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by Mick Gowar and John Joven







Long, long ago, all animals were friends.


Animals could talk to each other.


Dogs talked to cats – politely.


Lions and goats spoke to each other – politely.
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No animal growled at, or barked at, or bit
another animal, and no animal ever ate
any other animal. That was the rule.
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Fox and Goose lived next door to each other.


They were good neighbours.


In those days, all animals were good neighbours.


That was the rule.


Fox and Goose tried to be friends,
but it wasn’t easy. Fox liked to howl
at night, which kept Goose awake.
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Goose liked to sing in the morning,
which woke up Fox.
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“Fox and I should be friends,” thought Goose,
“even if he does howl all night.”


All animals were supposed to be good friends.







