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And therefore, since I cannot prove a lover

To entertain these fair well-spoken days

I am determined to prove a villain



Richard; I.i.
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Visit the battleground at Bosworth Field alone, and you will meet me without knowing it. My restless spirit will seem to be the sighing of the wind through the branches of a tree, or the creeping shadow of a passing cloud. Long ago, I was flesh and blood like you. I was a king until I came here. On this field I lost my crown, my kingdom and my life.

Before I became King Richard, I was Richard, Duke of Gloucester, son of the house of York, though my deformed back and withered arm earned me other titles. ‘Richard Crookback’, my enemies called me, ‘hedgehog’ and ‘spider’. I had many names and many enemies, chiefly in the house of Lancaster.
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For almost thirty years the Yorkists and Lancastrians made war to decide who would rule in England. My brother Edward was king, until he was overthrown and exiled by King Henry; but he came back, with me and our brother George, Duke of Clarence, at his side. King Henry was imprisoned in the Tower of London – for his own safety, naturally. Our armies marched west, and won a glorious victory over Edward, Prince of Wales, at Tewkesbury. The prince was captured unharmed, but somehow met with an unfortunate accident and died of stab wounds.
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