured box covered with drawings of animals.

“You’ve decorated our memory box!” Lily said. “It looks so beautiful!”
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“That’s not all,” Jess said. “See what is inside!”

Lily opened it and gasped in surprise. “These are things from Friendship Forest!”

Friendship Forest was the girls’ special secret. It was a hidden world where something amazing happened – all the animals could talk! Their friend Goldie the cat lived there, and whenever she came to find Jess and Lily, she took them on exciting adventures in the magical forest.

Lily touched a scrap of golden wool. “That’s from the Woollyhops’ shop,” she said. “And here’s a feather from Mr Cleverfeather the owl, and the bookmark Mrs Taptree the woodpecker gave us from her library.” She smiled. “Jess, it’s fantastic! It will remind us of our forest friends!”

“Our adventures there are so amazing, we could never forget them!” Jess laughed. “But we can look in the box whenever we miss Goldie and the other animals.”

Lily nodded, smiling. “I wonder when we’ll see her ag—” She stopped. “What’s that?”

Jess listened.

“Mee-eww.”

Lily spun round. A beautiful golden cat was rolling in a sunny spot. Her eyes were as green as spring grass.

“Goldie!” they cried, bending to stroke her shiny fur. The cat rubbed around their legs then darted off towards Brightley Stream.

Lily’s eyes sparkled. “Goldie’s taking us back to Friendship Forest! I wonder what memories we’ll make this time?”

Goldie led the girls over the stream and into Brightley Meadow. Then they ran towards a bare old tree.
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The Friendship Tree!

As Goldie reached it, bunches of pink and white blossom appeared. Suddenly bees buzzed and tiny bluebirds chattered among the blooms.

Lily touched the words carved into the tree’s bark, and the girls read them aloud. “Friendship Forest!”

They shivered with excitement as a door magically appeared in the trunk.

Goldie jumped through the doorway, and the girls ducked after her into the golden glow which made them tingle. Jess and Lily knew that meant they were shrinking, just a little.

When the glow faded, the girls found themselves in bright sunshine, surrounded by tall leafy trees. The warm air was filled with the scent of orange daisies and lemon berries. A silver-speckled butterfly fluttered past, singing to herself.

“Welcome back to Friendship Forest,” said a soft voice.

The girls turned. There was Goldie, standing upright, her golden scarf around her shoulders.

“It’s so lovely to be here!” said Jess.

As the girls hugged their friend, Lily spotted a movement behind a bush. “Goldie, who’s there?” she whispered.

“Someone wants to meet you,” said the cat. “Come out, Hannah!”
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A furry brown face, with big dark eyes, peeped from behind the bush. It was a little bear cub!

“Hello, Hannah!” said Jess.
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Hannah ran to the girls. Her fluffy brown fur was the colour of delicious dark chocolate, and it glowed in the sunlight. She had a pretty pink scarf around her neck.
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