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Ellie, Summer and Jasmine were sitting on the grass by the duck pond, breaking up the crusts from Ellie’s leftover sandwiches. Their schoolbags lay beside them on the grass.

Four ducks swam in circles, quacking hopefully. “Here you are!” called Summer, throwing in the bits of bread. The ducks flapped their wings and squabbled for the crusts.

Jasmine laughed as she copied their quacks. One of the ducks looked at her and quacked back. “I can speak duck!” said Jasmine, quacking again. “He’s saying, ‘Thank you very much, please may I have some more?’”
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Ellie grinned at Summer. “Jasmine’s gone quackers!”

Summer giggled as Jasmine gave Ellie a playful push.

“I wonder if any other animals live around this pond – animals that keep themselves hidden like water voles or otters,” said Jasmine, looking round.

“Not otters,” Summer said right away. She knew lots about animals. “They prefer moving water, like rivers.”

Ellie checked no one was nearby. “Like the Sapphire Stream,” she whispered. The girls exchanged smiles. The Sapphire Stream was a beautiful stream in the Secret Kingdom where water nymphs and lilac-coloured otters lived!

“I wonder if the Secret Spellbook has found out where the last two jewels are yet?” said Jasmine. The girls looked at each other and sighed sadly.

The Secret Kingdom was an amazing place that only they knew about, but it was in terrible trouble. It had been taken over by evil Queen Malice and a gang of ugly trolls. The queen had locked her brother, kind King Merry, in one of the dungeons at Thunder Castle and was trying to rule the kingdom! But she couldn’t become the proper ruler until she found four gems that were usually hidden on the inside of King Merry’s crown. Before Queen Malice had stolen the crown, King Merry had cast a spell to protect it. Although this spell hadn’t quite worked as he’d planned, the four royal jewels – an emerald, a sapphire, a ruby and a diamond – had disappeared and hidden themselves around the kingdom. If Jasmine, Summer and Ellie could find all four jewels then a new crown would form and King Merry would become the ruler again! So far, the girls had found the emerald and the sapphire.

“Where is the spellbook at the moment?” Summer asked.

“In my ballet bag back at home,” replied Jasmine. “I checked it before school this morning but it still hadn’t found the next jewel.”

The Secret Spellbook was a book of ancient, powerful spells. It was trying to track down the missing jewels for the girls. Whenever it found out where a jewel was, a new spell would appear in the book – and the girls could use it to take them to where the jewel was hidden!

“It might have found the diamond or ruby while we’ve been at school,” said Ellie. “Why don’t we go and check?”

They all jumped to their feet, grabbed their bags and hurried round the corner to Jasmine’s house.

Jasmine’s mum was working on her computer in the sitting room. She looked round as they came in. “Hi, girls. Help yourselves to snacks and drinks.”

“We will in a minute, thanks Mum,” said Jasmine. Right now, she just wanted to look at the spellbook and she was sure Ellie and Summer felt the same!
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The three girls ran up the stairs and into Jasmine’s room. It had a bright pink rug on the floor and the walls were covered with pictures of pop stars and dancers. The girls quickly changed out of their school uniforms, then Jasmine opened the wardrobe and pulled out her ballet bag. “Here, this is where I’ve been keeping it, next to the Magic Box—” She broke off with a gasp as she opened the top of the bag and light shone out. “The spellbook’s glowing!” she said, pulling the large leather-covered book out excitedly. “It must have found another one of the royal jewels!”

She opened the ancient book and put it on the floor. Ellie and Summer kneeled down beside her. The pages of the book started to magically turn by themselves. They got faster and faster and then suddenly stopped at a page with a picture of a snow-covered mountain dotted with silvery pine trees. The snow glittered as if it had a coating of sparkly dust and glittering objects hung from all the branches of the trees. Summer read out the finding spell:
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“Something’s lost that must be found

Search through sea, air and ground.

Travel to the Sparkle Slopes

To raise the Secret Kingdom’s hopes.

Seek a diamond, climb high, be bold

Do not worry, you won’t feel cold!”

 

“Well, that sounds clear enough,” said Jasmine. “We’ve got to go to somewhere called the Sparkle Slopes. That must be where the diamond’s hidden.”
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