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	It’s always been about more than just four walls and a roof. This is for everyone looking for a change of pace. 




	

		
Contents


		Introduction


		1 Forest


		Treehouse A-Frame


		Shasta County, California


		The Box Hop


		Rockbridge, Ohio


		WoodHouse Muskoka


		Coldwater, Ontario, Canada


		GetAway Frame


		Pinetop-Lakeside, Arizona


		A Black A-Frame


		Kerhonkson, New York


		Bolt Farm Treehouse


		Wadmalaw Island, South Carolina


		Just Out of Nashville


		Smithville, Tennessee


		Campwell Woods


		Cherry Wood, Bath, England


		SkyCabin


		Skykomish, Washington State


		Platbos Forest Cabins


		Gansbaai, Western Cape, South Africa


		Woodland Chase Treehouse


		Felton, Northumberland, England


		Getaway


		Locations throughout the United States


		Faraway Treehouse


		Cumbria, England


		Tye River Cabin Co.


		Skykomish, Washington State


		Looking Glass Treehouse


		Red River Gorge, Kentucky


		The Lazy Duck


		Inverness-shire, Scotland


		Twin Pines Chalet


		Big Bear, California


		TreeLoft


		Perryville, Missouri


		Knowlton and Co. Treehouse


		Durham, Ontario, Canada


		Grey Duck Cabin


		Finland, Minnesota


		Little Owl Cabin


		Packwood, Washington State


		Parc Omega


		Montebello, Quebec, Canada


		The Hunter Greenhouse


		Tannersville, New York


		Fern Gully Cabins


		Jordan River, British Columbia, Canada


		Whiskey Creek Cabin


		Idyllwild—Pine Cove, California


		Hergest Lee Cabin


		Burlingjobb, Wales


		Live Oak Treehouse


		Fredericksburg, Texas


		Tiny Catskill Cabin


		Kerhonkson, New York


		Stone City Treehouse


		Hardwick, Vermont


		2 Tropics


		Phoenix House


		Pahōa, Big Island, Hawaii


		Casa Alice


		Rio Grande, Puerto Rico


		Hideout Bali


		Selat, Bali, Indonesia


		Our Jungle House


		Surat Thani, Thailand


		Triangle Siargao


		General Luna, Siargao Island, Philippines


		3 Mountain


		Alpenglow Cabin


		Twin Lakes, Colorado


		Hatcher Pass Lodge


		Palmer, Alaska


		Eastern Thredbo Cedar Cabin


		Thredbo Village, New South Wales, Australia


		Bonnie Belle Cabin


		Silverton, Colorado


		Firvale Wilderness Camp


		Bella Coola Valley, British Columbia, Canada


		Red Mountain Alpine Lodge


		Ouray, Colorado


		Hinterhouse


		La Conception, Quebec, Canada


		Alpine Lakes High Camp


		Leavenworth, Washington State


		EcoCamp Patagonia


		Torres del Paine National Park, Patagonia, Chile


		Lagöm


		Lac-Beauport, Quebec, Canada


		Dunton Hot Springs


		Dolores, Colorado


		Joffre Creek Cabins


		Pemberton, British Columbia, Canada


		The Peak House


		Mount Skuta, Kamnik-Savinja Alps, Slovenia


		The Treehouse Utah


		Park City, Utah


		La Cabin Ride & Sleep


		Lac-Beauport, Ontario, Canada


		High Country Cabin


		Ben Ohau, Pukaki Ward, New Zealand


		Maison Tetonia


		Tetonia, Idaho


		The Nooq


		Whitefish, Montana


		IdyllCreek A-Frame


		Idyllwild, California


		4 Arctic


		Hattvika Lodge


		Ballstad, Lofoten Islands, Norway


		Panorama Glass Lodge


		Hella, Iceland


		Sheldon Mountain House


		Ruth Glacier, Alaska


		Syöte Igloos


		Pudasjärvi, Finland


		5 Water


		Lake O’Hara Lodge


		Yoho National Park, British Columbia, Canada


		True North Cabin


		Keweenaw Peninsula, Michigan


		Cabanes des Grands Lacs


		Franche-Comté, France


		Oliver Lodge A-Frame


		Meredith, New Hampshire


		Orca Island Cabins


		Humpy Cove and Resurrection Bay, Seward, Alaska


		Oregon Coast Modern


		Manzanita, Oregon


		Birchwood Redstone


		Haliburton, Ontario, Canada


		Emerald Lake Lodge


		Yoho National Park, British Columbia, Canada


		Big Bear A-Frame


		Big Bear Lake, California


		Å Auge Camp


		Tinn, Telemark, Norway


		Pumphouse Point


		Lake Saint Clair, Tasmania, Australia


		Rivière Cabin


		Mont-Tremblant, Quebec, Canada


		The Pond House


		Phillipsport, New York


		River Cabaan


		Tillamook, Oregon


		Camp Wandawega


		Elkhorn, Wisconsin


		Bora Boréal


		Sainte-Brigitte-de-Laval, Quebec, Canada


		The James Franco Houseboat


		Queens, New York


		Willow Treehouse


		Willow, New York


		6 Desert


		The Joshua Tree Folly


		Twentynine Palms, California


		Taos Goji Eco Lodge


		San Cristobal, New Mexico


		Dome in the Desert


		Joshua Tree, California


		Zion Eco-Cabin


		Hurricane, Utah


		Cabin Directory


		Acknowledgments


		General index


		Location index


	




		
[image: ]

			Waney Cabin has a leafy perch in the ancient forestlands of the Campwell Woods village.


		


		
Introduction


		“It is good to know that out there, in a forest in the world, there is a cabin where something is possible, something fairly close to the sheer happiness of being alive.” 


			—Sylvain Tesson

		




		The rental cabins featured in this book come in all shapes and sizes. Some are classic A-frames, restored to their mid-century glory or reimagined with modern updates. Some are steel-and-glass marvels—minimalist dreams that let their natural surroundings sing. Others are unexpected DIY dwellings, fashioned out of reclaimed wood, mud and straw, even used shipping containers. What they all share is a warm, wild spirit.


		I chose these seventy-nine cabins not only for their authentic style and soulful interiors but also for their deep connection to incredible wild settings. The cozy cabin in the woods symbolizes the quintessential sanctuary of hearth, home, and bewitching enchantments. The curl of wood smoke rising from the chimney, the scent of pine, the promise of respite from a cold, flinty world: Cabins have a special place in our collective romantic heart.


		The cabin culture of yore has been born again, fueled by the DIY revolution, the quest for authenticity and eco-conscious living, and a deep craving for a connection to nature. Individual homeowners and short-term-rental companies alike have grown to meet this need, offering intimate, singular experiences in idyllic wilderness settings. The little cabin that Grandpa built is now open to all—which means this book holds a lifetime of amazing travel itineraries. Let these cabins be your stepping-stones to seeing the world, whether that means watching the northern lights dazzle from a glass house in Iceland or observing whales cruising the Oregon coast.


		I love cabins and everything they stand for. I love the chalets and ski huts of the European Alps, and the hand-built log cabins of the Midwest. I love the surf-shack mentality on the Philippines’ tropical islands. I love the fact that a treehouse in Ontario has a slide that delivers you to the bottom, and that in Dolores, Colorado, you can stay in a genuine nineteenth-century cabin built by a gold-rush homesteader. I love that people would rather integrate their cabins into the natural landscape than cut down even one tree, ending up with big oaks growing out of decks and with leafy canopies of natural shade.


		That my livelihood centers around cabins was never planned; it sort of snuck up on me. I’ve lived in and around the Wasatch Mountains of Utah my entire life. My siblings and I spent our childhood hiking, snowboarding, and skiing. I understood from an early age how good it feels to be out in the wild—and I encountered my share of beautiful cabins along the way. At some point, I started collecting photos of my favorites on my phone. I developed an appreciation for the architecture and history of cabins, and my love of wild places only deepened. Eventually I built my Instagram page, @TheCabinChronicles, to share these spectacular places I had been saving (and obsessing over). The next thing I knew, I had a growing audience of engaged followers who, like me, were discovering a passion for cabins they never knew they had.


		A cabin in the woods is more than shelter. It’s a sanctuary from the stress of modern life. It’s a call to nature. It’s where we get back to ourselves and one another. It doesn’t have to be an original Frank Lloyd Wright or showcase the latest in hot-tub technology: the standard-issue wood cabin with a fire roaring, a comfy chair, the glow of fairy lights, and the natural world just outside is fine by me. In fact, it doesn’t get any better than that.


		—JJ Eggers
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	Grey Duck Cabin
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Treehouse A-Frame


	Shasta County, California


	Now, this is a deck with a view. The Treehouse A-Frame is spacious and sprawling, built into the sun-dappled canopy on 4 acres (1.6 ha) of the Shasta-Trinity National Forest. Your views include Shasta Lake, where granite peaks rise above glittering blue waters.


	This solid-built A-frame retreat on wooded land is designed for easy living. The main room is a warm honeycomb of knotty pine, with a wood-burning stove, vintage wicker chairs, and an antique desk; strings of fairy lights illuminate the wood-beamed ceiling. In the bathroom, a twee one-person tub is tucked into a windowed eave. Turn off your phone (cell service is limited anyway) and your computer (Wi-Fi is iffy, too) and turn up the tunes: When the fog rolls in and a fire is crackling, the cabin’s collection of vinyl only adds to the magic.


	Nearby, a 4-mile (6.4 km) round-trip hike along the McCloud River Trail passes three falls as it winds upstream among forested canyonland. The Hirz Bay boat launch, leading to Shasta Lake, is just 4 miles (6.4 km) from the cabin. The lake buzzes with boaters, anglers, and water-skiers. For a more relaxed hang, head to Whiskeytown Lake, part of the Whiskeytown National Recreation Area, 10 miles (16 km) away. There are no personal watercraft allowed, and it’s prized for its high-visibility waters and seasonal recreation, from moonlight kayaking to swimming.


	You’re also close to the recreation-rich peaks of the Cascade Range. Snow blankets the craggy onyx peaks of Mount Shasta, a forty-five-minute drive north, pretty much all year round—it’s a cinematic beauty. Shasta is the second-highest mountain in the Cascades, at an elevation of 14,179 feet (4,322 m). It’s also an active volcano that erupts an average of once every six hundred years. (Last eruption: more than two centuries ago.) The steep slopes draw climbers in summer and backcountry skiers in winter—skiing Avalanche Gulch from Mount Shasta’s peak is a revered backcountry descent. The Mount Shasta Ski Park has boundless skiing and snowboarding terrain. And if you can’t get enough of nature, three boffo national parks (Lassen Volcanic, Redwood, and Crater Lake) are each a few hours’ drive away.
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	The spacious A-frame has classic knotty-pine walls and a designated main bedroom in the loft space.
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	Ceiling beams strung with fairy lights and a wood-burning stove give the cabin a warm, cozy feel.


	


	
The Box Hop


	Rockbridge, Ohio


	Building a house out of shipping containers had been Seth Britt’s dream since college. As housing costs rise and millions of used containers pile up in steel junkyards around the globe, it’s recycling on an industrial scale, and cost effective to boot. So in 2019, Britt and his wife, Emily, bought 18.5 acres (7.5 ha) of dense pine-tree forest near rural Hocking Hills, Ohio, and went to work. Preparing a site in the middle of the woods was the first of many obstacles. “We had to clear the lot, dig a trench, install conduit for electrical, and dig a well,” says Emily. And where does one go to buy a used shipping container? “Craigslist!”


	Building with 40-foot-long (12 m) intermodal shipping containers poses its own interesting challenges. It took days of hard work just cutting windows and skylights into the steel exteriors. Wood siding was placed over framed areas, and the exposed steel was transformed with dark-green DTM (direct-to-metal) paint.


	The results exceeded all expectations—the Box Hop has a great-looking contemporary style, helped by a slightly offset configuration and Emily’s design chops. It’s not huge, at 920 square feet (85 sq m), but the use of space is ingenious (the floor plan fits in three bedrooms). Inside are vintage rugs, a gas fireplace, and a gorgeous dining table that a friend built out of sycamore. A 16-foot (4.9 m) sliding glass door lets in copious tree-dappled light. The Box Hop also expands its footprint with loads of outdoor spaces, from a wraparound deck to a fire ring to a six-person hot tub. A rooftop patio accessed by a spiral staircase inside overlooks a forested ravine; the deck is made of interlocking pavers from recycled car tires.


	In late 2019, the Britts snapped up two more used shipping containers to build the smaller BoHo Box Hop. The properties’ beautiful acreage is ripe for wooded exploration and nature communing and is near both Hocking Hills State Park (and all its hiking, biking, fishing, and rock-climbing recreation) and the high cliffs and rugged gorges of Conkles Hollow State Nature Preserve.
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	“We were really drawn to bringing new life and recycling something that would have otherwise been scrapped and never used again,” says co-owner Emily Britt.
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The spiral staircase leads to the second floor, where a third shipping container holds two bedrooms and a bathroom, and offers access to the rooftop patio.
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	The width of the house was doubled by opening up one container to another—and fusing them with a 22-foot (7 m) steel beam.
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WoodHouse Muskoka


	Coldwater, Ontario, Canada


	“One of the main reasons we bought a log house was because of its low environmental impact,” says Jill Mandley, who along with her husband, Stephen Gardner, purchased Wood House Muskoka in 2018. Properly built, a log cabin home is one of the most sustainable forms of construction, using almost four times fewer fossil fuels in manufacturing than a conventional framed house. Wood is a natural insulator, and log cabins have a built-in energy efficiency that keeps a house warmer in winter and cooler in summer. A sealed log home is weather resistant, too, and solid log-wall construction is free of toxic chemicals or glues.


	Aesthetically, the elegant simplicity of a log cabin is also hard to beat. The Wood House is warm and wonderful and everything you want a log cabin in the woods to be. The interior is two stories of golden-tinged, abundant space, with a custom split-log staircase leading to four bedrooms. The kitchen, a gut redo, is a model of smart Scandi style and modern efficiency, with hand-poured cement countertops, heated tile floors, and white cabinetry. A shimmering basket pendant light hangs above the lo-o-o-ng dining room table. Walls throughout are hung with rusticated grace notes, like antique oars and vintage crocheted blankets. The open-plan living area has a granite-faced wood-burning fireplace, but it’s the massive white-pine logs that really impress. “Being in a log home is literally like living in a forest,” Mandley says. “From the moment you walk inside the cabin, you feel this magical energy. It feels like home.”


	With 200 feet (61 m) of beautiful waterfront on the Severn River, the Wood House sits on 2 acres (0.8 ha) of mature pines, home to wild turkeys, white-tailed deer, red foxes, and owls. The secluded waterfront locale has a floating dock for swimming and fishing. Take a dip in the river, kayak or canoe, or watch the morning mist rise over the river from a hammock strung between trees.


	
GetAway Frame


	Pinetop-Lakeside, Arizona


	This is one honey of an A-frame. Generously sized, the cabin fits up to thirteen people, with three bedrooms and what may be an A-frame record: three full (and superstylish) bathrooms, two of them brand new. A fully outfitted baker’s kitchen holds a Vitamix, an Instant Pot, and a Dutch oven, and the freezer comes stocked with a fresh batch of homemade chocolate chip cookie dough, ready to bake. That’s right: There’s cookie dough in the freezer.


	The 2018 renovation of this 1970s cabin resulted in key structural improvements. The removal of a dropped ceiling overhanging the kitchen opened up a lofty vaulted expanse. Out went a large, unwieldy stone fireplace platform; in went a sleek wood-burning stove. New white metal and cedar-shake roofing mixed the chic and the folksy. Small windows got bigger. But it just may be the high-quality finishes that really light up the place—everywhere you look, there are tactile surfaces of marble, metal, leather, and weathered woods.


	Among the A-frame’s many crush-worthy elements: a kitchen island crafted from a vintage bowling lane, a big soaker tub under a bathroom skylight, and a staircase that seems to float. The great room is bathed in buttery sunshine from floor-to-ceiling windows, and high ceilings throughout allow for not one but two sets of triple twin bunk beds. The wraparound patio is big enough for a long dining table; the forested backyard holds a hammock or two. Custom touches abound, right down to the fresh-scented soaps and shampoos from Public Goods.


	The posh comfort of the cabin matches its setting, a swath of woods in the Pinetop Country Club community. You’re right in the heart of Arizona’s White Mountains, with easy access to stellar hiking, mountain biking, kayaking, and fishing. The A-frame is a forty-five-minute drive from the Sunrise Park Resort, which boasts sixty-five downhill ski runs and a snowboarding terrain park (yes, you can ski—and ski well!—in Arizona); the resort is operated by the White Mountain Apache Tribe. But with space to spare, the hushed embrace of piney woods, and warm cookies, you may be happy just staying put.
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	This head-to-tail renovation includes an expanded deck and a stylish new roof combining cedar shake and white metal.
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	The master-suite bathroom features a big white soaking tub beneath a skylight. 


	






	
A Black A-Frame


	Kerhonkson, New York


	Few places encapsulate the spirit of the A-frame revival more completely than this black beauty on 2 acres (0.8 ha) of Catskills forest. In 2015, the cabin got a full gut renovation and reconfiguration, which turned a dilapidated hunting lodge from the 1960s into a superstylish sanctuary. The dining table sits beneath original wood beams in the A-frame’s cathedral pitch. A chef’s kitchen is small but loaded with culinary toys. The cabin’s two bedrooms are roomy and sunlit; the two private baths have soaking tubs and nifty black-and-white trompe l’oeil flooring.


	Set back on a private road, the cabin has a large front deck that faces the woods. You can sit in the screened-in gazebo and listen to the forest music and watch the gentle rippling of the small spring-fed pond. Outside is a firepit and a picnic table under twinkling fairy lights strung from the trees.


	The town of Kerhonkson, New York, is a modest hamlet of artists, farmers, and urban expats. Pick your own apples at Kelder’s Farm and say hello to the third-largest gnome in the world, Gnome Chomsky. Or stop by the nearby Ashokan Reservoir, the mighty Catskills basin that delivers fresh water to the Big Apple, a two-hour drive away. The sprawl of blue water, with its backdrop of curvy black hills, is quite a sight.


	If you’re feeling adventurous, head to the Mohonk Preserve, 10 miles (16 km) from the A-frame in the Shawangunk Mountains, aka the Gunks, part of the Appalachian Mountains ridge. It’s a playground for outdoor enthusiasts, with hiking and biking trails on 70 miles (113 km) of historic carriage roads and skiing on both groomed and backcountry trails. Eight thousand acres (3,237 ha) of quartzite cliffs make this a formidable rock-climbing destination, drawing climbers from around the world. Many of today’s most-climbed routes were laid down by a rowdy group of college students known as the Vulgarians, who in the 1960s made daredevil ascents into the Gunks, often in sneakers and frequently in the nude, to protest efforts by the more buttoned-down Appalachian Mountain Club to control climbing access. The Vulgarians became legend, and climbing the Gunks in the buff turned into something of a rite of passage.


	[image: A Black A-Frame]






	[image: Bolt Farm Treehouse]


	
Bolt Farm Treehouse


	Wadmalaw Island, South Carolina


	If your idea of glamping leans toward the Southern Gothic, then these South Carolina treehouses are for you. The rooms are gussied up with chandeliers and sheepskin rugs and antiques. Tiers of transom windows give guests sun-dappled views of a Lowcountry tidal creek, all sultry Spanish moss and live oaks. You can lie in ornate hand-painted beds or bathe in big copper tubs while gauzy floor-length curtains billow in the soft breezes.
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