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INTRODUCTION



When my son, Pierce, was about two years old, he suddenly became very interested in trucks of all kinds, from pickups to dump trucks. As we drove around town, he would call out the names of the trucks he saw: “Hey, Daddy, there’s a car carrier!” Soon his twin sister, Kassidy, joined in, and the two of them made it a competition to see who could locate and name trucks the fastest.


Growing up, I had my own unique experience with trucks and work machines. My grandfather owned a lumber yard, and my dad was a general contractor. When I was sixteen, I learned to drive a manual transmission on a small dump truck and worked on job sites driving a tractor.
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As a parent, my kids’ enthusiasm for trucks combined with my own experiences inspired me to create a video for young kids that would focus on real trucks at work. Because Pierce and Kassidy enjoyed counting and naming so much, I decided to name the video Twenty Trucks. As a key part of the production, I convinced my brother, Rob, who is a composer and talented musician, to write the theme song for Twenty Trucks.


Soon after releasing Twenty Trucks, we began receiving emails and handwritten letters from kids, parents, grandparents, and fans, asking for a sequel. Many of these fans provided their own suggestions for more trucks to include.


As we prepared to work on our next video, I had an idea that I pitched to my brother: What if we featured just ten new trucks but wrote a song for each one and called the video Truck Tunes? As part of my proposal, I assured Rob that I would write a first draft of the lyrics along with basic musical ideas for the chorus and verses. Rob agreed, and we began writing ten new songs.


Truck Tunes became a much bigger success than Twenty Trucks with our videos on YouTube and the truck songs on many streaming platforms. To date, we have released four more versions of Truck Tunes and have written more than sixty songs about all kinds of trucks and work machines.
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For this book, we have selected forty-five of our favorite Truck Tunes songs. We hope that you will find many of your favorites here, too! Deciding which songs to select for the book was difficult, and we had to leave out many that mean a lot to us. There is a story behind each song and video. We are grateful for the many people—from vehicle operators to equipment manufacturers to family and friends—who helped us create these videos and songs.


Some of our Truck Tunes feature machines that may not technically be considered trucks. We have used the term truck very broadly and challenge you to determine which machines fit the definition. We hope that you will have fun reading (and singing) this book, while learning more about these amazing machines as they work and play.


—Jim Gardner
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DUMP TRUCK


Dump, dump, dump, dump it


Dump it, Dump Truck


Dump, dump, dump, dump it


Dump it, Dump Truck


Dump, dump, dump, dump it


Dump it, Dump Truck


Oh, dump it


Loading up some boulders


Working with a loader


Or maybe even a backhoe, oh, oh


Grab an excavator


He’ll do all the labor


And now we’re ready


To load, load, load


So, load, load, load him up


Load the Dump Truck


Load, load, load him up


Load the Dump Truck


Load, load, load him up


Load the Dump Truck


Oh, load him up


So, what does he carry?


Well, anything that’s heavy


Like these giant rocks, you know


Or lots of tiny pebbles


Thousands of tiny pebbles


And now we’re ready


To back him up


So, back, back, back him up


Back the Dump Truck


Back, back, back him up


Back up Dump Truck


Back, back, back him up


Back the Dump Truck


Oh, back him up


Where does he get the strength


To lift his giant bed?


He must have a back of steel


He uses his hydraulic ram


To lift his bed, you see


With power extraordinary


So, dump, dump, dump, dump it


Dump it, Dump Truck


Dump, dump, dump, dump it


Oh, dump it, Dump Truck


Dump, dump, dump, dump it


Dump it, Dump Truck


Oh, dump it


You know, you know you got to dump


Dump, dump, dump, dump it


Dump it, Dump Truck


Dump, dump, dump, dump it


You know, you know you got to dump


Dump, dump, dump, dump it


Dump it, Dump Truck


Oh, dump it
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