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About the Book


FBI Profiler Pierce Quincy and Officer Rainie Conner return in a baffling cold case in this exclusive eBook short story by Sunday Times bestselling author Lisa Gardner


A young woman is found strangled in the stairwell of a college library, with only her shoes missing. With no physical evidence and no witnesses, all the police have to go on are the three men who were in the library with her: her boyfriend, and two campus security guards. They all of have secrets to hide, but none of them can be proven guilty.


Five years later, ex-FBI profiler Pierce Quincy and his wife, former police officer Rainie Conner, agree to consult on the still-unsolved case. Will they be able to build a case against one of the three suspects, or is there a fourth man out there? And if the killer has eluded the police this long, how far will he go to ensure justice is never served?


With Gardner’s singular ability to delve into the minds of criminals and law enforcement alike, The 4th Man is a shocking look at the reasons for taking a life… and just how far profilers need to go to learn them.


Includes an early look at Gardner’s next chilling thriller, Right Behind You, coming 31 January, 2017.
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Praise


Praise for Find Her:


‘Original, chilling and so gripping I had to remind myself to take a breath. Lisa Gardner’s Find Her is a sure-fire bestseller’ Clare Mackintosh


‘Fast-paced with edge-of-the-seat writing, you won’t be able to put it down’ Daily Express


‘An absolute master of the psychological suspense novel. This story proceeds at a breathless pace, springing surprises at every turn and building up the tension to an almost unbearable level’ Sharon Bolton


Praise for Crash & Burn:


‘Astonishingly gripping, heartbreaking, and as vivid as if you’re living the heroine’s nightmare yourself’ Sophie Hannah


‘Expertly crafted’ Publishers Weekly


‘Lisa Gardner never disappoints’ Suspense Magazine


Praise for Fear Nothing:


‘Gardner continues to show why she is on the short list of top thriller writers today’ Suspense Magazine


‘With heart-racing suspense and compelling characters, expect Gardner to hold you captive from beginning to end’ Hunts Post


Praise for Touch & Go:


‘Gardner keeps the suspense high and the unforeseen twists coming right until the last page’ Sunday Mirror


‘Even readers who figure out the ringleader long before Tessa and Wyatt will get behind on their sleep turning pages to make sure they’re right’ Kirkus Reviews


Praise for Catch Me:


‘Well-wrought suspense . . . Gardner skillfully tacks back and forth . . . Fans should enjoy the numerous cameos by characters from other Gardner novels’ Publishers Weekly


‘Gardner brings the ingredients to a rolling boil . . . Irresistible high-wire melodrama’ Kirkus Reviews


Praise for Love You More:


‘An amazing writer. Her characters are multi-dimensional and believable, and they tell the kinds of stories that grip you right from the first page’ Karin Slaughter


‘This book had me at the author’s name. Lisa Gardner . . . No one owns this corner of the genre the way she does’ Lee Child


Praise for Live to Tell:


‘Gardner has another hit on her hands’ Kirkus Reviews


‘An utterly gripping if profoundly uncomfortable story that could cause sleepless nights’ Irish Independent


Praise for The Neighbour:


‘Full of inventive twists, this highly entertaining novel delivers a shocking solution as well as a perfectly realized sense of justice’ Publishers Weekly


‘Suspenseful and stylish . . . A definite treat for her fans’ Booklist


Praise for Say Goodbye:


‘Suspense of the highest order’ Daily Mirror


‘Some of this novel gave me shivers up my spine. It is definitely not one for arachnophobes, but everyone else should love it’ Independent on Sunday


Praise for Hide:


‘A brilliant book, not to be missed under any circumstances’ Independent on Sunday


‘Gripping, the protagonists earn quick sympathy, and the pages turn with speed’ The Wall Street Journal


Praise for Gone:


‘Good news: There are no damsels in distress here – the wife, their daughter and a female sheriff all kick butt. It’s a whodunit until the very end’ Glamour


Praise for Alone:


‘There is an impressive air of gathering menace . . . This is not a book you’d want to read alone in a dimly lit place’ Guardian


‘Fast-moving . . . Makes [Gardner] a match for many of her best-selling compatriots’ Sunday Telegraph


Praise for The Killing Hour:


‘With tight plotting, an ear for forensic detail and a dash of romance, this is a truly satisfying sizzler in the tradition of Tess Gerritsen and Tami Hoag’ Publishers Weekly


Praise for The Survivors Club:


‘A high-octane, nerve-jangling tale of suspense’ Harlan Coben


‘Starts fast and never stops moving. The plot is clever, complex and original’ Phillip Margolin


Praise for The Next Accident:


‘A fiendishly well choreographed dance of death’ Booklist


‘Accomplished’ Kirkus Reviews


Praise for The Third Victim:


‘Riveting, hold-your-breath suspense’ Iris Johansen


‘A suspenseful, curl-up winter read, this thriller teems with crisp, realistic dialogue and engaging characters’ Publishers Weekly


Praise for The Other Daughter:


‘Sheer terror . . . A great read’ Booklist


‘Once again, Gardner serves up suspense at a furious pace’ Publishers Weekly


Praise for The Perfect Husband:


‘A dark, powerful tale of nerve-shattering suspense’ Tami Hoag


‘An unforgettably evil villain and a throat-gripping climax make The Perfect Husband a real page-turner!’ Tess Gerritsen




 


‘They’re all here?’


‘Three out of four,’ Boston homicide detective D. D. Warren said. ‘Still think this will work?’


‘Ten years later, it’s the best chance we have.’ The independent police consultant eyed the four interrogation rooms. Two on each side of the hall. Three doors closed. One door open.


‘This is what I’ve got.’ Sergeant Detective Warren held up a file. The inside was filled with glossy black-and-white crime-scene photos, per profiling expert Pierce Quincy’s request. On the outside, the detective had attached her personal notes.


‘I inherited the cold case a month ago,’ D.D. informed Quincy and his partner/wife, Rainie Connor, both of whom had flown in from Oregon. ‘Since then, myself and any detective with a moment’s free time have been running down the names of each person present that night to reconfirm alibis. As we discussed by phone, the university’s library had decent security protocols: a guard on duty for the evening, plus one for the graveyard shift; an electronic access system that required students to swipe their IDs to gain entrance to the library, while keeping vagrants and non-students out. This system also generated a log of everyone who was in the library that night, so from the very beginning, police have had a full list of potential witnesses and suspects.’


‘More than you can say for most crime scenes,’ Quincy murmured.


‘Exactly. Now, here’s the wild card: students could bring guests with them. These non-students would be manually logged in by a guard, under the umbrella of the student’s ID. They were checked out by the original investigators, but the list of names was lost sometime in the past decade. Meaning, we didn’t have the names of the guests, just the host students, so to speak. Given that the original investigators dropped some balls ten years ago, I wanted to follow up on every angle.’


‘More legwork,’ Rainie said.


‘Good thing homicide’s been a little slow lately. Any detective with downtime has been picking a name from the guest log, contacting the former student, and asking him or her to recall exactly who they were with one night ten years ago . . .’


‘“I don’t remember,”’ Quincy supplied in perfect monotone.


‘Very good. Though my personal favorite is “Ten years ago?” As if even a decade has suddenly become higher math.’


‘But clearly you’ve made progress.’ Quincy gestured down the hall to the three closed doors, one open.


‘We started with a list of sixty names. Sixty possible murder suspects, who’ve had ten years to run, hide, or, hell, become gainfully employed taxpayers in the great state of Massachusetts. Of those, we’ve tracked down fifty-seven. Not perfect, but pretty good.’


‘Good enough to bring us to this moment,’ Rainie said.


D.D. nodded. ‘I’ve never seen a murder quite like this one. No physical evidence, barely even signs of violence. We’re talking someone who’s either very clever or very cold. Either way, he’s made our job a tough one.’
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