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I will buy with you, sell with you,

walk with you and so following;

but I will not eat with you, drink with you,

nor pray with you.



Shylock; I.iii.
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One afternoon in the city of Venice, two men stood together on a bridge over a canal. The older man, Antonio, was a successful merchant. His companion was his friend Bassanio. Antonio had just told Bassanio a scandalous piece of gossip, but Bassanio did not seem interested.

“What’s wrong, Bassanio?” said Antonio. “You’ve hardly spoken a word to me.”

Bassanio peered down at the canal. “Last year, I visited the town of Belmont. I had dinner there with a man who had a beautiful daughter, named Portia,” he said. She was wise, witty—”
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“And you fell in love with her?” interrupted Antonio.

Bassanio blushed. “I’ve been thinking about her ever since,” he confessed. “Two days ago, I learned that Portia’s father has died, leaving her all his fortune. She is one of the richest women in Italy.”
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Venice in the sixteenth century.
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