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For Matt, my best friend  


and my rock


– L R


For Mum and Dad


– thanks for helping  


me brainstorm!


– L T



























Our planet is filled with an incredible, 


humongous variety of animals. But 


despite the diversity that can be found 


in the animal kingdom, some animals 


just look . . . the same. 


Do you often mistake a leopard for a cheetah? 



It’s understandable – if you were faced with 


a big cat in the savannah, with sharp teeth 


and claws, you wouldn’t exactly lean in to get 


a closer look for a giveaway black ‘tear’ line 


down the face. The same goes for a crocodile 



and an alligator – does it matter if its snout is 



V or U-shaped if it’s gobbling you up? Would 


you care if you were clutched in the talons of a 


ferruginous hawk or a peregrine falcon if you 



were a helpless little mouse? 
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Even the animals that are totally different 


species, like reptile geckos and amphibian 



salamanders, have the same body shape,  



same colourful patterns and same disgusting 


habit of eating their shed skin.


Speaking of birds, how are you meant to tell 


your rooks from your ravens from your jackdaws 



from your crows if they’re all the way up in the 



sky? And birds aren’t the only flying creatures 


that are difficult to distinguish. How can you tell 


if it’s a wasp, a honeybee, a hornet or a hoverfly 


that’s stung you, once you’re already hurt and 


there’s the 


buzz buzz


 of the little insect flying 


away. Well, it wouldn’t actually be a hoverfly 


that got you. Hoverflies don’t sting.


So how are you meant to know who’s 


who and what’s what? Fear not – this 


handy guide will help you to never mix 


up animals again! 
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