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Introduction


by Joanna Eliot


Being a self-confessed literature geek, my favourite non-fiction genre is the ‘book about books’. So compiling this one in collaboration with other writers, and the very clever designer Gemma Wilson, was an exciting and endlessly fascinating undertaking. The possibilities for creating graphics was so potentially vast that we thought it safe to begin by answering simple questions, such as: who wrote the longest sentence ever published? What did famous writers do for a day job before they were famous? What were the common work routines of well-known writers? From there we moved on to answering more involved questions about gender-swapping authors, mother figures in literature of different cultures and the varying ways existential concepts are symbolized in fiction.


From the Greek myths to the worlds of Cloud Atlas we have delved into the work of authors of all periods and genres, with spotlights on Shakespeare, Austen, Tolstoy, Umberto Eco, Pratchett’s Discworld, Moby-Dick, crime writers of different nationalities, and many, many more. The works explored come from different continents and times, as well as drawing on publishing industry history and methods employed in creating cover design, rewrites, the politics of banned and stolen books.


As we were going to print with this book, the sad news broke of the death of the venerable Colombian author Gabriel García Márquez (1927–2014). It will no doubt have prompted people to read his most famous work, One Hundred Years Of Solitude, and for those approaching it for the first time, there is a very handy introduction to the leading characters of that novel within these pages.
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However, because an infographic is so much more than just a visual representation of information, when created it can throw light onto often-unforeseen quirks of data. One of the things we discovered in making this book was that part of the beauty of the infographic is that it can suggest new meaning on texts that may not be so obvious in the original, written form.


Some of the information transformed into a graphic within these pages is reassuring, such as that most dogs in fiction are portrayed as faithful, heroic or loyal, rather than evil or ferocious, for instance. However, the infographic can also deliver something serendipitous and unexpected – such as in the comparative use of certain words in the works of Jane Austen and the Brontë sisters, or the most often reoccurring words in Tennyson’s famous poem about death and mourning (In Memoriam) proving to be ‘love’, ‘see’, ‘light’ and ‘life’.


Elsewhere we demonstrate the defining aspects of different cities via the literature set there, and in doing so show that Berlin-set novels are concerned with decadence and hedonism, Venice with disease, and Prague with identity crisis. Other graphics reveal patterns of similarity or difference between authors working in the same field of literature and at roughly the same time – so we find a loaded gun, often fired off stage, crops up in nearly every play by both Ibsen and Chekhov.


Finally, one of my very favourite pages to work on was the exploration in children’s literature of the various portals into other worlds. There are many dramatic ways through, including the cyclone to Oz, a rabbit hole to Wonderland, or a trapdoor to Og, but the simplest and most understated way to another world, was through the reading of a book, or being read aloud to. Which perhaps best sums up this book as a whole. I hope it serves to illustrate that reading literature is an infinite road of discovery and inspires you to explore the works of a new (or previously unread) author.
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CRIMINAL BODY COUNT


When Agatha Christie introduced amateur detective spinster Jane Marple to the public in 1930, she began a trend in the crime genre for female authors to write about female detectives. Perhaps the most successful – and certainly longest-running – has been Patricia Cornwell’s chief medical examiner, Kay Scarpetta. Comparing the body counts for the 12 Miss Marple novels against the first 12 (of 21) Kay Scarpetta gives an idea of how the world has changed since Murder At The Vicarage was published.


MISS MARPLE MISS MARPLE MISS MARPLE MISS MARPLE MISS MARPLE MISS


Murder At The Vicarage 1930 1


The Body In The Library 1942 2


The Moving Finger 1943 2


A Murder Is Announced 1950 4


They Do It With Mirrors 1952 5


A Pocket Full Of Rye 1953 3


4.50 From Paddington 1957 3


The Mirror Crack’d 1962 4


A Caribbean Mystery 1964 3


At Bertram’s Hotel 1965 2


Nemesis 1971 4


Sleeping Murder 1976 2


TOTAL DEATHS 35


AGATHA CHRISTIE


b.1890, Devon


d.1976, Oxfordshire,


England
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TOTAL DEATHS 105


Postmortem 1990 5


Body Of Evidence 1991 4


All That Remains 1992 13


Cruel And Unusual 1993 8


The Body Farm 1994 4


From Potter’s Field 1995 6


Cause Of Death 1996 3


Unnatural Exposure 1997 16


Point Of Origin 1998 29


Black Notice 1999 10


The Last Precinct 2000 2


Blow Fly 2003 5


KAY SCARPETTA KAY SCARPETTA KAY SCARPETTA KAY SCARPETTA KAY SCARPETTA


PATRICIA


CORNWELL


b.1956, Miami, FL, US


number of deaths
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LITERARY MISERY INDEX


In 2013, researchers at University College London and Bristol University checked the occurrence of words that denoted misery in five million English-language works published between 1900 and 2000. They then checked their findings against the economically-based US Misery Index which charts unemployment and inflation. It seems that books get more miserable a decade after the world has undergone a depression.


1918 Depression


1929–1935 Depression


25


20


Misery score


15


5


0


Bram Stoker Dracula 1897


H.G. Wells The Invisible Man 1897


Henry James The Awkward Age 1899


Theodore Dreiser Sister Carrie 1900


Marcel Proust In Search Of Lost Time 1913


Franz Kafka The Metamorphosis 1915


James Joyce Ulysses 1922


F. Scott Fitzgerald The Great Gatsby 1925


Erich Maria Remarque All Quiet On The Western Front 1928


Jean Cocteau The Holy Terrors 1929


Aldous Huxley A Brave New World 1932


George Orwell Down And Out In Paris And London 1933


Clifford Odetts Waiting For Lefty 1935


Margaret Mitchell Gone With The Wind 1936


John Steinbeck The Grapes Of Wrath 1939


Late 19th century Early 20th century During/Post-Great Depression


1900 1950
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Words searched for in groups noted as:


anger disgust fear joy surprise


1975–1980 Depression


Primo Levi If This Is A Man 1947


Allen Ginsberg Howl 1955


Ayn Rand Atlas Shrugged 1957


William S. Burroughs The Naked Lunch 1959


Ken Kesey One Flew Over The Cukoo’s Nest 1962


Sylvia Plath The Bell Jar 1963


Martin Amis Money 1984


Milan Kundera The Unbearable Lightness Of Being 1984


Toni Morrison Beloved 1987


Tom Wolfe The Bonfire Of The Vanities 1987


Bret Easton Ellis American Psycho 1991


Douglas Coupland Generation X 1991


Michel Houellebecq Platform 2001


Karl Ove Knausgaard A Time To Every Purpose Under Heaven 2004


Cormac McCarthy The Road 2006


Post-war 1980s 21st century


1950 2000


Bentley RA, Acerbi A, Ormerod P, Lampos V (2014) Books Average Previous Decade of Economic Misery. PLoS ONE 9(1): e83147. doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0083147
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HEINE’S GERMANY:


A WINTER’S TALE


The work of German-Jewish poet Heinrich Heine was banned in his homeland in 1835. In 1844, inspired by composer Schubert’s Die Winterreise, Heine published Deutschland: Ein Wintermärchen, an imaginary journey through his homeland in poetic form. Here’s where he went and the symbolic items of each section.


Buckeburg


Minden


Teutoburg Forest


Paderborn


The Rhineland


Mulheim


Westphalia


Aachen


Cologne Hagen


Paris


Section IV


Section III


Section I, II


Section V


Section VII


Section XIII


Section VI


Section X


Section XI, XII


Section IV, V


Section XVIII


Section VI, XVII


1 2 3 6 5 7 4 8 9 10 11 15 14
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16 13 12


7 8 15 16


Hamburg


Kyffhauser


Section IX


Section VIII


Section XX–XXVII


Section XIX


KEY TO SYMBOLS


1 START: (Section I, II) Paris; Heine sets out on an imaginary journey to real places.


2 (Section III) Aachen; lands in Germany carrying shirts, trousers, handkerchiefs in a suitcase and books in his head.


3 (Section IV) Travels the road from Aachen to Cologne, and at Cologne Cathedral applauds the unfinished building as showing Germany’s progressive society.


4 (Section V) In the Rhineland, Heine sees old Father Rhine as sad and disappointed with Germans concerned about their identity.


5 (Section VI) Cologne; Heine shows ‘Liktor’ a demon who is always with him and carries a hatchet under his cloak.


6 (Section VII) At Cologne Cathedral Heine smashes the ‘skeletons of superstition’.


7 (Section VIII) Hagen; Heine recalls seeing Napoleon Bonaparte’s funeral.


8 (Section IX) Mulheim; Heine recalls the taste of great sauerkraut.


9 (Section X) Heine sends his regards to Westphalia.


10 (Section XI, XII) Heine travels through Teutoburg Forest, imagining Germany if the Romans had remained; at night he hears the wolves howl.


11 (Section XIII) Paderborn; a crucifix appears in the mist.


12 (Section IV, V) In a dream at Kyffhäuser, Heine sees Barbarossa, Roman Emperor and King of Germany, as a senile old man.


13 (Section XVI, XVII) Still at Kyffhäuser, Heine considers the guillotine, noose and sword as redundant for emperors now that the people rule.


14 (Section XVIII) At Minden, Heine is detained by the police.


15 (Section XIX) Heine visits his grandfather’s birthplace at Bückeburg and meets Augustus I of Hanover.


16 (Section XX–XXVII) Heine finally arrives in Hamburg where he sees his mother, before walking around the city and meditating on how things can be and how they will end.


wikipedia.org


15







wikipedia.org









[image: image]





ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF SOLITUDE


FAMILY TREE


Colombian Gabriel García Márquez’s novel was first published in Spanish in 1967, and has since been translated into more than 30 languages and sold over 20 million copies. This family tree offers a guide to the complex tale of six generations who are destined to repeat history.


Rebeca


Adopted orphan, marries José, eats earth


José Arcadio


First-born, enormous, covered in tattoos


Pilar Ternera


Santa Sofía de la Piedad


Wife of Arcadio, the transient, maternal member of the family


Arcadio


Proves a vicious dictator of Macondo during the uprising


Remedios the Beauty


Most beautiful woman in the world. Abruptly leaves the novel after floating to heaven


José Arcadio Segundo


Becomes a reclusive scholar; sole survivor of the massacre of the strikers against the banana company


Petra Cotes


Gaston


Husband of Amaranta Úrsula, travels to Belgium and never returns


Amarante Úrsula


Dies in childbirth when delivering the incestuous child of her nephew Aureliano (II)
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José Arcadio Buendía


Patriarch, founder of Macondo


Úrsula Iguarán


Wife to José, lives to be 130


Colonel Aureliano Buendía


Second son, warrior, artist, father to 17 sons


RIP


Remedios Moscote


Wife to Colonel Buendía, dies during first pregnancy


Amaranta


Third child, dies a lonely spinster


Aureliano José


Obsessed with his aunt Amaranta


17 Aurelianos


Aureliano Segundo


Immense, boisterous and impulsive


Fernanda del Carpio


Strong religious views which she imposes


José Arcadio II - groomed to become Pope, slips into a life of debauchery after an unsuccessful trip to seminary


Meme - real name Renata Remedios, proves hedonistic like her father, lives out her life imprisoned in a convent after her affair with Mauricio


Aureliano II


Grows from a hermit to a scholar, and deciphers the prophecies of Melquíades. Fathers the last of the Buendía line with his aunt


Aureliano III


Incestuous child of Aureliano II and Amaranta Úrsula, who is born with the tail of a pig
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AUSTEN VS BRONTË


Were Jane Austen and the Brontë sisters obsessed with bonnets, balls, dresses, marriage and matters of the heart? A search for key words in the collected novels of each show intriguing differences between works by the same authors.


NUMBER TITLE OF TIMES THAT WORD IS USED


TITLE


Sense and Sensibility


Pride and Prejudice


Mansfield Park


Emma


Northanger Abbey


Persuasion


18









[image: image]





Bonnet Ball Dress


Heart Darkness Marriage


Tears Engagement Love


Jane Eyre


Shirley


Villette


Wuthering Heights


The Tenant of Wildfell Hall


Agnes Grey


NUMBER OF TIMES THAT WORD IS USED TITLE


gutenberg.org


19
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STEAL


THIS


BOOK


Books get stolen from libraries – where you can take them away for free – and bookshops in their thousands every year. What gets stolen varies from city to city, place to place, but the libraries all seem to suffer from thieves with the same desires.


NO.


New York, USA bookshops


TITLE AUTHOR


All


All


On The Road


The New York Trilogy All All All All All Graphic novels Charles Bukowski William Burroughs Jack Kerouac Paul Auster Martin Amis Jim Thompson Philip K. Dick Michel Foucault Hunter S. Thompson Various NO. International Shoplifting Costs TITLE AUTHOR USA Japan UK Germany


France Italy Russia Spain Canada Australia $41.7 billion $9.6 billion $7.8 billion $7.3 billion $6.3 billion $4.7 billion $4 billion $3.9 billion $3.6 billion $2 billion NO. London, England, Bookshops TITLE AUTHOR London A–Z Lonely Planet Europe The Guv’nor Tintin (all) Asterix (all) Steal This Book Spider-Man Wall And Piece Moleskin diaries (stationery) The Virgin Suicides Geographer’s A–Z Map Co. Various Lenny McLean Hergé Goscinny & Uderzo Abbie Hoffman Stan Lee Banksy n/a Jeffrey Eugenides NO. WORLD LIBRARIES PLACE TITLE AUTHOR The Bible Wicca and witchcraft titles Guinness World Records Harry Potter (all) Fifty Shades Of Grey (all) Exam prep guides Art reference books The Kama Sutra Business advice manuals Swimsuit Annual Various Various Various J.K. Rowling E.L. James Various Various Vatsyayana Various Sports Illustrated NO. SCOTLAND, BOOKSHOPS PLACE TITLE AUTHOR Harry Potter And The Chamber Of Secrets Lovers And Players Diamond Girls Rebus (all) DSA Driving Theory Street Child Charlie And The Chocolate Factory Discworld (all) All All J.K. Rowling Jackie Collins Jacqueline Wilson Ian Rankin HMSO Berlie Doherty Roald Dahl Terry Pratchett Stephen King Agatha Christie 20 guardian.com, dailyrecord.com, huffingtonpost.com, publishersweekly.org, wikipedia
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