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When we wrote this book more than one year ago, America was only beginning to understand the breadth of the challenges that the country faces with Communist China. In October 2019, we couldn’t have predicted just how much larger, more serious, and more immediate these threats would become.


As you’ll read in this book, the Chinese Communist Party’s (CCP) goal to make Communist China the dominant global superpower by 2049 threatens US interests, security, and values. General Secretary Xi Jinping and the CCP’s blatant attacks against freedom, human rights, capitalism, sovereignty, and the law-based global system to achieve dominance present undeniable risks for Americans.


The CCP’s actions in the past year underscore how real and how immediate this threat is for the United States.


Specifically, the coronavirus pandemic has impacted every single American. If it wasn’t for President Trump’s early, decisive action, the virus could have had a much more devastating impact on the United States. Initially, it was estimated that more than 2 million lives would be lost. After developing the most robust testing capacity in the world, discovering successful treatment methods, and securing critical medical and personal protective equipment, President Trump and his administration have successfully been leading the charge to restore normalcy to the United States. The administration is diligently working to develop a vaccine for COVID-19, ensure the health and safety of Americans, and reinvigorate our record-breaking economy.


But the global spread of the coronavirus could have been prevented—or at least minimized—had it not been for the Chinese Communist dictatorship’s coverup and lies. Though the precise source of the virus in China is disputed, there is clear evidence that the CCP’s response to the initial outbreak resulted in the global spread of the virus.


The earliest known suspected case of the coronavirus was recorded in Wuhan on November 17, 2019. However, Communist China’s response—fueled by the encouragement of the World Health Organization—throughout December and January proved to be nothing short of deceptive and disastrous. (The Hudson Institute has a detailed timeline of events that we encourage you to examine.)


First, the Communist Chinese dictatorship concealed the severity of the virus and ignored warnings that it could be spread among humans. By the end of December, doctors in Wuhan suspected human-to-human transmission, and on December 31, Taiwan issued a similar warning to the World Health Organization. Yet on January 9, the WHO claimed that “the virus does not spread readily between people,” praised “China’s increased capacity to manage new outbreaks,” and advised against trade and travel restrictions directed at China. Then on January 14, the WHO claimed: that “preliminary investigations conducted by the Chinese authorities have found no clear evidence of human-to-human transmission.” Yet, that same day, in a confidential teleconference with provincial health officials, the head of China’s National Health Commission (China’s top health authority) was quoted in a memo as saying: “The epidemic situation is still severe and complex, the most severe challenge since SARS in 2003, and is likely to develop into a major public health event.”


Nonetheless, on January 18, authorities in Wuhan permitted the gathering of almost 40,000 people for China’s Lunar New Year holiday. It wasn’t until January 20—more than two months after the earliest known case—that transmission between people was confirmed by China’s health commission.


Further, Chinese authorities concealed the virus’s genomic sequence needed to identify cases and understand its spread. Most of the virus was sequenced by a genomics company in China by December 27. It revealed the virus was similar to SARS, and the data was shared with officials in Wuhan and the Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences. Numerous other genomics companies received samples as well around the same time.


Despite these revelations, an anonymous employee at one of the genomics companies, speaking to the Straits Times, recalled getting a phone call on January 1 from a Chinese health official. The official demanded that the employee’s company cease testing the Wuhan novel virus samples and destroy those in their possession.


On January 3, according to the Straits Times, institutions were ordered by China’s National Health Commission “not to publish any information related to the unknown disease.” Labs were also instructed to “transfer any samples they had to designated testing institutions, or to destroy them.” The authorities finally shared the genome with the world on January 12—after three separate government labs had fully decoded the genome and after having sat on it for more than a week.


The failure to transparently and responsibly respond to the outbreak goes all the way to the top levels of the Chinese Communist dictatorship. A New York Times headline claimed that US intelligence officials had concluded in a report that “top officials in Beijing were in the dark in early January on the true dangers of the virus.”


This does not capture the full story and only serves to shift blame away from General Secretary Xi Jinping. Let’s set the record straight. First, on January 7, General Secretary Xi had a meeting with the top leadership of the CCP during which he “put forward requirements for the prevention and control of the novel coronavirus pneumonia epidemic.” Second, it was China’s top health authority that required labs to transfer or destroy samples on January 3. Third, the AP reported: “Privately, [WHO officials] complained in meetings the week of Jan. 6 that China was not sharing enough data to assess how effectively the virus spread between people or what risk it posed to the rest of the world.” Though this does not absolve the WHO for touting China’s downplaying of the virus, it does reveal that there was clearly something happening that Communist China was concealing. And finally, recall the memo from the confidential January 14 teleconference in which the head of China’s top health authority described the epidemic situation as “likely to develop into a major public health event.” According to the AP, the memo revealed that the purpose of the conference was “to convey instructions on the coronavirus from President Xi Jinping, Premier Li Keqiang and Vice Premier Sun Chunlan, but does not specify what those instructions were.”


To add to this, local officials were hesitant to send “bad news” to higher levels of authority due to the nature of China’s centralized dictatorship. People were scared into silence as authorities arrested doctors, journalists, and whistleblowers. Starting in December, coronavirus-related terms were censored on online platforms. CCP officials launched a nationalist “wolf-warrior” diplomacy campaign, tried to blame the United States for the outbreak, and issued a veiled threat to cut off critical pharmaceutical supply chains. Xi Jinping touted China’s Health Silk Road and tried to position Communist China as a leader in global health. This proved disastrous as more details emerged about the coronavirus coverup and as medical equipment sold by China to other countries proved to be defective, endangering even more lives.


China’s response to the virus further solidified the threats presented to the United States by the totalitarian dictatorship. Communist China’s suppression of information, manipulation of international organizations, disinformation campaigns, and leveraging of critical supply chains posed very real threats to our national security, economy, and the health of hundreds of millions of Americans.


While the coronavirus pandemic brought the PRC under greater public scrutiny, the CCP’s attempts to subvert American freedom, prosperity, and security have been ongoing long before this virus reached our soil.


As you’ll learn in this book, we have misunderstood Communist China for decades. We were wrong to hope that by increasing economic and diplomatic cooperation with the Chinese Communist Party, they would transform into a “responsible stakeholder” that played by the rules. We fundamentally failed to recognize that the Chinese Communist Party is a totalitarian dictatorship with a Leninist ideology of power. The CCP system is, at its core, antithetical to our own.


For the 2049 “China Dream” to become reality, it requires an aggressive domestic and global strategy. To reach this goal, the CCP is attempting to destroy freedom, abolish human rights, steal intellectual property and research, conduct espionage, expand its soft power and military capabilities, and infiltrate international organizations. Since this book was originally published, we’ve seen more and more instances of Communist China undertaking such efforts.


THE HONG KONG TAKEOVER


In Hong Kong, mass demonstrations erupted in the first half of 2019 after the government proposed an extradition law that would have made Hong Kongers subject to the mainland’s totalitarian judicial system. As Hong Kongers stood up to protect their freedom and autonomy, the protests led to violent clashes with police. Even though this proposed law was eventually withdrawn, the movement expanded to include demands for universal suffrage, an independent investigation into police brutality, and reprieve for the demonstrators, while also calling for the government to stop calling the protests “riots.” Yet the protesters’ calls for freedom and government accountability were met with resistance. Police made thousands of arrests and fired tear gas and rubber bullets at demonstrators, and the government outlawed face masks. Protesters were beaten by gangs and sprayed by police with water cannons with blue-dyed water. By the end of September 2019, the number of Chinese military personnel had nearly doubled in Hong Kong. Asian and Western envoys in Hong Kong reported at the time that “China has now assembled its largest-ever active force of People’s Liberation Army troops and other anti-riot personnel and equipment in Hong Kong.”


In the summer of 2020, however, the protester’s hopes of ensuring a free and autonomous Hong Kong were dealt a devastating blow by the mainland. The imposition of Beijing’s national security law at the end of June effectively stripped Hong Kong of any legally protected freedoms and autonomy from the mainland.


The law is troubling for a number of reasons. The law is so broad that it literally applies to every single person on earth. The offenses are also defined so broadly that, according to Amnesty International, “‘endangering national security’ can mean virtually anything.” The law also gives the government greater control over schools, social organizations, media, and the internet, while granting sweeping powers to investigative authorities without the requirement of a court order. It also permits suspects to be taken to the mainland to be tried (the initial cause of the protests). Moreover, the law establishes a national security office in Hong Kong for China’s central Communist government that operates outside of Hong Kong’s jurisdiction.


The disqualification of pro-democracy election candidates, China’s capture of refugees attempting to flee Hong Kong for Taiwan, and the high-profile arrest of activist Jimmy Lai and the raid on his newsroom are clear indicators of how the national security law has already further destroyed Hong Kong’s freedoms.


The law’s imposition was met with staunch global opposition and a tough response from the United States. The Trump administration issued sanctions—including on Hong Kong Chief Executive Carrie Lam—revoked Hong Kong’s special status, and ended the US-Hong Kong extradition treaty.


The New York Times published an oped by a Hong Kong official claiming, “From Beijing’s point of view, democratic development in Hong Kong has brought about nothing but chaos, polarization and anti-China sentiment. What’s more, Beijing isn’t actually encroaching on Hong Kong’s semi-autonomy by taking measures to proscribe subversive activities in the city.”


But this couldn’t be further from the truth.


The CCP’s crackdown in Hong Kong is another tragic example of the Party’s disregard for freedom and human rights. As Secretary of State Mike Pompeo stated, “During the best of times, the PRC ruthlessly imposes communism. Amid the most difficult challenges, the United States secures freedom.”


OPPRESSION IN XINJIANG


Hong Kong is not the only place where the CCP is working to stamp out freedom and impose control over its population. This book further explains the CCP’s mass imprisonment and oppression of Uyghurs and other Muslim and ethnic groups in China’s western region of Xinjiang.


As more information has come to light in the past year regarding the arbitrary imprisonment, slave labor, systematic elimination of culture and religion, digital totalitarian surveillance, and forced sterilization, intrauterine devices, and abortions taking place in Xinjiang, there is no denying the extent of the human rights violations that are taking place.


The Australian Strategic Policy Institute’s Xinjiang Data Project has identified more than 380 camps, detention centers, and prisons constructed or expanded in Xinjiang over the past three years. According to the ASPI, “Available evidence suggests that many extrajudicial detainees in Xinjiang’s vast ‘re-education’ network are now being formally charged and locked up in higher security facilities, including newly built or expanded prisons, or sent to walled factory compounds for forced labor assignments.”


Another report by the ASPI, titled “Uyghurs for Sale,” exposes the CCP’s forced labor transfer programs and estimated that at least 80,000 workers have been sent from Xinjiang to other parts of China. This report exposes that there is a serious risk that major US-based international brands have supply chains connected to the CCP’s forced labor practices.


A series of internal Chinese documents have been leaked that have revealed more about the inner workings of the Xinjiang slave state. The New York Times released a document that gave Chinese local officials sample responses to students returning home for a school vacation to realize their families were imprisoned in a camp. The officials were instructed to respond to the students’ questions: “I’m sure that you will support them, because this is for their own good, [and] also for your own good.” Another document obtained by the International Consortium of Investigative Journalists provided instructions for how to “prevent escapes” from and maintain secrecy about the internment camps. And another 137-page spreadsheet revealed the extent to which people in Xinjiang are tracked and how individuals can be detained merely for having a formerly imprisoned relative or taking an unauthorized pilgrimage.


The United States has responded with economic sanctions, customs authorities, and strong condemnation of the CCP’s actions. But for the CCP, the atrocious campaign to eradicate culture, religion, life, and freedom in Xinjiang is not about countering “terrorism” or “extremism,” as the Party tries to claim. As Indo-Pacific studies fellow at the American Foreign Policy Council Michael Sobolik wrote, this is about the CCP keeping control over Xinjiang, which is the location for three major land-based trade routes that are pillars of the Belt and Road Initiative.


Nonetheless, following the September 2020 Third Xinjiang Work Conference at which General Secretary Xi Jinping gave a speech, Communist China’s state media declared:“Practice has proven that the Party’s new era strategy for governing Xinjiang is entirely correct and must be adhered to over the long term.” It appears as though the CCP has doubled down on its human rights abuses in Xinjiang.


THEFT AND ESPIONAGE


Further, China continues its longstanding effort to steal US intellectual property and research and engage in espionage and data theft. The Department of Justice’s China Initiative has found that about 80 percent of the DOJ’s prosecuted economic espionage cases involved alleged actions that benefit Communist China. Moreover, two hackers were indicted in July 2020 for working on behalf of the Communist Chinese dictatorship and attempting to steal COVID-19 vaccine research, testing, and treatment technology.


The CCP’s attempts to exploit our open education system for its advantage have also persisted. As part of one of China’s more than 200 government-run talent recruitment programs, the chair of Harvard’s chemistry and chemical biology department was arrested and charged for lying about his participation in China’s Thousand Talents Programs in January 2020. There is a real threat that the CCP will use research gleaned from US experts in talent programs or discovered in US institutions to benefit its People’s Liberation Army. In response, the Trump administration has rightly placed heightened visa restrictions on individuals with Chinese military ties.


Critical research and intellectual property are not the only types of information the CCP is after. A database that was uncovered in September 2020 showed that the firm Zhenhua Data, with reported ties to China’s military and intelligence apparatuses, had been gathering data on about 2.4 million people in countries around the world. Information was collected primarily using open-source data, including social media profiles. According to the recipient of the leaked database, US academic Christopher Balding said, “From politics to organized crime or technology and academia just to name a few, the database flows from sectors the Chinese state and linked enterprises are known to target.”


TikTok, with its more than 91 million US users, and WeChat have also raised serious concerns for the potential to collect mass amounts of data on Americans and threaten individual security and privacy. The Trump administration’s ban on the platforms has been met with legal stonewalling. Yet the case of Zhenhua Data (also a “private company”) should be a clear indication of how serious the Chinese Communist dictatorship is about mass foreign data collection.


More espionage efforts have also been exposed. A from Tibet was arrested on September 21, 2020, and charged with being an illegal CCP agent reporting back to the Chinese consulate on other ethnic Tibetans. The Chinese consulate in Houston was closed as a result of its espionage operations. An official for the US Department of Justice said, “It’s understood that there will be some activity here by those services,” but “the sum total of the Houston consulate’s activities went well over the line of what we’re willing to accept.”


Through theft and espionage efforts, Communist China is working to gain critical information, data, and research that will further its objectives.


EXPANSION OF SOFT POWER


The CCP is also aggressively working to control its image using censorship and propaganda, and by leveraging access to China’s market, resources, and the country itself. Particularly in the wake of the coronavirus pandemic, some of China’s diplomats have become much more assertive in their rhetoric—an approach known as “wolf warrior diplomacy.” One of the most prominent examples of wolf warrior diplomacy was issued in a tweet on March 12, 2020, by a Chinese diplomat who claimed the US military brought the virus to Wuhan.


Furthermore, the Chinese Communist Party has continued to use a variety of tactics and leverage to try force Americans, businesses, and the US government to bend to its will. In retaliation for the Trump administration’s designation of five Chinese state media organizations as foreign missions, China expelled journalists from the Wall Street Journal, New York Times, and Washington Post in March 2020. US journalists in China continue, however, to be subject to censorship requirements and the Chinese Communist Party’s whims in terms of renewing their press credentials.


In an effort to influence US judicial proceedings, the Trump administration received threats from Chinese officials that US citizens in China could be detained if the DOJ prosecutes PLA-affiliated researchers. The US State Department issued a travel advisory on September 14, 2020, warning that China’s government “uses arbitrary detention and exit bans… to gain bargaining leverage over foreign governments.”


Communist China also tries to dangle access to its large market and cold-hard cash over US companies and institutions. The NBA, for instance, bent its knee to the CCP after the general manager of the Houston Rockets issued a tweet in support of the Hong Kong protesters on October 4, 2019. After inducing outrage in Communist China, including with major Chinese corporate partners, the NBA tried to cover its tracks to preserve its booming business. The chief communications officer for the NBA stated that the manager’s tweet “deeply offended many of our friends and fans in China, which is regrettable.” There is a high price to be paid for freedom and the right to free speech—and for the NBA, it’s apparently valued at more than $4 billion.


Additionally, concerns about CCP influence over US institutions of higher education have also increasingly been exposed. Under the leadership of Secretary Betsy DeVos, the Department of Education has uncovered more than $6.5 billion in previously unreported funds and resources given to US universities from countries such as China, Russia, the United Arab Emirates, Qatar, and Saudi Arabia.


Confucius Institutes and Confucius Classrooms have also presented serious risks for furthering CCP influence in US education. Through providing financing, teachers, and materials, the Chinese Communist Party is able to shape student perspectives on the CCP and the People’s Republic of China through these establishments. Because of this, the US State Department designated the Confucius Institute network headquarters in the US as a foreign mission on August 13, 2020, yet many institutes and classrooms still remain operational.


Moreover, in addition to academic institutions, the CCP is expanding its foothold in international institutions to further advance its objectives. As previously described, the World Health Organization played a key role in facilitating the CCP’s lies surrounding the initial outbreak of the virus. But China’s influence over the United Nations is especially evident. According to the Foundation for Defense of Democracies, CCP-backed Chinese candidates have emerged victorious in almost every major UN election for several years. According to FDD analyst Craig Singleton, “There have been a lot of examples where Chinese officials have dangled Belt and Road Initiative funding as a corruptive means to convince UN member states, particularly ones in Africa, to vote for UN leadership candidates so they can set standards on issues affecting everyone in the world. China has no qualms about holding countries hostage in exchange for their compliance.”


These wide-ranging tactics that aim to expand the CCP’s soft power ultimately enable the totalitarian dictatorship to erode democratic values, standards, and norms.


MILITARY DEVELOPMENTS


In addition to its soft power and economic components, the Belt and Road Initiative also has potential military applications to aid in China’s global military projections and capabilities. This $1 trillion infrastructure effort is described later in this book. But as Jonathan Hillman pointed out in an October 1, 2020 oped for the Wall Street Journal, the initiative could present real problems for the CCP due to overreaching, risky projects, and poor management. Particularly in a post-coronavirus world, countries are at risk for being able to pay back their debts to Communist China and are less likely to undertake massive infrastructure projects.


However, as Hillman noted, “The Belt and Road is enshrined in the Chinese Communist Party constitution like a tattoo gotten during a drunken binge. It cannot be removed or even called ugly. It is Mr. Xi’s vision, and until he leaves power or says stop, Chinese officials will march forward with it.”


Retired US Navy admiral Samuel Locklear and vice president of the Asia Society Policy Institute Daniel Russel emphasized the military applications of the Belt and Road Initiative related to Communist China’s construction of ports. Writing in the Diplomat, ASPI stated that “BRI ports in the Indo-Pacific are not naval bases per se, but they often have dual-use commercial and military functionality. What Beijing calls ‘civil-military fusion’ is now codified in laws and regulations that require overseas infrastructure projects to be built to PLA military specifications and mandate that Chinese-owned businesses must support PLA operations.”


Attempts by Communist China to secure an overseas military foothold were also emphasized in a 2020 report by the US Department of Defense that concluded: “The PRC is seeking to establish a more robust overseas logistics and basing infrastructure to allow the [People’s Liberation Army] to project and sustain military power at greater distances.”


Furthermore, in October 2020, General Secretary Xi Jinping told Chinese troops to “put all [their] minds and energy on preparing for war.”


There have been notable military clashes and incidents involving the Chinese military since the initial publication of this book.


In the midst of the border standoff between China and India that began in May 2020, the United States is getting ready to sign an agreement with New Delhi that would share satellite intelligence with India. According to Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, China has assembled 60,000 troops along the Indian border.


Tensions have also been rising in the South China Sea as Communist China has continued to assert its claims in the region. On July 13, 2020, Secretary of State Mike Pompeo issued a statement that outlined the official US position on China’s claims in the South China Sea: “Beijing has offered a non coherent basis” for its claims and “Beijing’s claims to offshore resources across most of the South China Sea are completely unlawful.”


US naval operations have been conducted “much more frequently,” and on August 26, 2020, the United States added two dozen Chinese companies to the Commerce Department’s Entity List of entities aiding China’s efforts to build up and militarize its claims in the South China Sea.


Finally, the Trump administration is working to deepen defensive ties with Taiwan by approving arms sales to the island. In October 2020, the US State Department approved a $1.8 billion weapons package that will include missiles, aerial reconnaissance sensors, rocket artillery, and additional gear. The PRC retaliated by announcing a decision to impose sanctions on the entities involved in the planned sale: Lockheed Martin Corp., Boeing Co.’s defense arm, and Raytheon Technologies Corp.


THE PURPOSE OF THIS BOOK


Though the threats we face from China have been augmented in the past year, as you’ll discover in this book, many of these core challenges have long been evident. Under the Trump administration, however, there has been a significant policy shift toward a substantially tougher US approach to China and a deeper understanding of the Chinese Communist dictatorship. This was enshrined in the 2017 National Security strategy that labeled China a “revisionist power.”


When the trade deal was signed on January 15, 2020, Americans at the time could not have known the extent of Communist China’s lies about the coronavirus, nor that the first case of the virus reached US soil that same day.


At the time, the deal was seen as a step to increase US exports to China and combat the PRC’s economic aggression. And while it remains to be seen whether Communist China lives up to the agreement, for Americans, the overarching trade dispute put China on notice. According to the Pew Research Center, in 2019, 60 percent of Americans held unfavorable views of China. At the time, this was the poll’s fourteen-year record high.


This record has been dramatically surpassed as a result of the coronavirus. In a June-July 2020 survey, the Pew Research Center found that 73 percent of Americans hold unfavorable views of Communist China. The emphasis on China during the 2020 presidential election further underscored how important this issue is to the American people.


The Trump administration and members of Congress have made it clear that they are serious about addressing the Communist Chinese threat. On May 20, 2020, the White House released a document titled “The United States Strategic Approach to the People’s Republic of China,” which stated: “Our competitive approach to the PRC has two objectives: first, to improve the resiliency of our institutions, alliances, and partnerships to prevail against the challenges the PRC presents; and second, to compel Beijing to cease or reduce actions harmful to the United States’ vital, national interests and those of our allies and partners.”


Further, Republicans in the House of Representatives launched the China Task Force on May 7, 2020, despite efforts by their Democratic colleagues to bail on the initiative in February. The GOP House China Task Force pressed forward and released a remarkable and comprehensive report in September 2020 that provided more than 400 recommendations—more than half of which have support from both political parties. Steps to implement these recommendations have already been taken, as more than one third have passed in the Senate or the House.


But this challenge is far from over. The situation continues to evolve daily, and we encourage you to check back on Gingrich360.com for the latest updates.


When we first wrote this book, Americans were just beginning to recognize the scope and scale of the threats that Communist China poses to the United States. Now that a consensus has started to take root, the key question becomes what the Unites States needs to do to promote and protect its values, interests, and security.


An all-of-society effort will be required to overcome the challenges that we now face from Communist China as a country. This book was written to help Americans understand the threat and what we need to do as a country to survive.












SECTION ONE


TRUMP VS. CHINA


After decades of misunderstanding China and its ruling Communist Party, I’ve come to realize that China is a much more formidable competitor than our politicians, academics, and news media have realized. We had accepted a fantasy version of China. The truth is, the real modern China is a totalitarian communist dictatorship that wants to be the world’s dominant superpower—and the United States is in the way.







CHAPTER ONE
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AMERICA’S GREATEST CHALLENGE


This book is a report on two strong leaders, two strong countries, two strong visions—and the competition that will decide which vision succeeds and which vision fails.


As president of the United States, Donald Trump is the leader of the free world. It is his duty and responsibility to uphold our nation’s values, protect our democracy, defend the rule of law, and preserve the individual rights endowed to each of us by our creator. As our commander in chief, President Trump is sworn to protect our American national identity, our way of life, and our sovereignty. The ideas of freedom and sovereignty are so important to who we are as Americans that President Trump used the word “sovereign” or “sovereignty” 21 times in his September 2017 speech to the United Nations and “free” or “freedom” 13 times.1


But today, the interests, security, and values that our country cherishes, and the free world in which we are accustomed to living, is being challenged by General Secretary Xi Jinping and the Chinese Communist Party.


As general secretary of the Chinese Communist Party, Xi Jinping presides over the communist totalitarian dictatorship that has been in power since the founding of the People’s Republic of China in October 1949. Using surveillance, control, deception, and cheating as methods for preserving the power of the Chinese Communist Party—examples of which are provided throughout this book—General Secretary Xi Jinping and the Chinese Communist Party are constructing a different kind of world that threatens the survival of our free and sovereign nation.


To illustrate this competition, consider the words of these two leaders. Let’s start with the differences put forth in the two leaders’ visions for the future: President Donald Trump’s Make America Great Again initiative and General Secretary Xi Jinping’s China Dream proposal.


President Trump at his inauguration on January 20, 2017, said:


“So to all Americans, in every city near and far, small and large, from mountain to mountain, and from ocean to ocean, hear these words: You will never be ignored again. Your voice, your hopes, and your dreams, will define our American destiny. And your courage and goodness and love will forever guide us along the way. Together, We Will Make America Strong Again. We Will Make America Wealthy Again. We Will Make America Proud Again. We Will Make America Safe Again. And, Yes, Together, We Will Make America Great Again. Thank you, God Bless You, And God Bless America.”2


That is a patriotic vision of national success that looks to its people for leadership. American voices, hopes, and dreams will bring our nation to a better future. It is ultimately because of the ingenuity and effort of the American people that our nation is the world power that it is today. Putting America first and Making America Great Again starts with Americans. That is the way our country’s system was built more than two centuries ago, it is the way the US continues to prosper today, and it is how we will continue to grow stronger in the future.


Six months later, General Secretary Xi gave a speech about realizing the China Dream in July 2017, which gave his vision for China’s future:


“The whole Party must uphold socialism with Chinese characteristics and remain confident in the path, theories, system and culture of Chinese socialism, ensuring that the development of the Party and the country proceeds in the right direction. On the basis of a thorough understanding of the phases of China’s development and the people’s aspirations for a better life, we should adopt new ideas, strategies and measures to advance the overall plan of seeking economic, political, cultural, social, and ecological progress.… In our final spring towards a moderately prosperous society, we will strive for the [China] Dream of national rejuvenation through successes in Chinese socialism.”3


Xi’s vision places the socialist system above the Chinese people—and calls on them to follow and depend on it to improve their lives. It represents a vastly different pattern of thought from President Trump’s words.


Now, consider President Trump’s remarks at a rally in Phoenix, Arizona, in August 2017:


“We can do anything, we can build anything, and we can dream anything. It’s time to remember what our brave soldiers never forgot. Americans share one flag, one home, and one glorious destiny. We live according to the same law, raise our children by the same values, and we are all made by the same Almighty God.


“As long as we remember these truths, as long as we have enough strength and courage in ourselves, then there is no challenge too great, no task too large, no dream beyond our reach. We are Americans, and the future belongs to us. The future belongs to all of you.”4


Here again, the ownership of America’s future success “belongs to all of you.” By contrast, during a speech on May 22, 2019, Xi described each generation of Chinese people as being on their own Long March. The Long March refers to the Chinese communists’ more than 4,000-mile-long retreat from their Nationalist opponents during China’s civil war. The Long March is historically referred to with a sense of pride by the Chinese Communist Party, as this yearlong determined effort led to the rise of Mao Zedong as the central communist leader. Mao eventually established the People’s Republic of China that today is ruled by the Chinese Communist Party.


According to Xi, each generation engages in its own long march to slowly move the country. It is arduous, difficult, and requires great sacrifices from the Chinese people. Xi said there was “no easy path to realizing a great ideal” and that “[t]here can be no room for any desire for ease and comfort, any desire to avoid the fight, any arrogance and complacency, or any lack of drive to carry on forging ahead.” He had specific instructions for the Chinese people for succeeding in their current long march to achieve two Chinese Communist Party–determined centenary goals:


“To carry forward the spirit of the Long March and succeed in our present long march, we must remain committed to the great ideal of communism and the common ideal of Chinese socialism and engage in a tireless struggle to realize our ideals and beliefs.… On our new long march, we must firmly believe that the path of Chinese socialism is the only path that can lead us to socialist modernization, and the only path that can create better lives for the people.… As we advance on this path, we must vigorously promote the spirit of the Long March, and draw on this spirit to inspire and encourage the whole of the Party, all our military, and every Chinese person, especially the young, to devote themselves to making the country strong; to continue the great cause our predecessors started; and to write a new, glorious chapter in our new long march to attain the Two Centenary Goals and realize the [China] Dream of national rejuvenation.”5


President Trump and General Secretary Xi both have a deep sense of national pride and have presented clear visions for the future direction of their countries. But the distance between their ideal worlds is vastly greater than most Americans think. Importantly, they are mutually exclusive. If one vision succeeds, the other will fail.


There is also a real chance that Xi’s vision (which is the Chinese Communist Party’s vision) will prevail. This would be a disaster for everything that we hold dear as Americans.


In America, the news media, businesses, much of academia, and many of our political leaders (down to the state, county, and city levels) have fallen for a “nice, new China” model and have ignored the fact that the country is ruled by a communist totalitarian dictatorship. The Chinese Communist Party has intelligently mounted a 40-year-long propaganda campaign (going back to Deng Xiaoping’s first visit to the United States) to create an aura of normalcy and acceptability. This is a false front for the real China. It has led to an acceptance of a wave of victories by the ruling Chinese Communist Party with limited American reactions.


For the first time in a generation, we have a president who realizes that China and its communist leadership pose a challenge. President Trump has begun to take on this communist dictatorship in a variety of ways. The Trump administration is the most methodically critical of China—and the most committed to developing serious strategies to counter the communist dictatorship—that we have seen in at least a half-century. The contest between President Trump and General Secretary Xi may decide the future of freedom for the foreseeable future.


This book is going to introduce you to the greatest threat to a free America that we have faced in our lifetime. It is also going to suggest some urgent steps that we need to take if America is going to survive. This may sound extreme to some. However, after a lifetime of studying world conflicts—and recently more than a year focused on studying the current situation in China—I’m confident in saying that China is the greatest competitor the United States has had to deal with in its 243 yearlong history. China’s totalitarian system, extraordinary organization, and immense population make this communist nation incredibly formidable.


Before outlining the challenges that communist-run China poses for the United States, I would like to emphasize that this is not a competition between Americans and Chinese people at an ethnic level. When I describe ways in which China is trying to subvert or defeat our country, I do not mean that every Chinese person you meet is a sincere supporter of the Chinese Communist Party who is seeking to undermine our freedom and way of life. This is a competition between two different systems—not civilizations. America could collaborate with a noncommunist China with entirely different expectations and concerns. It is the ambitions of the leadership—not the characteristics of the people—that make a totalitarian communist-ruled China dangerous.


India is projected to soon have more people than China, yet the very nature of Indian democracy, and the general process of the rule of law and free speech, make India a potential ally rather than a threat. Indonesia also has a large population, but it is a regional power with a broadly democratic system. Brazil is a massive country, but its robust system of law and free speech with free elections makes it a positive neighbor and an occasional ally rather than a threat.


What makes China different is the combination of a Leninist totalitarian system with a historic belief that China should naturally be the Middle Kingdom at the center of all things. Combine this notion with a long tradition of methodical, disciplined learning and work going back to the civil service examination system—China’s main method for choosing officials, which dates back to at least the seventh century and has its roots in the Han Dynasty (more than 2,000 years ago).6 It is this Leninist totalitarianism with Chinese characteristics that is a mortal threat to the future of freedom and the rule of law in which Americans believe.


We would be incredibly uncomfortable living in a world defined by the Chinese Communist Party’s censorship, surveillance systems, and pattern of jailing anyone who disagrees with the government. Yet, we have opened up world trade to China, invested heavily in the country, and allowed many of our supply chains to become dependent upon it. So, we now find ourselves in a long-term competition with a system that is antithetical to our own. If we lose this competition, America as we have known it could be submerged by a foreign totalitarian system of dictatorial control. President Trump’s concept of Making America Great Again (and now Keeping America Great) is simply incompatible with General Secretary Xi’s China Dream. One or the other will ultimately define the future of the human race. Some Americans will reject this stark analysis or reply that the threat isn’t this dire. This book will answer these objections and outline some stark and sobering truths.


Let’s begin with the structure of power in China—and how we have profoundly misunderstood it to our detriment. Xi Jinping is general secretary of the Chinese Communist Party, chairman of the Central Military Commission, and president of the People’s Republic of China—in that order.


Xi’s true power base is the Chinese Communist Party. He reinforces this power by controlling and politicizing the military. In China, the People’s Liberation Army is loyal to the Communist Party and is an instrument of its power—not the instrument of government power. On the 90th anniversary of the founding of the People’s Liberation Army in 2017, Xi commanded the military to “carry forward and implement the Party’s absolute leadership.” He said, “As comrade Mao Zedong once pointed out, our principle is to have the Party command the military, not the military command the Party.”7


The number one job for General Secretary Xi is to secure the future for the Chinese Communist Party. Every trade negotiation, policy, and investment is made with the intent to ensure the power, and increase the strength, of the Chinese Communist Party. Within this context, today’s China is a starkly different country than the one our analysts and policy experts have explained for the last half-century. 


Not only do we use the wrong model to understand the Chinese communist dictatorship but we also use the wrong time horizon. The American news media has evolved into a remarkably shallow, short time horizon, gossip system. The news channels essentially play bunch ball with a compulsive, overwhelming focus on whatever trivia defines the day’s “big story.” These channels have become political in the narrowest sense. Some are pro-Trump, most are anti-Trump, but all are focused overwhelmingly on the partisanship headline of the day. This distorted sense of only-right-now-matters makes it much harder for the country at large to understand what the Chinese communist system has been doing. Chinese strategies are based on studying, thinking, and planning. The Chinese leadership is dominated by pragmatism—not theory. Its leaders think methodically, and they execute over time with intentional purpose. 


Americans are profoundly weakened in our effort to analyze the communist dictatorship by our sense of immediacy. The US watches the Chinese Communist Party implement the same patterns—in area after area—while we sit passively without understanding.


For instance: China has been stealing American intellectual property for decades. One recent estimate suggests that China’s cyber hacking cost the US $360 billion in one year (more than all American exports to China that year).8 Presidents Clinton, Bush, and Obama worked out agreements with China to stop the stealing of our technology—or signed legislation into law to protect American intellectual property. In every case, China continued stealing, and America did not impose (or even create) a meaningful plan of deterrence.


China bases its claims to the South China Sea on historical records from the Xia and Han dynasties that are thousands of years old.9 Based on a map from the 1930s, China has laid claim to the area within an arbitrary “nine-dash line” and has been occupying both natural and artificial islands in the South China Sea. First, they promised “to exercise self-restraint in the conduct of activities that would complicate or escalate disputes and affect peace and stability.” They later promised not to militarize these islands.10,11 Then, they built airfields and fortified ports on the islands. China dramatically increased the number of fishing trawlers in the area and formed them into a maritime militia. Now, China is further strengthening its military capabilities and has effective control of the region. Meanwhile, China is pursuing a similar incremental project with steps toward controlling key strategic points on the Moon.


When China wants to dominate a particular industry, it relies on government financing and subsidies for Chinese companies, so their products and services can be radically less expensive than their foreign competitors. This approach destroyed the American solar power industry, greatly harmed our steel and aluminum manufacturers, and decimated key parts of our technology hardware industries. The Chinese Communist Party simply drove American companies out of business when American companies couldn’t match the impossibly low subsidized prices of their Chinese competitors. Past American leaders have raised objections and signed hollow agreements, but China continued doing what was best for China despite the agreements.
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