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CHAPTER 1

Young Heiress

When Victoria was born on 24th May 1819 in Kensington Palace, the royal family were not very popular. Her grandfather, George III, was still King and lots of relatives were in line for the throne.

No one thought Victoria would ever become Queen…
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…but then things started to change. Before Victoria’s first birthday, her father, Prince Edward the Duke of Kent, caught pneumonia and died. Six days later, her grandfather died and her uncle, George IV, became King.


 


[image: images]



 



Victoria lived in Kensington Palace with her mother, but they weren’t very rich. Most of the carpets were thin and worn and they couldn’t afford fine food.
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Victoria spent most of her time playing on her own with her dolls. Uncle Frederick, the Duke of York, died in 1827. Three years later, King George IV died. William IV was crowned King and suddenly 11 year-old Victoria found herself next in line to the throne.
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Victoria’s mother made sure that the young princess would be well prepared for the time she would become Queen.
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