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INTRODUCTION




Tartine was the first dog my now-husband, Florent, and I had together. She was a beautiful, sweet corgi, a fluffy piece of heaven. We were obsessed. We followed a blog called OCD: Obsessive Corgi Disorder. I found a niche Japanese magazine called Corgi Style that I fawned over. Florent named one of his video game usernames after her. I started a blog comparing Tartine to my meals. Corgi-shaped mugs entered our home. Our friends would forward us videos with titles like “Corgi Flop” and “Corgi Rae Jepsen.”

Tartine loved all humans, and she would immediately flop on her back when you saw her, begging for a belly rub. She contorted her body in all sorts of funny ways, as corgis often do, and I spent my days photographing her amusing body positions. Our crowning achievement was having her named as one of BuzzFeed’s “Most Important Corgis of the Year.” Yes, that’s a list you can get on, and we were pleased as punch to revel in Tartine’s five minutes of internet fame.

If you picked up this book, my guess is that you love dogs, and you’re slightly obsessed with your own dog. Maybe your dog has more beds than you do. Maybe your dog sleeps in your bed. Maybe you’ve rearranged all of your travel plans just to make sure your dog could come with you. Maybe you don’t have a dog (yet), and you keep finding yourself wistfully hanging out near dog parks. In whatever ways it manifests itself, our love for dogs is something unmistakable.

You probably also understand the way our hearts sank and broke in a million pieces when Tartine got sick. She was the perfect dog, had never had an accident inside, but one day, she did. She had a small little cough that we assumed/hoped was just kennel cough, but a few tests revealed what we really didn’t want to hear: she had throat cancer. After much deliberation, we decided to move forward with a combination of radiation and chemotherapy. The doctors said that, if the treatments were successful, it could lengthen her life and time with us. We were desperate and willing to try anything.
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