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Introduction



This book provides guidance for marking the questions in English Year 6. The answers provided here should be seen as a guide. Pupils will, especially when answering comprehension questions, phrase answers differently and use different examples. However, the answers provided model good practice and will help you save time.


This book also includes:




•  tables to show how each chapter relates to ISEB’s Common Entrance Syllabus at 11+ and the Key Stage 2 National Curriculum


•  writing answer grids that provide support with marking writing tasks consistently across Key Stage 2


•  reading lists linked to the theme of each chapter (repeated at the back so they can be more easily photocopied).








Links to ISEB’s Common Entrance English syllabus 11+



The following table shows how the content of each chapter links to ISEB’s Common Entrance English syllabus 11+:
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Links to Key Stage 2 National Curriculum for English



The following table shows how the content of each chapter links to the Key Stage 2 National Curriculum for English. Appendices 1 and 2 of the National Curriculum for English can be found at gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum.
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1 People’s poverty





  1  Scrooge was an unpleasant man. (1 mark) We know this because ‘nobody ever stopped him in the street’ (1 mark) and animals ‘would tug their owners into doorways’ (1 mark). (1 mark for an idea and 2 further marks for two pieces of evidence from the text)







  2  (a)  The boys ate every single morsel of food from the bowls (1 mark) leaving them shiny and clean (1 mark).


      (b)  The boys were hungry and hadn’t eaten for a long time. (1 mark)







  3  The boys in the passage are not happy. Award 1 mark for evidence and 1 further mark for an accompanying explanation up to a total of 4 marks. For example: ‘Tortures of slow starvation’ (1 mark) shows that they were suffering (1 mark). ‘Desperate with hunger’ (1 mark) shows that they were made miserable by having no food (1 mark). ‘Reckless with misery’ (1 mark) shows they were so unhappy they would do anything for something to eat (1 mark).


  4  Award 2 marks for impressions of the master (for example: cruel, violent, overdramatic) and 2 further marks for supporting evidence (for example: ‘stupefied astonishment’, ‘aimed a blow at Oliver’s head’, ‘shrieked aloud’ up to a total of 4 marks.


  5  Three months (1 mark)


  6  Oliver had been chosen by drawing lots. (1 mark)


  7  Accept any two of the following: The boys became ‘reckless’, willing to do anything for more food. (2 marks) They became ‘voracious and wild with hunger’, suggesting they might be willing to resort to cannibalism. (2 marks) They considered eating anything including ‘the very bricks’ that the cooking pot was housed in. (2 marks)


  8  Three of the following or any other appropriate answer: ‘devoured’, ‘eagerly staring at the copper’, ‘sucking their fingers’, ‘catching any stray splashes’, ‘wild with hunger’, ‘slow starvation’, ‘desperate with hunger’. (1 mark each)


  9  After Oliver asked for more, the helpers couldn’t move because they were so shocked at his actions. (1 mark) The boys couldn’t move because they were terrified of what might happen next. (1 mark)



10  He was hit with a ladle (1 mark), locked in a dark room for a week (1 mark), made to wash outdoors in cold water (1 mark) and beaten (1 mark).








11  (a)  meeting, gathering (1 mark)


      (b)  placed, located (1 mark)


      (c)  separated, apart (1 mark)


      (d)  boldness, bravery, confidence (1 mark)





Questions 15, 18 and 19 require inference.





12  They need to find ways to help poor people to farm properly. (1 mark) Also accept: They need to find ways to share food more fairly.



13  Africa and India (2 marks, 1 mark each)



14  5 million (1 mark)



15  Award 2 marks to sensible answers with an explanation. For example: Children are still growing and therefore need better nutrition than adults. (2 marks) Children are more susceptible to disease and therefore need to eat well to ensure they are healthy enough to fight off disease. (2 marks)








16  (a)  5.6 billion (1 mark)


      (b)   85% (1 mark)








17  2,720 calories (1 mark)



18  The author thinks that the worst thing is that there is enough food in the world to feed everyone (1 mark) but that ‘it is in the wrong places’ (1 mark). A quotation must be included for pupils to score a full 2 marks.



19  Answers must refer to ideas in the text. Accept any three ideas backed up with evidence. Award 2 marks for each, up to a total of 6 marks, as follows: Governments should help people to grow their own food by providing education and equipment, because they ‘have not paid enough attention to the farming needs of very poor people’. (2 marks) They could consider ways to transport food from where it is produced to where it is needed because ‘the world actually produces enough food to feed everyone’. (2 marks) Food could be made cheaper because ‘many people in the world do not have sufficient land to grow, or income to purchase, the food they need’. (2 marks)



20  An effective presentation should show the following features:







      •  interesting information


      •  clear, well-paced speaking


      •  visual aids that support but don’t repeat what is being said


      •  a good balance between the different participants


      •  the audience addressed directly, including the use of questions and eye contact


      •  well introduced and concluded, and expressing a clear message.








21  Answers may vary but should be similar to:







      (a)  I’m really very hungry.


      (b)  Lend us a couple a quid, would ya?


      (c)  He is my friend.


      (d)  I am going to sleep here this evening.


      (e)  I ain’t got no place to go.



22  (a)  informal


      (b)  formal


      (c)  either


      (d)  formal for the judge but possibly informal for the criminal


      (e)  either depending on the audience


      (f)  formal


      (g)  formal








23  Joe was in trouble and he knew it. “Get downstairs this second!” hollered his mum. He hesitated and then hopped off his bed and began to trudge down the stairs. “I’m going to count to ten and you’d better be down here. Do you think hiding upstairs will make it any better?” As he opened the kitchen door he saw the anger in her eyes. Then he saw the broken glass on the floor and the gaping hole in the window.


      “I’m so sorry, Mum,” he stuttered. “It was an accident.” He continued, “I’ll pay for the damage with my pocket money.” Suddenly his father appeared at the door.


      “What on earth has happened here? I knew I couldn’t leave you alone for more than five minutes!”



24  Answers may vary slightly but look for correct use of punctuation, new speaker new line and additional narration.


      Joe whispered, “But it wasn’t me.” His dad was getting angry.


      “Well who else could it have been? You have to learn to be more careful.”


      “I’m telling the truth,” replied Joe, looking down at the floor. “I didn’t break the window.”


      “There’s nobody else here, Joe!” shouted Mum, getting more and more angry. “You’re almost a teenager and you have to learn to take responsibility for your actions!” By this point, Joe had had enough.


      He yelled back, “I would, if they were my actions!”


      “How dare you speak to your mother like that?” responded his father. “Go to your room. Immediately!” Joe edged out of the room and slowly made his way back upstairs.



25  Answers will vary. Reward unusual and sophisticated choices. For example:
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