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COVER
Scott’s Cabin, a 300-square-foot structure at Beaver Brook in Barryville, New York.
PHOTOGRAPHS BY Noah Kalina

















Places


Dozens of cabins, shelters, and retreats from all over the world are included in this volume.


Each is warm, simple, and made by a Cabin Porn reader like you.
















Each one of us wants


to be able to bring a building


to life like this.


“It is a fundamental human instinct, as much a part of our desire as the desire for children. It is, quite simply, the desire to make a part of nature, to complete a world which is already made of mountains, streams, snowdrops, and stones, with something made by us, as much a part of nature, and a part of our immediate surroundings.”


—Christopher Alexander,
The Timeless Way of Building
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Timber-frame porch under way at Beaver Brook.


















Foreword



Inside a Community


More than a decade ago, I began collecting stories of cabin life on a simple blog. I met generous builders who shared photos of the land they had saved up to buy, sketches of the retreats they hoped to create, and stories of friends who chipped in to make them happen.


The collection initially served only as inspiration for my own family’s camp in upstate New York. Making that place we call Beaver Brook was the best time of my life. I could spend every day that way: outside with my family and friends in a gorgeous pine forest, building out the spaces that would shelter us and working to the point of feeling all used up before drenching ourselves in the brook. It is the most complete experience I have ever known, and it never ceases to delight me to share it with someone new.


Those full days at the brook and the inspiration I gathered led to an unexpected opportunity: the chance to publish a book featuring the most cherished cabins from more than twenty thousand submissions shared by the Cabin Porn community. The first volume was published in 2015, has been translated into seven languages, and continues to encourage people everywhere to make their own homes. I’m proud to include some of them in this new volume.


The book’s appeal demonstrates the seemingly universal desire to bring a simple building to life in harmony with the land around it. Indeed, that collection almost entirely focuses on the exteriors of cabins amid the natural splendor that often accompanies them. Many of you have rightly asked, “But what does it look like inside?”


I’ve returned to many of these cabins and peeked inside for a look.


This second volume, Inside, serves as a reference for both the cabin builder and anyone seeking perspective on how to create spaces that just work—the ones that spellbind us with their warmth and ingenious simplicity. Here you will find hundreds of examples of what makes a cabin: the small details that enable their dwellers to live pleasantly and efficiently, as well as the mistakes and adaptations that reveal how builders must learn while creating their cabins or making their own homes. Perhaps most touching to you, too, will be the evidence that these cabins have hosted some of the most charming and memorable evenings for the people who worked together to build them.


In that spirit, I thank you for supporting this labor of love, and for sharing the cabins you’ve built and treasured. You have inspired so many to make their own quiet place somewhere—including me.


—Zach Klein
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Zach Klein and his family and friends spend a long weekend every year bucking logs to make a winter firewood supply.


PHOTO BY Wesley Verhoeve














Cornwall, England



Cornish Cabin



Contributed by Richard Stewart


Photographs by Richard Stewart, Alistair Sopp


The dramatic coastline of Cornwall’s Lizard peninsula, the southernmost place on the British mainland, features meadows and forests that extend right to the edge of the sea. For photographer Richard Stewart, it seemed like the ideal place to raise a family.


Richard was born in northern England and moved around constantly as a kid, uprooted by his dad’s corporate job. He wanted a more settled life for his own kids. “We wanted to bring our children up close to nature,” he says, “and in a small community where people would recognize them and know their name.” It didn’t hurt that the peninsula has clear, blue water where Richard, a surfer, could play in the waves.


When he and his then wife, Anna, bought seven acres of meadowland in Lizard, they didn’t initially plan to build a house. Richard and Anna were wildlife filmmakers who had met while on assignment, fellow travelers and adventurers who were comfortable in unconventional living situations. So they bought a Victorian-era train carriage—an ornate wooden train car that, Richard would later learn, was one of the oldest of its kind in the world. They placed the carriage at the edge of their meadow, where they lived and grew their family from one child to three, all girls: Lila, Sky, and Rilke.


The train car, with its vintage brass and wood fittings, was at once rustic and showy. Because it was an heirloom, its parts were expensive to replace. But it was a beautiful home in an enchanting corner of England, and Richard and Anna felt lucky to live there.
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Large windows on the west-facing side allow sunlight to warm an internal log wall, which acts as thermal mass. The green roof insulates the cabin in both summer and winter.
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The train car was a restoration of an 1865 Victorian wooden railway carriage. Richard and Anna spent a year living in the carriage before starting work on the cabin, which allowed them to study the movement of light and nature in the meadow.
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The cabin is heated with a cast-iron wood stove during the Cornish winter.








As Richard describes it, Cornwall is both a magical and challenging place. It is a land of multimillion-dollar vacation homes, a place where getting permission to build a new single-family house is nearly impossible due to land-use laws. During the high season, the region is inundated with tourists and vacationers, and small villages swell to ten times their winter size.


In 2011, a Hollywood director saw a photograph of Richard and Anna’s train car and asked to buy it. The director wanted to use it as a studio for writing scripts. The couple had known that eventually they would need a bigger home, so they decided to sell. Richard found a loophole in Cornish law that would allow them to build, so he reached out to Håkan Strotz, a Swedish cabin builder known for his URNATUR eco-lodge. Richard had been impressed with Håkan’s environmentally friendly “hermitage”—cabins built on mossy boulders in the forests of Sweden—and hoped the man might offer advice on building a similar cabin in Cornwall.
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The solid log internal wall, the wood stove, and the kitchen.








Håkan came to England to see Richard’s property for himself. In the summer of 2012, he spent a few days there, advising Richard and Anna on their plans and helping them source materials from around the property. That fall, the couple took their middle daughter, who had become enthralled in the project, out of school, and the family devoted themselves to the nearly year-long effort of building their home.


When it was time to start building, Håkan and a friend from Sweden returned and spent a month in Cornwall, helping the family to construct its cabin. Håkan helped fell trees and taught them traditional Swedish woodworking techniques. The girls were enthusiastic hosts who enjoyed taking a break from their studies to serve fika, the Swedish midday meal of coffee and sweet breads.


Richard and Anna’s vision was to build from, and reflect, the Cornish landscape. It’s a “very special natural location,” says Richard, describing the property’s placement next to the Helford River, one of the few places in England where forest goes right up to the seashore.


With Håkan’s help, the family felled a tree in a nearby valley and determined whether it could be shaped to fit the cabin’s design. Then the family handpicked another forty-eight trees from the woodland, which they felled over two days and hauled by tractor to the meadow, to be seasoned and shaped. (The cabin is the length of the shortest tree.)


The family also gathered sixteen granite boulders, along with stones from the nearby beach, to lay as the cabin’s foundation. Rot-resistant birch bark became a bed for the logs, which had been jointed and scribed. The family used winches, levers, and pulleys to put the logs in place; the ridge beam, which filled the gaps between them, required a crane. Each log was lined with sheep’s wool and held in place by giant pegs shaped on a draw horse by Lila and Sky. The roof was covered in turf dug from the meadow.
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The sleep platform above the main living area, the distinctive roof structure, and the round ridge beam.
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A painted yellow staircase reclaimed from a boat connects the cabin’s main living area to the sleeping platform above.
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A bridge connects the main cabin to a smaller utility structure and a bathroom nestled at the edge of the woodland. The bridge is aligned with a glass windowed doorway that allows a view of the woods from the center of the main cabin.


While the cabin was being built, Anna and the girls slept at a rental nearby that the family were living in after they sold the train car, while building their own house. But Richard often camped in the unfinished building, which didn’t yet have windows or doors. He was accompanied by a family cat, two owls, and a fox that lived downstairs. The feeling of being connected to nature was something he sought to incorporate into the finished cabin. Richard says that he and Anna “wanted to make a home that always and constantly invited you outside.” Though they have a flush toilet, not an outhouse, they built their washroom in the woods and connected it to the main house with a bridge.
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View of the shower. During the cabin’s construction, Richard and his daughters enjoyed washing under a hose attached to a tree in the woods. The bathroom’s design was inspired by that experience. The water drains through the floor into a hidden stainless steel trap. At night a clearing in the woodland outside this window is lit by string lights, which reflect on the windows and prevent the occupant from being seen without disturbing the feeling of showering in the forest.




















The cabin was an intensely personal project. With the construction method that the family used, a notch runs the length of each log. In the Swedish tradition, “you’re supposed to put little talismans or gifts to the tree spirits” in the notches, explains Richard. “All sorts of stuff went into the actual walls of the cabin to give it a good spiritual blessing.” It’s like a “time machine,” he says.


After the cabin was completed, Richard and Anna lived there, on and off, for several years before deciding to sell it in 2014. When they put the house on the market, Richard left on a monthlong surf trip. When he returned, he was overwhelmed by the response. There were scores of cash offers to buy the home. But more gratifying were the people around the world reaching out to him, just as he’d reached out to Håkan, asking for advice about how to build a cabin of their own.
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