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“Yum,” said Charlotte Williams, helping herself to a still-warm orange and cranberry muffin. She and her family were having breakfast on their sunny patio.

Charlotte took a big bite of muffin. “These are delicious, Dad,” she said.

“Thanks,” said Dad. “I used the oranges from our trees.”

Back in England, Charlotte’s family had had apple trees in their garden. But here in California, where they had moved not long ago, there were orange trees in their yard. Dad was always thinking up new recipes to use up the fruit.

“What are we doing today?” asked Liam, Charlotte’s little brother.

“Can we go to the beach?” said Harvey, Liam’s twin.

Charlotte nodded eagerly, her mouth too full of muffin to speak.

“The surf conditions are supposed to be great today,” said Dad.

“What about your homework?” said Mum, sipping freshly squeezed orange juice.

“We finished it yesterday after school,” said Harvey.

“The beach sounds great,” said Mum. “But we need to get all our weekend chores done first.”

Liam and Harvey groaned as Mum pulled out a to-do list.
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“What should we do first?” Charlotte asked helpfully. She knew that the sooner they got their chores done, the sooner they’d all be riding the waves!

Studying her list, Mum said, “I’ll mow the lawn, your dad can vacuum, and you kids can wash the car.”

After clearing the breakfast things away, Charlotte and her brothers went into the garage to fetch a bucket and three big sponges. Charlotte filled the bucket up with water from the hose and added special soap, sloshing it around to make the water bubbly.

Dipping their sponges in the sudsy water, Charlotte and her brothers soaped the car.

“You two should give yourselves a wash while you’re at it,” Charlotte teased. “You’re beginning to pong.” Her brothers hated taking a bath!

“You should talk – I can smell your cheesy feet all the way over here,” Harvey said, tossing his sponge at Charlotte.

SPLAT! It hit her in the chest, soaking her T-shirt.

Playfully narrowing her brown eyes, Charlotte said, “That’s it! You asked for it!” She grabbed the hose and chased Harvey around the car.

SQUIRT! Charlotte sprayed Harvey.

Rushing to his twin’s defence, Liam chucked a soggy sponge at Charlotte, but it missed – hitting Harvey on the back!

“Oi!” cried Harvey. He grabbed the hose away from Charlotte and sprayed Liam.

Shrieking with laughter, Charlotte and her brothers ran around the car, pelting each other with wet sponges and spraying each other with the hose. Soon they were all soaking wet and covered in soapy suds – but at least the car was clean!
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“Time out!” gasped Charlotte, making a T-shape with her hands. “We’d better finish the car or we’ll never get to the beach.”

She and her brothers got to work drying off the car with soft cloths.

“Good job,” shouted Mum over the noise of the lawnmower.

When the car was so clean it sparkled in the sunshine, Charlotte and her brothers ran into the house, leaving wet footprints on the carpet.

“It looks like you’ve already been swimming,” Dad chuckled, tousling Charlotte’s damp brown curls. “Go and put your swimming costumes on.”

Upstairs, Charlotte changed into a sporty navy blue swimming costume. She picked up a joke book that had fallen on the floor and put it on her bedside table, next to a heart-shaped ceramic box.

Charlotte carefully touched the box, which had a mermaid painted on the lid. Her best friend, Mia Thompson, had made it and sent it to Charlotte all the way from England. Charlotte ran her finger over the mermaid’s green hair and silvery tail. She looked exactly like their mermaid friend, Marina!

Charlotte and her best friend Mia had met Marina at Wishing Star Palace, a magical place in the clouds where the girls were training to become Secret Princesses. Meeting mermaids was just one of the amazing things that had happened to them since they’d started their training. They got to go on wonderful adventures and use magic to grant people’s wishes!

Charlotte felt a stab of worry as she thought about Marina and their other mermaid friends. The mermaids had been forced to leave the beautiful Blue Lagoon and move into the palace swimming pool. Princess Poison, the Secret Princesses’ enemy, had sent a frog named Toxin to poison their home, turning the lagoon’s water slimy and green.

Princess Poison used to be a Secret Princess, but she had been banished from Wishing Star Palace for using wishes to gain more power. Now she used her bad magic to cause problems for the Secret Princesses – and their friends.

The only way to break Princess Poison’s curse was to grant four watery wishes.

Don’t worry, Charlotte told the mermaid on the heart-shaped box silently. Mia and I are going to fix the lagoon. We won’t let Princess Poison stop us.
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